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Trips; Paul Miller 07837749614

Sat 29 Sept; Nantwich Beer Festival social
Tues 16 Oct; 8.30 pm. Branch meeting in Runcorn
at a venue to be confirmed.

paul.miller@thermo.com
Branch info; David Gray 01925 727787
david.grey11@btinternet.com

COMMUNITY PUBS MONTH & HALTON PUB OF THE YEAR
A group of intrepid Halton CAMRA members set out to mark Community Pubs Month with a
mini tour of some of the best real ale pubs in Runcorn and Widnes. The crawl started at the
Premier (Wetherspoons) in Widnes where 2 milds, 2 bitters and remarkably 3 real ciders
were on offer.
The minibus then crossed the Runcorn bridge and more local CAMRA members joined us at
the Prospect Inn, Weston Village. A roaring fire and a good menu complemented a fine
selection of well kept real ales including Timothy Taylor's Golden Best, Landlord,
Adnam Broadside and Young's Bitter.
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David Gray, Branch Chair presented the 2012 Halton
Pub of the Year award to Jim and Michelle at the
Prospect (see photo). He drew attention to the
difference that they had made since their arrival and
how the pub had been revitalised by their efforts.
Many members drew attention to the consistency and
quality of the real ales and the quality of the drinking
environment was clear to all. Indeed with the real fire
and the fine ales, some locals and CAMRA members
could have fallen asleep! The Prospect Inn is back to
its busy but very comfortable best.
Finally the tour ended at the Tunnel Top in
Dutton where comments were made about
the excellent condition of the Spitting
Feathers Thirstquencher on tap.
We also sampled the Spitting Feathers Dark
Velvet Mild. Good milds can be hard to find,
but this was in excellent condition and
thoroughly enjoyed.
Additionally, Coach House Coachman’s
Best was available and on good form.
Kevin and Moira made the group welcome,
and it was very hard to leave!
A couple of stalwarts had a last pint at the
Premier in Widnes before heading home
and reflected on the fact that it had been
an excellent day, and that real ale is very
much alive
in Halton,
even if it
needs
seeking
out.

Dutton Cheshire WA4 4JY
The place to meet
CAMRA 2013 GBG & LocAle accredited
serving a wide range of real ale;
see the website for what’s available.
Traditional pub food cooked to order
12-9 Mon – Sat & Sun carvery 12-7
booking advised.
Function room available

Halton Community Pub 2012
Tuesdays Charity Quiz & Bingo at 9
Tel: 01928 718181
Web: www.tunneltop.co.uk

Community Pub of the Year
Halton CAMRA has recognised the achievements of Moira and Kevin at the Tunnel Top in
Dutton by a making a special award. Local members voted unanimously to award a special
"Community Pub of the Year" award to Moira to recognise the hard work and commitment of
the team at the Tunnel Top to their local community.
Moira and Kevin galvanised the local community to fight
off a planning application for a change of use at the pub,
and have made the Tunnel Top very much a focus for
local events and a true hub of the community. Before
Moira took over at the Tunnel Top, the pub was in a very
bad way, and its association with quality real ale was very
much a thing of the distant past. It is now committed to
serving real ale, especially locally brewed beers. These
are consistently available and the Tunnel Top is the only
"LocAle" accredited pub in Halton.
David Gray, Branch Chair presented the award in June and commended the pub and
recommended pubs lovers to drop in to the Tunnel Top to savour some excellent beer in
a true community pub. He remarked that for a pub consistently to
serve such good quality traditional beer and to have its roots
so firmly embedded into the local community was both unique
and a credit to the hard work of the management team.

HIGH PEAK
An occasional entry from this area on the fringes of Cheshire;

POYNTON SHOOT
We start close to the end of the 191 bus route in Higher Poynton at the Boar's Head,
adjacent to Middlewood Way; the old railway, now a walking/ cycling track. The pub, which
serves excellent lunches, has added cask Thwaites Original and Doom Bar to the regular
Black Sheep Bitter from Masham; all in good condition.
Catching the bus back into the recently renovated Park Lane in the village centre, we visited
the Farmer's Arms, a Robbies pub, serving 1892 Mild (formerly Hatters), Double Hop IPA,
Unicorn and the seasonal Crusoe; again all on form. This lively pub comes complete with
lunchtime food, big screen TVs for the football (great atmosphere when England or
City/United play) and even a defibrillator if things get too exciting!
Further down Park Lane, again on the left hand side, we find the Red Rock (formerly the
Cask Tavern). This is now in the hands of Ray Cooke, who is gradually turning the pub round.
Ray is keen to promote cask ale, and offered a choice of Jennings Cumberland Ale, Copper
Dragon Golden Pippin and Adnam's Broadside. Again, the beers were good.
Round the corner, off London Road South, on St. George' Way West is the Poynton Royal
British Legion, local CAMRA Club of the Year. It is now home to the Worth Brewery, too.
On tap were Fiery Fox Cider from Gwynt y Draig; Northumberland Brewery Fuggles Gold
and two LocAles from the Worth stable: Long Row and Redacre, recently voted Best Beer
at the Blyth Rugby Club's Jubilee Beer Festival.
Our last port of call was the Bull's Head on London Road North. A great pub, with snug, tap
room and main bar, which does lunches Monday to Friday. Beers on tap on the day of our
visit were Wadworth 6X; Thwaite's Original and Tribute from Cornwall, all excellent.
A very pleasant visit to Poynton to sample the pubs, restaurants and to experience the
adventurous Shared Space scheme where pedestrians and vehicles have equal priority.
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Sat 8 Sept:

Presentation of Cheshire Pub of the Year 2012 Award, 3 pm
Lower Chequer, Sandbach.

Sat 15 Sept:

Branch meeting, Red Lion, Wybunbury,1 pm

Fri 21 Sept:

Social at Northwich Beer Festival, 5 pm

Fri 28 Sept-Sun 30:

Nantwich Beer Festival; see below and aside for details

Sat 27 Oct:

Branch meeting, Big Lock Middlewich, 12 mid-day
Followed by visit to Royal British Legion Beer Festival.

Sat 10 Nov:

Queens Arms, Winsford. Branch meeting, 1 pm, followed by visit to
Beer Festival at Winsford Peoples Lifestyle Centre

Sat 1 Dec:

Bhurtpore, Aston. Branch meeting and Christmas social, 2 pm.

A mostly rural area, but including the towns
of Crewe, Middlewich, Nantwich, Sandbach,
Alsager and Winsford.
Branch Contacts:
Mark Jeffries 07741 036339
markgill@globalnet.co.uk
Derek Davey 01270 761039
d.davey45@btinternet.com
Ian Bray
01270 252045
styrian@gmx.co.uk
Paul Hext
0784 6657833 (m)
h3xtyp@hotmail.co.uk

Every Monday evening in Crewe;
CAMRA / SPBW social,
7.30 pm in the Borough Arms
(3 beers at £1.50)
then 9.30 pm in HOPS (all beers £2 a pint).
All our events are open to
any CAMRA member,
anyone who likes beer or pubs,
and anyone who is just curious
to see what is going on!
See the website for details

Nantwich Beer Festival 2012
The Eleventh Nantwich Beer Festival takes place on the last weekend in September from
Friday 28th to Sunday 30th.
For the third year will be at the Nantwich Cricket Club on Whitehouse Lane.
Once again we will have a great selection of beers featuring the brewers of South Cheshire,
along with some from the rest of the county, the neighbouring counties of Derbyshire and
Staffordshire along with our guests representing the Wars of the Roses between the
Houses of York and Lancaster.
And for apple and pear appreciators; there will be a good range of ciders and perries.
We open at 5 pm on Friday, 11 am on Saturday and midday on Sunday.
We are looking forward to seeing you all there, so please don't forget to put the dates in your
diary and to tell all your friends to do the same!
Catering will again be provided by After Five, together with the Hot Hog Roast Company
from Tarporley.
Anyone interested in sponsoring the event please contact the Organiser, Paul Hext for
details of the options available at h3xtyp@gmail.com or on 0784 6657833.
For all the latest news on beers, bands and catering please follow us on Twitter - @nantwichbf, Facebook -CAMRA's Nantwich Beer Festival, or the website,
www.nantwichbeerfestival.org.uk
PAH
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People with taste are drinking Real Ale

Sandbach Area News
The Lower Chequer had been voted CAMRA
Champion Pub of Cheshire 2012 as we went to
press and landlord Jim Mason was planning a beer
festival on 6 to 8 September to coincide with the
presentation on 8 September at 3 pm. It’s a welldeserved reward for Jim’s unstinting support of
real ale and the high quality range of six real ales
and two traditional ciders that he has on tap. The Beer Festival will have 12 beers on cooling
stillage in the beer garden and another 6 in the main pub building [all on hand pumps], plus
a range of real ciders. If it is anything like the last one, it will be a venue well worth visiting.
The attached photo shows Jim and Liz, on the right of the picture alongside their wonderful
staff, at the festival bar. This photo was taken at the Jubilee Beer Festival.
Contrasting sad news came from the
Ring O’ Bells which closed its doors in June
after a valiant attempt by the owners to make
a go of the former Burtonwood house.
Despite putting on a few different real ales
and winning an award from the local CAMRA
group, it wasn’t attracting enough custom;
a great shame.
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A similar fate has befallen the George, which
has been in limbo for some time and is now
shut and under offer.
On a brighter note, we hear good reports of the quality of the Frederic Robinson beer on in
the Market Tavern (together with Robinsons Unicorn Bitter and Dizzy Blonde), and sampled
some very tasty Oakham JHB and Tatton White Queen at the Cricketers, where a cider has
been put on one of the hand pumps. Two Moorhouse ales were spotted recently.

Further afield, a trip out to the Rising Sun, Scholar
Green, produced good reports on the excellent quality
of the pub’s Ringwood Boondoggle and Jennings’
Cocker Hoop.
A gap in the rainy weather allowed us to cycle out to
the Blue Bell at Spen Green and sample some
Springhead Robin; a very malty bitter. The less
unusual Tetley Bitter and Wells Bombardier were also
on the hand pumps.
We have also visited the Brownlow nearby, where
four real ales are offered, including Beartown Zesty
Bear and a cask ale from Weetwood.
Finally, the new owners of the Fox and Hounds at Sproston, on the way to Holmes Chapel,
are making changes, with the carpets removed to reveal the polished flagstone floor, and
new simpler furniture giving it a more modern feel. Hobgoblin, Landlord, Greene King Old
Speckled Hen and IPA were on sale when we visited just after it opened, and we will be
interested to see how it develops.
DD
Merlin Brewery visit
On a pleasant July day a group of CAMRA members met at the Lower Chequer,
Sandbach, eager to visit our local brewery; Merlin's micro brewery in nearby Arclid.
After a few drinks in the bar we were kindly transported to the brewery by the
Lower Chequer’s Jim and Sue from Merlin. On our arrival we were offered three fine ales
to sample; Dragon Slayer, Kings Ale and the newly launched Excalibur.
After sampling we were shown around the 8 barrel plant by owners Dave and Sue Peart.
They described the brewing and bottling process and their future plans.
Discussions continued over further refreshments kindly provided by Dave and Sue
[who also ferried the happy imbibers back into Sandbach for onwards dispersal].
Our thanks to Merlin for a great afternoon out.
JD/IB
Merlin’s bottle-conditioned ales are now available at the Beer Emporium, Sandbach’s
specialist bottled beer shop, and are proving popular.

5 Real Ales on offer
2 open log fires & and cosy dining room
2 for £12 on all main bar meals Tues and Thurs between 6 pm and 7.30 pm

New BISHOP'S TABLE dining room and menu
Cash prize game every Friday at 8
Recently awarded the Cask Marque
Beautiful countryside and canal walks from the pub
Dogs welcome

Telephone;
01270 625067
Web-site
www.thestarinnacton.co.uk

The Star Inn
Chester Road
Acton
Nr Nantwich CW5 8LD
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Crewe and roundabout news
The Borough Arms was voted Town Pub 2012 by CAMRA
South Cheshire. John, the landlord and owner of this town
centre pub, does his best to ensure an ever changing variety
of beers, with certain favourites like Bishop’s Farewell, Jarl,
JHB, Absolution making regular appearances. Photo shows
Chairman Derek Davey presenting the award to John. The
Borough Arms Brewery has a new selection of beers:
Ourangoutang (4.8%); Citramania at 4.3%; Stormy Mild
(4.1%); Old Ginger Porter (4.2%) and Old Porter (4.2%).
The new pub manager at the Gaffers Row Wetherspoons in Crewe, Garry Marsland says
that he intends to go "all out" to make the Gaffers one of, if not the leading real ale pub in the
Crewe area. He has worked with CAMRA North Cheshire for the last 3 years at the Penny
Black in Northwich and built up a great relationship in the process. The Penny Black recently
won CAMRA North Cheshire Pub of the year, 2012. This is an achievement that Garry would
love to emulate at the Gaffers Row. We look forward to Garry's tenure at the Gaffers.
Renovation work continues at a steady pace at the Romping Donkey at Hassall Green,
but the pub is now scheduled to re-open in late 2012 or early 2013. This will be Woodland
Brewery's third pub, the other two being the Globe in Nantwich and the Barbridge Inn.
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The Lodge, Alsager, as reported in June was CAMRA South
Cheshire Pub of the Year, 2012. The photo shows Derek Davey
presenting the award to the Goodall family who own and run this
wonderful pub. To use an expression familiar to readers of Michelin
Guides, “well worth the detour”.
Also in Alsager, the Mere was closed and looking rather forlorn.
A handwritten notice states “closed until further notice” However,
once the Leopard has re-opened, work should start on renovating
the Mere. Planned changes already submitted to the council.
Opening expected in early 2013
IB

The

Globe Inn
Audlem Road
Nantwich
01270 623 374

Woodlands Brewery Tap
10 Real Ales from the award winning brewery, Stapeley
Open 12 pm - 11 pm all day, every day
Food served all day,
Monday-Saturday 12 pm-9 pm, Sunday 12 pm-8 pm
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Regularly changing menu featuring home made dishes
using fresh local produce
10 minutes walk from Nantwich Railway Station
New beer garden now open

The Bhurtpore Inn
Aston, Nantwich, Cheshire
South Cheshire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010
CAMRA Regional Pub of the Year 2006
Featuring many REAL ALES
from Britain’s small independent brewers
plus REAL CIDER & PERRY and
150 Bottled Belgian, German & British Beers
Revised Pub Opening Times
Monday- Thursday: 12 noon-2.30
& 6.30-11 pm
Friday - Saturday: 12 noon –12 pm
Sunday: 12 noon-10.30 pm

12 minutes walk from Wrenbury Station
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

01270 780917
www.bhurtpore.co.uk

Joules Brewery Tap
The Leopard on London Road will be the brewery tap in Nantwich for
Joule's Brewery of Market Drayton. Extensive refurbishment is currently
taking place and it is scheduled to open on 21 September.
We will bring you more news and pictures in the next issue of Out Inn
Cheshire.
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LOCAL ADVERTISERS WANTED!
To help us balance up the newsletter,
we would love some more advertising from
Halton, Trafford & Hulme and from South Cheshire and West Cheshire.
Call the editor for the rates
and ask about special discounts.

The Rising Sun
Station Road, Scholar Green, Cheshire ST7 3JT

Wade and Colleen offer you
a friendly welcome
as well as Good Food and
5 Real Ales (two rotating Guest Ales)
Open;
Monday-Thursday
Friday
Saturday Sunday

;
pub
ide come!
s
l
l
a
Can ters we
boa

12 - 3 and 5 - 11.30
Open All Day From 9.30 am-Midnight
Open All Day From 12 noon-Midnight

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Home-cooked locally sourced food available:
Afternoons:
Monday - Saturday 12 - 2.30, Sunday All Day 12 noon - 8
Evenings:
Monday - Friday 6 - 9, Saturday 5.30 - 9.30
Breakfast available: Friday 9.30 am - 12 noon

10% OFF Food Voucher

01782776235

www.risingsuncheshire.co.uk

Not to be used with any other offer;
e. g. 2 for £10, Sunday Lunch
or Steak Night

The Black Lion
Nantwich
Tel: 01270 628711
E: info@blacklion-nantwich.co.uk
W: www.blacklion-nantwich.co.uk
The Black Lion, situated close to the centre of this historic market town,
is an Olde Worlde pub dating back to 1664 and is one of the oldest pubs
in Nantwich. An old timber framed building with wattle and daub,
oak beams, and a combination of wooden and stone floors and old
furniture make it full of character.
Set on two levels, you will find two bars downstairs with a roaring fire
greeting you in the colder months along with six to eight real ales
permanently on tap, three regulars from a local brewery and
constantly changing guest beers, or if you prefer, a selection of
carefully chosen wines.
Upstairs, which is adorned with interesting bric-a-brac holds the
main dining room as well as a lounge area with sumptuous
leather sofas and arm chairs.
Our menu, which changes frequently, offers dishes from around
the world, which are all freshly prepared, and as much as possible,
is sourced from local produce.
Once a month we feature live music entertainment, and most Tuesday
evenings you can enjoy listening to our regular band jamming away

Opening Times
Drinks
Monday
Tuesday, Wednesday& Thursday
Thursday - Saturday
Sunday
Food
Tuesday – Saturday
Sunday

5 – 11pm
12 – 3pm / 5 – 11pm
12 – 11pm
12 – 10.30pm

12 – 2.30 / 6 – 9pm
12 – 5pm

Come and celebrate our Octoberfest at the Black Lion
Thursday 11 to Sunday 14 October.
Great selection of local beers,
along with local pies and bangers.
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The Lower Chequer Inn

,

Crown Square, Sandbach, CW11 1FW
South Cheshire CAMRA Publicans of the year 2009
Six ever changing real ales
from Cheshire and other small independent brewers
Mon-Thur 6 pm-11 pm
Friday 4.30-11 pm
Sat 12 noon-11 pm
Sun 12 noon-10-30 pm

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE
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2012 Good Beer Guide
Large patio area
overlooking ancient Saxon Crosses
IRE
and cobbled Town Square
SH THE
E
CH OF 0 1 2
Family and dog friendly
B

Circa 1570

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE
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PUBS: YOUR HERITAGE
Use Them - or Lose Them!

Family-run
Award-winning
Free House
on Halkyn Mountain
Walkers, Riders & Cyclists welcome
Locally-sourced Home-made &
Traditional Meals
We’ve had hundreds of
regularly changing Cask Ales,
Ciders and Perries
and keep our own
locally brewed
Blue Bell Bitter & Dark Blue (Porter)
Rhosesmor Road, Halkyn, CH8 8DL

www.bluebell.uk.eu.org
Tel 01352 780309
Cider Pub of the Year 2010
CAMRA Regional Award
Winners 2007/2008

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

