NORTH CHESHIRE
Covers Warrington and Vale Royal, including Frodsham, Lymm and Northwich.
Meetings are usually held in the Warrington/Northwich area, with regular surveys of outlying areas.
Beer Festivals are held every year, at Northwich
New members and formerly inactive members are especially welcome.
Branch contacts;
Ray Head
secretary@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
John Schooling
chairman@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
Out Inn Cheshire articles or adverts: Jeff Bouch
oiccoordinator@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
If anything of remotest interest is happening in your local, let these guys know!

www.northcheshirecamra.org.uk/
North Cheshire Pub of the Year 2012:
North Cheshire Club of the Year 2012:

Penny Black, Northwich
Appleton Thorn Village Hall

CAMRA DIARY
Feel free to call us for more information. Events start at 8 pm unless specified otherwise.
8 Dec;
20 Dec;
4 & 5 Jan;
7 Jan;
23 - 26 Jan;
25 - 26 Jan;
26 Jan;
26 Jan;
31 Jan;
12 Feb;
25 Feb;
12 Mar;

Christmas Social. Day visit to Chester
Branch Meeting. Ring O'Bells, Stretton.
Frodsham Winter Ales Fest. Parish Hall, Frodsham (not a CAMRA event)
Branch & GBG 2014 Selection Meeting. Black Swan, Rixton.
National Winter Ales Fest. Sheridan Suite, Manchester.
Tarporley Beer Fest. Community Centre, Tarporley (not a CAMRA event)
Afternoon Crawl of Manchester's Northern Quarter.
RNLI Beer Festival Lostock Club, Northwich (not a CAMRA event)
Acton Bridge Survey. Meet at Leigh Arms.
Branch Meeting. Chetwode Arms, Lower Whitley.
Antrobus/Stretton Survey. Meet at Antrobus Arms.
Branch Meeting. Ferry Tavern, Penketh.
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Around Lymm and Thelwall
The Little Manor in Thelwall continues to
serve good quality ale from the eight hand
pumps delivering six beers. The Brunning and
Price house beer and Coach House Cromwell
are still regulars, along with up to four guests.
The pub held a Beer & Bangers week at the
end of October, offering a choice of twelve
different sausages to complement twelve
different ales during the period.
At the Pickering Arms three hand pumps serve ales from its pub group’s list, including
Sharp’s Doom Bar, Lancaster Blonde and Robinson’s Dizzy Blonde. Again a good place
to visit for a meal and a pint.
The Barn Owl at Agden Wharf still offers a good choice of ales alongside the Thwaites
beers now offered as regulars. A place always worthy of a visit for variety and a decent
pint along with a meal.
The Green Dragon at Heatley has reopened after a short period of closure due to problems
with the electricity supply. The nearby Farmers Arms has also re-opened after closure, but
as a Marco Marco Restaurant.

Into Latchford
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The one time Burtonwood house the Penny Ferry on Thelwall Lane is offering a cask ale.
Now a Marston’s house, Jenning’s Bitter is a regular beer, on offer at only £2.25 a pint,
although other beers from the Marston’s portfolio have also been served. The pub, which
is close to Latchford Locks, takes its name from the ferry across the canal at Thelwall
(just down Ferry Lane opposite the Pickering Arms), which at one time charged just 1d
to cross (about ½p). You can still be rowed across today, although I believe it now costs
a mighty 12p! A walk along the canal beyond Latchford Locks after a pint here will bring
you to the ferry point for the crossing, after which the two Thelwall pubs are close by for
further refreshment. Check on the ferry times first though!
Nick T

Beers of distinction, honest and true.

Award winning beers
Beer in bottles, flagons and mini-casks - Personalised bottlesBrewery tours - T shirts and glasses- Stillage hire for parties, etc

Frodsham Brewery, Lady Heyes Craft Centre, Kingsley Road,
FRODSHAM, WA6 6SU
Tel: 01928 787917
Shop is open every day 12 noon-4 pm

Pub News from North Cheshire
All change at two previous Pubs of the Year –
new licensees at both the Red Bull in
Kingsley and the Ring o’ Bells in Lower
Stretton, as well as our current award holder,
the Penny Black at Northwich.
All three pubs have high standards to live up
to; let’s hope the new management can carry
on with the best cellarmanship and choice
practices of the previous incumbents.
Since the last edition, a previous Champion
Pub of Cheshire and the current local Cider
Pub of the Year, the Albion in Warrington
unexpectedly closed its doors. However I’m told the licensee remains in negotiations with the
owner of the pub, so fingers crossed that the situation is resolved soon.
One change in tenure that has already seen reward
is our current Community Pub of the Year, the Black
Swan at Hollins Green, awarded after the new
licensees had been in charge just four months.
Real Ale is defying the trend in pubs across the
Country; it is only pubs selling cask ales that are
showing like for like growth in a declining market.
Recent sightings of the real stuff have come from
Nelson’s Quarterdeck in Birchwood (has been
serving Coachhouse beers for over two years now)
and the Turf & Feather in Locking Stumps, Birchwood (Timothy Taylor), Mascrat Manor in
Woolston ()Wells Bombardier) and the Penny Ferry in Latchford. The Marco Marco (nee
Farmers Arms) in Lymm has had unverified sightings.
And it isn’t just in the pubs that real ale is making its presence known – Poulton Park Golf
Club in Fearnhead and Birchwood Golf Club are also converts to the taste with the former
even contemplating holding a beer festival in the near future. Crosfields ARLFC staged a
festival in November
Major refurbishments seem to be a feature of pubs in Vale Royal recently, with the Fishpool
at Oakmere due to open in the new year. Purchased by Nelson Hotels who also own the
Pheasant at Burwardsley, the Bear’s Paw at Warmingham and the Grosvenor, Pulford, this
group show a real commitment to quality real ale and food.
The latest offering from the New Moon Pub Company following on from the Lord Binning in
Kelsall and the recently opened Old Session House in Knutsford is the Hanging Gate in
Weaverham offering their brand of “informal fine dining” to the Northwich area. Hopefully,
the historic name of the pub will be retained once the £250,000 refurbishment is complete.
Just down the road at Acton Bridge, a new company the Bar & Bell Pub Company are part
way through a major refurbishment of the Hazel Pear – scheduled to open in November.
Finally, just opened in Allostock is a completely reimagined Three Greyhounds – see the
Dining Out Inn Cheshire article on page 25.
If you have any pub news or snippets of information, we’d love to hear from you so we can
share them with the masses.
Gary Chester

PUBS: YOUR HERITAGE

Use Them - or Lose Them!
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19th NORTHWICH BEER FESTIVAL
The last beer festival to be held at the Memorial Hall in Northwich brought out record crowds;
more than 1300 over the two days. A number of people had travelled long distances and
made a weekend away in the Cheshire countryside.
This year there were 54 different real ales, 13 different types of cider, and a
successful foreign beer bar. Merlin Brewery from Arclid, brewed a special
‘Memoriale’, to commemorate the last festival at this location.
Memoriale was voted best beer of the festival by the visitors to the event.
Northwich hosted one of the semi-finals of the Champion Beer of Cheshire, and
Merlin again won the heat, with Wizard. This went forward with three runners-up
to the final in Chester. The Cider and Perry award went to Swallowfield Perry,
and the World Beer of the Festival was Fruli, a strawberry fruit beer.
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Entertainment was provided by ‘One Night Stand’ and ‘Traces of Nutz’.
The Rotary Clubs of Northwich and Northwich Vale Royal, in conjunction with
North Cheshire CAMRA, raised more than £12,000 for local charities.
Many thanks to all our sponsors and of course the 1300 visitors to the festival,
not forgetting all the volunteers from Rotary and CAMRA, who manned the bars
so professionally throughout the weekend.
This festival was very well organized, and special thanks needs to be recorded
to Joe Wright, of North Cheshire CAMRA, who is retiring after being Beer
Festival manager for the last seven years.
The organising committee are now looking for a new venue to host next year’s festival. Out
Inn Cheshire will publish details, for your diaries, once the location is confirmed.

Where’s that pub?
Above the door of which pub in the western suburbs of
Warrington does this magnificent sailing vessel invite the
beer drinker to enter?

COMFORTABLE GILL INN

THE LOWER ANGEL
HOME OF THE TIPSY ANGEL MICRO BREWERY

Good, home cooked food served
every day from 12.00 to 7.00.
Bed & Magnificent Breakfast
Beer Garden and Pets Corner
Ample car parking
Victor & staff welcome you to
458 Warrington Road, Glazebury
Cheshire WA3 5NX
01942 677742
07811 456193

6 EVER CHANGING REAL ALES
INCLUDING OUR OWN IN-HOUSE
BEERS
Great range of over 60 Malt Whiskies
Friendly welcome from the “A Team”
of
Andy, Andrew & Aidan
27 Buttermarket Street
WARRINGTON WA1 2LY
www.lowerangel.co.uk

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Dining Out Inn CHESHIRE; THREE GREYHOUNDS, ALLOSTOCK
It would appear that the pub fine-dining scene in Vale Royal is about to be shaken up with
the imminent arrivals of the refurbished Fishpool at Delamere, Hazel Pear in Acton bridge
and Hanging Gate at Weaverham. One pub, however, managed to slip under the radar, and
managed to close, have a total refurbishment & makeover and reopen without me knowing
about it! My intelligence network must be slipping! Opening its doors on 11th October, the
Three Greyhounds at Allostock is a welcome re-imagining of a somewhat tired pub by the
same owner of the Bulls Head in Mobberley and the Cholmondeley Arms near Malpas.
They don’t take bookings for tables of 2 or 3 people, so at
busy times you may have to wait; not such a bad thing on
the area in front of the bar that has contemporary seating
around a table fashioned out of an enormous furnace bellows. Alternatively hide away in the “Brandy Snug” (where
pet dogs are also welcome) until a table becomes free.
There is plenty on offer on the beer front as you are kept
waiting, with a number of re-badged house ales from
Weetwood, Caledonian and the local Mobberley Brewery.
Five ales to choose from in total.
Once you have a table and peruse the menu, first thing to
be aware of is the modern fashion requiring you to order at
the bar. I’m not a fan of this, as it breaks up conversation,
introduces a wait at the bar if you have your timing wrong,
and often relies on a good memory too. In fact before you
leave to order your food, make sure you know where you
are sitting as you’ll have to describe this to the bar staff as
there are no numbers on the tables.
The food is generally well priced and contains a number of interesting twists on some old
favourites, including a range of dishes headed up as being suitable for a “nibble & natter”.
For starter, I chose the pan-fried Lambs Kidneys and Clonakilty Black Pudding finished in a
grain mustard and ale gravy at £5.95. Unfortunately the kidneys had not been delivered that
morning, however they offered to make up a similar dish using strips of bacon on a toasted
bread base, which I accepted. I’m so glad it took them up on their offer too; the black
pudding and bacon were excellent, however the grain mustard and ale gravy was just
stunning. A fantastic dish that I cannot wait to try with the addition of kidneys in what will
surely be a perfect starter.
For the main event, I opted for the Porterhouse Burger with back bacon and melted cheddar
in their “special” bun served with chips and coleslaw at £10.95. In many places, the humble
burger has been elevated to gastronomic highs by use of great ingredients and good chefs;
none more so than at the White Lion in Alvanley that until now held a place in my heart as
my favourite burger. Everything changed today though; a fantastic juicy, flavoursome, large
burger that was simply delicious and bursting with flavour, with a bit of salad in a very tasty
bun. Two small pots accompanied the dish; one of a home-made tomato relish and the
other of pink coleslaw! The side of chips were home made and delicious; an excellent but
filling main meal.
Staff were of excellent quality, chatty, efficient and plenty of them. Efficiency can lead to
feeling a little rushed at times; the whole order from sitting at the table to leaving was just
one hour; perfect for some people but perhaps a little too fast for others.
In all, a few teething problems that they are getting through in their first couple of weeks
being open (and extremely busy), but a very welcome addition to the fine dining scene in
Vale Royal.
Gary Chester
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WARRINGTON WANDERINGS
It is now some time since the Warrington Town Centre Real Ale Trail (RAT) Leaflet emerged
and times have moved on resulting in changes to the pub scene. Firstly, let’s look at the
negative side of things: the Albion has closed reportedly due to the landlords increasing the
rent drastically and the Old Town House and the White Hart no longer serve cask ale.
Right, that’s got that out of the way, now the positives, so let’s take a trip from east to west
and see what we have left. The Ring o Bells on Church Street next to the parish church
serves real ale, but has had quite a few changes of licensee since the RAT was produced.
We hope the current one lasts longer than their predecessors. Further down Church Street
we come to the Marquis of Granby and the Bull’s Head. Both serve real ale at attractive
prices with beers being offered at £2.30 a pint and again, both have had changes of licensee
since RAT’s production.
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Next we come to the Tavern, one of the town’s must-do
pubs for the choice of beers offered and the brewery tap
for 4 Ts Brewery. You can usually find 4 Ts beers on the
bar here, the brewery having moved last June, from the
owner’s garage in Warrington to a unit in Runcorn. The
Tavern celebrated 10 Years in CAMRA’s Good Beer
Guide this year and marked the event by offering real
ales at a 50p discount on a pint from their usual keen
prices - cheap drinking for a whole week - marvellous !
Moving into Buttermarket Street, just, we come to the
Borough Arms on the corner of Mersey Street. Real
ales have come and gone in this Marston’s outlet, but, as this is keyed, Jennings Dark Mild
is available on hand pump. Next we come to Porters Ale House, which offers the punter
a choice of beers at £1.95 a pint - excepting Wetherspoons, the cheapest real ale in
Warrington.
>>>

The
Crown
Inn

Crown Lane
Lower Peover, Knutsford

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Come try our excellent freshly cooked food
and wide range of fine cask ales.
Open 11.30-3, 5.30-11 Mon-Sat, 12-10.30 Sun
Varied specials menu
Food served every day
12 – 2 and 6.30 – 9 (12 – 5.45 Sundays)
Tuesday Quiz (9.30 pm)
n
Thursday; Thai Night! Pub of the Seaso
2009
r
e
m
m
Su
tel. 01565 – 722074

>>> Moving into the pedestrian area of Buttermarket Street we come to the Looking Glass,
the latest of the Wetherspoon outlets in Warrington. We find the usual Wetherspoon cheap
and cheerful fare in here, with a choice of real ales and regular beer festivals. Just a few
doors up the street almost at the town centre is the Lower Angel, another of the must-visit
pubs in Warrington, not just for the choice of
beers but for the unspoilt traditional interior.
The Tipsy Angel Brewery is located to the
rear of this pub and Tipsy Angel Mild can
invariably be found on the bar, together with
other brews from this micro brewery.
The town centre is the location of the
Blue Bell (Horsemarket Street) and one real
ale is usually found on this bar.
The Hop Pole also in Horsemarket Street,
was serving real ale recently but we are not
sure if this is still the case.
In Golden Square is the Barley Mow, a
picturesque old black and white pub which usually serves two or three real ales. To the
south of the centre on Academy Way we find the Friar Penketh, another Wetherspoon outlet,
unusual for the company in this case in being a new build rather than a conversion. Again,
we find the usual Wetherspoon fare with a choice of real ales and regular beer festivals.
Further west from the town centre, just off Sankey Street on Springfield Street is the Lounge.
One real ale was offered here, but on our last visit towards the end of October, no real ale
was available. We are not yet sure if this is a permanent feature and another loss to the
real ale scene.
Just beyond the western edge of the town centre on Liverpool Road, can be found the
Bowling Green. Beers from 4 Ts brewery often feature here, the beers being offered at a
reasonable £2.20 a pint. Across the roundabout on Lovely Lane is the Hatter where a
Marston’s beer or two is usually available, again at an attractive price.
To the northern edge of the town centre
can be found the Rodney on the corner
of Winwick Road and Pinners Brow.
A real ale is usually offered in this large
pub, once the Tetley Walker brewery tap.

The Freemasons Arms
Chester Road
Castle

In Centre Park, to the southern edge of
the town centre can be found Waterside.
This large pub usually serves at least
one real ale.

Northwich
The Freemasons might not be the
largest pub in Castle but if you want
any or all of the following :-

So, several years on, the RAT has
generated many visits of itinerant real ale
drinkers to Warrington and, as can be
seen above, there is still plenty of choice
of beers and styles of drinking house
to be found. Have you tried them all yet ?
M T Glass (must get a refill!)

REAL ALE

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

GREAT REAL ALE
CONVIVIAL AND
KNOWLEDGEABLE
HOST
GOOD COMPANY

this is the place to be seen.
Les has a frequent change of excellent guest ales and
knows how to keep them in top condition.
TRY IT AND SEE.
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North Cheshire CAMRA Community Pub of the Year 2012
The Black Swan at Hollins Green was recently recognized as North Cheshire CAMRA
Community Pub of the Year. Congratulations to Stuart and the team!
Since arriving at the Black Swan in April, Stuart has
embarked on a number of new initiatives, not least
widening the choice of Real Ales available. Four hand
pumps typically dispense a beer from Thwaites and up
to three ever-changing guest ales, including one from a
local brewery. 175+ different cask ales have been
offered in the first 6 months (not that we have tried them
all!), many from Cheshire and regional breweries.
Stuart encourages drinkers to sample a range of beers by
offering a tray of 1/3 rd pint ‘tasters’ for the same price as a pint.
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The judges remarked particularly on the pub’s clear community focus as well as the excellent
beer quality. Community events are a key part of the Black Swan’s appeal with the usual raft
of regular activities including family and child-friendly events, quizzes (at which Stuart plays
the enthusiastic quiz master) and live entertainment. The layout of the pub lends itself to
catering for all tastes – sports TV coverage, diners and those just wanting a quiet drink.
On top of this facilities include a large garden and play-area together with the village pond,
cash machine and a ‘library’ of books to borrow. In August the pub hosted it’s first beer
festival offering 30 beers and 6 ciders in a marquee in the grounds.
Ever-attentive to the requests of the local community; inventive offerings such as a Barn
Dance (although the bales of hay did cause some consternation!), a Rocky Horror Picture
Show evening, a Call my Bluff Wine Tasting and well-attended monthly Farmer’s Markets
have been introduced. One thing is for certain; whatever you want out of the Black Swan
you can be sure of a warm and enthusiastic welcome from Stuart and his staff.
Stuart says: “The pub is ideally positioned for being a social and community hub; fulfilling
that role is a real privilege for us and is always a focus when introducing new ideas.”
Runner-up in the competition was the Antrobus Arms at Antrobus. (see next page)
ADVERTISEMENT

The Antrobus Arms, Antrobus
The Antrobus Arms was runner-up in the
North Cheshire CAMRA Community Pub of
the Year 2012 competition. Trevor and
Sandra Collins have transformed this
former Greenall’s pub, first licensed in the
early Eighteenth Century, into a true
community local since their arrival six
years ago.
Autumn is the season that the Antrobus
Arms really comes into its own, with
community activities accelerating towards
Christmas and the New Year. The pub has been visited by the Cheshire Forest Hunt this
season, and plays host to two gun clubs. An increasing number of motoring organizations
use the facilities for their rallies.
November sees the annual appearance of the Antrobus ‘Soulcakers’, a reenactment owing
its origins to Magna Carta, with the ‘Soulcakers’ meeting in the pub, before performing their
annual ceremonies in many local hostelries and clubs in the surrounding area. More details
will appear on the website for the pub at www.antrobusarms.co.uk
A sign outside the pub claims ‘the best meals for miles around’. After sampling much of the
menu in the last eighteen months, I cannot disagree with the quality of food, nor the value for
money of the homemade range of food available at the Antrobus.
Personal favourites include the homemade steak and ale pie at £8.95, the vegetarian
mushroom stroganoff at £8.45, and the fabulous fresh cod in beer batter with mushy peas
and chips at £9.45. There is also a very comprehensive daily specials board with some very
inviting ‘puddings’ - if you are still hungry after the very generous main courses.
I suggest a visit to sample both the food and the drink; booking is preferred towards weekend. Trevor now regularly sells three real ales, amongst recent offerings are Merlin Excalibur
and Sir Galahad, Tatton Best, and two very well received offerings from Wincle; Sir Philip
and Life of Riley. If he keeps this up, Trevor will have LocAle accreditation soon.
Also available permanently are Black Sheep, and ‘Wild Dick’, a beer produced for the pub by
Warrington’s Coach House Brewery. That leads me back to the ‘ Antrobus Soulcakers’, and
a performance not to be missed.
This pub is a very good example of a typical Cheshire local and community pub, providing
employment for local people, and wherever possible using local ingredients in the excellent
meals produced. Located on the A559 between Stretton and Great Budworth, and on the
45/46 bus route between Northwich and Warrington, a worthy destination.
The Antrobus Arms, Antrobus ,Cheshire CW9 6JD 01606 891333 www.antrobusarms.co.uk

People with taste are drinking Real Ale
LOCAL ADVERTISERS WANTED!
To help us balance up the magazine,
we would love some more advertising from
Halton, Trafford & Hulme and from South Cheshire and West Cheshire.
Call the editor for the rates
and ask about special discounts.
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RNLI BEER FESTIVAL
NORTHWICH

Tickets priced at £5.50,
including a commemorative glass
can be bought on the door
or in advance
from Graham Humphries
07815 073311 or
graham@ghumphries.wanadoo.co.uk

The RNLI is the
charity that
saves lives at sea
The 1st Royal National Lifeboat
Institution’s Beer Festival
26 January 2013
Lostock Club,
Works Lane’ Northwich,
Cheshire, CW9 7NW.

12 beers & ciders
along with food
will be available to purchase.
Local band SteamHead
will be performing.
Doors open at 7 pm
All proceeds to the RNLI
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HALTON
CAMRA DIARY
Sat 1 Dec; Christmas pub crawl; Macclesfield/ Stockport & Manchester. Ring for details.
Tues 4 Dec; Branch Meeting 8.30 pm, Wellington, Hale, Liverpool
Thur 21 Feb; Branch Meeting - venue to be confirmed
Paul Miller 07837 749614
paul.miller@thermo.com

Trips;

Branch info; David Gray 01925 727787

david.grey11@btinternet.com

WHEN YOU HAVE
LOST
YOUR INNS,
DROWN YOUR
EMPTY SELVES,
FOR
YOU WILL HAVE
LOST
THE LAST OF
ENGLAND.

Dutton Cheshire WA4 4JY
The place to meet
CAMRA 2013 GBG & LocAle accredited
serving a wide range of real ale;
see the website for what’s available.
Traditional pub food cooked to order
12-9 Mon – Sat & Sun carvery 12-7
booking advised.
Function room available

Halton Community Pub 2012
Tuesdays Charity Quiz & Bingo at 9
Tel: 01928 718181
Web: www.tunneltop.co.uk

