SOUTH CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY
Mon March 14; (8.00 pm)
Sat April 30; (1.00 pm)
Tues May 17; (8.00 pm)
Sat June 18; (1.00 pm)

– Committee meeting Narrow Boat, Middlewich
– Branch AGM, Borough Arms, Crewe
– Committee meeting Globe, Nantwich
– Committee meeting - Cholmodeley Arms, Cholmondeley*
*[Weather permitting, this will be a SCRAP outing.]

Plus socials:
Every Monday; (8.30 pm) – Social in HOPS – CAMRA / SPBW social, beers £2 a pint.
Sat 2 April; (lunchtime)
– Joint social with Trafford & Hulme Branch, Bhurtpore Inn.
11.26 or 13.26 train from Crewe to Wrenbury. Then to Crewe, for continuation of social.
There will also be, weather permitting, a SCRAP long-ish distance
outing to Joules' Brewery, in Market Drayton, in late spring.
All our events are open to any CAMRA member, anyone who likes beer or pubs,
and anyone who is just curious to see what is going on!
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A mostly rural area, but including the towns
of Crewe, Middlewich, Nantwich, Sandbach
and Winsford.
Branch Contacts:
Mark Jeffries 01270 524549
markgill@globalnet.co.uk
Derek Davey 01270 761039
d.davey45@btinternet.com
Ian Bray
01270 252045
maltosefalcon@tiscali.co.uk
Paul Hext
0784 6657833 (m)
h3xtyp@hotmail.com

Mark Sumner (formerly of the Dusty Miller,
Wrenbury) re-opened the Black Bear in
Whitchurch late last year. On a recent visit 3
real ales were available, and the range may
increase. Surroundings were very pleasant
and the food looked particularly attractive.
Although just outside the South Cheshire
“catchment” area, Whitchurch now has four
good licensed premises worth a visit. (The
others are the Old Town Hall Vaults, the
Old Eagles and the Whitchurch Cricket
Club).

The Bhurtpore Inn
Aston, Nantwich, Cheshire
South Cheshire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010
CAMRA Regional Pub of the Year 2006
Featuring many REAL ALES
from Britain’s small independent brewers
plus REAL CIDER & PERRY and
150 Bottled Belgian, German & British Beers
Revised Pub Opening Times
Monday- Thursday: 12 noon-2.30
& 6.30-11 pm
Friday - Saturday: 12 noon –12 pm
Sunday: 12 noon-10.30 pm
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SANDBACH NEWS
The Market Tavern in the cobbled
square in Sandbach (shown right)
has been offering Robinson's
Dizzy Blonde as well as the staple
Unicorn bitter, whilst Woodlands
has been spotted in the Limes.
Speaking of Robinsons, the
Lower Chequer has had some
casks of the excellent Old Tom
over the winter period.
This, together with a rare
appearance of Batham’s Bitter
made the New Years Eve bash a
somewhat boisterous affair!
Sadly, the Nag’s Head in Wheelock (pictured below) is now shut, and although the George
in the town has re-opened but we hear that it is keg-only.
Further afield, we were recently treated to
a sample of a new dark beer brewed at the
on-site Goodall’s brewery at the Lodge in
Alsager, and very good it was, too. See the
article on page 38 for more details.
Finally, the Jennings Cocker Hoop was on
good form at the Rising Sun, Scholar Green,
when visited, and alongside it were beers from
the rest of the Marston’s stable including a
Ringwood beer.

with 2 open log fires,
Dogs and wellies welcome in the Tally Ho bar
where there are many pub games to play.
The Stirrup Cup restaurant serves unique variation of meals to suit most
with weekly Chef’s specials
Christmas menu will be available from the 1st December
Quiz evening every Wednesday
Live music coming soon

The Star Inn
Telephone;
01270 625067
Web-site
www.thestarinnacton.co.uk

Chester Road
Acton
Nr Nantwich
CW5 8LD

Mon: 5-11, Tues-Sat: 11.30 -2.30

5-11, Sun: 11.30-11
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Out of Cheshire: A Trip to the Black Country
Sometimes a visit outside of Cheshire’s marvellous pubs is needed to see some different
scenery and taste some different ales, and just such an opportunity arose earlier this winter.
On a dank, foggy November day, a dozen or so Real Ale drinkers set out for that renowned
haven of mild and dark beers, the Black Country.
CAMRA Members from Wigan, North
and South Cheshire met at the Lower
Chequer in Sandbach, to pick up some
empty casks for delivery en-route.
Naturally, we had to have a quick drink,
even though it was only a quarter to ten
in the morning, and landlord Jim pulled
us up one of the OffBeat brewery
beers; a good start to the proceedings.
Suitably refreshed, the party set off with
our driver Alf at the helm of the hired
minibus.
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We had aimed to make the Toll End
brewpub at Tipton our first port of call,
so we made our way down a murky M6. Somewhere along the route we missed our turning,
but we more than made up for it by arriving at the Great Western pub in central
Wolverhampton. This marvellous historic pub is full of Railway memorabilia and has
welcoming fires and bags of character. There are the full range of Holden’s beers, plus
Bathams bitter and three or four other guest ales to boot. Some of the party had the
Thornbridge Jaipur (hard to resist, let’s face it) whilst the rest of us started on the local
Black Country delights.
We soon had to move on though, and the JR Tour bus rolled on to a legendary destination –
the Beacon Hotel at Sedgeley, home to the Sarah Hughes brewery. With a small central
servery with hatches serving four superbly restored Victorian tap rooms, it is a great place
to enjoy the Sarah Hughes range. Some tried the Pale Amber and Sedgeley Surprise, whilst
the less judicious went straight for the most famous beer, the 6 per cent Dark Ruby Mild –
fabulous, dangerously drinkable, rich tasting brew. After chatting to the brewer and stopping
for another (well, it’s not a place you want to leave quickly), we commiserated with Alf,
forlornly clutching his half of lemonade, and left for our next destination.
This was a Bathams tied house, the Britannia in Gornal, selling the Mild and Best Bitter,
both very palatable. The landlady showed us round her cellar, notable for an impressive row
of 36 gallon casks. Since 9 gallon casks are now generally the norm, it shows just how much
beer she must get through.
Next on our itinerary was another Batham pub, the huge Lamp Tavern in Dudley,decorated
with brown wall tiles, a Bathams feature, and again we sampled the Mild and Best Bitter.
Time was getting on now, so we proceeded to another classic home brew pub, the Olde
Swan (or Ma Pardoe's) at Netherton. Like the Beacon, this features on CAMRAs National
Inventory of historic pub interiors, and is home to the Olde Swan brewery. The front bar is
the most interesting and unspoilt room with its enamelled ceiling and wood-burning stove in
the centre, and well worth stopping to sup a slow pint in. Like most of the pubs we visited,
the place was full, testimony to the popularity of good quality beers served in attractive,
well-run pubs. We were treated to an excellent and informative tour of the tower brewery,
the brewer appropriately kitted out in Victorian garb with full beard to match. We did our
best to sample his Original, Dark Swan, 1835, and Entire bitter, and all were on good form.

>>>

>>>

Our last stop was the Vine in West Bromwich. Although John had supplied pies
and rolls on the way to keep us going, by now we were in need of serious sustenance, and
this was the place to provide it.
The Victorian tap rooms at the front of the pub, with just the one real ale, Sadler’s Worcester
Saucerer, gave the impression of a traditional, normal pub, but as we walked through, the
Tardis-like extension opened up. A vast, open-air section led out a large indoor barbecue,
where Tandoori chicken was being cooked. It has to be seen to be believed and it seemed to
some like we had entered some sort of parallel universe. However, the food definitely existed
and was good and much needed by that stage.
The tour was sadly nearly over, but we did make one more attempt to find Toll End brewery,
our original intended starting point. This proved to be beyond us, once again, and the longsuffering Alf inevitably (and quite unfairly) took the blame. One for the next tour!
We repaired instead to Sandbach and the Lower Chequer for a consolation ale closer to
home, to talk over what had been an excellent trip. If you haven’t visited the Black Country’s
superb pubs and breweries, it’s high time you did.
DD

Nantwich Beer Festival 2011
After a successful move to our new venue at the Cricket
Club ground off Whitehouse Lane last year, Nantwich
Beer Festival 2011 is now being planned and subject to
budget approval we hope it will again coincide with the Nantwich Food and Drink Festival on
Friday 23 and Saturday 24 September 2011, so please put it in your diaries!
Further details will be be announced as soon possible, in the meantime we would welcome
any feedback or suggestions. Once again we will be reliant upon the many volunteers from
our local branch of CAMRA, neighbouring ones and those further afield. If you are a CAMRA
member or prospective member and would like to contribute to this either at the festival, or in
the planning and organising, please contact me as soon as possible.
Paul Hext, Organiser Nantwich Beer Festival 2011 - 07846 657833 h3xtyp@hotmail.co.uk

Webb’s Lane, Middlewich CW10 9DN
www.thebiglock.co.uk
~ We have 4 Real Ales from Bombardier,
Black Sheep (subject to change)
~ Keep a look out for dates of our
Beer Festival in August
~ 2 for £10.00 on Grills
~ Food served daily lunch & evening
~ Sunday Carvery from £6.95
~Come along and join in our folk music
session on the first Sunday of every month.
Tel;.
01606 833489
e-mail;
thebiglock
@btinternet.com
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Brewing Comes to Sandbach
A new brewery opened late last year to add to the growing number in
Cheshire. David and Sue Peart started Merlin Brewery with a brew
of their 4.0% Spellbound beer in October in their newly installed
eight barrel plant. They found the converted farm grain-store about
a year ago, after hunting round for suitable premises near Sandbach
and Holmes Chapel. Set near the Arclid cross-roads on the
Sandbach to Congleton road, it is properly rural, with views over
the Cheshire farmland from the window.
The 1200 sq. ft. unit was fitted out more or less from scratch, which
means that it is purpose built for brewing, and it certainly looks the
part. There are plans for extra work; a small kitchen, a bottled beer store and conditioning
room (plus a much needed loo!) but David and Sue are being kept fully occupied brewing,
delivering and building up trade, so these additions may have to wait for now. Bringing up a
growing family has to be fitted in too, so they are having a hectic time of it at present.
Like most brewers, David started off by home brewing some years back, and his interest in
the hobby re-surfaced three or four years ago. He describes himself as a ‘frustrated home
brewer, in search of more capacity’. Well, he has it in spades now, with his impressive brand
new equipment installed professionally.
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His background in running his own property and facilities management company has
proven very useful, and he has built in space for three more fermenters to more than double
capacity if and when needed. This neatly avoids the small brewer’s curse of quickly running
out of space and capacity and having to find new premises and equipment as soon as they
become successful, something David had seen in other ventures.
The impression is that everything has been done properly and is well thought-out, from the
clean, tidy brewery to the distinctive pink and red banded casks and stylish pump-clips.
Brewing is environmentally-friendly too, with waste grain used to feed cattle on the landlord’s
farm, spent hops and yeast dispersed by muck-spreader on the adjoining fields, and waste
water treated by the adjacent reed bed.
>>>

The Lower Chequer Inn

,

Crown Square, Sandbach, CW11 1FW
South Cheshire CAMRA Publicans of the year 2009
Six ever changing real ales
from Cheshire and other small independent brewers
Mon-Wed 6 pm-11 pm
Thur-Sat 12 noon-11 pm
Sun 12 noon-10-30 pm
2011 Good Beer Guide
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Large patio area
overlooking ancient Saxon Crosses
and cobbled Town Square
Family and dog friendly

Circa 1570
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Brewing itself is a joint process for the couple, making Sue Peart Cheshire’s
second current brewster after Michelle Kelsall at the Borough Arms / OffBeat brewery.
Both Outstanding Brewery (Bury), whose company installed the equipment, and Howard
Town Brewery (Glossop) provided hands-on training and invaluable advice for them, and
they have found everyone in the small brewing fraternity to be very helpful. They now brew
once or twice a week, and the beers have gone down very well so far (the ones we’ve
sampled in the Lower Chequer in Sandbach have been tasty, well-balanced beers).
Initial plans are to supply outlets in a 20 to 30 mile radius, and so far the aforementioned
Lower Chequer, the Bulls Head, Smallwood, the Holly Bush, Winterley, the Blue Bell,
Spen Green, the Bhurtpore, Aston, and the Bears Paw, Warmingham, have regularly
stocked the ales. The excellent Brunning and Price chain are taking the beers too, in their
Sutton Hall, Grosvenor Arms, Old Harkers Arms and Hand and Trumpet pubs. Merlin
has just joined the Small Brewers (SIBA) Direct Delivery scheme, which should result in a
wider distribution and increased sales.
The first casks were sold in November last, with the very first one delivered just on time
to the renowned Shovels in Blackpool for its beer festival. Jim Mason, landlord at the
Lower Chequer, kindly hosted the formal launch of Merlin in December, when the pub
was packed to the rafters, and two casks sold out during the evening.
There are four beers in the range, all named on the Wizardry theme, naturally.
3.6% Kings Ale is a hoppy beer belying its gravity. The 3.8% Merlin’s Gold is a light golden
ale with a lustrous appearance and floral rounded citrus flavour, while 4.0% Spellbound, a
premium English Ale, full flavoured and bitter, very quaffable. Over the winter months the
5.6% Dragon Slayer is available, a dark delicious brew with a complex flavour. There are
plans for bottled beer production later this year (in fact, the labels have already been
designed), with the Beer Emporium in nearby Sandbach a likely stockist.
Polypins will also be available. See www.merlinbrewing.co.uk for details.
The Merlin beers are well worth seeking out as they reach wider
distribution throughout Cheshire, and we wish David and Sue a
successful brewing career. Here’s to the next pint!
DD

The Rising Sun
Station Road, Scholar Green, Cheshire ST7 3JT

Wade and Colleen offer you
a friendly welcome
as well as Good Food and
5 Real Ales (two rotating Guest Ales)
Open;
Monday-Thursday
Friday
Saturday Sunday
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12 - 3 and 5 - 11.30
Open All Day From 9.30 am-Midnight
Open All Day From 12 noon-Midnight

Home-cooked locally sourced food available:
Afternoons:
Monday - Saturday 12 - 2.30, Sunday All Day 12 noon - 8
Evenings:
Monday - Friday 6 - 9, Saturday 6 - 9.30
Breakfast available: Friday 9.30 am - 12 noon
01782776235

www.risingsuncheshire.co.uk
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OFFBEAT BREWERY TO EXPAND!
After four months brewing as a ‘cuckoo’ at the Borough Arms in Crewe, brewster Michelle
Kelsall is anticipating the installation of her own new six-barrel brewery with three fermenting
vessels at the Thomas Street unit currently used for storing her ingredients and casks.
In addition to brewing beers Inception, Pale Sunset and Citra-mania for the Borough Arms,
sales of Michelle’s own Offbeat beers have been booming with casks going as far
afield as Newcastle and Surrey. As well as appearing at the Borough
Arms and Hops, Crewe, Offbeat beers have sold well at the Albion in
Warrington, Mill Hotel and Cellar Bar in Chester as well as further afield.
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First brew Outlandish Pale, a hoppy 3.9% session bitter was followed
by Odd Ball Red, a tasty 4.8% beer with a hoppiness that belies its
colour. Michelle’s preference is for strong hoppy beers and Out Of
Step IPA is just that, packed with masses of citrusy hops.
The seasonal Crazy Christmas brought the flavours of oranges, ginger
and coriander in a porter. The most recent introduction has been Scrum-ptious, a copper
coloured beer hopped with Nelson Sauvin hops from New Zealand, ready for the Rugby
Union Six Nations. It is hoped that this will reappear for the Rugby World Cup in September.
Despite brewing three or four times a week the two-barrel plant at the pub just hasn’t been
able to keep up with growing demand. A lot of interest was shown when Michelle and her
sales manager, Clare Jones, attended the trade session of the National Winter Ales Festival
in Manchester. The Offbeat chicks are now planning to invade Liverpool again wearing their
distinctive purple Offbeat polo shirts which are now available to buy from the brewery. See
these on the website www.offbeatbrewery.com or at the Offbeat page on Facebook.
Brewery tours are planned once the new brewery is bedded in. An onsite shop will follow
subject to the usual planning and licensing formalities. A bottling kit has been gathering dust
in a corner of the unit and will be thoroughly cleaned before being put into action!
Offbeat are registering with the SIBA (Society of Independent Brewers) Direct Delivery
Scheme which will enable many more pubs, including tied houses to order their beer.
For sales call Clare on 07530 770 311.
PAH

The

Globe Inn
Audlem Road
Nantwich
01270 623 374

Woodlands Brewery Tap
10 Real Ales from the award winning brewery, Stapeley
Open 12 pm - 11 pm all day, every day
Food served all day,
Monday-Saturday 12 pm-9 pm, Sunday 12 pm-8 pm
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Regularly changing menu featuring home made dishes
using fresh local produce
10 minutes walk from Nantwich Railway Station
New beer garden now open

Dining Out Inn CHESHIRE; Yew Tree, Bunbury
A sister pub to the delightful Bull at
Shocklach, this pub has recently
been refurbished to the same high
standard with a focus on great beer
and good food.
No fewer than eleven hand pumps
are to be found with at least five in
use at any one time. They always
serve a real cider too. For the
seriously unhinged, they also have
bottles of what once claimed to be
the worlds strongest beer at 41%,
(there is not a decimal point missing!)
– BrewDog’s Sink the Bismark.
I settled for something a little weaker,
their house beer from Stonehouse –
Station Bitter, in excellent form.
On to the dining – for starter I enjoyed the Smoked Haddock and Leek Risotto served with a
poached egg at £6.50. Delicious, and the addition of the poached egg was an inspired idea.
The main event featured Homemade Beef Burger with melted Cheshire cheese and sauté
onions on a toasted ciabatta with pub chips (cooked in beef dripping – oh yes!) with a salad
garnish for £10.50. It would have been rude to ignore the option of adding some smoked
bacon for a further £1.00. A little more expensive than Burger Macs, but a whole world apart
by way of quality – one of the best burgers I have had with probably close to half a pound
of meat – not for those with a light appetite. And the chips totally lived up to their billing,
equally awesome.
A definite for a revisit. Great atmosphere, knowledgeable staff, excellent food, wonderful
beer, faultless service. Nuff said.
Gary Chester
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Goodalls Brewery at the Lodge, Alsager
South Cheshire CAMRA held a well attended meeting at the Lodge in January, and the
hospitality of Phil and Helen Goodall was very much appreciated as we enjoyed several
excellent beers at this new inclusion in CAMRA’s 2011 Good Beer Guide. The pub was
busy, with the throngs enjoying the fire blazing in the hearth during a bitterly cold spell.
Phil has been experimenting in the brewery, which he had installed in the
buildings to the rear of the pub last year, and kindly fetched a jug of his
latest beer from the cellar as it had not yet made it onto the bar. Freight
(that’s Four-eight or 4.8% for those of us who do not share Phil’s native
Potteries tongue) was deliciously dark and very more-ish.
The brewery arrived in time for their first anniversary in the pub, so will have
been there for almost a year by the time you read this.
The first brews were Datum, pale,4% followed by Snow Eater, with Chinook
hops from which the name is taken. Phil considers his best brews and therefore his core
range to be Datum, Freight, Lumos at 4.1% and Fur Stoat (4.5%). Isinglass is not used to
fine the beers, so they are suitable for vegetarians.
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Phil told me that they are currently considering what to do with the first floor
function room. A continental bar is a long term possibility but there is also a
chance that it will house a beer festival in the not too distant future, possibly
around Easter.
The Lodge (01270 873669) is found at 88 Crewe Road, Alsager, ST7 2JA,
where this meets Station Road and opens from 4-11 Monday to Thursday,
4 to midnight Friday and Saturday and 3 until midnight on Sundays.
As well as a great range of cask beers, real cider is sold.
Don’t be fooled by the the ST postcode, or the Stoke postal address, this is Cheshire, and
we are rightly proud to call it one of ours!
PAH

CREWE NEWS
The Nags Head, at the corner of Market St.
and Meridith Street in Crewe, has been
nicely redecorated and now has a real ale
on hand pump, with possibly a second real
ale if the demand is there.
Licensee Jackie is determined to make this
a real ale success story. [For many years
this was a keg only pub]. Worth a visit.
The Royal Hotel Corner Bar on Nantwich
Road in Crewe has four hand pumps, with
an interesting range of real ales.

BHURTPORE BEER FESTIVAL
Simon has announced the dates of the
2011 Bhurtpore Summer Beer Festival.
This year it runs from the 5th to the 12th of
July. About 130 real ales in all should be
available over the seven days of the festival
plus the usual very interesting ciders and
perries. This should be a compulsory
annual entry in your appointments diary!
You will be guaranteed to find unusual and
interesting 'fruits' of the brewers. See the
advert on page 31 for more details.

CHESTER & SOUTH CLWYD
CAMRA DIARY
For the latest events, please visit the branch web site at www.chestercamra.co.uk
Fri 11 March;

Warrington Social.
Some good boozers to be visited on this trip.
18:52 train from Chester, returning around 23:00.
Thurs 17 March; Branch Meeting - Peal O Bells, Holt
Fri 25 March;
Liverpool Social.
Explore the pubs around the Dale Street area.
18:30 or 19:00 train.
Thurs 14 April;
Branch Meeting and AGM - Bear & Billet, Chester
Your chance to vote for our pubs of the year and
take a place on the branch committee!
For updates and further events,
please visit the web site
As well as Chester and its environs, this Branch covers an area
stretching from Parkgate on the Wirral to Tushingham in the South.
Branch Contacts:
(phone numbers, are 01244– unless otherwise noted)
Chair: Brian Vardy
373298
Socials: Craig Papworth 313182
Secretary: Steve Carr
Membership: Chris Pilsbury
Web editor: John Silloth

chairman@chestercamra.co.uk
socials@chestercamra.co.uk
secretary@chestercamra.co.uk
membership@chestercamra.co.uk
webmaster@chestercamra.co.uk

THE ENTHUSIAST’S CHOICE
16 Handpumps
10 Regularly Changing Guest Cask Ales
Over 2000 Guest Beers per Year
plus Traditional Cider
11
Featured in the Good Beer Guide 1994-2008
Weekly Competition to win a week of Real Ale
Live Jazz Band on Mondays
MILTON STREET
CHESTER
CH1 3NF
TEL; 01244 350035
FAX; 01244 345635
www.millhotel.com

Bar Food
125 En-Suite Bedrooms
~ Restaurant Canaletto ~ Broad Beam Restaurant Cruise
~ Peppermill Restaurant
~ Health Club & Beauty Spa
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SOUTH CHESHIRE PUB TRIP
A nearly full minibus departed from Chester to take in a tour of the pubs in the South
Cheshire part of our branch area. Our first stop was a decent distance along the twisting
country lanes of Cheshire to the Bull at Shocklach. This is a fine country pub (runner-up
in the branch Pub of the Year 2010), and has several rooms adjoining the main bar area,
mostly filled with diners, but exuding a relaxed and welcoming ambience. A striking feature
of this pub is the highly decorative tiled floor.
Beers available were: Purple Moose Snowdonia 3.6%; Sandstone Edge; Weetwood
Cheshire Cat and Stonehouse Station Bitter. The popular choice was the ‘Snowdonia’ and
was found to be as good as ever.
Next stop was the Queen’s Head at Sarn
which sits on the England-Wales border
next to the charming Wych Brook.
Although featuring a prominent Marston's
sign on the pub wall it is a free house
selling: Timothy Taylor’s Golden Best;
Burton Bitter; and Stonehouse Station
Bitter. It is a very busy pub popular with
the locals and featuring oak beams, real
fires and separate dining area.
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Over the border next into Wales
and down more country roads to the
Hanmer Arms Hotel in Hanmer, well
worth a slight diversion out of Cheshire!
The bar area is small, with most of the ground floor space allocated for dining, but on the
hand pumps were Tim Taylor Landlord, Stonehouse Station Bitter and Black Sheep Bitter.
Popular choice of the group was the very lively Station Bitter at £3-00 a pint.
>>>

The Ship Inn
Relax in our cosy, traditional English pub
with real fire and great bar platters.
From brunch until dinner,
classic British cuisine served all day
4 Hand Pull Cask Ales
2 regularly changing guest Cask ales.
In our first twelve months open we have used
over 20 breweries, showcasing local brewers
WC Brewery, Beartown and Weetwood
Join us for live music every other Friday & Sunday
Or our famous Quiz & Curry night on a Wednesday
Winner of Most Family Friendly venue 2010
“God bless The Ship and all who ale in her”
FREE HOUSE, The Ship Inn, (Just over the weir!),
Handbridge, Chester,
CH4 7HL. Tel: (01244) 678400

>>>
Back on the bus to Cheshire and the Willey Moor Lock Tavern; a delightful pub
situated by the canal locks and featuring an interesting collection of teapots. Beers on offer
were Salopian Shropshire Gold, Greene King Abbot & IPA all at £2-70 a pint. Most of the
group had the Shropshire Gold.
Our final stop was the Blue Bell at
Tushingham where we were greeted
by friendly dogs and a very welcome
platters of sandwiches. This is a
very popular local’s pub serving
Salopian Shropshire Gold and Tatton
Blonde; plus a spare pump. Beers
were priced at £2-65 a pint and both
were in very good condition. Being
the final pub of the evening we were
able to try both beers to wash down
the excellent sandwiches; a fitting
end to a pleasant evening!

NEW NICHOLSON’S PUB IN CHESTER
The Red Lion,Northgate Street was closed for refurbishment, but it's not just a lick
of paint that it's had. Part of the Nicholson’s chain, it was getting a complete revamp,
supervised by the new landlady who has transferred from the Philharmonic in Liverpool.
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Traditional pub dishes are planned and seven cask ales were promised with a regularly
rotating range of guest beers. Nicholson’s are known for supporting real ale and we have
high hopes for the new venture.
Re-opening was planned for 23 February at what looks to be an exciting new addition to the
City drinking scene. The company web-site offers more detail at
www.nicholsonspubs.co.uk/theredlionnorthgatestreetchester

PUB CHANGES
News of another closure, first, I’m afraid.
The Hooton Arms in Hooton has closed it’s
doors again after a promising recent
reopening. Handy for the train station on
the Liverpool line this; sad to see it shut.
Let’s hope it has a future as a pub.
Contrasting fortunes for the Chimneys in
Hooton though. Although heavy on food,
there is a cosy area in front of a real fire for
drinkers. Three real ales are on offer
including a recent Otley O Garden.
Well worth a visit we reckon.
Better news from Chester’s Eight Rights,
refurbished and re-opened with the curious
name of the Little Owl. Can’t say I’ve ever
seen any of these birds flitting by, but there
you go! By all accounts this Marston’s pub is
now focused on dining with drinkers being
served at their tables rather than at the bar.
Do let us know your experiences if you’ve
been in.

Family-run
Award-winning
Free House
on Halkyn Mountain
Walkers, Riders & Cyclists welcome
Locally-sourced Home-made &
Traditional Meals
We’ve had hundreds of
regularly changing Cask Ales,
Ciders and Perries
and keep our own
locally brewed
Blue Bell Bitter & Dark Blue (Porter)
Rhosesmor Road, Halkyn, CH8 8DL

www.bluebell.uk.eu.org
Tel 01352 780309
Cider Pub of the Year 2010
CAMRA Regional Award
Winners 2007/2008
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Pub of the Season; The Pied Bull, Chester
Chester CAMRA recently chose its Pub of the Season for
Winter 2010 and the clear winner was the Pied Bull in Chester.
The pub has shown a great commitment to real ale over the
past year or so with Luke Smith being the driving force behind
the increase in ale sales. Six beers are on the hand pumps,
mainly sourced from local breweries and includes their own
house brew produced by Facers Brewery. A new micro-brewery
is under construction on the premises too.
Several beer festivals have been held at the pub, the last one
showcasing Brewdog's range of ales where representatives
from the brewery attended to talk about their beers and offer
tastings. Look out for their next festival, scheduled for April 28th to May 2nd.
Congratulations to Luke (pictured receiving the award from CAMRA’s Brian Vardy) and all
the team at the Pied Bull!

Pubs or Restaurants?
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The Greyhound in Saughall is still closed, much to the dismay of the locals, but there are
rumours of it coming back to life again soon. Unfortunately it seems the plans by Enterprise
Inns are focused towards reopening more as a restaurant than a pub. This has upset the
good folk of Saughall who are keen to retain a traditional drinking pub. To this end a meeting
has been arranged with representatives from Enterprise to go through plans for this oncepopular local inn. Let's hope that some common ground can be reached and that the pub
can get back to being the hub of the community and provide for both drinkers and diners.
The Egerton Arms on Liverpool Road in Chester is another pub undergoing a refit. It will be
the city's first Fayre & Square pub restaurant, a new Punch Taverns concept. Over £200,000
is being spent and there has been lots of publicity in the local papers but all the news seems
to be focused on the food. Will this just be an eatery then or will you be able to get a drop of
the real stuff? We shall have to wait and see when it reopens late February.

1

Chester Beer & Wine Wins National Award!
Chester Beer & Wine owners Samantha Jackson and
Steve Kitchen have been celebrating after winning the coveted
title of National Independent Beer Retailer of the Year for the
second time. ‘We are incredibly proud of this award’ said Steve.
‘We have worked really hard over the last couple of years to
improve and expand the range of bottled beers we offer. We now
have over 300 different beers, each one having its own tasting
note including its style to make it easier for customers to choose the right product.
We feel that this award shows we are forward thinking, quality focused and a genuinely
unique store in the area.’
Chester Beer and Wine, based in Hoole, previously won the award in 2008
and were finalists in 2009, so they have an excellent pedigree to back up
their bottled beer range. ‘We are big supporters of real ale and are proud of
the wide range of micro-breweries we represent, particularly local brewers.’
Says Sam Jackson. ‘We have always had huge support from CAMRA and
this has helped us build our customer base and increase our range.
We look forward to even better success over the coming years.’
For full details on Chester Beer & Wine, and to browse their beer range,
please log on to their website – www.chesterbeerandwine.co.uk

Beer Festival at the Racecourse
Chester Food, Drink & Lifestyle Festival on
21-24 April will include a beer
festival with over 40 cask ales.
Celebrate St George’s Day by
drinking good English Ale!
See page 44 for details.

We hope you read this in time for you to
visit the second Beer Festival at Helsby
Community Sports Club near Frodsham on
11 and 12 March. Here is a screen-print to
whet your appetite.
Details can be read more easily at
www.chestercamra.co.uk/
HelsbyBF2011Poster.jpg
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TRAFFORD & HULME
CAMRA Diary
We cover the Borough of Trafford - that's places like Altrincham, Sale, Stretford and Urmston plus Hulme
(west of Princess Road), a large chunk of Manchester City Centre
and some bits of north east Cheshire.
All members, old and new are warmly welcomed. See www.thcamra.org.uk
Sat 5 March; Young Members meeting 3 pm, JP Joules, Sale. All young members welcome
Thu 10 Mar; Manchester Social; Moon Under Water 8pm, Gas Lamp, Corbieres, Sawyer’s, Rising Sun
Sat 12 Mar; Warrington Social; Lower Angel, Buttermarket St at 12 or Albion 1 pm.
Tues 15 Mar; special social to mark the start of CAMRA's 40th Anniversary year - Old Market Tavern.
Buffet provided.
Thu 24 Mar; Meet the Brewer (Mallinson’s) - Oddest, Wilbraham Road, Chorlton. 8 pm.
Fri 25 - Sat 26 Mar; MOSI Beer festival. The Power Hall, Museum of Science & Industry, Liverpool Road,
Manchester. Opens 6 pm Friday. Volunteers needed
Thu 31 Mar; Social Urmston. Tim Bobbin 8pm, then Steamhouse. Finishing in the Lord Nelson
Sat 2 April; Joint social with South Cheshire CAMRA. Visiting S Cheshire Pub of the Year, the Bhutpore
Inn, Nantwich, Hops bar & the Borough Arms brewpub in Crewe. 10.30 train from Piccadilly.
Thu 7 Apr; Branch meeting, venue to be confirmed
Thu 28 Apr; Social Chorlton; Electrik 8 pm, Oddest 9.00 pm. Finish in Bar (note: moved from March)
Fri 28 - Sat 29 May; Belgian Beer Festival Altrincham Market Hall. Staff needed, contact Martin at Le

Trappiste Bar

WE WOULD LIKE TO MEET SOME OF OUR LESS ACTIVE MEMBERS
YOU ARE WELCOME AT SOCIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS
THERE ABOUT 650 MEMBERS IN THE BRANCH NOW — WHERE ARE YOU ? ?
Please contact Bev with any ideas that you may have that you wish to be arranged.
We now have an account with the Manchester Community transport for minibus hire, with a driver.
chair@thcamra.org.uk (bevalitabev@yahoo.co.uk)
Branch Contact – John Ison 0161 962 7976. Or E-mail Jon Gobbett at membership@thcamra.org.uk

Forty not out for Nancy
Tuesday 25 January marked saw landlady Nancy Swanick rack up
40 years tenure at the Peveril of The Peak, Great Bridgewater
Street, Manchester. CAMRA marked this unique occasion with a
special presentation evening.
The Peveril's historic & unspoiled multi-room interior was packed
as all & sundry tried to squeeze into the pub's "back room" for a view
of the proceedings.
After presentation of T & H CAMRA Winter Pub of the Season award
to cellarman Maurice things moved on to the main event.
To mark Nancy's 25th Anniversary in 1996 she was presented with a
silver salver by the brewery. For the 40th, CAMRA wanted to go one
better so commissioned CAMRA member Colin "The Pewterscribe" Lilley to produce a hand
engraved pub mirror. From the depths of his workshop he found a vintage 1954 shield
shaped mirror, perfect for a pub approaching two hundred years old, and set to work.
The result was a stunning piece of work that left Nancy & Maurice speechless. A line drawing
of the pub engraved from the rear dominates the centre of the pub, with the inscription below
reading "Presented to Theresa Swanick to commemorate forty years as Licensee of The
Peveril of the Peak". Theresa is of course Nancy's Sunday name, the name on the licence
and the name over the door.
Trafford & Hulme branch would like to thank the other branches of CAMRA Greater
Manchester for the assistance with the project.
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LISTINGS; PUB QUIZ (The Inquisition)

Acton, Nantwich
Alderley Edge
Altrincham
Bollington
Buglawton
Chelford
Chester
Chester
Comberbach
Congleton
Crewe
Davenham
Dean Row
Halkyn
Handbridge
Handforth
Hoole
Holt, Wrexham
Houghton Green
Kelsall
Kingsley
Knutsford
Knutsford
Macclesfield
Macclesfield
Marton
Middlewich
Middlewich
Mobberley
Mobberley
Nantwich
Nantwich
Penketh
Peover Heath
Pickmere
Rainow
Sandbach
Styal
Warrington
Warrington
Willaston
Wilmslow
Wilmslow
Wrenbury

Star
01270 627296
de Trafford Arms 01625 583 881
Old Market Tavern 0161 927 7062
Poachers
01625 572086
Robin Hood
01260 273616
Egerton Arms
01625 831366
Pied Bull
01244 325829
Ship Victory
01244 376453
Spinner & Bergamot 01606 891307
Castle Inn
01260 277505
Woodside
01270 569513
Bull’s Head
01606 43725
Unicorn
01625 524379
Blue Bell
01352 70309
Carlton
01244 671070
Railway
01625 523472
Bromfield
01244 345037
Peal o’Bells
01829 270411
Plough
01925 815409
Farmer’s Arms
01829 751784
Red Bull
01928 788097
Lord Eldon
01565 652261
Cross Keys
01565 750404
Hollins
07983 335501
Railway View
01625 423657
Davenport Arms
01260 224269
Big Lock
01606 833489
Boar’s Head
01606 833191
Bull’s Head
01565 880105
Church Inn
01565 872651
Black Lion
Peacock
Ferry Tavern
Dog Inn
Elms
Rising Sun
Limes
Ship Inn
Dog & Partridge
Ring o’ Bells
Nag’s Head
Coach & Four
King William
Cotton’s Arms

01270 628711
01270 624069
01925 791117
01625 861421
01565 733395
01625 424235
01270 763506
01625 523818
01925 813915
01925 634035
01270 650176
01625 525046
01625 524022
01270 780 377

???

Wednesday 8.30 pm
Wednesday evening
Wednesday 9.30 pm
Last Sunday of the month for charity
Tuesday evening
Alternate Thursdays (Lord Ted) 8.30
Thursday evening
Thursday evening
Wednesday 8 pm
Tuesday evening
Tuesday 9 pm
Sunday & Tuesday evenings
Wednesday 9 pm
Wednesday 8.30 Winter Quiz (Oct - March)
Tuesday evening
Thursday 8.30 pm (in aid of Mencap)
Tuesday evening
Monday 9 pm
Thursday 9 pm
Friday & Sunday evening
Tuesday evening
Monday 8.30 pm
Wednesday 9 pm
Tuesday evening
Sunday evening
Thursday 9 pm
FREE listings;
Wednesday 9 pm (free) tell us your music
Sunday evening
or quiz details.
Thursday evening
Alternate Thursdays
Please phone
(Lord Ted) 8.30
the pub
Monday 8.30 pm
for confirmation
Wednesday 9 pm
before travelling.
Sunday 9.30 pm
Thursdays & Sundays
The Editor
Thursday evening
accepts
Thursday evening
no responsibility
Tuesday 9.30 pm
for changing
Wednesday evening
circumstances
Tuesday evening
and lives in
Wednesday 9.30 pm
a state of
Thursday cash prize
perpetual
Every Sunday evening
ignorance.
Every Sunday evening
Friday 9 p.m.

Advertising in Out Inn CHESHIRE
Out Inn Cheshire is a not for profit publication of the Campaign for Real Ale, which is itself a
not for profit consumer group. Printing costs are funded entirely (and only just) by advertising
income. We accept advertising from just about anybody, so long as it does not offend our
campaigning or other sensibilities! Our readership is estimated at between 30,000 and
40,000 readers per quarter.
With effect from the December 2010 issue, we have been obliged to increase our advertising
rates, for the first time in two and a half years. This has been forced on us by the inexorable
rise in printing costs. We have kept the increase to a minimum and the new rates are in the
blue box on the right.

Good Beer Guide 2011
The 2011 Good Beer Guide is fully revised and updated, with details of more
than 4,500 pubs across the UK serving the best real ale.
From country inns to urban style bars and back street boozers, all selected
and reviewed by CAMRA's 120,000 members, this is your definitive guide to
finding the perfect pint.

v Over 4,500 urban and rural pubs, giving
details of food, opening hours,
beer gardens, accommodation,
transport links, pub history, disabled
access and facilities for families.
v Informative features section, with
articles on pubs, beer and brewing,
as well as beer festival listings from
around the country.
v Fully revised and updated every year
by committed CAMRA members across
the country.
v Unique brewery section listing all the
breweries in the UK - micro, regional
and national - that brew real ale, with
tasting notes for hundreds of their
beers written by a trained CAMRA
tasting panel.
v £15.99 (£10 for members)
Order on-line from www.camra.org.uk
or from good book shops.

YOUR RIGHTS
You should receive a full pint, not 90%.
Well, the licensee expects to be paid in full!
We always ask them politely to “squeeze a
drop more in”, or top it up, please”.
If you have a chipped glass, dirty cutlery,
bad food or sour beer, don’t hesitate; let
the staff know, politely. It is easy for things
to be missed in a busy session: a little
courtesy and understanding on both sides
should resolve matters.
It is a legal requirement for
representative price lists to
be readily visible.
If the licensee won’t put
things right, then call
Trading Standards or
Environmental Health.
(See a phone book,
web site, public library
or town hall.)

EDITORIAL ADDRESS
2 Garden Cottages, Tabley House, Chester Road, Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 0EZ 01565-653096 (H)

E-mail: editor@outinncheshire.co.uk
Website: www.outinncheshire.co.uk
Edited by George Symes with Production and Technical Wizardry by Martin Baxter
Views expressed in Out Inn Cheshire are those of the individual authors
and are not necessarily supported by the editor or CAMRA
Printed by Delmar Press (Colour Printers) Ltd of Wall Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5LS
01270 624122 Fax: 01270 626841 Email: info@delmarpress.co.uk

Advertise with us let our readers be your customers!

NEW ADVERTISING RATES
Colour Black & White
£75
£50
£150
£90
£300
£180

Out Inn Cheshire welcomes new advertisers,
no matter what your business.
Reach over 30,000 discerning readers!
We publish quarterly, with a print run of 10,000
being distributed free to over 400 pubs, off-licences
and other outlets across the county.

Small
Medium
Full page

We are happy to design your ad for you!

Next Issue;
Copy Deadline; 1 May
Publishing Date; 1 June (approx)

New advertisers are always welcome.

advertising@outinncheshire.co.uk
Substantial discounts for regular slots
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Join CAMRA Today

Complete the Direct Debit form and you will receive 15 months membership
for the price of 12 and a fantastic discount on your membership subscription.
Alternatively you can send a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd with your completed form, visit
www.camra.org.uk/joinus or call 01727 867201. All forms should be addressed to Membership Department,
CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, AL1 4LW.

Your Details
Title

Direct Debit
Single Membership
(UK & EU)

Surname

Forename(s)

£20

£22

Joint Membership
£25
(Partner at the same address)

Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy)
Address

Non DD

£27

For Young Member and concessionary rates
please visit www.camra.org.uk or call 01727
867201.

Postcode

I wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale,
and agree to abide by the Memorandum and
Articles of Association

48 Email address
Tel No(s)

Partner’s Details (if Joint Membership)

I enclose a cheque for
Signed

Title

Surname

Date

Applications will be processed within 21 days

Forename(s)
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy)

12/10

Campaigning for Pub Goers
& Beer Drinkers

Enjoying Real Ale
& Pubs

Join CAMRA today – www.camra.org.uk/joinus
Instruction to your Bank or
Building Society to pay by Direct Debit
Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to:
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 230 Hatfield Road, St.Albans,Herts AL1 4LW
Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society
To t he Manage r

Service User Number

Bank o r Building So cie t y

9 2 6 1 2 9

Address

FOR CAMRA OFFICIAL USE ONLY
This is not part of the instruction to your Bank or Building Society
Membership Number
Postcode
Name

This Guarantee should be detached
and retained by the payer.

The Direct Debit
Guarantee
This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building
societies that accept instructions to pay by Direct
Debits.
If there are any changes to the amount, date or
frequency of your Direct Debit The Campaign for
Real Ale Ltd will notify you 10 working days in advance
of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed.
If you request The Campaign for Real Ale Ltd to collect
a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will
be given to you at the time of the request

Name(s) of Account Holder

Postcode

Branch Sort Code

Please pay Campaign For Real
Ale Limited Direct Debits from the account
detailed on this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit
Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Campaign For Real
Ale Limited and, if so will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society.

If an error is made in the payment of your Direct
Debit by The Campaign for Real Ale Ltd or your bank
or building society, you are entitled to a full and
immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank
or building society

Signature(s)

- If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you
must pay it back when The Campaign For Real Ale Ltd
asks you to

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society

Bank or Building Society Account Number

Reference

Date

Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account.

You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply
contacting your bank or building society.Written
confirmation may be required. Please also notify us.

