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Real Ale for beginners
...in the pub
It’s on a hand pump.
You can see the bar person physically pulling the beer to serve it.
You may occasionally see beer served direct from the cask, by gravity from a tap.
You often see this at a Beer Festival.
If the beer you see is dispensed from a hideous sculpted or illuminated monstrosity
on the bar, leave it alone; it’s not real (it’s lager, keg beer
or smooth beer. Leave that for the others and go for the
tasty real thing on the hand pump).

...in the supermarket or off-licence
Read the label.
There may be a CAMRA logo like this one >
or the label may refer to a yeast sediment, to cloudiness or may
actually call it “Real Ale in a Bottle” or “Bottle Conditioned”.
Don’t be misled by the silly names or fancy bottles and labels;
you have to do your homework and read the label!
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Oh, and it’s always bottled. Tins are always very, very bad.

What’s it all about?
Surely there is plenty of real ale: what is CAMRA needed for any more?
Lots of reasons!
· Much-loved pubs are closing at a rate of knots, lost for ever.
· Favourite brews are axed and well-loved breweries closed.
· Popular pubs are turned into theme pubs where many people no longer feel welcome
· Pubs with a good choice of real ales stop trying and sell only boring national brands,
or even worse, just keg beers.
So what can you do about it?
Þ

Go to the pub more often.
There are many alternatives competing for your time and disposable income,

but the only one of them that is in danger of disappearing after serving the
people of this happy land for centuries, is the traditional pub.
There is a pub for everyone. Our pubs are a part of our precious heritage.
Very simply, you must use them or lose them.
Þ

Be less timid when you go to the bar.
With well over 2000 Real Ales to choose from in this blessed island,
only the staggeringly unadventurous would stick to the handful of
heavily advertised mass market brands.
Take a chance on finding a truly great beer: go for the hand pump.

Þ

Join us.
The campaign has over 120,000 members.
People of all types and ages, united by a love of quality and choice.
Europe’s most successful consumer organisation and its best social
club.
Give us a call, or talk to us at one of our socials or Beer Festivals.
You would be most welcome.

Your membership application form
Is on the back cover.

CAMRA: The Campaign for Real Ale….
is a volunteer organisation, the only body speaking for all pub users.
We are all doing this in our spare time,
because we care about real beer and good pubs .
CAMRA is the most successful consumer organisation of all time;
the voice of the consumer can make a difference,
even against uncaring Big Business.
We can’t do it without you; we need your help.
New members are always very welcome.
If you have joined but not shown yourself yet please feel free to get in touch
so you can join in with the campaigning
and the fun.
Most of us are house-trained,
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The Dog Inn
Well Bank Lane
Peover Heath, near Knutsford

Beer Festival
Friday 5 - Sunday 7 August
30 + Real Ales in the marquee and in the pub itself
Featuring 25 cask ales new to the Festival plus 3 real ciders
Sunday afternoon; Peover Gooseberry show

Beer festival marquee open
Friday
12-12 midnight
Saturday 12-12 midnight
Sunday 12-8 pm

Entertainment
Friday; Ian Taylor & Revibe
Saturday; Geoff Ashley

Food available in the pub
Friday 12-2.30 & 5.30-9
Saturday 12-8.30
Sunday 12-8.30

Brewed in Cheshire
Brewers – if you have any news about your brewery that you would like to see reported
please email camra@mjenderby.plus.com or contact your CAMRA Brewery Liaison Officer.

Cheshire breweries are all about local beer for local people. But it’s much more than that.
The reduction of “beer-miles” where beer is produced close to where it is consumed is to be
encouraged in these days of high fuel prices and global warming.
CAMRA has launched a “LocAle” promotion to support this campaign so
watch out for posters and stickers in those pubs that serve a local beer. Most
PubCos can now access their local breweries (see articles in OIC). The list
on the right is noted with a red asterisk where the brewer is a SIBA member. If you are a
licensee who has been told you can’t , then please contact us – we may be able to help.
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4 T’s; The move to brewing at the Tavern in Warrington should happen over the summer.
Two naming themes have been scheduled for this year's brews, one Rugby League and the
other The Tavern Trashy Tarts. Several beer festivals have been supplied and the beer has
appeared in outlets other than the Tavern and the Old Town House.
BEARTOWN; Business as usual at Beartown, the additional fermenters are up and working
and trade is steady. Beers do get exchanged with Burton Bridge. One off beers complement
the seasonal brews and core range, while beer sales are doing very well.
BOROUGH ARMS/OFFBEAT Michelle Kelsall is very busy and ordered a new 6 barrel plant
to be installed in April at the unit in Thomas Street. One of the first brews will be the Far Out
Stout aged in Glenfarclas whisky casks for 3 months and only a few casks will be racked off
as the rest is going for bottling.
BLUE BALL their first pub was due to open in the old Dannato and Sandros building by the
Hoole bridge in Chester. It will serve their own cask beers.
COACH HOUSE Won best speciality beer for Blueberry in the recent SIBA national contest.
A new cooling system has been installed for the Fermenting Vessels.
FRODSHAM; "1st Light", which was previously discontinued as Real Ale in a Bottle has
been reprieved with a new label design. It is available also as a cask beer.
JOLLY BREWER A new one-off beer, Dave's Dynamite (6% ABV), is available in bottled
conditioned form and in cask at a small number of North Wales beer festivals.
MERLIN Currently brewing twice a week and expanding into new outlets. Merlin's Gold and
Spellbound appear to be the staple beers at present. There has been a recent delivery of
brewing equipment for a real ale lager; details when we have them. Real Ale in a Bottle is
planned for mid-year. Bluebell Best house beer is being sold at the Bluebell, Smallwood.
REDWILLOW Six months in and RedWillow is establishing its products in a very competitive
market. Given that Toby Mckenzie, owner and head brewer, is a seasoned and
accomplished 'home-brewer' it is perhaps not surprising that he has a penchant for dabbling
with his brews modifying existing recipes and experimenting with new brews. His main
selling beers are Directionless (4.1% Pale Ale), Headless (3.9%) and Wreckless (4.8%
aromatic pale ale) with Smokeless (4% Smoked Porter) proving a popular seasonal dark
beer. This was voted best beer at the recent Congleton Beer Festival . Ageless (7.6%
American style IPA) is also attracting quite a following when it appears. He plans to brew
an Oyster Stout with real oysters and an Imperial Stout. RedWillow is expanding their outlets
with a number of regular takers in Macclesfield, Congleton, Chorley and Manchester
together with an increasing number of beer festivals requesting his beers. As Toby still works
part time in London the brewery itself has not had quite as much attention as I am sure he
would like; the floor needs resurfacing after just 6 months but on a more positive note Toby
plans to install additional Fermenting Vessels to double output.
WOODLANDS Woodlands have brewed a new beer-Hop as Hell; a light well- hopped bitter
at around 4%.

LocAle
Cheshire’s Independent Craft Brewers
plus a few very close by
4Ts (Warrington)
07917 730184
Beartown (Congleton) *
01260 299964
Blue Ball (Runcorn)
Bollington Brewing Co *
01625 575380
Borough Arms (Crewe)
01270 254999
Brimstage (Wirral)
0151 342 1181
Cain's (Liverpool)
0151 709 8734
Coach House (Warrington) * 01925 232800
Dunham Massey
0161 929 0663
Goodall’s(Alsager)
01270 873669
Happy Valley (Bollington)
07758 512080
Merlin Brewing (Arclid)
01477 537533
Northern (Blakemere) *
01606 301000
Offbeat (Crewe) *
07502 0996438
Peerless (ex Betwixt) (Wirral) * 0151 647 7688
RedWillow (Sutton)
01625 502315
Sandstone (Wrexham)
07851001118
Spitting Feathers (Waverton) 01244 332052
Frodsham (Frodsham) *
01928 787917
Storm (Macclesfield) *
01625 431234
Tatton Brewery (Knutsford) * 07738 150898
Tipsy Angel (Warrington)
01925 576787
Townhouse Brewery (Audley) 079 7620 9437
WC Brewery (Mickle Trafford)
Weetwood (Tarporley) *
01829 752377
Wincle (Wincle)
01260 226166
Woodlands (Stapeley) *
01270 841511

www.beartownbrewery.co.uk
www.blueballbrewery.com
www.bollingtonbrewing.co.uk
www.borougharmscrewe.co.uk
www.brimstagebrewery.com
www.cainsbeers.com
www.coach-house-brewing.co.uk
www.dunhammasseybrewing.co.uk
www.happyvalleybrewery.co.uk
www.merlinbrewing.co.uk
www.norbrew.co.uk
www.offbeatbrewey.com
www.peerlessbrewing.co.uk
www.redwillowbrewery.com
www.sandstonebrewery.co.uk
www.spittingfeathers.org
www.frodshambrewery.co.uk
www.stormbrewing.co.uk
www.tattonbrewery.co.uk

www.wcbrewery.com
www.weetwoodales.co.uk
www.winclebeer.co.uk
www.woodlandsbrewery.co.uk

Why are we listing these?
Because we believe that beer brewed in the traditional way and sold locally is a better
product, creates local employment and is kinder to the environment. We urge you to drink it
when you see it and to ask for it if your local does not sell it.
If you are a licensee we encourage you to sell local beers where you can, and if you are not
free to do so, then ask your masters why not. Your PubCo may have flexibility if you press
them hard enough.
LocAle will give your business an edge. * SIBA member (Society of Independent Brewers)
WORTH The 5 barrel plant (at the Royal British Legion, Poynton) will be brewing traditional
beers in the ABV range 3.7% up to 4.5%, using locally sourced ingredients, so as to be a
part of the LocAle philosophy and named after Poynton landmarks. They will also be some
bottle-conditioned specials. Brewing is expected to start once casks are delivered!
Hot off the press- Brewing has begun at the Pied Bull, Chester, at DB in Sutton Weaver,
Norton and Tipsy Angel. Cheshire Brewing is out of control!

THE COVER SHOT
This issue’s striking cover photograph is the Golden
Pheasant at Plumley. The striking sculpture used as an
inn sign has been stolen at least once, but we wanted
to use this photograph to continue the “gold” theme to
celebrate our fiftieth issue of Out Inn Cheshire.
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EAST CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY (8pm unless stated otherwise)
Everyone is very welcome, member or not!
Sat 25 June;
Mon 4 July:
Sat 16 July;
22- 23 July;
23-24 July;
5-7 August;
5-7 August;

For the latest details please visit our
web-sites www.outinncheshire.co.uk
and www.eastcheshirecamra.org.uk

Congleton Beer Festival, Hankinson’s Field, Congleton
Summer Pub of the Season award, Egerton Arms, Chelford
Beer Festival Social, Union Club,Alderley Edge
Beer Festival, Styal Cricket Club, Styal
Rail Ale weekend trip, Churnet Valley
Dog Inn Beer Festival, Peover Heath
Mobberley Victory Hall Beer Festival, Mobberley

We cover a large area including Macclesfield, Congleton, Holmes Chapel, Knutsford, and Wilmslow.

Local contacts
Macclesfield: Keith Farman
01625 572460 Knutsford:
George Symes
01565 653096
Dave Hasler
01625 572640
Martin Baxter
01565 653675
Congleton:
Dave Gittins
01260 271593 Wilmslow:
Tim Walker
01625 418625
John Barber
01260 277391
Dave Pearce
01625 530152
Please contact us if you fancy joining us at one of our events. New faces are always welcome!

SPRING PUB OF THE SEASON,
TREACLE
TAP, MACCLESFIELD
6
Pictured are joint licensees Bronwyn Riley and her Nephew
Jordan Riley with the award made on 5 April. The Treacle
Tap opened just before Christmas and has developed an
enthusiastic following. Offering three LocAles plus one from
Manchester’s Marble Brewery, the Tap also provides wines,
teas, coffee and soft drinks. Pieminster pies are a speciality
and newspapers, a quiz, board games, books and free Wi-Fi
make for an enjoyable addition to the Macclesfield scene.

CONGLETON COUNTRY
While Gawsworth celebrates the survival
of its village shop through a combined
community effort, the Harrington Arms
continues its role as one of the three
essential requirements to sustain village life
(the other being St James’ ).
On a recent visit to the Harrington the
Hannibal Nectar (a seasonal brew from
Robinson) was well received with a good
rounded bitter taste. The usual suspects,
Unicorn and Hatters continue to be
excellent choices for the early doors
supporters- and while you’re in Gawsworth
don’t forget the shop!
At the bottom of that long lane the
Swettenham Arms continues to offer a
changing choice of 4 beers- on our most
recent visit, with Tatton Best featuring for
the first time and Greene King IPA being
introduced for the first time (did not taste,
but looked in good condition). If you are a
regular and have a favourite beer do make
sure Glyn is aware of your choice.
The Davenport Arms is still offering a
choice of 4 beers with Theakston’s Black
Bull being the stable offering supported by
Storm and Coach House beers and most
recently Tatton (again).
>>>
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Proof if it were needed that the
country pubs are upping their game in these
difficult times and are working hard for your
petrol miles. Don’t forget if you are not
happy with your beer, bring it to the
barman/lady’s attention; don’t just leave it
on the bar; he/she needs your input.
CB

The Davenport Arms
A true country pub
in the picturesque hamlet of Marton
between Congleton and Alderley Edge
on the (A34).
We are an independent Freehouse offering the
best in fresh, local and seasonal produce, both
lunchtimes and evenings. Featured in the AA
Best Pubs in Britain Guide 2008 and also the
CAMRA Good Beer Guide 2011.
Our bar is the perfect place to enjoy
one of our Real Ales, with comfy
leather sofas, exposed brickwork and
wood burning stove!
Separate restaurant,
large secluded garden & patio
Food served Tuesday – Sunday
Monday – bar open from 6pm
Sunday Lunches – early booking advisable
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Come and enjoy our newly refurbished bar and restaurant soon!
01260 224269
www.thedavenportarms.co.uk

CHANGES IN THE BEER SCENE IN MACCLESFIELD SINCE 1998
This year CAMRA celebrates its 40th anniversary. With over 120,000 members it is widely recognised as
one of the most successful consumer led campaigns ever.
Nationally one measure of success can be seen in the number of breweries currently in operation, over
770 at the last count brewing more than 3,000 different beers - more than at any time since the 1940s.
But not everything is rosy with 25 pubs still closing every week (down from the 2010 rate of 40 per week).
The campaigning goes on.
Macclesfield & East Cheshire CAMRA has campaigned locally for many
years and published its first local guide to the pubs offering real ales in 1979.
(An unofficial A4 typed version was produced in the mid 70s). An updated
edition was produced in 1985 followed by guides covering the whole of
Cheshire in 1981 and 1987.
1998 saw the publication of Out Inn CHESHIRE The definitive guide to all
the county’s pubs followed by the first edition of the Out Inn CHESHIRE
newsletter. With the publication of this, the 50th edition of the newsletter,
we thought it would be interesting to see how things have changed locally
in that period.
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When the first OiC newsletter went to press in 1998 the beer scene in
Macclesfield was still dominated by the major regional brewers,
Boddingtons, Robinsons, Greenall Whitley and Marstons. Rumour had it
that a new brewery, Bollin Brewing Company, was setting up in Macclesfield.
Customer feedback apparently suggested that linking any drink to the local
river would be a commercial disaster. The ‘Storm Brewing Company’ was
born that year and is now well established in the local area offering 15 regular beers to thirsty customers.
A second brewery, RedWillow, joined the Macclesfield brewing scene late in 2010 and their beers are
proving very popular.
In the same period we have seen two new breweries start up in Bollington (Bollington Brewing Co. and
Happy Valley Brewery) which together with breweries in Wincle, Knutsford and elsewhere in Cheshire
have presented drinkers with an unprecedented choice of beers.
In 1998 very few of our local pubs offered a guest beer and it was necessary to travel some distance from
Macclesfield to find locally brewed beers. Thankfully the situation today is very different with beers from
micro-breweries, local and national, widely available in the town.

THE

LORD MOUNTBATTEN
70 MILL ST, CONGLETON
New entry in
Good Beer Guide 2011
Over 200 different ales
used in its first year
- mainly locally sourced

On a more positive note two pubs, the Baths Hotel
and the Park Tavern, closed but have since
re-opened and offer a great range of beers.
Since the first edition of ‘Out Inn Cheshire’ six new
pubs opened in Macclesfield. Of those six one
has had no fewer than four names and a second
has had three different names but has since closed.
Can you list the 6 pubs and their names?
Answers on page 17.

6 HANDPULLS
REAL CIDER
ERDINGER
CZECH PILSNER,
LAGER & DARK LAGER

Locally the decline in the number of pubs has
reflected that seen across the country. In 1998
there were 71 pubs in Macclesfield. 18 of those are
now closed – an incredible 25%!! The list includes
some well known establishments including the
Three Pigeons, Evening Star, Star, Franklin and
White Swan. Several others have uncertain futures
and are closed at present or are ‘For Sale’.

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

CHESHIRE’S VERY OWN TAP
- KEEPING IT LOCAL

The local branches of CAMRA continue to
campaign hard; there is much still to do to halt the
decline in pub numbers whilst maintaining the
choice of beers available to drinkers at
affordable prices. Hopefully ‘Out Inn
Cheshire’ will continue to play its part
in campaigning for these things well
beyond its 50th edition.
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BBC’s New Brewery Pub
CAMRA is always proud to
support LocAle –
locally brewed ale.
LocAle increases our choice and boosts local
economies. With this in mind we’re pleased to
announce the opening of a second outlet by
the BBC – Bollington Brewing Company; the
Park Tavern situated on Park Lane in
Macclesfield. The pub is about ten minutes
walk from the town centre towards the
College, and on bus routes to Congleton and
the Weston (currently both routes run regular
services all day).

10

76 Windmill Street, Macclesfield
off the southern end of the Silk Road
A friendly traditional street-corner local.
“This is a true community local, with darts,
dominoes and crib teams, and is popular with
several generations of local families.”

Robinson’s Dark Hatter’s Mild and
seasonal beers always available,
plus the award winning Old Tom
strong ale in the Winter months.

The pub has been thoroughly refurbished with
a new room opened out near the entrance.
The bar sports no fewer than eight hand
CAMRA Pub of the Season,
pumps with five dedicated to a rotating range
Autumn 2009
of BBC’s beers. Two guest ales, usually from
Weekdays 12-2.30 & 5-11
other small local breweries, recently Spitting
GOOD
(Sat &Sun all day)
Feathers from Chester and Bridestones from
BEER
GUIDE
Hebden Bridge, are joined by a guest real
cider. Moving round from the bar there’s a comfortable raised seating area and a further
room to the rear. Upstairs there’s a function room for hire and the pub is Wi-Fi enabled.
Outside, to the rear, the small garden and smoking area is being developed.
Opening hours are currently from 4 Monday to Thursday and from noon Friday to Sunday.
Early opening every day is expected from this summer when a kitchen refurbishment is
completed and food will be offered. Dining at BBC’s Vale in Bollington is popular so we’re
expecting a good selection here. Overall, this promises to be a great addition to the choice
of pubs in Macclesfield.

Fresh Beer, Fresh Food, Traditional Ideas
Cask Ales Including Timothy Taylors Landlord, Tetleys
Cask & Old Speckled Hen plus guest beers such as
Black Sheep Best and Hook Norton Old Hooky.
01565 873 322
The Roebuck in Mobberley and The Windmill in Whiteley Green are country pubs serving
fresh food, cask ales and decent wine. They source local fresh ingredients for their chefs to
prepare classic British dishes, sometimes with a twist to suit many tastes. They also take the
same care with their beer and try, where possible, to keep them as local as they can. They
serve food every lunch time and evening and all day at the weekends and they also have an
extensive wine list, many of which are by the glass. Booking is always recommended and
why not take a look at their new websites.

www.theroebuck.com
www.thewindmill.info

01625 574 222

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Following our previous article highlighting the
real ale development of the Sunderland Street
area in Macclesfield, the Snow Goose is now
open. Unusually, it is on two floors and has a
balcony as well as an outside drinking area,
where barbecues are planned for the summer.
The beer is always from Storm Brewing, just
up the road, and there are four hand pumps.
Decorated in a ski lodge style, with sofas and
long benches, there are games and papers
available and an upright piano for impromptu
music sessions.
Along the street, past the Treacle Tap and the
George and Dragon, the Queen’s Hotel is
opposite the station. A Holt’s pub, despite the
Wyldes signs on the windows, Landlady Zoe
is rightly proud of the work done to restore
the interior and atmosphere of this beautiful
traditional building to a welcoming quiet pub,
with sofas, window seats, tables and high
stools. The pictures of Old Macclesfield are
well worth a look. Two hand pumps offer
Holt’s bitter and an ale from the Holt’s guest

THE WATERS GREEN TAVERN
Your hosts,
Brian & Tracy
96 Waters Green,
Macclesfield

Opposite the
Railway Station

Real Cider now sold!
Ever changing guest beers
including George Wright, Hop Head,
Phoenix, Roosters, York & many more
Good Beer Guide 2011
Local CAMRA Pub of the Season
Winter 2008
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Bar meals served
Monday to Saturday lunch
No plastic food!
Real Chips!

This IS not a free house.

list; Bombardier at time of visit. Zoe and Ernie hope to add a
third. There is a football team, darts and a large, panelled pool
room. Lunch time food is served . An outside drinking area has
been created, there is a large function room upstairs and long
term plans include making the Queen’s a real hotel again.
A short step away is Waters Green; about which, more next time.
Certainly, the Sunderland Street area is now well worth a visit.

Country Fayre Farm Weekend
Beer Festival
Beer marquee open throughout weekend
programme of events with 30+ real ales available
Saturday 27 Aug 7-10 pm ”Big Tent Event”
a night of music and laughter with Ale and bar.
www.bigtentevent.org.uk
Sunday 28 Aug 4-10 pm Beer Festival at the
”Welly Fest” including Tug o’ War, live bands, and
plenty of Real Ale, Ciders, Perries, wine etc.
www.wellyfest.org.uk
Bank Holiday Monday 29 August 11-5 pm “Country Fayre Farm Fun Day”.
Family fun and full day long programme of events and activities for all ages
with Real Ales on tap. Camping available. All happening at:
Heaton House Farm, Rushton Spencer, near Macclesfield Cheshire SK11 0RD.
01260 226546 or 07835 035436
www.countryfayre.org.uk

MACCLESFIELD; CELEBRATE YOUR LOCAL
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Many of you will have heard the welcome news about the opening of new bars at the
Treacle Tap, Snow Goose and Park Tavern. Just as important is to celebrate Macclesfield’s
traditional local pubs, many of them standing at the end of the terrace of houses they serve.
To the west of the town centre, despite a few closures, we’re lucky that there remain many
to visit with their varying selection of ales, traditional pub games and their community spirit.
Most organise regular events to raise funds for local and national charities. These pubs
need your support.
Walking in a direction roughly towards town from West
Park you’ll find the Plough on Prestbury Road with a
choice of Tetley Bitter, Flowers IPA, Black Sheep
bitter and a guest beer: Copper Dragon Golden Pippin
at our visit. This is a comfortable pub keeping its
traditional multi-roomed layout of three lounges
around the bar and a pool room. There’s a small
colourful beer garden at the rear.
Nearby the Chester Road Tavern also keeps its
traditional layout and is well known for its darts, cards,
pool teams and its regular trips to the races. There’s
always a good selection of well-kept beer with its
regulars John Smiths bitter, Deuchars IPA and Black
Sheep bitter joined by a welcome dark mild, lately
Tetley Mild, and a further guest.
Along Catherine Street Robinson’s Barnfield had its tenancy to let for some time but is now
in good hands with well-kept Unicorn and the occasional seasonal ale. The pub has been
decorated inside and has a beer garden to the rear. Unfortunately, the Crown hides behind
metal grilles. The Crompton Road Tavern is thriving and has installed a third hand pump.
We found regular Bass joined by guests Hobgoblin and an enjoyable Theakston’s Dark Mild.
This is another pub that’s benefited from being redecorated inside but kept its traditional
multi-roomed feel. Outside there’s a large beer garden.

Your hosts Tony & Lynda
Licensees for 22 years

Railway Inn, Mobberley
now a Free House
Open every day
for home cooked food
and cask ales
Large bowling green available for hire
Beer garden & children’s play area

Open log fires
Music quiz every Sunday
Real ale from Dunham Massey
(real vinyl records) DJ Karl Wayne
Tel no 01565 873155
E mail t.l@railway16.freeserve.co.uk
Web www.railwayinnpub.co.uk

All has not been well at the Ox-fford which was closed for several weeks in Spring. Currently
it is open and being managed by Mark Bailey who has links to the Kusch Bar and Bate Hall.
The Ox-fford was for many years one of Macclesfield’s flagship real ale pubs. We’d like to
keep it open, so please give it a visit for a warm welcome and try one of the 2-4 everchanging beers chosen imaginatively from the Marston’s or Jennings range. It is a
comfortable pub with a pool room and a fair sized beer garden.
The Flower Pot on Congleton Road near the college is always worth a visit for its invariably
excellent Robinson’s Unicorn and occasional seasonal guest. This is a large pub set in
gardens with lots of seating on lawns at the front. Inside there a lounge split into several
quiet areas and a separate games room. It’s a popular place to eat and we can recommend
the food.
In the back streets the Bruce Arms is another
comfortable pub doing very well since being redecorated
inside and now has a third hand pump. Regular Tetley
Bitter was joined by guests Unicorn and Wadworth 6X.
It’s a pub with a sporting traditional that has many
games teams and shows soccer and rugby league on
TV. The Prince Albert on Newton Street is now a free
house run by Paul Shrubsall lately of the Crown. It’s a
friendly one-roomed local with a darts board to one side
of the bar. They’re recruiting for darts and crib teams.
Currently there’s Bass plus a guest, an enjoyable Tim Taylor’s Landlord, with hopes of a
second guest ale in future.
If you’re having an afternoon wander you have the opportunity to take a break for an ice
cream at Granelli’s on Newton Street on your way to the Brewers Arms. This is a regular
outlet for Macclesfield’s Storm Brewery with one ale from their range on offer. Soccer is
shown regularly on TV and there’s always a throng playing pub games.
Nearby there’s the Bollington Brewery Company’s Park Tavern I’m sure you’ll read about
elsewhere in this edition. On Park Lane the Last Orders always has one excellent Storm ale
together with Bombardier. This is a lively pub where I enjoy watching Champions League
football. There’s a pool table to the rear of this one-roomed pub.

Mobberley Victory Hall
10th Beer Festival
5th-7th August
Opening hours
Friday 5 pm - midnight
Saturday 12 noon -midnight
Sunday 12 noon - 10.30 pm

Featuring 20 Cheshire beers
at £2.50 a pint.
Entertainment;
Friday night; live band - Slipstream
Saturday night; live band - The Villains - plus rock disco.
Sunday afternoon;
Bowls Competition (open)
BBQ throughout
Campsite available(free).
For further details
contact Gary on 01565 872451
or 07917 825745
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CHANGING TIMES IN CONGLETON
When I started thinking about how the real ale scene in Congleton has
changed over the last 13 years, or 50 issues of Out Inn Cheshire, my
thoughts centred on pub closures, increased beer choice and the greater
availability of locally brewed ales.
I was actually amazed when I worked out that only 2 pubs have permanently closed in
Congleton since 1998 – the New Corner Pin and the Forester’s Arms. However, what I don’t
recall back in 1998 was the number of premises that are currently boarded up and available
for sale or to let; these are not yet permanent closures, but it’s quite possible that some may
follow.
One of the reasons for the increased number of “traditional” pubs being closed is the fact
that there have actually been no less than 6 additions to the number of pubs / clubs in the
town in the last 13 years. They are (in no particular order): the Beartown Tap, the Counting
House, the Cheshire Tavern (which opened as the Woodlands), the Maskery, the Club and
DV8. Of these, all but the latter offer real ale. The population of Congleton hasn’t increased
sufficiently to sustain a net increase of 4 pubs, and that’s quite possibly why there are so
many pubs in the town that are struggling in 2011.
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The arrival of the Beartown Tap in November 1999
can be seen as a pivotal moment on the local real
ale scene. It finally gave the local brewery, founded
5 years earlier, a permanent base and came hot on
the heels of a letter written by a CAMRA member
to the Congleton Chronicle bemoaning the fact
that it was difficult to obtain Beartown product in
Congleton with this correspondent only
remembering it in the White Lion and out of town
at the Swettenham Arms and the Plough at Eaton
(in fact it was the removal of Beartown from the
latter that prompted the correspondence to the Chronicle).

>>>

OPENING HOURS
MON-FRIDAY
5 PM TO CLOSE

SAT-SUN

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

12 NOON TO CLOSE

THE

RAILWAY VIEW

Macclesfield

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL OUR REGULARS AND NEW CUSTOMERS
REAL ALES SUN PATIO POOL CARDS DOMINOES DARTS BAR SKITTLES
SUNDAY NIGHT QUIZ JAM SESSIONS FOLK SESSIONS ALTERNATE TUES NIGHTS
MONDAY NIGHT FREE POOL AND REAL ALES £2.10 A PINT

>>>
Suddenly, awareness was raised of an interesting range of ales brewed locally and
the pub became a focal point for the town’s real ale aficionados.
Also in 1999, the demise of Mitchell’s brewery in Lancaster gave an opportunity to its southernmost regular vendor to offer something new. That establishment was the bar at the
Congleton Leisure Centre which has subsequently offered an ever-changing range of ales,
very rarely offering the same one twice. It is now offering a regularly changing beer from
Arclid's Merlin Brewery replacing the previous arrangement with Copper Dragon. Along with
the Queen’s Head, it has played a part in offering ales from all over the country to a
discerning clientele and expanding their knowledge of different breweries and types of ale.
The Wetherspoon’s outlet, the Counting House,
has also offered a wide range and the ranks of
these three were joined in 2009 by the Lord
Mountbatten (formerly the uninspiring Three
Arrows) which has had a major focus on locally
brewed ales (typically within a 35 mile radius
of Congleton).
With all the interest in real ale, Congleton
briefly acquired a second
brewery, Khean, in
around 2002-03. Despite
enthusiastically received
ales, the brewery didn’t
last and the brew plant
(and initially the beers) moved to Woodlands / Blakemere brewery.
There has been recent talk of another brewery starting up in the town,
so watch this space!
Back in 1998, there were no regular beer festivals taking place in Congleton. In 2011 there is
an annual event organised by the Round Table at the end of June each year in Hankinson’s
Field as well as mini-festivals at the Leisure Centre every March & October.
These are all very well attended and as well
as catering for the local ale drinkers, people
from outside of town are coming to Congleton
and visiting not only the festival but some of
the excellent pubs mentioned above.
This is a real endorsement of the high
proportion of outlets for real ale that the town
now has, highlighted by the fact that a town
of 26,000 inhabitants has 4 pubs regularly
listed in the Good Beer Guide (Birkenhead
has a population over three times greater,
but no GBG entries!).
So there have been lots of really positive
developments on the real ale scene in
Congleton over the last 13 years. However,
we cannot be complacent and the threat of
closure hanging over some of our longestablished pubs is a huge cause for concern.
What is clear though is that there appears to
be a very bright future for any outlet that takes
the time and trouble to source quality real ale
and serve it in good condition (particularly if
it’s brewed locally).
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A DOUBLE CELEBRATION
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On Wednesday 16 March Macclesfield and East Cheshire CAMRA
celebrated two important events; CAMRA’s (Campaign for Real Ale)
40th birthday and our Pub of the Year, the Dolphin in Macclesfield.
CAMRA was founded by 4 disillusioned drinkers, to promote and help
expand the availability of real ale to the masses, at a time when 7 main
companies controlled the UK’s brewing and ‘choice’, along with a
handful of regional brewers. Gratifyingly, the number of independent
breweries has grown by 700; a massive improvement in choice for the discerning drinker.
CAMRA now has over 110,000 members, and REAL ALE is the only sector in the drinks
industry that is showing real growth. Please support your local breweries and your local pubs
to ensure this continues.
Choosing a Pub of the Year is not an easy task; we are blessed with
many fine establishments, with more opening all the time(as well as a
few being lost).Several factors are taken into consideration and the voting is done online.
The prime considerations are,
∙
Does it serve good real ale on a consistent basis?
∙
Is it welcoming to locals and visitors?
∙
Is it a good community asset?
∙
Staff knowledge and more.
The answer to the above is the Dolphin!
Set on Windmill St., Macclesfield, the Dolphin is a Robinson's Brewery pub, run for the last
10 years by John and Bev Lythaby, and is unusual in serving 5 different Robinson's beers
including Old Tom strong ale and a Dark Mild. It has all the usual pub games leagues and is
always welcoming. For a tied house to win over a free house serving beers from all over
country makes it even more special, and the voting was very tight.
A great evening was had by all with good support from locals and CAMRA members.
Please pop in and see if you agree. Supporting your local pub is vital; without your custom
more will close than open. So ditch the supermarket cans and get out and support your local!

The Dog Inn
Well Bank Lane
Peover Heath, near Knutsford

Cask Ales from
Weetwood, Hydes plus
Guest beers
CAMRA Pub of the Season (Spring 2008)
Traditional English Home-cooked food
Served 12-2.30, 7-9.30 (12-8.30 Sunday)
Quiz nights
Thursday & Sunday
Happy Hour 5-7

Regular theme nights and music

6 en-suite rooms
Tel 01625-861421
Fax 864800

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

STYAL BEER FESTIVAL
Friday 22nd & Saturday 23rd July
at Styal FC, Altrincham Rd, Styal
LocAle focus - 50 Real Ales
from independent Cheshire Breweries
Friday
Saturday

Daytime; Cricket, Junior Football, Inter-pub Tug of War
Evening; Some Big Fish
Daytime; Football plus kids entertainment
Evening; Vacant Lot & Kingpin
Entry; Free of Charge for afternoon sessions
and £5.00 tickets for evening sessions
Tickets can be purchased on line
or from numerous ticket outlets, listed on the web-site.
Details for opening times, parking,
local bus & rail links and taxis are on the web-site

www.styalbeerfestival.co.uk
Answers from Page 8:The 6 pubs that have opened since 1998 in Macclesfield are:Jar Bar, Park Green, Snow Goose, Sunderland Street, Society Rooms,
Park Green, Treacle Tap, Sunderland Street, the Majestic, Mill Street
(opened as the Litten Tree, then became Barracuda and then the Silkworm
before becoming the Majestic in September of 2010) – it remains open.
Yates Wine Lodge, Park Green (changed its name briefly to Number 15
before becoming the American Bar and Grill) – it has since closed and
the premises are the shop ‘Mother Goose’.

Award winning cask ales
& bottle conditioned beers
With over a decade of brewing
excellence and five Champion Beers
under our belt, we know that you’ll want
to ‘come round to our way of drinking’.

Our beers are brewed just as Mother Nature intended, without additives,
flavourings and colourings. We only use the finest natural ingredients,
pure hops and our carefully created blends of malts.

Tel: 01625 431234

email: stormbrewing@dsl.pipex.com
www.stormbrewing.co.uk

The Storm Brewing Co. Ltd, 2 Waterside, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 7HJ
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50 NOT OUT!
Here are a few things that may be of interest this summer as
we look back to edition No. 1 of Out Inn Cheshire magazine.
It appeared as a 20 page newsletter in September 1998
featuring the White Lion at Barthomley on the cover. Inside
there were features on the Macclesfield and East Cheshire
CAMRA Pub of the Season award to the Swettenham Arms,
a full page article entitled The Campaign in Cheshire and a
report on a forthcoming new brewery in Macclesfield . . .
Thus, what was to become Storm Brewing was announced
to the readers of Out Inn Cheshire.
In contrast, Burtonwood’s decision to exit brewing was
discussed. There were dismissive words too for Greenall,
whose half-hearted attitude to guest beers was a precursor
to giving up on the trade altogether! The change in the
brewing landscape in Cheshire has been astonishing, with
the welcome rise of a whole raft of dedicated craft brewers
and brewsters, whose products sell on quality rather than on the
back of a huge advertising budget and a tied estate.
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Advance information was provided for the Northwich Beer
Festival (see page 27 for this year’s event). The Albion in
Chester received praise and a Real Ale ramble in South
Cheshire was detailed, taking in the Blue Bell and the
Willey Moor Lock.
The magazine was founded as an experiment, following on
from the successful publication of the Out Inn Cheshire pub
guide. The original was black and white (not sepia!) with a
print run of only 2,000. We now print in full colour on glossy
paper, up to 12,000 copies a time. Thanks for your support!

CHEADLE CELLAR SERVICES
BAR & CELLAR EQUIPMENT
SUPPLIED & FITTED
OUTSIDE BARS
FOR WEDDINGS & FUNCTIONS
EXPERIENCED CONTRACTORS
FOR ALL MAJOR BREWERIES
07768 306764
0161 437 8907

John, Michelle and staff welcome you to

Porter’s Prince of Wales
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33 Roe Street
Macclesfield
SK11 6UT
01625 437007

7 Cask ales available every day
Real fire - pub games - pool table
Big Charity pub supporting
East Cheshire Hospice and
Donna Louise Hospice for Children
******************************************************************

10 June – CAMRA members
who show their membership card will be given
a free 1/3 of a pint of any of our 7 cask ales
4 July - 10 July – BEER FESTIVAL
- 40 ales to whet your appetite
Also available will be local micro breweries - a first for Porter’s

