EAST CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY (8pm unless stated otherwise)
Everyone is very welcome, member or not!

For the latest details please visit our
web-sites www.outinncheshire.co.uk
and www.eastcheshirecamra.org.uk

Wed 5 Dec; AGM, Beartown Tap (upstairs room), Congleton
Thu 13 Dec; Christmas meal & Social, Sutton Hall Hotel, Macclesfield
Mon 17 Dec; Macclesfield Pub Crawl/leafleting social, Park Tavern 18.30
Thu 27 Dec; Post-Christmas Social, Waters Green Tavern, Macclesfield
Tues 8 Jan; Good Beer Guide shortlisting meeting, Boarhound, Macclesfield
Sat 26 Jan; Social National Winter Ales Festival 12.00 onwards
Wed 30 Jan; Committee meeting, Dolphin, Macclesfield
Wed 6 Feb; Visit to Stockport air raid shelters 19.30 then pub visits
Tue 12 Feb; Good Beer Guide final selection & Pub of the Year shortlisting Park Tavern
We cover a large area including Macclesfield, Congleton, Holmes Chapel, Knutsford, and Wilmslow.

Local contacts
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Macclesfield: Keith Farman
01625 572460 Knutsford:
George Symes
01565 653096
Dave Hasler
01625 572640
Martin Baxter
01565 653675
Congleton:
Dave Gittins
01260 271593 Wilmslow:
Tim Walker
01625 418625
John Barber
01260 277391
Dave Pearce
01625 530152
Please contact us if you fancy joining us at one of our events. New faces are always welcome!

Front Row is now brewing up to 3 times a week with five regular cask beers,
Crouch 3.8% traditional bitter, Touch 4.0% pale ale, Pause 4.5% chocolate stout,
Engage 4.8% premium bitter and Collapsed 5.6% IPA and they will be brewing a
limited edition Winter ale, Mauled 6.5+% which will be available in pins.
Pause was Beer of Festival at Congleton Leisure Centre Spring Festival and
Collapsed echoed this success at the Autumn event.
The beers are on regularly to be found in Congleton at the Lord Mountbatten, Queens Head,
Railway, Piano Bar and (to no-one’s surprise with this theme!) the Rugby Club.

Tel 01260 289055/07861 718673
Now Available: Crouch 3.8% Traditional Bitter, Touch 4.0% Pale Ale,
Pause 4.5% Chocolate Stout, Engage 4.8% Premium Bitter and
Collapsed 5.6% IPA. Coming soon Mauled 6.5% Winter Ale

Autumn Pub of the Season; Queen’s Head, Congleton
Macclesfield and East Cheshire CAMRA pub of the
season is the Queens Head, Park Lane, Congleton –
first pub off the train for visitors to the town.
This pub has been on the fringe of greatness for a
number of years, but the significant investment by
owner Alan Tristan in the fabric of the pub and the
accommodation (for those who can stay over) and
his recruitment of Linda as the manager has lifted the
pub’s performance to a new level.
The beer range is both steady (Black Sheep, Bass,
Greene King, Joules) and innovative (Front Row,
Cottage, Tatton). Traditional cider is also served. The food offerings are good; as was well
demonstrated by the hospitality on our presentation evening.
This is a traditional pub where you can talk and debate on anything including politics and
religion without fear of causing offence - well maybe a bit but with humour and genuine
conviviality. The staff work
hard and know their stuff.
Competition is tough in the
town but this pub is
responding and continues
to get better.
It is a pub of yore and today
and has earned our support.
The picture above shows
Colin Bodimeade giving the
award to Linda on 2 October.
CB
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Gluten Free Beers
Following our recent article, we are pleased
to confirm that the Beer Emporium shop in
Sandbach (see the ad on Page 48) sells
three Real Ales in a Bottle from Greens of
West Yorkshire, Greens Dark Ale, Greens
Blonde Ale and Greens Brown Ale, all at
£2.30 for a 33cl bottle and in this part of
Cheshire, that the Wharf in Macclesfield is
stocking the same range of gluten free
bottle conditioned beers.
Free quarter-page advert in OiC to the
first Cheshire brewery to produce a good
gluten-free draught real ale for tasting by
our expert!

The Black Swan at Lower Withington
re-opened after a six month refit. It has four
hand pumps (Beartown and Storm usually
feature) and serves locally-sourced homely
food all day.
With real fires,
function rooms,
good walks
nearby and
open all day, it
seems to be
pressing a lot of
buttons. It certainly seems to be part of a
recent trend in upmarket dining pubs with a
retained emphasis of good pub values.
Live music features on Tuesday evenings.
www.blackswancheshire.com

Refreshment for the villagers of Pickmere
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After an extensive refurbishment, lasting most of the summer, the
Red Lion at Pickmere opened its doors again in November. Owned
by Stockport brewer, Robinson’s, it is managed by staff from the
Broad Oak Pub Company. This is the company that successfully
manages the White Lion at Alvanley, and is already winning awards
for its efforts in the community and for the quality of real ale.
Broad Oak’s Darren Sayle said: ‘it is our intention to provide a
village pub in Pickmere, where people can relax, feel comfortable,
and enjoy good food at reasonable prices, and above all else to
provide a range of excellent real ales. We can have nine rotating
Robinson’s beers at any one time, depending on demand’.
www.redlionpickmere.com

THE

LORD MOUNTBATTEN
70 MILL ST, CONGLETON
Over 500 beers already used
The first pub to have beers from
Front Row Brewery
in Cheshire

6 HANDPULLS
REAL CIDER
WARSTEINER
KALTENBERG HELL,
GOOD
BEER
PAULANER WHEAT BEER GUIDE
EUROPEAN BOTTLED BEERS

CHESHIRE’S VERY OWN TAP
- KEEPING IT LOCAL
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OPENING HOURS
MON-FRIDAY
5 PM TO CLOSE

SAT-SUN
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12 NOON TO CLOSE

THE

RAILWAY VIEW

Macclesfield

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL OUR REGULARS AND NEW CUSTOMERS
REAL ALES SUN PATIO POOL CARDS DOMINOES DARTS BAR SKITTLES
SUNDAY NIGHT QUIZ JAM SESSIONS FOLK SESSIONS ALTERNATE TUES NIGHTS
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MONDAY NIGHT FREE POOL AND REAL ALES £2.10 A PINT

The Good Beer Guide listed Cock & Pheasant in Bollington is now offering 20p discount on
pints of real ale (10p off a half) on production of a CAMRA membership card.
The pub is a great supporter of LocAle and two of the 4 hand pumps are dedicated to Storm
and Wincle. There are plans for a fifth beer to be added soon. There is a great beer garden
and the food is good.
We hope to bring you a feature on the discounts and benefits available across the whole of
Cheshire to CAMRA members in our next issue.

Dave, Cheryl and staff
welcome you to

Porter’s
Prince of
Wales
33 Roe Street
Macclesfield
SK11 6UT
01625 437007

7 Cask ales
available every day
Real fire - pub games - pool table
Join us on Facebook to receive
all our special offers on Real Ale
www.facebook.com/pages/Porters-Prince-of-Wales/120153446528?fref=ts

GOOD BEER IN TOWN
Recent developments in two Cheshire towns have seen upmarket pubs emerge onto the
scene, both serving cask beer.
Alderley Edge has seen the old Number 15 Wine Bar blossom into the Botanist. Owned by
the New World Pub Co who operate a number of establishments In Alderley Edge and the
Oast House in Manchester, the Botanist has benefited from an extensive and attractive
refurbishment. Light and airy it has a rustic/gardening theme throughout. There is an
interesting chandelier by the bar made out of miscellaneous pieces of glassware, while to
the rear an an outdoor drinking area comprises tables & park benches. There is an
emphasis on food but there are 4 ever changing cask ales, some of which are local.
thebotanist.uk.com
In even greater contrast, the run-down Red Cow in the middle of Knutsford has transformed
into the Old Sessions House with a £250,000 refurbishment. The New Moon Pub Company
is the vehicle for high profile local chef and enthusiastic restaurateur, David Mooney; well
known locally for his time at the Belle Epoque, and Paul Newman; an elite North West
restaurateur. Said David: “We are diligent about using premium quality produce and where
possible source products locally, as there are so many wonderful producers on our doorstep…” They have commissioned a house beer from the local Tatton Brewery, ‘The Usuale’
to complement the two other real ales on the hand pumps.
www.oldsessionshouse.co.uk
Not so much a town, more England’s second largest parish, but Mobberley is joining in with
this encouraging theme, too, with the reopening of the Roebuck. Gently redecorated after a
period of closure and rumour, the Roebuck is as busy as ever, serving four Cheshire cask
beers and on Fridays and Sundays, live music of the quietish tasteful variety. Acquired by
restaurateur Chris Hume, owner of Home in Little Bollington, the food emphasis is on “hearty
British” meals, with locally sourced ingredients where possible.
Given the rebirth of the Bull’s Head too, it is getting hard to park in Mill Lane these evenings!
www.the-roebuck.com

THE WATERS GREEN TAVERN
Your hosts,
Brian & Tracy
96 Waters Green,
Macclesfield
76 Windmill Street, Macclesfield
off the southern end of the Silk Road
A friendly traditional street-corner local.
“This is a true community local, with darts,
dominoes and crib teams, and is popular with
several generations of local families.”

Robinson’s Dark Hatter’s Mild and
seasonal beers always available,
plus the award winning Old Tom
strong ale in the Winter months.

Opposite the
Railway Station

Real Cider now sold!
Ever changing guest beers
including George Wright, Hop Head,
Phoenix, Roosters, York & many more
Good Beer Guide 2012
Local CAMRA Pub of the Season
Winter 2011

CAMRA Pub of the Year 2011
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Weekdays 12-2.30 & 5-11
(Sat &Sun all day)
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BEER
GUIDE

Bar meals served
Monday to Saturday lunch
No plastic food!
Real Chips!

This IS not a free house.

The Crown at Goostrey Revitalised
Our last issue mentioned that the Crown,
Goostrey was under new management.
It reopened in September effectively as a
Free House (signs outside show it as such)
though the building is still owned by Marstons.
The pub is managed by Chris Jennings, formerly
of the Church House, Bollington, now working
for a consortium trading as Kalton & Barlow.
The same consortium operates the Swan in
Tarporley and the Boat at Erbistock.
Fears that a revamp would destroy the country
pub atmosphere have not been realised, but there have been subtle interior changes. The
tap room has been partially opened up so that the pub is now actually one very large room,
though there are subdivisions to retain some segregation. The old bar and lounge areas are
little changed, but two notable improvements are the reinstatement of a real fire in the
lounge and the exposing of the brick paved original flooring between bar and dining areas.
Food is a vital selling point and the pub is open all day with food served from noon until 9 pm
(8 pm Sundays). Casual drinkers are welcome and interestingly tables can only be reserved
for six or more, thereby avoiding the daunting sight of almost every table saying “reserved”.
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The welcome to non-diners is reinforced by six beers, five of them permanent and one
monthly guest. Local breweries are at present represented by two Weetwood beers, and
the intention is that future guest ales will also be from a Cheshire micro. Another local micro
is featured in disguise with Bridgwood Bitter, a house beer from Mobberley Fine Ales named
in tribute to long time former licensee Gerry Bridgwood, who died suddenly earlier this year.
Any pub stands or falls by the quality of its staff, and our welcome when researching this
article was warm and helpful from what is essentially a very young team. Even such old
fashioned niceties as “straight glass or handle?” were observed by the bar staff. We wish
them well and feel sure that the reinvigorated Crown will quickly become a jewel.
TI

Your hosts Tony & Lynda
Licensees for 24 years

Railway Inn, Mobberley
now a Free House
Open every day
for home made food and
locally sourced cask ales
Large bowling green available for hire
Beer garden & children’s play area

Open log fires
Music quiz every Sunday
Real ale from Dunham Massey
(real vinyl records) DJ Karl Wayne
Tel no 01565 873155
E mail a.davies560@btinternet.com
Web www.railwayinnpub.co.uk
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THE CONGLETON PUB SCENE – AN UPDATE
Back in OIC 50, some 18 months ago, I wrote about how Congleton had witnessed a net
gain of 4 pubs over the previous 13-year period, with the only losses being the New Corner
Pin and the Forester’s Arms. I also commented: “…..the number of premises that are
currently boarded up and available for sale or to let; these are not yet permanent closures,
but it’s quite possible that some may follow”. Sadly, that possibility has turned into a reality
with one particular part of town badly affected.
First though, the good news - the former Dean’s toy
shop has now become the Young Pretender
successfully selling a good range of real ales.
The previously moribund Lion & Bell has reopened as the
Piano Bar with real ales available (which couldn’t always
be said about the Lion & Bell). There has also been the
opening of V Bar on West Street, but I am not aware that
real ale is sold there.
Additionally the town now has 3 breweries, with
Front Row and Cheshire Brewhouse joining the longerestablished Beartown. Products from all 3 breweries are
available across Congleton, mainly in the non-tied pubs.
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However, the last 18 months has witnessed the end of some of Congleton’s long-established
hostelries. This is most evident on the West Street / West
Road corridor, where both the Durham Ox and the Rose &
Crown have been converted into housing, having operated as
pubs since before 1850. Both were relatively small pubs
aimed at a local market and were wet-led.
The Lord Mountbatten has showed that it is possible to
sustain a wet-led pub in this day and age - if you have a
sufficiently interesting range of good quality beers to attract
customers in.
>>>

The Dog Inn
Well Bank Lane
Peover Heath, near Knutsford

Cask Ales from
Weetwood, Hydes plus
Guest beers
CAMRA Pub of the Season (Spring 2008)
Traditional English Home-cooked food
Served 12-2.30, 7-9.30 (12-8.30 Sunday)
Quiz nights
Thursday & Sunday
Happy Hour 5-7

Regular theme nights and music

6 en-suite rooms
Tel 01625-861421
Fax 864800
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These two did not, with the Rose & Crown not even offering real ale in the last few
years. Both were for sale for a while before being sold out of the pub trade.
Also on West Street, almost opposite the V Bar is the Staffordshire Knot (more latterly the
Beat Route Bar). This was a Porters Ale House which never seemed to reach the heights its
Macclesfield counterpart in terms of quality of its real ales or indeed levels of custom. The
pub did have some press coverage as a local businessman had made mention of reopening
it as a food-led operation, but at the time of writing it remains firmly closed and we are left to
wonder what the future holds for a pub that’s been around since at least the 1860s.
Then we come to the Marston’s pubs. Leaving aside the Moss in the Mossley part of town
and the highly food-oriented Cheshire Tavern on the Woodlands roundabout, which have
remained open, the other 4 Marston’s pubs in Congleton have had mixed fortunes of late.
On Lawton Street, both the Antelope and Kings Arms have had periods of closure. The
former has now been open again for some time, and on my last visit appeared to be lively
with a mix of age ranges and 3 decent offerings from the Marston’s stable of real ales. The
Kings reopened more recently and I’ve yet to pop in. I find it incredible that Marston’s are
unable to make more of a go of the oldest pub in Congleton (it is believed to date back to
1585). When I arrived in Congleton over 15 years ago, it was the first pub I was taken to and
even on a Thursday night, it was standing room only. Obviously the arrival of other outlets in
town during the intervening period aimed at the younger drinker (as I was then!) have
created a more difficult trading environment. I wish the current licensee well and hope that
the pub can be restored to its former glory; perhaps Marston’s could help the pub by
creating a situation where it can sell beers at competitive prices.
The other two Marston’s outlets have some similarities and some key differences. The Grove
at Lower Heath has closed, apparently permanently and awaits demolition before the site is
converted into a small supermarket, which will replace the convenience store across the
road (its owners are behind the supermarket plan).
This was the closest pub to my house, but I rarely went in as there were many changes of
licensee and the quality of the beer varied wildly from visit to visit. I have to say that neither
Marston’s nor any of the licensees did anything which marketed the pub to me, a potential
regular, save for hoardings and chalk boards outside the pub which I generally
>>>

Award winning cask ales
& bottle conditioned beers
With over a decade of brewing
excellence and five Champion Beers
under our belt, we know that you’ll want
to ‘come round to our way of drinking’.

Our beers are brewed just as Mother Nature intended, without additives,
flavourings and colourings. We only use the finest natural ingredients,
pure hops and our carefully created blends of malts.

Tel: 01625 431234

email: stormbrewing@dsl.pipex.com
www.stormbrewing.co.uk

The Storm Brewing Co. Ltd, 2 Waterside, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 7HJ
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>>>
didn’t read as I’d be driving my car and concentrating on the traffic at a busy junction!
How much did they want the pub to succeed? Whilst there has been some local dismay at
the demise of the only pub at this end of town, it contrasts sharply with the reaction to the
recent closure of the Waggon & Horses at the, errr, Waggon & Horses roundabout.
The Waggon closed in November for conversion to a
Tesco Express (less than a mile from the town’s main
Tesco store!). This closure sparked outrage with coverage
on the front of the Congleton Chronicle, a 1,000-signature
petition (including local MP, Fiona Bruce) and a strong
reaction from the pub’s regulars. This was a successful
pub serving good quality Marston’s beers (it’s in the 2012
Good Beer Guide). Marston’s clearly didn’t believe this
sufficient justification to retain it as a pub – perhaps they
now seem themselves more as property speculators than
purveyors of ales and food. One must also feel for the
recently-installed licensee, who believed he was taking on
a 5-year tenancy at the Waggon, but has lost his home
and livelihood. The press coverage of this situation has
not shown Marston’s in a good light and it would seem that local opinion counts for nothing.
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So, what of the future? Some pubs continuing to serve decent real ale in Congleton are
listed on the next page. Add to those the Leisure Centre bar, as well as its twice-yearly Real
Ale Festivals, and there’s still a great variety on offer for the discerning Congleton drinker.
However, pubs forced by their owners to sell an over-priced and narrow selection of beers
will continue to struggle unless they have some other selling point which will attract custom.
It’s still far too easy for a pub company to make little effort in promoting a pub before
throwing in the towel and selling to whoever may have designs on the site.
CAMRA continues to campaign on this issue – if you feel strongly enough about the
increasing threat to our well-loved and well-used locals (as well as the one that are less wellused), please join CAMRA and add your voice. The potential fate of the Waggon & Horses
should serve notice that no pub is safe!
DG

A Night to Remember in Congleton Town
The health of the real ale scene and the recent explosion of locally brewed LocAles
is evidenced by a survey undertaken at nine pubs in Congleton on one evening at
the end of October. The following cask beers were available:
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Allgates; Ostara
Avery Brewing; 3 point 5
Bass
Beartown Brewery; Black Bear,
Full Bodied Ruby Bear,
Bearskinful, Octobearfest,
Best Bitter, Kodiak Gold
Black Sheep; Best Bitter
Blakemere; Soul Time, Deep Dark Secret
Buxton Brewery; Dark Nights, Buxton Spa
Caledonian; Devil’s Advocate
Cheshire Brewhouse; DBA

Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Front Row; Touch
Green Jack; Trawlerboys BB
Greene King; Abbot and IPA
Joule’s; Pale Ale
Kelham Island; Pale Rider
Storm; Desert Storm
Robinsons; Unicorn,
Dizzy Blond, Elbow
Ruddles; Best
Steenbrugge; Blond
Three Tuns; 1642 and Pale Ale
Whim Ales; Hartington Bitter

Pubs visited: Wagon & Horses, Coach & Horses, Queens Head, Beartown Tap,
Young Pretender, White Lion, Counting House, Piano Bar, Lord Mountbatten.
There were just three duplications i.e. three of these beers were found in two pubs.

CB

Out Inn Cheshire is proud to support the independent brewers of
traditional beers in Cheshire and the pubs that stock them.
We encourage drinkers to seek out and drink LocAle brews and
we ask licensees to stock and promote them.
Keep local jobs, reduce ‘beer miles’ and enjoy a fine pint of locally brewed beer.
Congleton’s Beartown Brewery are delighted with the success (below) for its beer brewed in
honour of Voytek, a bear who, somewhat surprisingly, served in the Polish army in 1944.
We understand he enjoyed drinking beer. The award was for the bottled version but the
beer is also available in cask form so should be one to look out for.
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at Rainow
Beautiful Country Pub
at the gateway to the Peak District National Park
Enjoy 6 ever-changing real ales
(including 3 from Storm and/or RedWillow Brewing)
Great Value, quality food served every lunchtime and evening
(come and enjoy our famous pies!!)
4 En-suite Double or Twin bedrooms available
in our newly refurbished detached cottage
(£50 per room Mon-Thu, £65 per room Fri, Sat, Sun)
Wonderful gardens to the side and rear
to enjoy the views out to Kerridge Ridge.
Give us a ring or visit our website for further details.
www.robinhoodrainow.co.uk
Church Lane, Rainow
01625 574060

