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Real Ale for beginners
...in the pub
It’s on a hand pump.
You can see the bar person physically pulling the beer to serve it.
You may occasionally see beer served direct from the cask, by gravity from a tap.
You often see this at a Beer Festival.
If the beer you see is dispensed from a hideous sculpted or illuminated monstrosity
on the bar, leave it alone; it’s not real (it will be lager,
keg beer or smooth beer. Leave that for the others and
go for the tasty real thing on the hand pump).

...in the supermarket or off-licence
Read the label.
There may be a CAMRA logo like this one >
or the label may refer to a yeast sediment,
to cloudiness or may actually call it “Real Ale in a Bottle”
or “Bottle Conditioned”.
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Don’t be misled by the silly names or fancy bottles and labels;
you have to do your homework and read the label!
Oh, and it’s always bottled. Tins are always very, very bad.

What’s it all about?
Surely there is plenty of real ale: what is CAMRA needed for any more?
Lots of reasons!
· Much-loved pubs are closing at a rate of knots, lost for ever.
· Favourite brews are axed and well-loved breweries closed.
· Popular pubs are turned into theme pubs where many people no longer feel welcome
· Pubs with a good choice of real ales stop trying and sell only boring national brands,
or even worse, just keg beers.
So what can you do about it?
Þ

Go to the pub more often.
There are many alternatives competing for your time and disposable income,

but the only one of them that is in danger of disappearing after serving the
people of this happy land for centuries, is the traditional pub.
There is a pub for everyone. Our pubs are a part of our precious heritage.
Very simply, you must use them or lose them.
Þ

Be less timid when you go to the bar.
With well over 2000 Real Ales to choose from in this blessed island,
only the staggeringly unadventurous would stick to the handful of
heavily advertised mass market brands.
Take a chance on finding a truly great beer: go for the hand pump.

Þ

Join us.
The campaign is growing rapidly and has over 144,800 members.
People of all types and ages, united by a love of quality and choice.
Europe’s most successful consumer organisation and its best
social club.
Give us a call, or talk to us at one of our socials or Beer Festivals.
You would be most welcome.

Your membership application form
is on the back cover.

CAMRA: The Campaign for Real Ale….
is a volunteer organisation,
the only body speaking for all pub users.
We are all doing this in our spare time,
because we care about real beer and good pubs .
CAMRA is the most successful consumer organisation of all time;
the voice of the consumer can make a difference,
even against uncaring Big Business.
We can’t do it without you; we need your help.
New members are always very welcome.
If you have joined but not shown yourself yet please feel free to get in touch
so you can join in with the campaigning
and the fun.
Most of us are house-trained,
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THE COVER SHOT
This issue’s cover photograph shows the Lower Chequer in Sandbach.
Set in a timeless cobbled street close to the famous Saxon Crosses of
this historic market town, the Lower Chequer as well as being chosen as
CAMRA Cheshire Pub of the Year 2012 has just been awarded the coveted
title of Regional Pub of 2012 for the Merseyside and Cheshire areas.
This makes it one of the top 16 pubs in the UK for 2012!
See page 32 for full details.
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CHAMPION BEER OF CHESHIRE 2012
Over September and October, this competition was again hosted by Northwich and Nantwich
Beer Festivals with the final again at the Guildhall on the Friday afternoon of Chester Beer
Festival.
An interesting range of beers progressed to the final. From Northwich the winners were;
Merlin The Wizard, Frodsham Aonach, 4T’s Galaxies and Beartown Bearly Literate with the
four from Nantwich being Pied Bull Matador, Woodlands Midnight Stout, Tatton Gold and
Coach House Gunpowder Mild.
As well as the finalists, it was good to see the varied range of beers nominated, with more
than ever coming under the Speciality Beers category, be they
American or Belgian style or the contradictory Black IPA.
In a close final the three winners announced were;
GOLD MEDAL
PIED BULL MATADOR
SILVER MEDAL
WOODLANDS MIDNIGHT STOUT
BRONZE MEDAL
FRODSHAM AONACH
Congratulations to the winners and here’s to 2013 with even more
brewers.
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IS THERE SOMETHING IN THE WATER?
These last twelve months have seen a real growth in micro breweries emerging in Cheshire,
and now a concentration of four breweries in the Runcorn area. Two of these are 4T’s and
Blueball Brewery.
The 4T’s brewery, under the guidance of John Wilkinson, has relocated from Warrington to
take over the original 5 barrel plant used by Blueball. Blueball has re-equipped and now the
brewery uses a new 2.5 barrel plant in a business unit, in the EBL Centre, off Picow Farm
Road, Runcorn. The third element of this cosy corner of brewing in Runcorn, is occupied by
the Homebrew Supermarket, located next door to Blueball, and run by Martin Ramsden.
www.homebrewsupermarket.com
The breweries work independently of each other, and each has its own pub.
4T’s operates out of the Tavern in Church Street in Warrington. This location
is part Sports Bar, part Music Bar, depending on the time of day. A welcoming
cavern of a pub, with a refreshing, relaxing contempory feel to the location.
This is the growing tap for the blossoming range of outpourings from the 4T’s
brewery. The latest offerings include Golden Goose, Face the Hops, Red and
H’Poppy and Warcas.
You can check out the website on: www.4tsbrewery.co.uk/beers-for-delivery-this-month.php
The Blueball Brewery runs a pub in Chester; Kash, 121 Brook Street,
CH1 3DH. Located close to Chester railway station, this is an ideal location to
allow the traveller and visitor to sample the wares from this brewery. Directors
Alex and Torry have lived and worked in America for a number of years, and
favour producing beers with an American pedigree, whereas Mark Wainwright
who joined the company this year, prefers to produce English style beers,
with Black Penny, a 4.5 Stout, and Green Hop, a 3.8 bitter being very well
received in recent weeks. www.blueballbrewery.com
Both breweries have a growing range of real bottled beers available, as well
as traditional casks, either available directly from the brewery, or next door from the
Homebrew Supermarket. This little corner of brewing in Runcorn, was recently featured on
local radio, and will be featured soon in the local Press, a visit well worth the effort, whatever
your requirements, be they large or small.

TATTON BREWERY, OPEN EVENING
THIRSTY THURSDAY, 20 SEPTEMBER 2012
Tatton Brewery opened its doors to the general public for
the third time this year, on 20 September.
Thirsty Thursday; what a great concept! The original idea
was to allow the trade and general public to visit, and
meet the brewer Gregg and the team, who explain the
workings of the brewery. Gregg gives guided tours, and
has quite an audience waiting for them, but there are other
attractions at this brewery, not least this time, six very
drinkable draught beers.
Each event appears better than the last; this one was a
marketing triumph for the Tatton blondes . Not only were most of
the complete draught selection from Tatton on sale, but a whole
range of bottled beers and complementary Tatton products were
also available, together with live music from local duo Crow and
the Hunter, together with Manchester Morris Men. All this created
a great atmosphere, enjoy by a large number of people who had
traveled far and wide to be present.
What really made this event, was the presence of a range
of artisan producers using Tatton beer in a range of foods.
Each company had a stall, and the brewery resembled a
mini market. It really was a great atmosphere, with plenty of
produce to sample.
Tatton Brewery have worked hard to encourage the use of their
beers in cooking and commercial products. Companies using Tatton Brewery beers include
Ÿ Waugh Brown Farm, with steak and Ruck & Maul Porter sausages,
www.waughbrowfarm.co.uk
Ÿ Galore Foods, selling a range of artisan seasonal preserves, including Golden
Seville marmalade with Tatton Gold, www.galorefoods.co.uk
Ÿ Chorlton Cheese with Ruck & Maul Porter, www.chorltoncheese.co.uk
Ÿ Pate and Wine Company, using Stilton and Ruck and Maul Porter,
www.facebook.com/ThePateandWineCompany,
Ÿ Canal Chocolate Company, with Ruck & Maul Chocolates,
www.canalcottagechocolates.co.uk
With Christmas around the corner, there should be plenty of stocking fillers with all these
goodies, and please do not forget the range of beers, both draught and bottled and gift
boxes available from the brewery. www.tattonbrewery.co.uk
Keep in touch with the Tatton Brewery website to discover what other ventures this
enterprising brewery will reveal in the near future. To join their mailing list email your details
to info@tattonbrewery.co.uk. They are currently planning the winter Thirsty Thursday which
is likely to go on tour and I cannot wait for the next opening of the brewery in the near future.
John Robinson

BEER TAX SCANDAL; THE “ESCALATOR”
Following the signature of a CAMRA petition by over 100,000 people, a debate was held in
the House of Commons in November. MPs spoke strongly against the damage being done to
the trade and our communities and our heritage by repeated above-inflation tax rises and
they voted unanimously for a review. The Treasury Minister promised to “take away a lot of
messages and make sure the Government does more to help the industry.”
Why do I not feel reassured? CAMRA is continuing to lobby against this corrosive measure.
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Brewed in Cheshire
Brewers – if you have any news about your brewery that you would like to see reported
please email gary_chester@outlook.com or contact your CAMRA Brewery Liaison Officer.

Cheshire breweries are all about local beer for local people. But it’s much more than that.
The reduction of “beer-miles” where beer is produced close to where it is consumed is to
be encouraged in these days of high fuel prices and global warming.
CAMRA has launched a “LocAle” promotion to support this campaign so
watch out for posters and stickers in those pubs that serve a local beer.
Most PubCos can now access their local breweries (see articles in OIC).
The list on the right is noted with a red asterisk where the brewer is a SIBA member. If you
are a licensee who has been told you can’t, then please contact us – we may be able to help.
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Cheshire Brewers
4T’s Brewery will be launching three beers in their Gods &
Goddesses range in December to compete with the spicy beers,
as they will all be pale and hoppy. Watch out for Aphrodite, Athena
and Artemis.
You may have spotted Red & HPoppy, brewed for a beer festival
at Boothstown RBL club with £10 from every cask being donated to
the Poppy Appeal.
Beartown Brewery are celebrating as their 5.8% beer Wojtek
(occasionally seen in cask form) won both the “Europe’s Best Pale
Bitter over 5%” award and the “World’s Best Pale Bitter over 5%
award at the World Beer Awards 2012. See page 19 for more details.
Driven by success, Bollington Brewery have retired their original brewing kit after an
amazing 550 brews! By the time you read this, the first brews should be available from
their new larger plant.
Frodsham Brewery have produced a special beer called “Danny” for the Daniel Adamson
Preservation Society (this is a boat not a person!). A donation from every cask or bottle
sold will be made to this registered charity.
Happy Valley Brewery have launched an unusual brew for Electrik in Chorlton balled Black
Out 4.4% Rum Stouter; a cross between a stout and a porter with 25 year old oak aged rum.
You may notice a difference in the beers from Northern Brewing of late, as all their beers
have been rebranded under the Blakemere name with some stunning new label and pump
clip designs. Take a look at their new website www.beer-monster.com .
Cheshire breweries are keeping in the winning ways, as Tatton
Brewery recently won a silver medal for Obscure and a bronze
medal for Ruck & Maul at the International Beer Challenge 2012.
Finally an apology. It looks like we have been missing the Pied
Bull Brewery from our listings until now. Based in the Pied Bull
pub in Chester, they operate a 1 barrel plant with beers usually
available at the pub and local beer festivals. Their Matador has
just been crowned as Champion beer of Cheshire; see page 4.
Local Family Brewers
Lees of Middleton have a Christmas seasonal on offer in their
pubs: Plum Pudding, a 4.8% beer brewed with Styrian Golding
hops and a hint of ripe fruit.
>>>

LocAle
Cheshire’s Independent Craft Brewers
plus a few very close by
4Ts (Warrington)
07917 730184
www.4tsbrewery.co.uk
Beartown (Congleton) *
01260 299964
www.beartownbrewery.co.uk
Blue Ball (Runcorn)
01928 238442
www.blueballbrewery.com
Bollington Brewing Co *
01625 575380
www.bollingtonbrewing.co.uk
Borough Arms (Crewe)
07523 946730
www.borougharmscrewe.co.uk
Brimstage (Wirral)
0151 342 1181 www.brimstagebrewery.com
Cain's (Liverpool)
0151 709 8734 www.cainsbeers.com
Cheshire Brewhouse (Congleton) 07830 304929 www.cheshirebrewhouse.co.uk
Coach House (Warrington) * 01925 232800
www.coach-house-brewing.co.uk
DB (Sutton Weaver)
07739 325742
www.dbbrew.com
Dunham Massey
0161 929 0663 www.dunhammasseybrewing.co.uk
Frodsham (Frodsham) *
01928 787917
www.frodshambrewery.co.uk
Front Row (Congleton) *
07861 718673
www.frontrowbrewing.co.uk
Goodall’s (Alsager)
01270 873669
Happy Valley (Bollington)
07758 512080
www.happyvalleybrewery.co.uk
Merlin Brewing (Arclid) *
01477 500893
www.merlinbrewing.co.uk
Mobberley Fine Ales
07879 771209
mobberleyfineales.co.uk
Northern (Blakemere) *
01606 301000
www.norbrew.co.uk
Norton Brewing (Runcorn)
01928 579907
Offbeat (Crewe) *
07502 096 438 www.offbeatbrewey.com
Peerless (ex Betwixt) (Wirral) * 0151 647 7688 www.peerlessbrewing.co.uk
Pied Bull (Chester)
01244 325829
www.piedbull.co.uk
RedWillow (Sutton)
01625 502315
www.redwillowbrewery.com
Sandstone (Wrexham)
*
07851001118
www.sandstonebrewery.co.uk
Spitting Feathers (Waverton) 01244 332052
www.spittingfeathers.org
Storm (Macclesfield) *
01625 431234
www.stormbrewing.co.uk
Tatton Brewery (Knutsford) * 07738 150898
www.tattonbrewery.co.uk
Tipsy Angel (Warrington)
01925 653326
Townhouse Brewery (Audley) 07976 209437
Weetwood (Tarporley) *
01829 752377
www.weetwoodales.co.uk
Wincle (Wincle) *
01260 227777
www.winclebeer.co.uk
Woodlands (Stapeley) *
01270 841511
www.woodlandsbrewery.co.uk
Worth (Poynton)
01625 873120
Why are we listing these?
Because we believe that beer brewed in the traditional way and sold locally is
a better product, creates local employment and is kinder to the environment.
We urge you to drink it when you see it and to ask for it if your local does not sell it.
If you are a licensee we encourage you to sell local beers where you can,
and if you are not free to do so, then ask your masters why not.
Your PubCo may have flexibility if you press them hard enough.
LocAle will give your business an edge.
* SIBA member (Society of Independent Brewers)
>>>
Robinsons of Stockport have a change to their usual Christmas seasonal this year with the
introduction of Tom and Berry, a 4.6% beer brewed using Goldings hops. And I’m sure
there’ll be the odd pin of Old Tom lurking on a few bars over the festive season too.
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