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Real Ale for beginners
...in the pub
It’s on a hand pump.
You can see the bar person physically pulling the beer to serve it.
You may occasionally see beer served direct from the cask, by gravity from a tap.
You often see this at a Beer Festival.
If the beer you see is dispensed from a hideous sculpted or illuminated monstrosity
on the bar, leave it alone; it’s not real (it will be lager,
keg beer or smooth beer. Leave that for the others and
go for the tasty real thing on the hand pump).

...in the supermarket or off-licence
Read the label.
There may be a CAMRA logo like this one >
or the label may refer to a yeast sediment,
to cloudiness or may actually call it “Real Ale in a Bottle”
or “Bottle Conditioned”.
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Don’t be misled by the silly names or fancy bottles and labels;
you have to do your homework and read the label!
Oh, and it’s always bottled. Tins are always very, very bad.

What’s it all about?
Surely there is plenty of real ale: what is CAMRA needed for any more?
Lots of reasons!
· Much-loved pubs are closing at a rate of knots, lost for ever.
· Favourite brews are axed and well-loved breweries closed.
· Popular pubs are turned into theme pubs where many people no longer feel welcome
· Pubs with a good choice of real ales stop trying and sell only boring national brands,
or even worse, just keg beers.
So what can you do about it?
Þ

Go to the pub more often.
There are many alternatives competing for your time and disposable income,

but the only one of them that is in danger of disappearing after serving the
people of this happy land for centuries, is the traditional pub.
There is a pub for everyone. Our pubs are a part of our precious heritage.
Very simply, you must use them or lose them.
Þ

Be less timid when you go to the bar.
With well over 2000 Real Ales to choose from in this blessed island,
only the staggeringly unadventurous would stick to the handful of
heavily advertised mass market brands.
Take a chance on finding a truly great beer: go for the hand pump.

Þ

Join us.
The campaign has over 139,000 members.
People of all types and ages, united by a love of quality and choice.
Europe’s most successful consumer organisation and its best social
club.
Give us a call, or talk to us at one of our socials or Beer Festivals.
You would be most welcome.

Your membership application form
Is on the back cover.

CAMRA: The Campaign for Real Ale….
is a volunteer organisation,
the only body speaking for all pub users.
We are all doing this in our spare time,
because we care about real beer and good pubs .
CAMRA is the most successful consumer organisation of all time;
the voice of the consumer can make a difference,
even against uncaring Big Business.
We can’t do it without you; we need your help.
New members are always very welcome.
If you have joined but not shown yourself yet please feel free to get in touch
so you can join in with the campaigning
and the fun.
Most of us are house-trained,
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THE COVER SHOT
This issue’s striking cover photograph is the Old Hall in
Sandbach. Operated by the small but perfectly-formed
pub-owning group, Brunning and Price, this strikingly
attractive former manor house demonstrates their usual
attention to detail and quality, serving very good food
and a great range of traditional beers.
Highly recommended.
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FIGHT BACK TO SAVE YOUR PINT
SIGN THE BEER TAX E-PETITION
It’s time to save your pint and fight back against this year’s budget which saw the
Government continue its damaging policy of the beer duty “escalator”.
Annual tax increases at 2% above inflation mean your pint in the pub costs you 5-10 p more.
This mounting pressure is contributing to the closure of 16 pubs every single week.
CAMRA is calling all beer drinkers and pub goers to sign an online e-petition today by
visiting www.camra.org.uk/saveyourpint. Use the QR code if you can.
We need 100,000 signatures to trigger a high profile Parliamentary debate and put pressure
on the Government ahead of Budget 2013.

4

To stand a chance
of doing this we
need your help in
reaching as many
people as possible.
So please sign the
petition and then
spread the word.
With around £1
on every pint
going to the
Treasury in beer
duty and VAT,
it’s time to save
your pint and
call time on the
beer duty
escalator!
CAMRA also has
free material to
take down your
local and join the
campaign.
E-mail claire.cain
@camra.org.uk
to order free beer
mats and posters.*
*Each pack
contains 5 A4
posters and
100 beer mats;
please let Claire
know how many
pubs packs you
would like.

GREAT BRITISH BEER FESTIVAL
Win free entry to Britain’s biggest beer festival!
25 pairs of tickets are up for grabs; www.gbbf.org.uk
The Great British Beer Festival
(GBBF) is back at Olympia for 2012
and with the event drawing ever
closer, CAMRA is calling on all beer
drinkers to put the Festival dates in
their diaries!
This year, Festival-goers should
expect 800+ real ales, ciders,
perries and foreign beers from
around the world, with CAMRA
claiming to have something to suit
every drinker’s taste buds!
To accompany this heady range,
the Festival offers a great choice
of food from traditional cuisine to
classic pub snacks, unforgettable
live music, and a wide variety of
traditional pub games.
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Tickets for the event are now
available and can be pre-ordered
for a discounted price from the
GBBF website at
www.gbbf.org.uk/tickets .
With such demand expected at the
doors of Olympia for tickets on the
day, pre-ordering is a great way of
ensuring you do not miss out on the
Festival fun!
While the British real ale, cider,
perry and foreign beer lists are
being finalised before the Festival opens on August 7, CAMRA is looking to give away
25 pairs of tickets to GBBF to beer drinkers old and new. To be in with a shout of winning
a pair of tickets, please answer the following question correctly and submit your answer,
name and address to jon.howard@camra.org.uk by Friday July 6 2012, or post to;
Jon Howard, GBBF Comp, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts, AL1 4LW.
Competition question; Which brewery’s beer was crowned
Supreme Champion Beer of Britain at the Great British Beer Festival last year?
a) Crouch Vale
b) Mighty Oak
c) Fuller’s
Winners of the tickets will be notified by July 13 2012.
Festival opening times;
Tuesday August 7;
Wednesday August 8 to Friday August 10;
Saturday August 11;

5 pm – 10:30 pm
12 noon – 10:30 pm
11 am – 7 pm

For further information on the Festival, visit www.gbbf.org.uk
Venue details- Olympia, Hammersmith Road, London, W14 8UX

Brewed in Cheshire
Brewers – if you have any news about your brewery that you would like to see reported
please email gary_chester@hotmail.com or contact your CAMRA Brewery Liaison Officer.

Cheshire breweries are all about local beer for local people. But it’s much more than that.
The reduction of “beer-miles” where beer is produced close to where it is consumed is to
be encouraged in these days of high fuel prices and global warming.
CAMRA has launched a “LocAle” promotion to support this campaign so
watch out for posters and stickers in those pubs that serve a local beer.
Most PubCos can now access their local breweries (see articles in OIC).
The list on the right is noted with a red asterisk where the brewer is a SIBA member. If you
are a licensee who has been told you can’t, then please contact us – we may be able to help.

Bollington Brewing new ale is Eastern Nights, an IPA
Cheshire Brewhouse have a 5 barrel plant installed in a unit in Congleton and are
hoping the first beers will be out by end of June.
www.cheshirebrewhouse.co.uk
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A long trailed event has been the launch of Front Row Brewing with a traditional bitter at
a strength of 3.8% and a memorable chocolate stout to be found in the Mountbatten,
Congleton, and maintaining the Mountbatten’s position as the first place to sample new
local ales.
Happy Valley have made a collaboration Ale for Electrik Bar, Chorlton.
It is called Bright Spark (3.7% Alcohol by volume). Using German Hersbrucker with Bravo
hops the ale is different to anything currently on market. It is only available via Electrik.
Merlin Brewery at Arclid, near to Sandbach, has its Gold permanently on at the Yew Tree,
Spurstow, and the Horse and Jockey, Grindley Brook, near Whitchurch has one of the
range on all the time. Further afield, the CAMRA National Pub of the Year, the Bridge End at
Ruabon will have a Merlin beer regularly on too. The brewery has taken delivery of a new
bar which will make brewery visits much easier, and tours are starting more frequently as we
went to press. You can keep up to date via the expanded website
(see the advert on P 38).
Tatton Brewing have a new brew; Obscure at 5.7% ABV.
A dark and hoppy strong ale with a complex malt blend and
intricate aroma. One quote from a landlord was "Obscure was
fantastic I showcased it at our mini festival and the cask went
within the hour! - I can't believe it was as strong as it was when
it tasted so delicious - Please let me have it again - soon!"
Tatton are planning another brew later in the summer.
On 7/8 September Woodlands brewery will be holding its 2nd
charity beer festival with bands, hog roast and curries together
with up to 40 beers.
There may also be a wedding at the brewery! Beer festival times
7th; 4.00 pm- midnight 8th; noon- midnight
Worth Brewery have Nimrod (named after the mighty sub hunter aircraft that was built at
nearby Woodford). With a strength of 3.7%, it is a bright copper coloured session beer,
drinking above its weight, full of flavour. Pacific Gem & Nelson Sauvignon hops make
Nimrod an exceptionally easy drinking beer.
>>>

LocAle
Cheshire’s Independent Craft Brewers
plus a few very close by
4Ts (Warrington)
07917 730184
Beartown (Congleton) *
01260 299964
Blue Ball (Runcorn)
Bollington Brewing Co *
01625 575380
Borough Arms (Crewe)
07523 946730
Brimstage (Wirral)
0151 342 1181
Cain's (Liverpool)
0151 709 8734
Cheshire Brewhouse
Chester Ales
Coach House (Warrington) * 01925 232800
DB (Sutton Weaver)
07739 325742
Dunham Massey
0161 929 0663
Frodsham (Frodsham) *
01928 787917
Front Row (Congleton)
07861 718673
Goodall’s (Alsager)
01270 873669
Happy Valley (Bollington)
07758 512080
Merlin Brewing (Arclid) *
01477 500893
Mobberley Fine Ales
07879 771209
Northern (Blakemere) *
01606 301000
Norton Brewing
01928 579907
Offbeat (Crewe) *
07502 096 438
Peerless (ex Betwixt) (Wirral) * 0151 647 7688
RedWillow (Sutton)
01625 502315
Sandstone (Wrexham)
*
07851001118
Spitting Feathers (Waverton) 01244 332052
Storm (Macclesfield) *
01625 431234
Tatton Brewery (Knutsford) * 07738 150898
Tipsy Angel (Warrington)
01925 653326
Townhouse Brewery (Audley) 07976 209437
Weetwood (Tarporley) *
01829 752377
Wincle (Wincle) *
01260 227777
Woodlands (Stapeley) *
01270 841511
Worth (Poynton)
01625 873120

www.4tsbrewery.co.uk
www.beartownbrewery.co.uk
www.blueballbrewery.com
www.bollingtonbrewing.co.uk
www.borougharmscrewe.co.uk
www.brimstagebrewery.com
www.cainsbeers.com
www.cheshirebrewhouse.co.uk
www.chesterales.co.uk
www.coach-house-brewing.co.uk
www.dbbrew.com
www.dunhammasseybrewing.co.uk
www.frodshambrewery.co.uk
www.frontrowbrewing.co.uk
www.happyvalleybrewery.co.uk
www.merlinbrewing.co.uk
mobberleyfineales.co.uk
www.norbrew.co.uk
www.offbeatbrewey.com
www.peerlessbrewing.co.uk
www.redwillowbrewery.com
www.sandstonebrewery.co.uk
www.spittingfeathers.org
www.stormbrewing.co.uk
www.tattonbrewery.co.uk

www.weetwoodales.co.uk
www.winclebeer.co.uk
www.woodlandsbrewery.co.uk

Why are we listing these?
Because we believe that beer brewed in the traditional way and sold locally is
a better product, creates local employment and is kinder to the environment.
We urge you to drink it when you see it and to ask for it if your local does not sell it.
If you are a licensee we encourage you to sell local beers where you can,
and if you are not free to do so, then ask your masters why not.
Your PubCo may have flexibility if you press them hard enough.
LocAle will give your business an edge.
* SIBA member (Society of Independent Brewers)
>>>
Of the regional family brewers, Robinson's Crusoe is described as
a refreshing pale amber lager-style summer ale, with aromas of sweet malt
and fine hop. Crusoe is brewed using Perle, Hersbruker and Saaz hops,
a blend of pale barley and wheat malts. This is a crisp, clean tasting beer with
a fully bitter, citrus palate and a lingering green hop finish. This triple-hopped
summer ale is available throughout May & June.
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EAST CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY (8pm unless stated otherwise)
Everyone is very welcome, member or not!

For the latest details please visit our
web-sites www.outinncheshire.co.uk
and www.eastcheshirecamra.org.uk

Sat 2 June: Social event at Stockport Beer Festival, Edgeley Park.
www.stockportfestival.org.uk
Sat16 Jun; Stafford pub crawl. Call for details.
Mon 21 Jun; Solstice wander. Leathers Smithy, Teggs Nose
Wed11 Jul; Committee meeting; the Macc
Sat 14 Jul; Club of the Year presentation.
Union Club, Alderley Edge 14.30
20-21 July; Bollington Beer Festival. Arts Centre. From 17.00
20-21 July; Styal Beer Festival. www.styalbeerfestival.co.uk
Sat 28 July; Summer walk. Holmes Chapel
Thu 2 Aug; Summer Pub of the Season award. Wharf, Macclesfield
Sat 18 Aug; Wilmslow crawl. Details to be confirmed.
We cover a large area including Macclesfield, Congleton, Holmes Chapel, Knutsford, and Wilmslow.

Local contacts
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Macclesfield: Keith Farman
01625 572460 Knutsford:
George Symes
01565 653096
Dave Hasler
01625 572640
Martin Baxter
01565 653675
Congleton:
Dave Gittins
01260 271593 Wilmslow:
Tim Walker
01625 418625
John Barber
01260 277391
Dave Pearce
01625 530152
Please contact us if you fancy joining us at one of our events. New faces are always welcome!

The Queens Head, Congleton has a new outside patio, refurbished garden and new B&B
accommodation. It hosts a beer festival about 20 beers over the Diamond Jubilee weekend.
The Davenport at Marton holds its Gooseberry competition in July and sells 4 changing ales
including Theakston’s Black Bull and LocAle Mobberley Whirly Bird.
The Swettenham Arms is extending its craft beer range; watch this space. These are all
worth a cycle to if you are looking for a combination of real beer and exercise!

And now new

PUB OF THE YEAR; EGERTON ARMS, CHELFORD
2012 Pub of the Year for Macclesfield and East Cheshire CAMRA
is the Egerton Arms in Chelford. In April Chairman Rob Nicholson
presented the award to Jeremy and Anne Hague in a well-filled
pub. Rob said that support for pubs in these difficult times is as
much a part of CAMRA’s focus as promoting real ale.
He outlined the criteria used to judge the Pub of the Year; beer
quality, pub experience, the pub in the community and staff
quality. Rob acknowledged the tremendous improvement in all these criteria since the pub
became a free house in 2009, reserving particular praise for the staff who work in the pub.
While the pub is still a very popular food outlet the keenness to promote good beers was
emphasised by the presence of seven cask ales, five from local micros. Such backing for
local brewers is another key element of CAMRA’s work.
This award follows on from the pub achieving Pub of the Season in summer 2011.
The Egerton now goes on to the Regional Pub of the Year contest.
We congratulate Jeremy and Anne and wish them well for this next stage.

MOBBERLEY
A new manager is in charge at the Frozen
Mop near Mobberley.
Richard Butterworth, who is involved with a
similar pub in Southport, has taken over
from Dominic Dunning, who has transferred
to a pub near Preston.
No significant changes are envisaged, but
Dominic’s Doom Bar as a house beer has
been replaced by an (almost) Locale in
Thwaites Wainwright, supplemented by one,
or occasionally two, guests brews.

GOOD
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GUIDE

KNUTSFORD
The Freemasons in Knutsford reopened in
March, under the command of Sara Cooper
Warden, refurbished from a Thai restaurant
to a pub. Sara has more than 20 years
experience in the business at the Legh
Arms and Knutsford Wine Bar. Sara said
“We thought there was a gap in the market
for just a pub, not a wine bar. There is
nothing pretentious about it, but the decor is
different from anything else on offer.”
We understand that the pub is leased from
Enterprise Inns and that two cask beers are
on offer. Food was to be reintroduced after
a while. We wish Sara well.
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Wilmslow’s Rifleman Reloads
Fans of local breweries such as Mobberley, Tatton and RedWillow may soon
have a new outlet in Wilmslow to visit. The Rifleman’s Arms, a 60s style
traditional brick-built pub dominating the corner of Moor Lane and Newlands
Drive, has had a difficult past few years leading to frequent changes of
landlord, but things may be looking up for the pub for the following reasons:
Ÿ At weekends they have started serving high quality and good value food,
including an excellent carvery at £7.95. Very reasonable for the amount you get in
my experience. Until recently, this has been a drinks-led pub but being in a residential
and rural location it is good to see it extending its food offering as there is minimal
competition in the immediate area.
Ÿ They have recently joined the SIBA list so now have access to a large number of
local breweries previously unavailable to them under the beer tie.
Ÿ An extensive renovation is due in June to spruce up the interior, create an enlarged
kitchen and provide additional access facilities. The public bar will accommodate
the pool table, and additional seating will be provided in the former games room.
The interior (in my opinion long overdue for a refurb), should be greatly improved.
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This is welcome news for Wilmslow's real ale drinkers who up to now have had little
opportunity to sample local ales with good value food in the south end of town.
More information in the next edition, so watch this space!
TW
There is little outward sign of progress on
the new bar in Alderley Edge, the Botanist,
(situated next to the Potting Shed!) reported
in the last Out Inn Cheshire.
The building was securely hidden from view
by hoardings during the last week in April,
only its former title as the No 15 Wine Bar
being visible.

THE

LORD MOUNTBATTEN
70 MILL ST, CONGLETON
Over 500 beers already used
The first pub to have beers from
Front Row Brewery
in Cheshire

6 HANDPULLS
REAL CIDER
WARSTEINER
KALTENBERG HELL,
GOOD
BEER
PAULANER WHEAT BEER GUIDE
EUROPEAN BOTTLED BEERS

CHESHIRE’S VERY OWN TAP
- KEEPING IT LOCAL

The Black Swan, Lower Withington is
closed, apparently for interior alterations.
The website published by the owners of the
Swan Hotel at Newby Bridge in Cumbria
says that they are delighted with the
acquisition of a “cheeky little brother” for
their luxury Lake District hotel, adding that
it should reopen later in the summer.
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Chairman’s Thoughts
After this depressingly wet Spring we can at least
console ourselves with the thought that we can drink
Real Ale indoors in one of the many excellent pubs
we have in our area. But drinking on a lovely
summer evening is something we all look forward to.
For CAMRA locally, the first few months of the year
are hive of activity with:
# Good Beer Guide; selection of our local pubs.
# Pub of the Year voting and presentation.
Well done to the Egerton Arms in Chelford!
# Community Pubs Month.
# Preparation for, and involvement in, the Macclesfield Beer Festival in May
I've also, somehow, got onto the team running the first beer festival in Bollington in late July.
There won't be a big CAMRA presence at this festival but several CAMRA members will be
helping out.
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While there are still too many pubs closing, we're blessed in the area with some good news
stories and general increase in "good pubs serving good real ale": the Wharf & the Macc in
Macclesfield; Young Pretender & Lord Mountbatten in Congleton; Egerton Arms in
Chelford and Alderley Sports & Social Club. The Cotton Tree in Bollington is undergoing
a refurb and it looks much improved. This, on top of the well established and well run pubs
gives us hope. There are rumours of a new bar opening in Alderley Edge, selling real ale
which is, aside from the social club, a bit of a real ale desert.
Nationally, our favoured drink is under threat from both the government with
the beer duty “escalator” as well as a slightly uneasy increased pressure
from the anti-alcohol lobby. While we can't do much at local level, CAMRA
centrally has a big role to play. Please sign the e-petition at
https://submissions.epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/29664
>>>

John, Michelle and staff
welcome you to

Porter’s
Prince of
Wales
33 Roe Street
Macclesfield
SK11 6UT
01625 437007

7 Cask ales
available every day
Real fire - pub games - pool table
Big Charity pub supporting
East Cheshire Hospice and Donna Louise Hospice for Children
******************************************************************

>>>
CAMRA struggles to come to terms with the
pressure to embrace what has been called
"Craft beer" and trying to categorise it is
probably doomed to failure. In my opinion
we should just accept that we simply like
good beer in a good pub and not get
negative about the small scale resurrection
of keg. Whilst we don't have to actively
campaign for it, neither should we criticise it
or be negative about it. We, as a campaign,
should remember that we are a campaign
FOR something and not against something.
After all, variety is the spice of life.
My "other job" is writing
www.camrahops.com and I'm pleased to
report that all of London CAMRA is coming
on board this year. That adds a lot of pubs
into the system and will give a great push to
the national CAMRA online guide
www.whatpub.com which will be launched
soon. Quite where that leaves the Good
Beer Guide in a few years time is something
CAMRA needs to debate...

The Olde Park Gate at Peover has been in
the care of Matt Blythe & Zoe Naylor since
last autumn. Patronage seems to have
increased in recent weeks, largely due to
the return of former regulars who deserted
the previous licensee, and we hope their
success will continue.

Cheers!
Rob Nicholson, Chair,
Macclesfield and East Cheshire
CAMRA

OPENING HOURS
MON-FRIDAY
5 PM TO CLOSE

SAT-SUN

GOOD
BEER
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12 NOON TO CLOSE

THE

RAILWAY VIEW

Macclesfield

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL OUR REGULARS AND NEW CUSTOMERS
REAL ALES SUN PATIO POOL CARDS DOMINOES DARTS BAR SKITTLES
SUNDAY NIGHT QUIZ JAM SESSIONS FOLK SESSIONS ALTERNATE TUES NIGHTS
MONDAY NIGHT FREE POOL AND REAL ALES £2.10 A PINT

THE CONGLETON REPORT
A new licensee has taken over the Beartown Tap in Congleton; Julie
Banks, formerly of The Plough at Bignall End (which has won awards
under the Stoke branch) and the Davenport Arms in Calveley. The beer
lines have been replaced, there is a log burner, the beer garden has
been upgraded with decking and a flagged garden area.
The Tap is now currently serving 6 real ales, 5 of which are Beartown’s
own and 1 guest ale.
A mild or stout is always available.
The acoustic night on the second Wednesday of the month is proving to be very popular.
Food is planned with snacks, salads, paninis and home made Beartown bangers and mash
will be on the menu along with Staffordshire Oatcakes from Burslem.
Meanwhile, the Rose and Crown had been totally demolished by the first week in April.
At this time the Grove, at the other end of town, stood empty.
Much better news is the opening of the Young Pretender (see aside).

Bollington Beer Festival
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Bollington Arts Centre will see a 20 cask Beer Festival on Friday 21 and Saturday 22 July.
Located adjacent to the viaduct in the centre of Bollington on the main road, it is near the
stop for the No 10/10A bus which runs regularly between Macclesfield and Bollington.
The aim of the festival is to raise money for the Bollington Arts Festival in 2014. The major
sponsors are Bollington Brewery and the Macclesfield Express.
Local folk and jazz musicians will entertain on Friday evening, Saturday lunchtime and
evening. Food will be available during both days.
Festival opening hours will be 5 pm to 11 pm on the Friday and from noon to 11 pm on the
Saturday. The last 10A bus to Macclesfield departs Bollington at 11.35 pm. Entrance will be
£5 on both days including a souvenir glass to take away. Tickets will be available from the
following pubs in Bollington; the Cock & Pheasant, Poachers and Vale. In Macclesfield,
tickets will be on sale in the Park Tavern, Treacle Tap and Waters Green Tavern.
DA

Your hosts Tony & Lynda
Licensees for 24 years

Railway Inn, Mobberley
now a Free House
Open every day
for home made food and
locally sourced cask ales
Large bowling green available for hire
Beer garden & children’s play area

Open log fires
Music quiz every Sunday
Real ale from Dunham Massey
(real vinyl records) DJ Karl Wayne
Tel no 01565 873155
E mail a.davies560@btinternet.com
Web www.railwayinnpub.co.uk

GOOD
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Young Pretender is for Real
Barely 18 months after opening their first cafe bar, the Treacle Tap in Macclesfield, Bronwyn
Riley and Tim Sedgwick have opened another, this time in Congleton. The Young Pretender
(named after Bonnie Prince Charlie who passed through the town with his army in 1745)
opened on Easter Saturday after seven weeks of hard graft converting the old Toymaster
shop on Lawton Street which had lain empty for the previous three years.
Bronwyn and Tim have repeated the winning Treacle Tap formula, but more so.
The decor is similar with a plain wooden and tiled floor and simple wooden tables and chairs.
The walls are decorated with striking murals echoing the
style of pre-war propaganda posters, the work of the owners’
Norwegian artist friend. The shop is considerably larger
than the Macclesfield premises however, with a more
extensive bar at the rear. There are five hand pumps
serving mainly LocAles. Offerings from Tatton, RedWillow
and Beartown were recently on offer with in addition beers
from Magic Rock and Summer Wine Brewery. They also
stock over fifty bottled beers from around the world.
Food is kept simple but appealing with pies from the award
winning Great North Pie Company being offered in a variety
of interesting fillings.
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Again following the Treacle Tap formula regular event nights are planned with a book club,
a 'Beartown Bobbins' knitting group, and Spanish conversation group already up and running.
Regular Meet the Brewer evenings will also take place with the next one being Toby
McKenzie from RedWillow on 20 June.
Congratulations to Bronwyn and Tim for creating this attractive addition to the real ale scene
in Congleton.
DP

THE WATERS GREEN TAVERN
Your hosts,
Brian & Tracy
96 Waters Green,
Macclesfield
76 Windmill Street, Macclesfield
off the southern end of the Silk Road
A friendly traditional street-corner local.
“This is a true community local, with darts,
dominoes and crib teams, and is popular with
several generations of local families.”

Robinson’s Dark Hatter’s Mild and
seasonal beers always available,
plus the award winning Old Tom
strong ale in the Winter months.
CAMRA Pub of the Season,
Autumn 2009
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Weekdays 12-2.30 & 5-11
(Sat &Sun all day)

Opposite the
Railway Station

Real Cider now sold!
Ever changing guest beers
including George Wright, Hop Head,
Phoenix, Roosters, York & many more
Good Beer Guide 2011
Local CAMRA Pub of the Season
Winter 2008
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Bar meals served
Monday to Saturday lunch
No plastic food!
Real Chips!

This IS not a free house.

Alan Haselden took a three-day, walk from Whaley Bridge to Congleton, via Windgather,
Shining Tor, Macclesfield Forest, Shutlingsloe, Bosley Cloud and Mow Cop.
Bollington:
Late Afternoon, before checking into Red Oaks farmhouse, I had a decent pint of Young's
Bitter in fine condition amongst lively, hospitable locals at the Cotton Tree. This is a pub
with only one hand pump amongst many keg taps, but it's good to visit unfamiliar pubs,
especially ones overshadowed by others offering a broader choice. Later that evening it
was down to the Poachers Inn for Happy Valley's Black Magic stout beside a blazing log fire
before heading to the Vale Inn for Bollington's tan-coloured Winter Reserve and the rich,
full-flavoured Bollington Nights and a delicious home-cooked steak pie with chips and peas.
Bollington Nights and Oat Mill Stout are in my all time top ten and so I'm happy to
recommend this award-drenched brewery and pub. Furthermore, the staff and the locals
are welcoming and sociable.
Wincle and Wildboarclough:
Before calling into Hill Top farmhouse, I just made it to Wincle Brewery, now based in
Wincle itself, before closing time. In addition to Wincle ales in bottle, there were three
hand-pumps dispensing Wassale, Wibbly Wallaby and Wincle Waller. I had a pint of the
latter, which is a straightforward, satisfying session bitter, extremely pale in colour.
The brewer is friendly and enthusiastic while the place is well worth a visit not just for
the beer and cakes and what-not, but for the idyllic setting of the Dane valley in this part
of the Peak District, enchanting even in the sombre overcast twilight of my visit.
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After a hot shower, it was a half hour walk with torch along the dark lane to the remote Crag
Inn in Wildboarclough. The interior is replete with pictures and curios reflecting rural themes.
There's the odd splash of humour, such as the "Arkwright's General Stores" sign above the
bar - a reference the old Open All Hours TV show. Three cask beers were available: the
malty Wincle Sir Phillip (4.2%); the pale coloured, subtly fruity Peakstone Rock's Nemesis,
and Wincle's Wassale, too complex for words, with a hint of cloves in the aroma and flavour.
For the evening meal I had onion bhajis followed by a generous, hearty home-cooked
steak and kidney pie with proper chips and vegetables. Food, beer, staff and pub are top
notch. The Crag Inn is well worth a pilgrimage.

The Dog Inn
Well Bank Lane
Peover Heath, near Knutsford

Cask Ales from
Weetwood, Hydes plus
Guest beers
CAMRA Pub of the Season (Spring 2008)
Traditional English Home-cooked food
Served 12-2.30, 7-9.30 (12-8.30 Sunday)
Quiz nights
Thursday & Sunday
Happy Hour 5-7

Regular theme nights and music

6 en-suite rooms
Tel 01625-861421
Fax 864800

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE
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It is with great sadness we report the death of Gerry Bridgwood, former licensee of the
Crown at Goostrey. Gerry was one of our longest serving landlords being nearly 20 years
at the Crown. Altogether he had been in the pub trade 38 years starting off in Hanley after
playing professional football for Stoke and Shrewsbury Town.
Gerry & Cynthia had a final farewell do and Gerry died of a heart attack 2 days later, aged 67.
This is particularly sad for his wife Cynthia because they have been trying to retire from the
pub for more than 2 years but couldn’t because of the economic climate.
Our sincere condolences go to Cynthia, his sons Mark and Scott and all the family.

Award winning cask ales
& bottle conditioned beers
With over a decade of brewing
excellence and five Champion Beers
under our belt, we know that you’ll want
to ‘come round to our way of drinking’.

Our beers are brewed just as Mother Nature intended, without additives,
flavourings and colourings. We only use the finest natural ingredients,
pure hops and our carefully created blends of malts.

Tel: 01625 431234

email: stormbrewing@dsl.pipex.com
www.stormbrewing.co.uk

The Storm Brewing Co. Ltd, 2 Waterside, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 7HJ

