CHESTER & SOUTH CLWYD
CAMRA DIARY
For the latest events, please visit the branch web site
www.chestercamra.co.uk
Fri 7 Dec;

Thur 13 Dec;
Sat 15 Dec;
Fri 11 Jan;
Thur 17 Jan;
Thur 24 Jan;
Sun 3 Feb;
Fri 15 Feb;
Thur 21 Feb;

South Clwyd pubs survey, including Boat, Erbistock;
Buck & Royal Oak at Bangor-on-Dee plus others.
Bus leaves Ship Victory, Chester 6.30 pm
Branch Meeting and Xmas Social: Cellar, Chester. Start 8.00 pm
North Wales Regional Meeting: Albion, Conwy, 1.00 pm
Deeside/Hawarden/Saughall pubs on minibus.
Bus from Ship Victory at 6.30 pm
Branch Meeting: Nags Head, Wrexham. Start 8.15 pm
National Winter Ales Festival, Manchester. Bus from Ship Victory, 6.30
Cheshire pubs Good Beer Guide 2014 selection meeting:
Cross Keys, Chester. Start 8.00
Stroll around Handbridge pubs. Meet at Red Lion, Overleigh Rd. at 7 pm
Branch Meeting and NE Wales pubs Good Beer Guide 2014
selection meeting: Bridge End, Ruabon. Start 8.00 pm
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As well as Chester and its environs, this Branch covers an area
stretching from Parkgate on the Wirral to Tushingham in the South.
Branch Contacts: (phone numbers, are 01244– unless otherwise noted)
Chair: Brian Vardy
373298 chairman@chestercamra.co.uk
Socials: John Bowyer
680865 socials@chestercamra.co.uk
Secretary: Keith Porter
secretary@chestercamra.co.uk
Membership: Craig Papworth 313182 membership@chestercamra.co.uk
Web editor: John Silloth
webmaster@chestercamra.co.uk

THE ENTHUSIAST’S CHOICE
16 Handpumps
10 Regularly Changing Guest Cask Ales
Over 2000 Guest Beers per Year
plus Traditional Cider
Featured in the Good Beer Guide 1994-2008
13
Weekly Competition to win a week of Real Ale
Live Jazz Band on Mondays
MILTON STREET
CHESTER
CH1 3NF
TEL; 01244 350035
FAX; 01244 345635
www.millhotel.com

Bar Food
125 En-Suite Bedrooms
~ Restaurant Canaletto ~ Broad Beam Restaurant Cruise
~ Peppermill Restaurant
~ Health Club & Beauty Spa

Chester News
Construction on Brunning & Price’s second pub in Chester continues apace as workers rush
to meet the promised December opening. To be named the Architect, in honour of Thomas
Harrison who not only designed the Grosvenor Bridge and Chester Castle but also lived in
the building being renovated, it will overlook the Roodee race-course and is in the shadow
of the imposing HQ development. What can we look forward to? According to B&P’s
website “… you will find good old furniture, bookcases, open fires, a bar at the heart of
the building with six cask ales on tap, a shelf crammed with malts and a decent wine list.
It will have character in spades. Outside there are extensive gardens which will be an
oasis after a hard day’s shopping.” This is bound to be a sure-fire winner and a marvellous
addition to the Chester City Walls Pub Crawl.
Already with three handpumps the Old Cottage on
Brook Street has had a fourth line fitted. Regular ales
in here tend to be Sharp’s Cornish Coaster and
Timothy Taylor’s Golden Best backed up by a
changing guest which has included the likes of Holt’s
Maple Moon, Titanic White Star, Offbeat Kooky Gold
and Brains Reverend James. Call in, have a beer
and try your hand at playing bagatelle.
From the suburbs, the Carlton Tavern in
Handbridge will staging a beer festival over the weekend commencing Friday February 1st.
Definitely one for the diary. The last one they held was heaving! The Lock Vaults, until now
one of the few keg pubs in Hoole, is now serving cask ale. Moorhouses Pride of Pendle,
Weetwood Cheshire Cat and Taylors Landlord have made an appearance at the bar as the
landlord tries to get his regulars onto the real stuff. Equally worthy of a mention, and also in
Hoole, the Piper has been advertising that it is Red Willow and Weetwood beers. Over at
Saughall, the landlord of the Greyhound continues to promote cask ale. Five hand pumps
feature changing guest ales which have included Liverpool Craft Hop Beast and Roosters
Yankee.

Does your Mum or Dad
need to move out
of the family home?
· Modern flat in great location
· Views of reception area & Welsh Hills
· Centrally located in Chester with
buses to city & rail outside
· Sainsburys and chemist located
literally over the road
· Quiet & secure in popular suburb
Location: Cedar House, Huntingdon,
Chester
Contacts: 01244 403 900
info@townandcountrychester.com
townandcountrychester.com
0800 731 6287 goldsboroughestates.co.uk
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Autumn Pub of the Season; Royal Oak, Hoole
We're pleased to announce that the accolade of local CAMRA
Autumn Pub of the Season for 2012 went to a small local in
the Chester suburb of Hoole. Despite facing stiff competition
from the deservedly popular Lodge Bar just across Hoole Road,
the Royal Oak in Faulkner Street is holding its own pretty well
in the current difficult trading climate. The current licensees
have been in place for three years now and have transformed
what was previously a somewhat under-performing boozer into
a thriving community local.
The outside of the pub looks particularly attractive in summer when it is festooned with
hanging baskets but, for the cooler winter months, on venturing inside you will find three
small tidy rooms which give the place a welcoming and convivial feel.
The five hand pumps dispense beers from the Marston's stable and the manager takes pride
in the fact that the Oak is one of the best performing outlets in the brewery’s North West
region in terms of real ale sales. The recent series of single hop beers from Marston’s have
proved particularly popular with regulars.
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At the presentation evening "Spadge" and Angie were greeted with applause and cheers by
the assembled gathering of locals and CAMRA members as they received their certificate.
Quite right too. This is a really well-run pub which deserves support.
CBAS - Now We Are One!
The Chester Beer Appreciation Society (CBAS) recently enjoyed their first birthday by
commissioning an ale brewed by Blue Ball in Runcorn. The subsequent CBAS IPA (5.8%)
was then delivered in innovative style via a narrowboat called Alton (built in 1936 by Harland
& Woolf) with the first ‘port’ of call being the Artichoke Bar before additional firkins were
despatched to Telford’s Warehouse, the Brewery Tap, the Pied Bull, the Cellar and Kash
- the latter of which welcomed everyone to join in in a celebratory buffet. It will be interesting
to see how they top that for their second anniversary.

THE OLDE
COTTAGE INN

Family-run
Award-winning
Free House
on Halkyn Mountain

CAMRA PUB OF THE SEASON
- SUMMER 2011
THREE CASK ALES

Walkers, Riders & Cyclists welcome
Locally-sourced Home-made &
Traditional Meals

TIMOTHY TAYLOR GOLDEN BEST,
LANDLORD & A GUEST ALE

We’ve had hundreds of
regularly changing Cask Ales,
Ciders and Perries
and keep our own
locally brewed
Blue Bell Bitter & Dark Blue (Porter)

ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE
LOCALS’ PUB WITH DARTS, DOMINOES,
BAGATELLE & POOL TEAMS
COAL FIRES
FOR THOSE COLD WINTER MONTHS

Rhosesmor Road, Halkyn, CH8 8DL

www.bluebell.uk.eu.org

All are welcome - Jean & Trevor

Tel 01352 780309

NO FOOD - NO SKY SPORTS,
COVERED SMOKING AREA TO REAR

Cider Pub of the Year 2010
CAMRA Regional Award
Winners 2007/2008

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

34-36 Brook Street, Chester
01244 324065

COUNTY CHAMPIONS!
Two happy campers at the Chester Real Ale Festival held in late October
were Luke Smith and Tom Sinclair - respectively manager and brewer at
the Pied Bull on Northgate Street, Chester.
The reason for the smiles and celebrations were down to their Pied Bull
Matador ale being declared Champion Beer of Cheshire for 2012 following a
tense judging competition which served as a prelude to the sell-out two day
event at the Guildhall.
Crafted in the cellar at the Pied Bull, Matador is described as a 5% ABV
(alcohol by volume) rich malt-driven Pale Ale with an aromatic hop profile and
its success is quite a coup for Tom who has only been brewing for the past 18
months. Production currently stands at two barrels a week but maybe they'll
have to up the output if, as expected, orders come in from further afield.
Runner-up in the competition was Woodlands Midnight Stout from Nantwich
while Frodsham Aonach came third. Well done all.

Ellesmere Port
Tesco’s attempt at world domination continues as they submit plans for a new Express store
at the site of the Sutton Way pub in Great Sutton thus dampening hopes that the pub might
re-open after recent work there. Tesco’s have history in the area having already demolished
and replaced the Ellesmere Arms in Little Sutton with one of their local outlets.
Elsewhere, there are two losses to report. The Bull on Old Chester Road has ended its
experiment with cask beer as not enough people were drinking it while the two hand pumps
at the Straw Hat on Hope Farm Road are currently redundant which is a shame as this is a
lively community local.
At least cask survives up the road at the warm and welcoming Seahorse where the regular
Draught Bass is served alongside a guest beer (Taylors Landlord last time of asking).
Nearby the Old Wirral Hundred on the A41 has three ales from the Marstons stable.

City Road, Chester
(just up from the train station!)

5 draught Belgian & German ales
Over 30 European and American bottled beers and ales
10% off Cask Ale For CAMRA members Sunday to Thursday
Live music Friday and Saturday
Opening times: Mon-fri 4-late, Sat Noon-2:30 am, Sun noon-midnight
Free bacon butties all day on Sundays!
For more info visit www.thecellarchester.co.uk

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE
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West Cheshire Snippets
After a long drawn out struggle planning permission has finally been granted for a
controversial application to develop the Oak Room pub in Newton-by-Tattenhall.
The large red-brick former Aldersey Arms, has been a boarded up eyesore for several years
now but it will now be refurbished to include B&B and restaurant facilities. Meanwhile new
housing will be constructed on a neighbouring brownfield site.
Disturbingly the "major restructural work" that was recently taking place at the Farmers Arms
at Huxley was a lot more major than most had anticipated. What was once a picturesque
pub and former row of cottages is now a pile of rubble after a bulldozer has completely
flattened the place. Whilst we had been told that the intention is to build a new pub on-site
(to be called the Inn at Huxley), there is strong suspicion amongst the natives that the plot
will be developed for housing and that, with the Farmers now out of the way, gaining
planning permission wont be so difficult to obtain. Distressed local residents can only wait
and see what happens next. Meanwhile, the Copper Kettle at Tarvin has been demolished
to make way for a new housing block.
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The Golden Lion at Ashton Hayes, after undergoing a spot of interior design work,
re-opened in mid-August. It remains predominantly food led but is now run as a freehouse
bringing an end to the tortures of Punch Taverns. One local talked of the suffering of
previous hardworking landlords who had to endure the PubCo's invidious rent increases,
stubborn refusal to undertake repair work and their insistence beers be bought through them
at premium prices. Hopefully the future is brighter now.
As for real ale, the aim is to stick to two ales - one national and one local - to ensure a good
turnover and keep them fresh. Black Sheep Bitter and Spitting Feathers Thirstquencher
were on the pumps on this occasion with the latter in tip top condition.
Two more pubs that have re-opened. The Bird in Hand at Guilden Sutton is back in
business, albeit still under the control of Enterprise Inns. Spitting Feathers was amongst the
beers on sale when we last looked.
The Farmer’s Arms at the top end
of Kelsall is welcoming customers
once more. "Punch will support the
new tenant as they work to bring
the Farmers Arms back to the heart
of the community." It’s advertising
Weetwood Ales.
The enterprising licensees at the
Bull’s Head, Clotton on the A51
have been in place for over a year
now. The pub had a spell as an
Indian restaurant before reverting
back to its rightful purpose. The main bar has a giant TV screen for watching this year's
big sporting events and hosts live music sessions every couple of weekends.
The kitchen specializes in Italian and American style dishes and there is a very pleasant
beer garden at the rear. Weetwood Best is a regular on the hand pumps.
Chester Fields on the A56 in Bridge Trafford just outside Chester continues to impress. A
modern country pub, which amongst other events, hosts a craft fair and farmers market the
third Saturday of the month, maintains a good selection of local ales including the likes of
Tatton Ale, Weetwood’s Cheshire Cat and Special Ale from Spitting Feathers.
Well worth a visit if you also like sofas, warm fires and views across the pastures of the
Gowy flood plain.

The Good Beer Guide 2013
The 40th edition of the UK's best-selling beer & pub guide,
the Good Beer Guide was released in September with
the Chester launch from the Cellar on City Road.
The guide is fully revised and updated each year and
features pubs across the United Kingdom that serve the
best beer. This pub guide is completely independent with
listings based entirely on votes from CAMRA members
and no paid placements. Every pub and pint deserves
its place, and they all come recommended by people
who know a thing or two about good beer.
The unique breweries section lists all the breweries;
micro, regional and national that produce real ale in
the UK, and the beers that they brew.
Dave Swift, manager of the Cellar said,
“It’s a great achievement for us to get into the guide
so soon. We have all put a lot of hard work in over
the last few years and it’s great to see us getting some
recognition. We are only a single pub company so
we really value every customer, much as your local fruit
and veg shop or butcher will value theirs.”
Chester CAMRA member Craig Papworth paid tribute to the Cellar by adding:
“Despite being open for only 2 years, the Cellar has quickly established itself as one
of the city’s premier beer venues and is fully deserving of its inclusion in the guide.”

Hooton & Childer Thornton
With Chester FC playing just up the road at Vauxhall Motors I took the rare opportunity to get
out on the bike to cycle to an away fixture, taking in some pubs in the north Ellesmere Port
area along the way.
First stop was the Hooton just by Hooton Railway station. Two beers were on here,
Wychwood Hobgoblin and a new Thwaites beer for me - Lightfoot. Tried the latter and it
was a nice light refreshing ale.
A short way along the main road (sailing past the queue of cars caught in roadworks!)
brought me to the Chimneys at the junction with the A41. The guest beer wasn't on so I
opted for a Thwaites Wainwright over the Black Sheep. Thwaites isn't my favourite brew but
certainly a nice drop and this part of the Wirral seems to be a stronghold for the brewery.
This is evident just down the road at the White Lion in Childer Thornton (pictured).
Recently back into the CAMRA Good Beer
Guide this really is a gem of a pub, full of
character with friendly owners and almost the
full range of Thwaites ales. I tried the guest ale
first from Hydes which was very nice but the
beer of the night was the Wainwright. On the
food side, the curry special would have been
tempting had it included beer instead of wine,
but I certainly had no complaints with the tasty
Cumberland sausage dish, yum. Sadly the
nearby Halfway House on the main road was
closed temporarily so I wasn't able to complete
the set. I'll have to save that for another time.
(Mr W)
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LISTINGS; LIVE MUSIC
Free listing;
details!
have your
us
t
le
just
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Music Room

See
www.outinnc
heshire.co.uk

Acton, Nantwich Star
01270 627296
ad hoc folk music, Thursday evening.
Allostock
Three Greyhounds 01565 722234
Jam Night, Wednesday; call for details
Alsager
Mere
01270 882019
Live music every Tuesday in term time.
Altrincham Old Market Tavern 0161 927 7062
Rock music Saturday & Sunday evenings.
Audlem
Shroppie Fly
01270 811772
Acoustic folk music every Monday 8:45 pm
Bollington Dog & Partridge
01625 573596
Folk Club Fridays 8:30 - £2 unless guest is on
Broken Cross Ridgegate
01625 439932
Irish and Folk with Sully every Friday, 8.30 pm
Chester
Bridge Inn
01244 316299
Live music every Saturday
Chester
Cellar Bar
01244 318950
Live music Friday & Saturday evenings
Chester
Marlborough
01244 323543
Live music Friday & Saturday evenings
Chester
Telford’s Warehouse 01244 390090
Live music most evenings
Congleton Beartown Tap
01260 270990
Acoustic night, second Wednesday of the month
Congleton Waggon & Horses 01260 271680
Live music every second Saturday
Crewe
Brunswick
01270 849458
Live music every Friday and Saturday
Brunswick Band every Sunday, guest musicians & singers welcome
Gawsworth Harrington Arms
01260 223325
Folk Session, Friday Evening
Halkyn
Blue Bell
01352 780309
Old time sing-a-long every Friday evening.
traditional Folk Monthly, every 2nd Thurs
Handbridge Carlton
01244 671070
Live acoustic Jam session second Friday
Knutsford
Cross Keys
01565 750404
Trad Music session, 1st Weds of month, 9 pm
Knutsford
Lord Eldon
01565 652261
Thurs; open mike night, Saturday; live bands
Lach Dennis Duke of Portland 01606 46264
Jazz on Sundays
Lower Walton Stag
01925 261680
Jazz on Thursdays, 9 pm.
Macclesfield Hollins
07983 335501
Friday and Saturday
Macclesfield Macc
01625 423704
Tuesday acoustic night
Macclesfield Millstone
01625 606637
Saturday
Macclesfield Railway View
01625 423657
Tuesday evgs, alternating Jam and Open Mic.
Middlewich Big Lock
01606 833489
Folk, first Sunday of the month, 8 pm.
Middlewich Boar’s Head
01606 833191
Saturdays, (Folk Jam 2nd Sat of the month)
‘Open Mic’ night, third Wed of the month
Mobberley Bull’s Head
01565 873134
Folk. 1st and 3rd Wednesday nights.
Nantwich
Black Lion
01270 628711
Live music Fri and Sat, ad hoc Tues & Thurs
Nantwich
Railway Hotel
01270 623482
Live music Friday and Saturday
Poynton
Royal British Legion 01625 873120
R&B 2nd Thurs, Jazz, 3rd Thurs of the month
Sandbach
The Fox at Elworth 01270 760219
Live music every Saturday 9 pm
Sandbach
Market Tavern
01270 762099
Live bands every Saturday evening
Smallwood Bluebell
01477 500262
Folk Music, last Monday of the month, 8.30
Styal
Ship Inn
01625 523818
Irish/folk every Saturday evening
Swettenham Swettenham Arms 01477 571284
Live music most Wednesdays
Willaston
Nag’s Head
01270 650176
Live Bands on Friday and Saturdays
Wilmslow
Conservative Club 01625 528336
Live Jazz every Monday
Wilmslow
King William
01625 524022
Last Saturday of each month
Wrenbury
Dusty Miller
01270 780537
Acoustic folk every last Friday in the month
Wybunbury Swan
01270 841280
Live music on Fridays and Saturdays
Surely there must be more live music than this?
Bands, fans and licensees are encouraged to tell us about new entries for this listing.
It is replicated on the web-site too, at www.outinncheshire.co.uk
This information is only as accurate as what we have been told! Please help us keep it updated.

The Live Music Act 2012 is now law. Pubs can put on live music for an audience of up to 200
between 8 am and 11 pm without applying for a licence.
Even larger audiences are permitted if the music is not amplified.
Can we expect an upsurge in live music in pubs? Let’s hope so!

Good Beer Guide 2013 - 40th Edition
The 2013 Good Beer Guide is fully revised and updated, with details of more
than 4,500 pubs across the UK serving the best real ale.
From country inns to urban style bars and back street boozers, all selected
and reviewed by CAMRA's 144,800 members, this is your definitive guide to
finding the perfect pint. It is available now.

v Over 4,500 urban and rural pubs, giving
details of food, opening hours,
beer gardens, accommodation,
transport links, pub history, disabled
access and facilities for families.
v Informative features section, with articles
on pubs, beer and brewing, as well as beer
festival listings from around the country.
v Fully revised and updated every year by
committed CAMRA members across the
country.

YOUR RIGHTS
You should receive a full pint, not 90%.
The licensee expects to be paid in full!
We always ask them politely to “squeeze
a drop more in”, or top it up, please”.
If you have a chipped glass, dirty
cutlery, bad food or sour beer, don’t
hesitate; let the staff know, politely.
It is easy for things to be missed in
a busy session: a little courtesy and
understanding on both sides should
resolve matters.

v Unique brewery section listing all the 900
breweries in the UK - micro, regional and
If the licensee won’t
national - that brew real ale, with tasting
notes for hundreds of their beers written by a put things right, then
call Trading Standards
trained CAMRA tasting panel.
or Environmental
v £15.99 (£10 for members)
Health.
Order on-line from
(See a phone book,
www.camra.org.uk
web site, public library
or from good book shops.
or town hall.)

EDITORIAL DETAILS

Telephone: 01565-653096 (H)

E-mail: editor@outinncheshire.co.uk Website: www.outinncheshire.co.uk
Edited by George Symes with Production & Technical Wizardry by Martin Baxter
Published by the Cheshire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale
Views expressed in Out Inn Cheshire are those of the individual authors
and are not necessarily supported by the editor or CAMRA
Printed by Delmar Press (Colour Printers) Ltd of Wall Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5LS
01270 624122 Fax: 01270 626841 E-mail: info@delmarpress.co.uk

Advertise with us - let our readers be your customers!
Out Inn Cheshire welcomes new advertisers, no matter what your business.
Reach over 45,000 discerning readers!
ADVERTISING RATES
We publish quarterly, with a print run of 13,000
Colour Black & White
being distributed free to over 400 pubs, off-licences
Small
£75
£50
and other outlets across the county.
Medium
£150
£90
We are happy to design your ad for you!
Full page £300
£180

New advertisers are always welcome.
Out Inn Cheshire is a not for profit publication of
the Campaign for Real Ale; itself a not for profit
consumer group. Printing costs are funded entirely
by advertising income. We accept advertising from
just about anybody, so long as it does not offend
our campaigning or other sensibilities!

advertising@outinncheshire.co.uk
Substantial discounts for regular slots
Next Issue;
Copy Deadline; 18 January (early!)
Publishing Date; 1 March (approx)
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