SOUTH CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY
Sat 2 June;
Sat 23 June;

Tues July 3;
Mon 9 July;
Sat 14 July;

Wed 29 August;

www.southcheshirecamra.org.uk

1 pm. Social, Hop Pole Crewe. [Wistaston Rd/]
1 pm. Yew Tree, Long Lane Spurstow. Branch meeting.
Weather permitting, this will a be a SCRAP outing, routing Crewe Church Minshull - Wettenhall - Alpraham - Bunbury - Spurstow and return
8 pm. Bhurtpore Inn, Aston. Social; first night of the Beer Festival.
There will be other opportunities to visit, as the festival lasts until 8 July.
8 pm. Borough Arms, Crewe. Town Pub 2012 presentation.
1 pm. Rising Sun, Station Road Scholar Green. Branch meeting.
SCRAP outing, weather permitting; Crewe- Haslington- Winterley- Hassall
Green- Lawton Heath End- Rode Heath- Rode Mill- Scholar Green
7 pm. Oddfellows, Welsh Row , Nantwich. Social and
distribution of publicity material for Nantwich Beer Festival 2012

A mostly rural area, but including the towns
of Crewe, Middlewich, Nantwich, Sandbach
and Winsford.
Branch Contacts:
Mark Jeffries 07741 036339
markgill@globalnet.co.uk
Derek Davey 01270 761039
d.davey45@btinternet.com
Ian Bray
01270 252045
maltosefalcon@tiscali.co.uk
Paul Hext
0784 6657833 (m)
h3xtyp@hotmail.co.uk

Every Monday evening in Crewe.
CAMRA / SPBW social,
7.30 in the Borough Arms
(3 beers at £1.50)
then 9.30 pm in HOPS (all beers £2 a pint).
All our events are open to
any CAMRA member,
anyone who likes beer or pubs,
and anyone who is just curious
to see what is going on!

The Bhurtpore Inn
Aston, Nantwich, Cheshire
South Cheshire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010
CAMRA Regional Pub of the Year 2006
Featuring many REAL ALES
from Britain’s small independent brewers
plus REAL CIDER & PERRY and
150 Bottled Belgian, German & British Beers
Revised Pub Opening Times
Monday- Thursday: 12 noon-2.30
& 6.30-11 pm
Friday - Saturday: 12 noon –12 pm
Sunday: 12 noon-10.30 pm

12 minutes walk from Wrenbury Station
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

01270 780917
www.bhurtpore.co.uk
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South Cheshire CAMRA presentations
Pub of the Year 2012. Awarded to the The Lodge, Crewe Road, Alsager. Presentation took
place on Thursday May 17. Congratulations to Phil and Helen Goodall on their achievement.
Like many of the great real ale pubs in the South Cheshire area, the Lodge has had a
chequered past. Uncaring PubCo ownership seems to have been the final straw, followed
by closure. Luckily the Lodge was bought by the Goodall's, who remembered the pub as a
once great local. They carefully refurbished and re-opened it as a family run real ale pub,
where good conversation is paramount, and the range of real ales always excellent.
Community Pub 2012. Awarded to the Lower Chequer, Crown
Bank, Sandbach. The oldest pub in Sandbach, it too has had a
chequered past. Previous tenants had allowed it to become an
uninviting place for a drink. Then Jim and Liz, carefully refurbished
it and turned it round rapidly into a thriving community pub.
Today it offers six real ales plus a real Cider and Perry
Photograph shows Derek Davey, Chairman CAMRA South Cheshire
on the left presenting the award to Jim Mason and Liz Cooke.
The Lower Chequer was runner up in the Pub of the Year 2012 competition.
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Spring pub 2012. Awarded to Ring O' Bells in Welles Street, Sandbach. Once this was a
Burtonwood Brewery pub. Later as a PubCo outlet it lost its real ale and eventually closed.
Last year, father and son team Bob and Shaun Hall bought it, and set about refurbishing it.
It is now an excellent example of a good town pub, with real ales and LocAle.
Bob and Shaun are to be
congratulated for their
hard work.
Photograph shows Derek
Davey, Chairman CAMRA
South Cheshire, centre,
presenting award to Shaun
on the left, and Bob Hall.

REAL ALE IN A BOTTLE TASTING: Mild and Bitter
Two contrasting Bottle Conditioned Ales to taste this time: a Mild from Woodlands, and a
Bitter from Toft Brewery.
First, to the Nantwich brewery, Woodlands, an established South Cheshire microbrewery
expanding with three pubs of its own. Appropriately for CAMRA’s ‘Mild in May’ month, the
Beer Emporium in Sandbach had their Mild (3.5% alcohol by volume) to taste. This is
described as ‘a stunning creamy mild reviving the taste of yesteryear’ on the label. The beer
was very dark, with a slight amber tinge, and clear. The aroma was faintly of liquorice with
an earthiness behind it. Milds as a beer style are typically malty and sometimes sweet with
only a light hop flavour. This one did not have much of a head when poured, as befits a mild,
but was certainly not flat with just about the right amount of carbonation on the tongue.
The taste was not sweet like some of the Black Country milds, but more bitter and malty with
little hop flavour – just like a traditional mild as in the label description. There was a slightly
dry, almost tart taste, but not unpleasantly so, with flavours of liquorice, roast malt and
faintly plum. At the end there was a reasonably long, malty finish for a mild, and a good
amount of body for a 3.5% beer. Woodlands have a very good example of a mild on their
hands here, which is eminently drinkable. It should not be merely confined to May!
By contrast, our second beer, from Toft brewery in Cheadle, Staffordshire, was a 4.0% abv
Pale Ale called ‘Full Toss’ (Toft’s beers have a cricketing theme). Toft is a true microbrewer,
with a one barrel plant and they brew in their spare time to fit in with the day job. The Beer
Emporium started stocking the beers after a plea from Potteries CAMRA for outlets to sell
the beers. The label describes the beer as having ‘a fresh light bitter taste with an aftertaste
of hops’. Amber/ mid-brown in colour, not quite as pale as we expected, it had an aroma of
malt with honey, syrup and butterscotch overtones. In taste it was bitter, but not particularly
hoppy, with a citrus flavour, some of the panel finding it a touch sharp and astringent.
Butterscotch and malt balanced the taste, however, and the beer improved with more tasting.
It wasn’t too carbonated, and had a lasting bitter and malty finish which developed on the
tongue. Overall, it was a well balanced beer which was pleasant to drink and would be good
on a summer’s evening.
Both beers were kindly supplied by the Beer Emporium, Welles Street, Sandbach
DD

5 Real Ales on offer
2 open log fires & and cosy dining room
2 '4' 1 on our very popular menu on Tues, Wed and Thursday, 6 till 7:30
Live folk music on Thursday evenings and live music last Friday of every month
“Pay what you think it’s worth” first Wednesday of each month

Beautiful countryside and canal walks from the pub
Dogs welcome

The Star Inn
Telephone;
01270 625067
Web-site
www.thestarinnacton.co.uk

Chester Road
Acton
Nr Nantwich
CW5 8LD
Mon-Fri; 5-11 Sat-Sun: 12-11
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Middlewich
Last year we reported on the upturn in
fortune for the Golden Lion. Since then
there have been many changes in the town.
One major one was the purchase from
Enterprise Inns of the White Bear on
Wheelock Street by Paul Cochran from that
well-known hub of Real Ale, Sheffield.
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This has been given a facelift; removal of
the external render from the lower part
revealing the old brickwork below the black
and white, showing how it would have
looked many years ago. Inside, there a
great deal of work was done to open up the pub, bringing it up to date whilst retaining a lot of
character.
The result is a much classier feel, which has certainly found a welcome in the town since it
re-opened in November 2011. The bar is at the centre [photo], with a ‘lounge’ area on the
right and the dining room to the left. Food is very popular with a fantastic selection of fresh,
home-cooked food available throughout the day, between light bites and a la carte menus.
There are no fruit machine and no pool table. Dogs are welcome in the back room and the
beer garden has been revamped.
On the beer front, Paul had conducted a certain amount of research into the local breweries
and their beers, even making an appearance at the Nantwich Beer Festival. The five pumps
have regularly had LocAle beers from: Beartown who provide the house beer White Bear,
together with a changing second beer, along with Merlin, Offbeat, Woodlands, Tatton, Wincle,
and Dunham Massey. A CAMRA meeting was held there in February and the range of beers
was very much appreciated. [Although too late for inclusion in the 2013 Good Beer Guide,
we hope that the quality of beer available will make it a contender for future inclusion and
possibly result in Middlewich being represented once more].

The

Globe Inn
Audlem Road
Nantwich
01270 623 374

Woodlands Brewery Tap
10 Real Ales from the award winning brewery, Stapeley
Open 12 pm - 11 pm all day, every day
Food served all day,
Monday-Saturday 12 pm-9 pm, Sunday 12 pm-8 pm
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Regularly changing menu featuring home made dishes
using fresh local produce
10 minutes walk from Nantwich Railway Station
New beer garden now open

Further changes are anticipated. The function room on the first
floor is now completed, and three letting rooms should be
available later this year. The White Bear is due to play a major
part in the Middlewich Folk and Boat Festival in June, with
acts booked throughout the weekend.
www.thewhitebearmiddlewich.co.uk
In the meantime that seems to have spurred others into upgrading
their offerings. The King’s Arms next to St Michael’s Church has
undergone a makeover and two hand-pumps for Black Sheep and
Theakston's have appeared. This is a new departure in what had
been a keg only free house.
At the other end of town, the Big Lock has had a new permanent
roof on the smoking area and an internal remodelling following a change of ownership in
the past year.
Further along Lewin Street, the Cheshire Cheese has new bold red signage making a
distinct visual impression. The Narrowboat continues to offer good ales and food while the
White Horse and King’s Lock will have real ale for the new boating season.
PAH
Alan Haselden made a 15-mile cross-country walk between Winsford and Nantwich stations
via the Shropshire Union canal and meadows and fields “We called at Wettenhall's idiosyncratic Little Man at lunchtime for a pint each of the fruity
Orkney's Dark Island and Archer's Old Burt bitter to accompany a scrumptious Cumberland
sausage bap and home-made chips meal. Four other non-local ales were on offer, though
the pub was soon expecting casks from Blakemere Brewery. (A source tells me that
Blakemere intends to open a pub on Winsford's Delamere street early this year!)
Across more fields (livestock thankfully in sheds) and along another stretch of the Shroppie,
we arrived at Acton just after 4 pm to find the Star closed as expected and so we sauntered
on to Nantwich's Black Lion for a Weetwood's Old Dog and then to the Globe for pint of
Woodland's Best Bitter and couple bowls of their excellent hand-cut chunky chips.
After that it was back to Runcorn by train, which can be done in about 50 minutes including
the wait at Crewe.”

35

Other news
All of you, and I hope there are many, who use buses to get to pubs in the South Cheshire
area, take a good look at the Public Transport Consultation document published by
Cheshire East. In summary it means an 18% reduction in funding for local bus services. It
will probably mean that any sparsely supported bus routes will be highly modified, or worse.
You may read the document online at
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/transport_and_travel/public_transport/public_transport_support_info.aspx

You will have until 22 June to make your contributions. These is also an online survey.
The Lower Chequer, Sandbach has a Beer festival over the
Jubilee Weekend; June 1 to 5. Thanks again to Jim Mason for
arranging another very successful visit to Joule's Brewery at
the Red Lion in Market Drayton.
Brewing continues on a regular basis at the Borough Arms,
Crewe. Fyne ales have also been making regular appearances,
with Jarl being extremely popular.
The Hop Pole, Wistaston Road, Crewe. has had a refurbishment
and is suitably improved. The British Lion, Nantwich Road,
Crewe is closed.
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HOPS, Crewe. Not many people
seemed to be aware of the significance of Titanic Iceberg available
on the 14 April. Two people very much aware were Ed and John,
[pictured drinking Iceberg from suitably ancient glassware, although
sadly not of quite RMS Titanic vintage] in memory of the Titanic.
Nags Head, Wheelock. By the time you read this, this one-time pub,
should have been transformed into an Indian Restaurant. It follows
in the footsteps of the Cheshire Cheese at Gresty and the White Lion at Hankelow which
have had similar treatment. A shame really, but at least it is not an apartment or private
dwelling conversion.

The Rising Sun
Station Road, Scholar Green, Cheshire ST7 3JT

Wade and Colleen offer you
a friendly welcome
as well as Good Food and
5 Real Ales (two rotating Guest Ales)
Open;
Monday-Thursday
Friday
Saturday Sunday

;
pub
ide come!
s
l
l
a
Can ters we
boa

12 - 3 and 5 - 11.30
Open All Day From 9.30 am-Midnight
Open All Day From 12 noon-Midnight

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Home-cooked locally sourced food available:
Afternoons:
Monday - Saturday 12 - 2.30, Sunday All Day 12 noon - 8
Evenings:
Monday - Friday 6 - 9, Saturday 5.30 - 9.30
Breakfast available: Friday 9.30 am - 12 noon

10% OFF Food Voucher

01782776235

www.risingsuncheshire.co.uk

Not to be used with any other offer;
e. g. 2 for £10, Sunday Lunch
or Steak Night

Refurbishment of Joule's Leopard in Nantwich
should have started by the time you read this.
It is due to reopen in September. Interesting to
note that Joule's are not increasing their beer
prices during 2012!
The Wilpraham in Nantwich is still for sale.
The Swan, Marbury has been refurbished and
re-opened with new tenants.
Nearly time for the Bhurtpore Beer Festival,
Aston. 130 ales will be available over the six
days of the Festival, [July 3 to 8] plus usual
and unusual ciders and perries; and of course
those wonderful curries. Not to be missed. If
inclined, you may camp in the field at the back
of the pub. And, don't forget that Wrenbury
station is only a twenty minutes’ walk from the
Bhurtpore. There is a good service from Crewe
and Shrewsbury, with extra trains calling at
Wrenbury on Saturday. See website
http://www.bhurtpore.co.uk/

Pub Art
Commission a painting,
or sketch, of your favourite pub,
by local artist.
Would make an original gift.
Prices kept as reasonable as possible.
Contact Don Bryan 01744 20243,
mobile 07999 578988
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Woodlands Brewery opened
the Barbridge Inn near
Nantwich in March and we
understand that it has
exceeded all expectations
for both beer and food sales.

The Lower Chequer Inn

,

Crown Square, Sandbach, CW11 1FW
South Cheshire CAMRA Publicans of the year 2009
Six ever changing real ales
from Cheshire and other small independent brewers
Mon-Thur 6 pm-11 pm
Friday 4.30-11 pm
Sat 12 noon-11 pm
Sun 12 noon-10-30 pm

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

2012 Good Beer Guide
Large patio area
overlooking ancient Saxon Crosses
and cobbled Town Square
Family and dog friendly

Circa 1570

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Sandbach
The Limes had Woodlands Red Squirrel on hand-pump on a recent visit, a tasty
3.5% bitter, to supplement the Wells Bombardier.
Cider and perry continue to sell well at the Lower Chequer, with the range
expanding as interest increases. The Chequer will be holding a beer festival in
the marquee at the rear over the Jubilee weekend. That’s on top of the normal
range of six revolving beers, all from small breweries.
Close by in the market square, the Market Tavern had Robinson's Unicorn Bitter,
Dizzy Blonde and a seasonal ale with a Dickensian theme earlier in the spring.
The Beer Emporium in Welles Street, with its massive range of Real Ale in a
Bottle continues to thrive, with new beers shoe-horned in wherever they can fit in.
Just along the road, the Ring O’ Bells is now up to three beers permanently,
with one as Marston's EPA and the other two from micros, often local, such
as Merlin, OffBeat and Tatton. The pub uses 36 pint casks, rather than the
usual 72 pint ones, allowing for more beers to be featured.
Tatton has also been on in the Cricketers, together with Oakham.
Finally, Robinson's former Iron Grey is now an internet Café, which at least means it is in
community use rather than converted into flats as often happens with town-centre pubs.

3rd Nantwich Beer Festival 2012
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Plans for this year’s beer festival are underway we are just awaiting budget approval. Subject to this,
the festival will take place from Friday 28 to Sunday 30
September at Nantwich Cricket Club, Whitehouse Lane.
We look forward to seeing as many people as possible
enjoying a beer in the sun outside the marquee.
Note that for the first time this is not part of Nantwich
Food & Drink Festival which is two weeks earlier.
Follow us on Facebook – ‘CAMRA’s Nantwich Beer Festival’ or via the website,
www.nantwichbeerfestival.org.uk
PAH

CHESTER & SOUTH CLWYD
CAMRA DIARY
For the latest events, please visit the branch web site
www.chestercamra.co.uk
Sat 16 Jun;
All-Day Social: Birmingham Jewellery Quarter Crawl
Thur 21 Jun;
Branch Meeting: White Horse, Overton-on-Dee Start: 8.15 pm.
Fri 22 Jun:
Evening Social: Pub Gardens Summer Tour
Fri 29 Jun;
Evening Social: Altrincham Pubs Trains from Chester
Sat 7 Jul;
Bishop's Castle Real Ale Festival A minibus trip
Thur 19 Jul;
Branch Meeting: The Cellar, Chester Start: 8.15 pm.
Fri 20 - Sun 22 Jul;
Chimneys Beer Festival, Hooton Green, Hooton, Ellesmere Port
Fri 27 Jul;
Evening Social: Around the Wirral starting at Wheatsheaf at Raby
As well as Chester and its environs, this Branch covers an area
stretching from Parkgate on the Wirral to Tushingham in the South.
Branch Contacts:
(phone numbers, are 01244– unless otherwise noted)
Chair: Brian Vardy
373298 chairman@chestercamra.co.uk
Socials: John Bowyer
680865 socials@chestercamra.co.uk
Secretary: Keith Porter
secretary@chestercamra.co.uk
Membership: Craig Papworth 313182
membership@chestercamra.co.uk
New faces at the Wheatsheaf in No Mans Heath. Ant and Emma oversaw the revival of the
Carlton Tavern in Handbridge before taking time out from the licensed trade. With batteries
recharged, they’re back manning the hand pumps and weaning the locals off the dreaded
Smooth. Beartown Bear Ass has featured as a regular with the likes of Woodlands Best
Bitter on as guest (at £2 a pint). It’s a free house with a great garden for the summer and
offers a selection of homemade food. Pop in. It’s just off the A41 near Malpas.

THE ENTHUSIAST’S CHOICE
16 Handpumps
10 Regularly Changing Guest Cask Ales
Over 2000 Guest Beers per Year
plus Traditional Cider
12
Featured in the Good Beer Guide 1994-2008
Weekly Competition to win a week of Real Ale
Live Jazz Band on Mondays
MILTON STREET
CHESTER
CH1 3NF
TEL; 01244 350035
FAX; 01244 345635
www.millhotel.com

Bar Food
125 En-Suite Bedrooms
~ Restaurant Canaletto ~ Broad Beam Restaurant Cruise
~ Peppermill Restaurant
~ Health Club & Beauty Spa
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PUB OF THE YEAR JOINT ENGLISH WINNERS
With voting for our English Pub of the Year 2012 resulting in a dead heat for top spot, we
decided to avoid the possibility of a fist fight amongst the branch membership and jointly
proclaimed both establishments as our champions. Therefore we offer our heartiest
congratulations to Telford’s Warehouse and the Brewery Tap on their prestigious awards.
Both pubs are in Chester. The independently-run Telford’s is just outside the city centre by
the Shropshire Union canal basin and is as well known for its live music as for its ales.
Meanwhile, the Tap occupies a former Jacobean great hall on Lower
Bridge Street and was the visionary creation of Spitting Feathers brewery.
Our Welsh award went once more to the Bridge End at Ruabon (pictured),
which in case you were blissfully unaware, won CAMRA’s national
competition for 2011. Best wishes to them in trying to retain that title.
St Martin’s Lodge
We’ve always thought there was a gap in a pub crawl round Chester’s walls. Where to go
between Bridgegate and Watergate? Well, that missing link is about to be filled now that
planning permission has been given for a new pub near the racecourse.
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St Martin’s Lodge, set back between the HQ building and the Conservative Club, was
designed and built by 18th century Chester architect Thomas Harrison as his own private
residence. Currently it stands forlorn and boarded up but Brunning & Price - masterminds
behind the likes of Old Harkers Arms, Grosvenor Arms (Aldford), Dysart Arms (Bunbury),
Sutton Hall (Macc) – will soon be setting to work on the place.
Founding partner Graham Price says that they “ will focus our energies on sympathetically
restoring and enhancing a classic Georgian building: you will find good old furniture, lots of
prints, old photographs, rugs and books, and open fires. It’s going to be a classic country
pub in the city, with character in spades. One of the things that attracted us to the property
were the extensive gardens: what better way to break up a day’s shopping in town than a
cooling drink in a proper pub garden within the city walls?”
Opening date is likely to be in the autumn.

WEST CHESHIRE WITTERINGS
Ashton, Duddon & Tarvin
Property developers have obviously been
casting their covetous eyes around the
Tarvin area recently. A planning application
has been submitted to convert the boarded
up Headless Woman at Duddon into a
private residence with eight other houses to
be built on site. Rumours also abound that
Punch Taverns have sold the Golden Lion
at Ashton Hayes to a private buyer allegedly
with grand designs for new houses on the
pub car park. A survey of villagers had
shown an encouraging response to the idea
of a community owned pub. Guess which
we’d prefer?
Will the Copper Kettle be still standing by the
time OIC goes to print? Looking increasingly
forlorn and derelict on the A54 Tarvin
by-pass, fencing has been placed around it
presumably in readiness for its demolition
and replacement with 18 homes.

THE OLDE
COTTAGE INN
CAMRA PUB OF THE SEASON
- SUMMER 2011
THREE CASK ALES
TIMOTHY TAYLOR GOLDEN BEST,
LANDLORD & A GUEST ALE
ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE
LOCALS’ PUB WITH DARTS, DOMINOES,
BAGATELLE & POOL TEAMS
COAL FIRES
FOR THOSE COLD WINTER MONTHS

All are welcome - Jean & Trevor
NO FOOD - NO SKY SPORTS,
COVERED SMOKING AREA TO REAR
34-36 Brook Street, Chester
01244 324065

CHESTER COMMUNITY PUBS CRAWL
A handful of us braved the wet weather to venture to the Bridge Inn,
Boughton. As April was ‘Community Pubs Month’ we decided to
visit some of the out of town pubs which are located within their
own local community. This first pub had a real cider (Westons Old Rosie) and 5 beers on
hand pumps: Higsons Bitter, Jorvik Blonde, Doom Bar, Youngs Bitter and Taylor Landlord.
The Higsons was good and some of my fellow travellers enjoyed the Jorvik Blonde.
The rain eased as we walked down the road to the Mount, a popular locals’ pub with fine
views over the River Dee and Meadows from the terrace; but not this evening! Weetwood
Bitter was the popular choice here. A lively atmosphere with lots of comings and goings.
A short walk across the main road then turning into a side road brought us to the
Spital Vaults, a pub I’ve never visited before. It is located among several streets of terraced
house so should be well supported. There is a separate public bar and lounge but the latter
has had to give up some space for a pool table. A glance into the bar revealed a bagatelle
table and dart board so obviously they’re into pub games here! Jennings Bitter was the
only real ale available but acceptable, however the loud, heavy rock music was not, so we
swiftly moved on to the Royal Oak in Hoole. A busy local with wide catchment area and
serving a wide range of Marston’s beers, always in good condition. I tried the Sneck Lifter
and it made a welcome change from the previous lighter beers.
A short walk up the road, across Hoole Road led to the Lodge Bar, a modern hotel bar
which features a large outdoor space at the front, but not many people out there on this
evening! Beers available were: Moorhouse Pendle Witch, Thwaites IPA and Moose Abuse
Juice. Another lively venue and some of the group ended their travels here since it was
close to home leaving the rest of us to walk down to the final pub of the evening which was
the Olde Cottage, just on the outskirts of the city. This is very well supported by the local
fraternity who play darts, dominoes, pool and bagatelle. Think I had Doom Bar in here but
the memory is a bit hazy. It was a good evening visiting local pubs, some for the first time.
John Bowyer

The Ship Inn
Relax in our cosy, traditional English pub
with real fire and great bar platters.
From brunch until dinner,
classic British cuisine served all day
4 Hand Pull Cask Ales
2 regularly changing guest Cask ales.
In our first twelve months open we have used
over 20 breweries, showcasing local brewers
WC Brewery, Beartown and Weetwood
Join us for live music every other Friday & Sunday
Or our famous Quiz & Curry night on a Wednesday
Winner of Most Family Friendly venue 2010
“God bless The Ship and all who ale in her”
FREE HOUSE, The Ship Inn, (Just over the weir!),
Handbridge, Chester,
CH4 7HL. Tel: (01244) 678400
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Spitting Feathers Social
It was standing room only on the minibus as we started our trip to the Spitting Feathers
brewery in Waverton. Good to have a very well attended trip including some new members,
who were probably tempted by the special offer of a free ride for the evening!
We were greeted by owner Matthew Whalley who ushered us into a small barn with a bar
and here we could choose from: Fools Gold 3.8%; Thirstquencher 3.9% or 1862 4%, the
latter made using lager hops and is also the construction date of the farm buildings.
We quickly quenched our thirsts and, after refilling our glasses, the first business of the
evening was for our chairman to present Matthew with an absurdly belated Silver award for
Champion Beer of Cheshire 2010 for Spitting Feathers Old Wavertonian Stout.
Then it was on to the brewery tour with Matt explaining the process and the ingredients
used before proudly showing off his new equipment – 5 conical fermenting vessels.
Each has a capacity of 9 barrels (36 x 9s) and are larger than the previous equipment.
This improves the quality and consistency of the brew. Knowing my fondness for the darker
beers Matt gave me a sample of the Dark Velvet Mild straight from the fermenter. It was
still fermenting and not clear but I enjoyed that lovely malty taste with a hint of bitterness
afterwards; looking forward to May when it will be in the pubs!
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Back to the bar and a different choice of beers including Empire IPA 5.2% and Revolution
Pale Ale 4.6%. Food was now served and we were treated to pork ribs, sausages and roast
potatoes. The pork is from pigs on the farm who are fed on spent grain from the brewery so
how’s that for true recycling! After another few drinks and social mingling it was time to leave,
a taxi to Chester for those with last connections home to catch whilst the rest of us had another beer and left in the minibus. A very pleasant social evening, enjoyed by all I’m sure,
and many thanks to Matthew at Spitting Feathers for his hospitality. (John Bowyer)
The Cross Keys on Duke Street, Chester has reopened after a polished refurbish featuring
lots of wood, glass and mirrors by owner Joules Brewery. Particularly impressive are the
specially commissioned stained glass windows which depict other pubs in the Joules
portfolio. Excellent Blonde, Pale Ale and Slumbering Monk are on the hand pumps.

Family-run
Award-winning
Free House
on Halkyn Mountain
Walkers, Riders & Cyclists welcome
Locally-sourced Home-made &
Traditional Meals
We’ve had hundreds of
regularly changing Cask Ales,
Ciders and Perries
and keep our own
locally brewed
Blue Bell Bitter & Dark Blue (Porter)
Rhosesmor Road, Halkyn, CH8 8DL

www.bluebell.uk.eu.org
Tel 01352 780309
Cider Pub of the Year 2010
CAMRA Regional Award
Winners 2007/2008

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Tattenhall Twitterings
A rare blank day in the football calendar gave me the chance to do my OiC deliveries in and
around Tattenhall with the weather forecasters promising some very heavy downpours.
First up was Carriages just off the A41 which styles itself as a licensed restaurant, caravan
and campsite, B&B and real ale pub. That’s just about all bases covered but sadly on the
day of my visit the bar area was undergoing refurbishment and there was no real ale
(usually Thwaites) available. I was assured by the bar staff that once the alterations are
complete cask beers will return.
My next port of call was Mitchell’s Wine Bar on the edge of Tattenhall village. They
deservedly have an excellent reputation for food but drinkers are also welcome to sample
beer from the single hand pump in the small bar area. The beer on offer was a perfectly
acceptable pint of Weetwood Eastgate. Sadly the glowering skies deterred me from
venturing outside into the garden, which on a warm summer day (if we ever get one) is
a lovely place to linger over a pint.
In the centre of the village the Bear & Ragged Staff has been keg
only for some years having succumbed to the fad for turning
pubs into Thai restaurants.
The Letters is a pub of some character but was quiet on the
occasion of my visit with Black Sheep and Cain's Bitter on offer.
Across the road the attractive Sportsmans Arms had Thwaites
Bitter and Wainwright's on the wickets.
Finally it was up the hill to the Pheasant at Higher Burwardsley
which is worth a visit just for the magnificent views of the
Cheshire Plain and the hills of North Wales. Inside it didn’t
disappoint with Weetwood Best, Eastgate and Old Dog
supplemented with a guest in the form of Cottage Tornado.
There was just time to quaff a pint of Weetwood Best on fine form
before heading home prior to the impending deluge. F.Gumby

Ellesmere Port
Not good news from two former cask outlets. The Woodland in Whitby appears to have had
its hand pumps removed. When asked why there was no real ale we got the usual excuse
that “hardly anyone was asking for it” which is probably true in what is undoubtedly barren
soil for barley and the hop. To reinforce the feeling that urgent missionary work needs
undertaking to achieve a Damascene style conversion of Portites from keg to cask comes
from the Grace Arms on Grace Road whose hand pump survives but is now redundant.
At least are things are brighter around Childer Thornton and Hooton which local quaffers
have dubbed the Golden Triangle. Included in its boundaries are the fine community
twosome, the Halfway House (Marstons) and White Lion (Thwaites), and also the Hooton
by Hooton station, often a late night saviour when things go badly wrong on Merseyrail.
The Hooton staged a beer festival in May whilst normally serving the likes of Deuchars,
Hobgoblin and Doom Bar. Finally, down at the A41 traffic lights, is Chimneys. Belonging to
the Vintage Inns group they will be staging another of their beer festivals on the weekend
commencing Friday July 20. That was a cracking do last time around so make space for it
in your diary.
The Old Cottage, Brook Street, Chester
Plans have been unveiled for the long
now has access to beers from SIBA with
boarded up Nags Head in Farndon.
Offbeat Kooky Gold being the first selection.
Shops, homes, apartments and business
Bucking the trend for stronger ales, landlord
units could replace the eyesore in the
Trevor prefers to keep the ABV down to
centre of the village.
4.2 and lower. Hear, hear!
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Chester Beer Appreciation Society

Chester Beer Project

CBAS gathers in Chester on the first
Tuesday or Wednesday of each month to
celebrate their love of beer.

Seeing as quite a few of you may well find
our pub reports, shall we say, somewhat
anodyne and inoffensive, you might well like
to take a look at a blog centred round a tour
of all Chester’s pubs and bars.

Their mission is simple: to discover the pubs
of Chester, explore the world of beer, meet
interesting people and enjoy themselves!
They use their collective bargaining power
to negotiate with pub/bar owners to
a) showcase new beers or run themed
evenings, or
b) secure discounts on beer/food which
are then passed onto the group.
They make no money from this; this is all
done on a voluntary basis, and done purely
because they like to meet new people,
try new things and get out once in a while.
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Recent nights have included the Cellar and
the Pied Bull where the group were able to
sample many different styles of ale / beer
and enjoyed complimentary food.
If you are interested in coming along either
RSVP via @therealc_bas, find them on
Facebook, visit therealcbas.wordpress.com
or drop them an email at
andy.tabberer@gmail.com.

The Chester Beer Project is the brainchild of
group of drinkers who regularly meet up on
a Thursday night for a few pints. After what
was probably a few too many, on one of
these sessions they decided they would
visit every pub in the city (about 120) and
write a blog about their experiences. The
result is a very witty and, to say the least,
irreverent journal of the city’s pubs with their
experiences ranging from outstanding
through distinctly average and on to the
terrifyingly bad.
The CBP are a bunch of blokes who like a
drink rather than beer geeks and they never
intended that it should be a serious review
of pubs but the blogs have gained a cult
following in the city and even the local press
have picked up on their musings.
Completing their mission in February, they
nominated the 10 Worst and 10 Best pubs
in Chester. Can you guess their No. 1
picks? Find out by visiting
chesterbeerproject.blogspot.com

City Road, Chester
(just up from the train station!)

3 draught Belgian ales
Over 30 European and American bottled beers and ales
10% off Cask Ale For CAMRA members Sunday to THURSday
Live music Friday and Saturday
Opening times: Mon-Thurs 4-late, Fri & Sat Noon-2:30 am, Sun noon-midnight
Food served Monday to Thursday 5-9, Free bar-bites Fridays 5-7
Free bacon butties all day on Sundays!
For more info visit www.thecellarchester.co.uk

TRAFFORD & HULME
CAMRA DIARY
We cover the Borough of Trafford - that's places like Altrincham, Sale, Stretford and Urmston
plus Hulme (west of Princess Road), a large chunk of Manchester City Centre
and some bits of north east Cheshire.
All members, old and new are warmly welcomed. See www.thcamra.org.uk

Thurs 7 Jun;
Tues 12 Jun;
Thurs 14 Jun;
Thurs 21 Jun;
Tues 26 Jun;
Thurs 28 Jun;
6 - 7 July;

Branch Meeting, Conservative Club, Market Street, Altrincham
Quiz & social, Electrik, Wilbraham Road, Chorlton
Pubs by Tram; 8 pm Packet House, 8.40 Navigation, 9.20 Gardener’s Arms
Solstice Social, 8 pm, Swan with Two Nicks, Little Bollington
Social, Greyhound, Ashley
Quiz & social, Volunteer Hotel, Cross Street, Sale
Chorlton Beer Festival in association with St Clements Church,
Edge Lane, Chorlton. Friday 5 pm - 10.30 pm Saturday 2 pm - 10.30 pm

WE WOULD LIKE TO MEET SOME OF OUR LESS ACTIVE MEMBERS.
YOU ARE WELCOME AT SOCIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS.
THERE ABOUT 650 MEMBERS IN THE BRANCH NOW — WHERE ARE YOU ? ?
Please contact Bev with any ideas that you may have that you wish to be arranged.
We now have an account with the Manchester Community transport for minibus hire, with a driver.
chair@thcamra.org.uk (bevalitabev@yahoo.co.uk)
Branch Contact – John Ison 0161 962 7976. Or E-mail Jon Gobbett at membership@thcamra.org.uk

Pub and Club of The Year
Costello's Bar, Dunham Massey's Brewery Tap, is Trafford & Hulme’s Pub of The Year for
2012. The award was presented on Friday, 25 May with the evening helped along by a prize
raffle and buffet. This excellent bar is tucked away at 18 Goose Green in Altrincham.
May saw the Club of the Year presentation to Altrincham Conservative Club.

MOBBERLEY VICTORY HALL
MEMORIAL CLUB
11th ANNUAL BEER FESTIVAL
Friday 27th, Saturday 28th, Sunday 29th July 2012

FEATURING 20 BEERS FROM CHESHIRE INDEPENDENTS
ALL PRICED £2.60
Friday Night Live Band & Disco
Saturday Night Live Band & Rock Disco
Sunday Afternoon Open Bowls Competition
B.B.Q. Friday, Saturday & Sunday
Camping Area Available
FRIDAY 5 PM - MIDNIGHT
SATURDAY NOON - MIDNIGHT
SUNDAY NOON - 10.30 PM
For more details check our web-site

www.mobberleyvhmc.speedy.uk.net
Or telephone Gary on 01565 872451 or 07917825745
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LISTINGS; LIVE MUSIC
Free listing;
details!
have your
us
t
le
st
ju

Music Room

Acton, Nantwich Star
01270 627296
Allostock
Three Greyhounds 01565 722234
Alsager
Mere
01270 882019
Altrincham Old Market Tavern 0161 927 7062
Audlem
Shroppie Fly
01270 811772
Bollington Dog & Partridge
01625 573596
Broken Cross Ridgegate
01625 439932
Chester
Bridge Inn
01244 316299
Chester
Cellar Bar
01244 318950
Chester
Marlborough
01244 323543
Chester
Telford’s Warehouse 01244 390090
Congleton Waggon & Horses 01260 271680
Gawsworth Harrington Arms
01260 223325
Halkyn
Blue Bell
01352 780309
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Handbridge Carlton
Knutsford
Cross Keys
Knutsford
Lord Eldon
Lach Dennis Duke of Portland
Lower Walton Stag
Macclesfield Hollins
Macclesfield Macc
Macclesfield Millstone
Macclesfield Railway View
Middlewich Big Lock
Middlewich Boar’s Head

01244 671070
01565 750404
01565 652261
01606 46264
01925 261680
07983 335501
01625 423704
01625 606637
01625 423657
01606 833489
01606 833191

Mobberley Bull’s Head
01565 873134
Nantwich
Black Lion
01270 628711
Nantwich
Railway Hotel
01270 623482
Nantwich
Wilbraham Arms
01270 626418
Poynton
Royal British Legion 01625 873120
Sandbach
The Fox at Elworth 01270 760219
Smallwood Bluebell
01477 500262
Styal
Ship Inn
01625 523818
Swettenham Swettenham Arms 01477 571284
Warrington Albion
01925 231820
Wilmslow
King William
01625 524022
Wrenbury
Dusty Miller
01270 780537

See
www.outinnc
heshire.co.uk

ad hoc folk music, Thursday evening.
Jam Night, Wednesday; call for details
Live music every Tuesday in term time.
Rock music Saturday & Sunday evenings.
Acoustic folk music every Monday 8:45 pm
Folk Club Fridays 8:30 - £2 unless guest is on
Irish and Folk with Sully every Friday, 8.30 pm
Live music every Saturday
Live music Thursday & Saturday evenings
Live music Friday & Saturday evenings
Live music most evenings
Live music every second Saturday
Folk Session, Friday Evening
Old time sing-a-long every Friday evening.
traditional Folk Monthly, every 2nd Thurs
Live acoustic Jam session second Friday
Trad Music session, 1st & 3rd Weds from 9 pm
Thurs; open mike night, Saturday; live bands
Jazz on Sundays
Jazz on Thursdays, 9 pm.
Friday and Saturday
Tuesday acoustic night
Saturday
Tuesday evgs, alternating Jam and Open Mic.
Folk, first Sunday of the month, 8 pm.
Saturdays, (Folk Jam 2nd Sat of the month)
‘Open Mic’ night, third Wed of the month
Folk. 1st and 3rd Wednesday nights.
Live music Fri and Sat, ad hoc Tues & Thurs
Live music Friday and Saturday
‘Open Mic’ night every Sunday 8.30
R&B 2nd Thurs, Jazz, 3rd Thurs of the month
Live music every Saturday 9 pm
Folk Music, last Monday of the month, 8.30
Irish/folk every Saturday evening
Live music most Wednesdays
Live music Saturdays, Jam last Fri of the month.
Last Saturday of each month
Acoustic folk every last Friday in the month

Surely there must be more live music than this? Bands, fans and licensees are encouraged to tell us
about new entries for this listing. It is replicated on the web-site too, at www.outinncheshire.co.uk

The quiz listing will be back in the next issue; the quiz and live music lists are so long
that we are obliged to alternate them for space reasons!

Advertising in Out Inn CHESHIRE
Out Inn Cheshire is a not for profit publication of the Campaign for Real Ale, itself a not for
profit consumer group. Printing costs are funded entirely by advertising income.
We accept advertising from just about anybody, so long as it does not offend our
campaigning or other sensibilities!
Our readership is estimated at between 30,000 and 40,000 readers per quarter.
The current advertising rates are in the blue box on the right.

Good Beer Guide 2012
The 2012 Good Beer Guide is fully revised and updated, with details of more
than 4,500 pubs across the UK serving the best real ale.
From country inns to urban style bars and back street boozers, all selected
and reviewed by CAMRA's 127,500 members, this is your definitive guide to
finding the perfect pint.

v Over 4,500 urban and rural pubs, giving
details of food, opening hours,
beer gardens, accommodation,
transport links, pub history, disabled
access and facilities for families.
v Informative features section, with
articles on pubs, beer and brewing,
as well as beer festival listings from
around the country.
v Fully revised and updated every year
by committed CAMRA members across
the country.
v Unique brewery section listing all the
900 breweries in the UK - micro,
regional and national - that brew real
ale, with tasting notes for hundreds of
their beers written by a trained CAMRA
tasting panel.
v £15.99 (£10 for members)
Order on-line from www.camra.org.uk
or from good book shops.

YOUR RIGHTS
You should receive a full pint, not 90%.
Well, the licensee expects to be paid in full!
We always ask them politely to “squeeze a
drop more in”, or top it up, please”.
If you have a chipped glass, dirty cutlery,
bad food or sour beer, don’t hesitate; let
the staff know, politely. It is easy for things
to be missed in a busy session: a little
courtesy and understanding on both sides
should resolve matters.
It is a legal requirement for
representative price lists to
be readily visible.
If the licensee won’t put
things right, then call
Trading Standards or
Environmental Health.
(See a phone book,
web site, public library
or town hall.)

EDITORIAL DETAILS
Telephone: 01565-653096 (H)

E-mail: editor@outinncheshire.co.uk
Website: www.outinncheshire.co.uk
Edited by George Symes with Production and Technical Wizardry by Martin Baxter
Published by the Cheshire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale
Views expressed in Out Inn Cheshire are those of the individual authors
and are not necessarily supported by the editor or CAMRA
Printed by Delmar Press (Colour Printers) Ltd of Wall Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5LS
01270 624122 Fax: 01270 626841 E-mail: info@delmarpress.co.uk

Advertise with us let our readers be your customers!

ADVERTISING RATES
Colour Black & White
£75
£50
£150
£90
£300
£180

Out Inn Cheshire welcomes new advertisers,
no matter what your business.
Reach over 40,000 discerning readers!
We publish quarterly, with a print run of 12,200
being distributed free to over 400 pubs, off-licences
and other outlets across the county.

Small
Medium
Full page

We are happy to design your ad for you!

Next Issue;
Copy Deadline; 1 August
Publishing Date; 1 September (approx)

New advertisers are always welcome.

advertising@outinncheshire.co.uk
Substantial discounts for regular slots
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