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Thur 10 Feb;

www.southcheshirecamra.org.uk

Bhurtpore, Aston. Branch meeting and Christmas social, 12 noon
5 pm Firsty Friday. Offbeat Brewery, Thomas Street, Crewe.
11 am CAMRA lobby of Parliament. Meet at Emmanuel Centre, Tufton
Street, London. Coach transport available. Contact Derek or Mark ASAP
8 pm Branch Meeting Earl of Chester, Crewe. [Flag Lane/Wistaston Rd]
1 pm Winter Pub of the Year presentation at White Lion, Barthomley
5 pm National Winter Ales Festival social Manchester: Sheridan Suite.
8 pm Good Beer Guide Selection meeting: HOPS Crewe
8 pm Branch Meeting: The Elephant: 238,Newcastle Road,Shavington.
Junction of Main Road & Newcastle Road
7.30 pm Survey of Crewe pubs starting at Corner Bar, Royal Hotel,
Nantwich Road, [Pedley Street/Nantwich Road]

A mostly rural area, but including the towns
of Crewe, Middlewich, Nantwich, Sandbach,
Alsager and Winsford.
Branch Contacts:
Mark Jeffries 07741 036339
markgill@globalnet.co.uk
Derek Davey 01270 761039
d.davey45@btinternet.com
Ian Bray
01270 252045
styrian@gmx.co.uk
Paul Hext
0784 6657833 (m)
h3xtyp@hotmail.co.uk

Every Monday evening in Crewe;
CAMRA / SPBW social,
7.30 pm in the Borough Arms
(3 beers at £1.50)
then 9.30 pm in HOPS (all beers £2 a pint).
All our events are open to
any CAMRA member,
anyone who likes beer or pubs,
and anyone who is just curious
to see what is going on!
See the website for details

The Lower Chequer Inn

,

Crown Square, Sandbach, CW11 1FW
South Cheshire CAMRA Publicans of the year 2009
Six ever changing real ales
from Cheshire and other small independent brewers
Mon-Thur 6 pm-11 pm
Friday 4.30-11 pm
Sat 12 noon-11 pm
Sun 12 noon-10-30 pm
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2012 Good Beer Guide
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Lower Chequer Scoops Top regional Award!
Hot off the press comes the news that the Lower Chequer, Sandbach, has progressed
from winning the CAMRA Cheshire Pub of the Year 2012 to being awarded the coveted
Regional Pub of 2012 for the Merseyside and Cheshire areas. This makes it one of the
top 16 pubs in the UK for 2012 as judged by the Campaign for Real Ale, a magnificent
achievement for landlords Jim Mason and Liz Cooke. Their range of 6 quality real ales from
micros (many sourced locally from Cheshire) plus two cider/perries coupled with the overall
ambience of the pub were obviously a hit with the judges.
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This black and white timbered
hostelry positioned at the top of
the town’s ancient market square
dates from 1570 and is reputedly
the oldest building in Sandbach.
The name (as is pictured on the
Inn sign) refers to the time when
chequer boards were used for
counting out money for payments
at the pub. Nowadays Jim and
Liz have rejuvenated the pub
over the last two years, taking
out fruit machines and some of
the keg beers and concentrating
on making the place a
comfortable venue for socialising
in a welcoming atmosphere, chatting with friends and drinking a decent pint or two.
They have added a small marquee on the paved rear area, where a bar has been installed
and two beer festivals held this year, and generally spruced the place up.
Inside there are two rooms, both with warm fires,
one of which has a sparingly used TV screen for
‘interesting games’ of football or rugby.
Although the interior has been much altered down
the years and is nowhere near as original as the
exterior it has not been ruined by modernisation
and still has a cosy feel. It has gone from a lonely
place with few visitors to a thriving pub with a
good core of regulars and lots of visitors seeking
out the good quality beers. There is usually
Woods Shropshire Lad, plus a Merlin beer, with
the others chosen from favourites like Town
House, Allgates, Joules, Beartown and many
others. One of Jim’s regulars often brings back
Bathams and Sarah Hughes beers from trips to
the Black Country, which supplement the range
of cask beers on offer.
The Chequer now goes forward to the next stage
of judging, where it faces stiff opposition from
three other semi-finalists from neighbouring
regions. For the time being, though, this old pub
can rest on its laurels and be pretty happy that it
has won itself the well-deserved accolade of Regional Pub of the Year. The award was due
to be made just before Out Inn Cheshire went to press, and another certificate will be added
to the roster already won by Jim and Liz.
DD

Sandbach Area News
The impressively refurbished
Old Hall in Sandbach High Street
had an autumn beer festival
recently, using both its sets of
hand pumps to provide up to 12
beers revolving from a list of 20.
Several changes are in the offing,
with the leases at the Crown
(Robinsons) and the Black Bear (Punch Taverns) both for sale. The Thatched Bear was
shut as we went to press, so we hope that someone will have taken it on by the time you
read this.
Two Tatton beers were on in the Cricketers when we last visited, plus a Cottage beer and
Worthington Autumn Shield.
New brews from one of the latest Cheshire microbreweries, Cheshire Brewhouse in
Congleton, have been regularly on at the Lower Chequer and have been pretty well
received so far, and the Wheatsheaf continues to have beers from throughout the Marston's
range, often including Hobgoblin and Ringwood.
The Beer Emporium, the specialist bottled beer shop, is gearing up for Christmas with
deliveries due, and Bottle Conditioned Beers continue to take over the racking, with the
left hand wall destined to be purely Real Ale in a Bottle. Owner Steve has recently visited
Bristol and the Lake District to pick up beers in his quest to maintain his impressive bottled
range (it’s a hard life!) and also had local beers from both OffBeat (Far Out Stout) and
Merlin (Dragonslayer) when we visited.
Unfortunately, Steve reports that many of the Cheshire breweries are finding it easier and
more cost effective to have their beers bottled under contract and are therefore not bottleconditioned; more’s the pity. Speaking of these breweries, Merlin won beer of the festival
at the Northwich Beer Festival in September with their Memorial Ale, whilst OffBeat won a
medal at the prestigious Society of Independent Brewers festival in Manchester in October.
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INNS OF CHARACTER
The Leopard on London Road in Nantwich was reopened in September by Joule's
Brewery of Market Drayton, after a very extensive refit and refurbishment, costing £750,000.
The new interior is
impressive as can be
seen in the
accompanying
photographs.
It will be the Nantwich
brewery tap and the
full range of Joule's
ales is available.
Steve and Cate are
the new incumbents
and we wish them
well for the future.
IB/KC

34

In other developments,
Joule’s have won the
2012 National Pub
Design Award for their
brewery tap, the
Red Lion in Market Drayton, not a million miles from the Cheshire border. Awarded by
English Heritage and the Campaign for Real Ale, the award recognises the high standard
of the sensitive restoration of the Red Lion, which is a 17th century inn and a grade two
listed building. It features an oak panelled room featuring no fewer than seven of the s
ignature mouse carvings of “the mouse man”, Robert Thomson.

5 Real Ales on offer
2 open log fires & and cosy dining room
2 for £12 on all main bar meals Tues and Thurs between 6 pm and 7.30 pm

New BISHOP'S TABLE dining room and menu
Cash prize game every Friday at 8
Recently awarded the Cask Marque
Beautiful countryside and canal walks from the pub
Dogs welcome

Telephone;
01270 625067
Web-site
www.thestarinnacton.co.uk

The Star Inn
Chester Road
Acton
Nr Nantwich CW5 8LD

Autumn Pub of the Season White Bear, Middlewich
South Cheshire CAMRA recently presented
the White Bear in Middlewich with the award
of Autumn Pub of the Season.
Since re-opening,
following major
refurbishment,
Paul Cochrane
and his team
have built a loyal
following at this
first rate, town
centre pub.
They generally
have four real
ales; Beartown
White Bear is a
regular, with
three rotating guest ales.
They also have a good food offering, so this
is a pub definitely worth seeking out if you’re
in the area.
Well done to Paul and his team on this
award. MJ
The gorgeous interior of
the Leopard in Nantwich

(Photo shows Mark Jeffries, Secretary
CAMRA South Cheshire [left], presenting
award to Paul Cochrane, Licensee)

The

Globe Inn
Audlem Road
Nantwich
01270 623 374

Woodlands Brewery Tap
10 Real Ales from the award winning brewery, Stapeley
Open 12 pm - 11 pm all day, every day
Food served all day,
Monday-Saturday 12 pm-9 pm, Sunday 12 pm-8 pm
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Regularly changing menu featuring home made dishes
using fresh local produce
10 minutes walk from Nantwich Railway Station
New beer garden now open
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The Bhurtpore Inn
Aston, Nantwich, Cheshire
South Cheshire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010
CAMRA Regional Pub of the Year 2006
Featuring many REAL ALES
from Britain’s small independent brewers
plus REAL CIDER & PERRY and
150 Bottled Belgian, German & British Beers
Revised Pub Opening Times
Monday- Thursday: 12 noon-2.30
& 6.30-11 pm
Friday - Saturday: 12 noon –12 pm
Sunday: 12 noon-10.30 pm

12 minutes walk from Wrenbury Station
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE
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01270 780917
www.bhurtpore.co.uk

The Blue Bell at Spen Green, Smallwood has had a stable range of Tetley Bitter, Timothy
Taylor Landlord and Sharp’s Doombar on hand pump of late, whilst the Brownlow nearby
offers Black Sheep Bitter, one from the Wincle range, and a changing third beer from a local
brewery (Joules, Beartown and Weetwood have featured).
The landlord is a keen supporter of real ales and although most of the pub is set out for food,
he encourages those who come in for a tipple to cluster round the bar where a comfortable
drink can be had.
DD
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REAL ALE IN A BOTTLE TASTING: Two Winter Ales
As winter arrives we have two darker, warming Bottle Conditioned Ales to taste.
First is Dragonslayer, brewed by Merlin of Arclid, near Sandbach. At 5.6% abv (alcohol by
volume) it is described by the brewery as a ‘dark delicious brew with a complex flavour’.
It is brewed with Maris Otter and Chocolate malt and Northdown and Bramling Cross hops.
It should be just the thing on a cold winter’s evening, and we opened it in anticipation of a
good warming ale. The beer was darkish amber, almost mahogany in colour, and it was very
clear on pouring (being careful not to disturb the sediment, of course). Odour was malty with
a touch of sweetness, and slightly fruity, perhaps blackcurrant.
The taste was fairly bitter as a first impression, and slightly
treacly, with some fruitiness too. Our female taster detected
a hint of blackcurrant, which took the rest of us longer to
discover. It has a strong, bitter flavour with plenty of body and
is a good autumn/winter ale without being at all sweet or
cloying. The bitter blackcurrant aftertaste gives way to a
lingering bitterness on the tongue. If anything, it is more bitter
than the draught version, and it smells fruitier than it tastes.
Second was Nightwatchman Porter from Toft brewery. Don Toft played at Cheadle Cricket
Club in Staffordshire and has brewed beers with a cricketing theme in his garage since 2009.
Weighing in at 4.5% ABV, it is a dark, reddish brown/ruby colour, certainly not a black porter.
It had bags of life on pouring, with an ample cream-coloured head giving off yeasty, malty
odours with liquorice too. The taste was again fairly bitter, but with roast malt flavours and
some liquorice. Although it was not as bitter as Dragonslayer, there was no real sweetness
to the beer; in fact there was a very slight tartness present if anything although this was not
unpleasant. It was quite well carbonated on the tongue, and had a long finish with a bitter
aftertaste. This is a flavoursome, wintry beer, but not of the heavy, black variety.
Both our beers lived up to expectations and would certainly warm up the long winter’s nights.
Thanks to Jemma and Jack March for tasting.
Beers were kindly supplied by the Beer Emporium, Welles Street, Sandbach.
DD

The Rising Sun
Station Road, Scholar Green, Cheshire ST7 3JT

Wade and Colleen offer you
a friendly welcome
as well as Good Food and
5 Real Ales (two rotating Guest Ales)
Open;
Monday-Thursday
Friday
Saturday Sunday

;
pub
ide come!
s
l
l
a
Can ters we
boa

12 - 3 and 5 - 11.30
Open All Day From 9.30 am-Midnight
Open All Day From 12 noon-Midnight

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Home-cooked locally sourced food available:
Afternoons:
Monday - Saturday 12 - 2.30, Sunday All Day 12 noon - 8
Evenings:
Monday - Friday 6 - 9, Saturday 5.30 - 9.30
Breakfast available: Friday 9.30 am - 12 noon

10% OFF Food Voucher

01782776235

www.risingsuncheshire.co.uk

Not to be used with any other offer;
e. g. 2 for £10, Sunday Lunch
or Steak Night
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Crewe and surrounding area
The Nags Head, Willaston (right) has a
new licensee who is keen on real ale.
At the time of writing, the beers were
Salopian Oracle, Shropshire Gold, and
Weetwood Eastgate all on hand pump,
and all good.
The Delamere Arms, Underwood Lane,
Crewe reopened early November after
an extended closure.
The Flying Lady, Crewe closed for a
while, then re-opened again as we went
to press
The Earl of Crewe, Nantwich Rd has
finally been demolished to make way
for another Aldi supermarket.
The British Lion on Nantwich Rd is closed again, and may well not reopen. Attempts to sell
the pub seem to have been unsuccessful.
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PEOPLE WITH TASTE
ARE DRINKING
REAL ALE

PublicORHouse
…ˆ

private house...
All types of building work
carried out from redecoration or
repairs to complete renovation

Downstream
Pr ope rt y S e rv ic e s
We work throughout Cheshire,
but we don÷t charge Cheshire prices!
For a free quotation and advice call

01270 625125
39

TRAFFORD & HULME
CAMRA DIARY
We cover the Borough of Trafford - that's places like Altrincham, Sale, Stretford and Urmston
plus Hulme (west of Princess Road), a large chunk of Manchester City Centre
and some bits of north east Cheshire.
All members, old and new are warmly welcomed. See www.thcamra.org.uk

chair@thcamra.org.uk (bevalitabev@yahoo.co.uk)
Branch Contact – John Ison 0161 962 7976. Or E-mail Jon Gobbett at membership@thcamra.org.uk

Costello’s Bar in Altrincham, the Dunham Massey brewery tap, came second in the judging
for the Greater Manchester Pub of the Year.
Dunham Chocolate Cherry Mild won the Speciality Beers Gold award in the Champion Beer
of Britain 2012 competition at CAMRA’s Great British Beer Festival in August.

HIGH PEAK
An occasional entry from this area on the fringes of Cheshire;

POYNTON
The pub last known as Kings is in the process of being converted to being a Wetherspoons.
It will revert to its previous name of the Kingfisher and is located at the junction of London
Road North & Queensway. It is scheduled to open on December 18th. The reversion of
name is much appreciated locally; as is the fact that it will provide a decent real ale offering!
The Royal British Legion in Poynton has been honoured as Greater Manchester Regional
Club of the year.

