SOUTH CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY
Thur Mar 7;
Sat 13 Apr;
Tues 14 May;
Sat 8 Jun;

Leopard, London Road, Nantwich.
South Cheshire CAMRA Annual General Meeting - 1pm
- Hop Pole, Wistaston Road Crewe.
Branch Meeting, 7.30 pm at the Nag’s Head, Willaston, near Crewe
1pm: Swan, Marbury. Weather permitting, this will be a SCRAP cycle ride.

A mostly rural area, but including the towns
of Crewe, Middlewich, Nantwich, Sandbach,
Alsager and Winsford.
Branch Contacts:
Mark Jeffries 07741 036339
markgill@globalnet.co.uk
Derek Davey 01270 761039
d.davey45@btinternet.com
Ian Bray
01270 252045
styrian@gmx.co.uk
Paul Hext
0784 6657833 (m)
h3xtyp@hotmail.co.uk

Every Monday evening in Crewe;
CAMRA / SPBW social,
7.30 pm in the Borough Arms
(3 beers at £1.50)
then 9.30 pm in HOPS (all beers £2 a pint).
All our events are open to
any CAMRA member,
anyone who likes beer or pubs,
and anyone who is just curious
to see what is going on!
See the website for details
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April – Community Pubs Month
We encourage pubs to organise events during this
month to help increase trade. This campaign gives pubs
a springboard to experiment marketing the pub to the
community throughout April. It is built around our new
National Pub Day – 1st April.

The Lower Chequer Inn

,

Crown Square, Sandbach, CW11 1FW
South Cheshire CAMRA Publicans of the year 2009
Six ever changing real ales
from Cheshire and other small independent brewers
Mon-Thur 6 pm-11 pm
Friday 4.30-11 pm
Sat 12 noon-11 pm
Sun 12 noon-10-30 pm
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2012 Good Beer Guide
Large patio area
overlooking ancient Saxon Crosses
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Offbeat Brewery
Michelle and Andrea from Offbeat Brewery in Crewe
played host to Project Venus in early January with
Venus Ella making it's debut at the National Winter
Ales Festival in Manchester.
Project Venus is a gathering of female brewers
[Brewsters] from across the United Kingdom who get
together every quarter to brew, chat and share ideas.
Established in 2011 this Offbeat brew was the 9th
incarnation of Project Venus. The host brewster
chooses the style and the recipe is fine tuned across
social networking sites, so Michelle's preference for
light, hoppy beers gave rise to Venus Ella which
focused on the Ella hop from Australia.
Brewsters from 9 breweries attended [Offbeat, Waen,
Triple fff, Welbeck Abbey Brewery, Zerodegrees,
Sandstone, Brewsters, Brentwood and Wilson Potter].
The next brew date is pencilled in for March at
Welbeck Abbey Brewery at Worksop, Nottinghamshire.
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Offbeat Brewery's open nights "Firsty Friday" return on 1 March 2013 and will continue on
the first Friday of the month for the rest of the year. These popular nights held at the brewery
are £1 entry, with 7 hand pumps on the bar featuring beers from the core range, the monthly
specials and whatever Michelle has brewed up as a trial . Previous nights have included a
double IPA at 8.4% and a Dunkel style Belgian beer.
The brewery is to be found on Thomas Street, Crewe, CW1 2BD. Go down Thomas Street,
away from Earle Street, past the large car park on left. The Offbeat Brewery is in the two
Industrial units on the left.

The

Globe Inn
Audlem Road
Nantwich
01270 623 374

Woodlands Brewery Tap
10 Real Ales from the award winning brewery, Stapeley
Open 12 pm - 11 pm all day, every day
Food served all day,
Monday-Saturday 12 pm-9 pm, Sunday 12 pm-8 pm
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Regularly changing menu featuring home made dishes
using fresh local produce
10 minutes walk from Nantwich Railway Station
New beer garden now open

Crewe and other News
The Angel closed just before Christmas. Part of a small pub chain run by Oakwell [Barnsley]
Brewery, the reason given was “under-trading”. Great pity; nice beer at low price and friendly
landlord and landlady. No idea yet of future but it is not helped by the entrance down two
flights of stairs with no disabled access.
The British Lion, Nantwich Road is still for sale and with a seemingly unsure future.
The Victoria and Cumberland, both Admiral Taverns, are looking for new leaseholders; short
term for the Cumberland and three year lease for the Victoria.
Work had ceased on renovations at the Romping Donkey, [Grade II listed] Betchton, but a
planning application was submitted in December, for “Demolition and reconstruction of part
of building plus extension, conservatory and a cellar”. Woodlands Brewery will put in the bar
and cellar equipment and supply the beers when building complete. Hopefully the pub will
re-open in 2013.
George Hotel, Sandbach. J. D. Wetherspoons have applied for planning permission for:
“Internal alterations to existing layout and refurbishment. New kitchen extract to side elevation
and condenser units to the rear elevation. There is a new timber extension with metal framed
glazed windows to the rear of the building along with new boundary wall”.
This year the 18th and probably the last, Bhurtpore Summer Beer Festival will be held over
Tuesday 2nd July to Sunday 7th July with about 130 Real Ales from all over the UK plus a
good selection of Real Cider and Perry. This is a Beer Festival not to be missed!
Get these dates in your diaries, I-pads, notebooks or whatever! Festival Opening Times are:
6.30-11.30 Tuesday; 12-11 Wednesday-Saturday; 12-11 Sunday. The Bhurtpore, in Aston is
just a 20 minute walk from Wrenbury Railway station and there is a good service between
Crewe and Shrewsbury.
At time of writing, late January 2013, the White Hart, Hough, the Shroppie Fly, Audlem and
the Flying Lady, Crewe are listed on Punch Taverns website as potential Punch Partnership
tenancy / leases.
IB

3
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Sandbach Area News
The Limes has settled on Wells Bombardier as
permanent ale, with the second pump changing.
McMullen’s AK has proved popular over the
winter here. Local beers seem to be a regular
feature in the Cricketers, with two from Tatton
and two from Weetwood spotted recently.
There was a large turnout for the presentation
of CAMRA Regional Pub of the Year at the
Lower Chequer, but sadly it didn’t progress
any further against the stiff national competition.
Being listed as one of the top 16 real ale pubs
in the UK is still a marvellous accolade for the
pub though.
The Beer Emporium in Wells Street, had a
Christmas draw for a bottle of Brewmeister beer
with a mind–boggling 65% alcohol content
(appropriately named Armageddon!) and
opened up the back of the shop to aid the flow
of customers.
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Further afield, the Blue Bell at Spen Green,
Smallwood will have a mixture of the wellknown (Landlord, Bombardier and Doombar) plus a changing small brewers ale on its three
pumps. We sampled Moorhouse’s Premium on a recent visit. A fourth hand pump has been
installed for a real cider to be offered summer. Nearby the Brownlow was offering Black
Sheep Bitter, a beer from the Wincle range and a changing third beer from a local brewery
(Joules, Beartown and Weetwood have featured) in the winter. The landlord is a keen
supporter of real ales and although most of the pub is set out for food, he encourages those
who come in for a tipple to cluster round the bar where a comfortable drink can be had. DD

5 Real Ales on offer
2 open log fires & and cosy dining room
WE ARE NOW A STEAKHOUSE.
Locally sourced amazing selection of steaks on offer at incredible prices.
Please view our website for details

New BISHOP'S TABLE dining room and menu
Cash prize game every Friday at 8
Recently awarded the Cask Marque
Beautiful countryside and canal walks from the pub
Dogs welcome

Monday closed
Tues- Thurs 5-10
Fri 5-11 (food 6-9)
Sat 12-11 (food 12-3 & 6-9)
Sun 12-10 (food 12-3)

Telephone;
01270 625067
Web-site
www.thestarinnacton.co.uk

The Star Inn
Chester Road
Acton
Nr Nantwich CW5 8LD
Mon-Fri; 5-11 Sat-Sun: 12-11
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The Rising Sun
Station Road, Scholar Green, Cheshire ST7 3JT

Wade and Colleen offer you
a friendly welcome
as well as Good Food and
5 Real Ales (two rotating Guest Ales)
Open;
Monday-Thursday
Friday
Saturday Sunday

;
pub
ide come!
s
l
l
a
Can ters we
boa

12 - 3 and 5 - 11.30
Open All Day From 9.30 am-Midnight
Open All Day From 12 noon-Midnight

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Home-cooked locally sourced food available:
Afternoons:
Monday - Saturday 12 - 2.30, Sunday All Day 12 noon - 8
Evenings:
Monday - Friday 6 - 9, Saturday 5.30 - 9.30
Breakfast available: Friday 9.30 am - 12 noon

10% OFF Food Voucher

01782776235

www.risingsuncheshire.co.uk

Not to be used with any other offer;
e. g. 2 for £10, Sunday Lunch
or Steak Night

Winter Pub of the Year; White Lion, Barthomley
South Cheshire CAMRA honours the White Lion, in rural Barthomley.
This unspoilt 15th Century black and white timbered pub gives a warm
welcome in winter with its log fires, range of Jennings and Marston’s
beers, and tempting food. In fact, it was so busy that landlady Laura
had to delegate the acceptance to her Mum, Barbara, herself a former licensee of the pub.
THE EIGHTEENTH (and last) SUMMER

Bhurtpore Inn Beer Festival
2 - 7 JULY 2013
Bhurtpore Inn, Aston, nr. Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 8DQ.
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Around

130 Real Ales

Real Cider & Perry, 150 bottled Belgian & German beers

Festival Opening Times
Tuesday: 6.30 – 11.30, Wednesday – Saturday:12 noon – 11.30 pm, Sunday: 12 noon - 11 pm

Cheshire’s Biggest Beer Festival!
FREE ADMISSION; All enquiries ring 01270 780917
SPECIAL TRAINS FROM MANCHESTER & CARDIFF COURTESY CASPA

12 Minutes Walk from Wrenbury Railway Station
www.bhurtpore.co.uk – pub website, www.bhurtpore.com – beers website
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Off the Beaten Track in Crewe
Crewe has two well-known highlights, the Borough Arms and HOPS, both selling a wide
range of excellent real ales. Understandably they get most of the attention from visitors to
the town, so we thought it was high time that we let some of the other pubs in the town get
a look in. Local CAMRA member Kez Challacombe duly arranged a survey trip, and on a
cold winter’s night, we set off along Nantwich Road, near the Railway Station. This area
with lots of brash pubs and bars has a few real ale outlets if you search hard enough.
Our starting point was the Corner Bar, part of the Royal Hotel. This often stocks three
Salopian beers on the pumps but our luck was out, all three being sold out. The British
Lion (nicknamed the Pig) was temporarily shut. A bastion of real ale in a sea of noisy keg
outlets it has struggled to remain open recently and is up for sale. It reopened after our visit,
selling three beers from National brewers, and we hope it returns to its former glories.
After our inauspicious start, we made our way to the Brunswick further down Nantwich
Road. Success at last! Thankfully there was real ale from the Greene King stable, with
Hardy & Hansons bitter and Greene King IPA (we just missed the Morland Original),
and we settled in for a much-needed pint. A large, modern, open plan pub featuring
live music at weekends, it had just changed hands. It was heartening to see that it was
offering the real stuff.
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This was the end of our foray down Nantwich road, and we moved onto Edleston Road to
call into Square One; a decidedly modern bar in the Industrial style with bare brick walls,
exposed air conditioning trunking and open metal staircase. Sole cask beer was a
respectable Sharp’s Doombar. Beers from Crewe’s OffBeat brewery have been sold in the
past, and local beers may be tried again in the future. Further down the road towards the
town centre, one of our number spotted a hand pump at the Express and was at the bar
ordering up the seasonal Hobgoblin ale ‘It’s Christmas’ within seconds. This proved to be a
dark, malty beer in keeping with the season. We had assumed that the Express was devoid
of real ale, but this corner pub with a rare tiled exterior had been stocking it for a while. It
shows what you find when you go looking! We parked ourselves in the comfortable right
hand bar with its log fire, and it was noticeable that the volume of the music had gone down
now that we had move away from Nantwich Road.
>>>

Rode Park & Lawton Cricket Club
Spring

Beer Festival

To Sandbach

To Knutsford
A50

A533

10th - 13th Apr 2013

Through the
white gate,
Opposite the
Junction
here!

Rode Heath

Wed 10th Start at 5.00

ST7 3QT

Thurs 11th Start at 5.00
Fri 12th Start at 5.00
Sat

13th

Start at 12 noon

Alsager

Church
Lawton

24 Real Ales and 3 Ciders
Free entry and food served throughout!
Contact Tony Chadwick (07799 885527) for more information
>>>
Our next destination was the Duke of Bridgewater at the corner of Wistaston Road.
The Duke is a bright enterprising pub normally stocking three beers, and it was full of people
playing dominoes, cards and poker. We just missed out on Jennings Cumberland as the
cask ran out, and settled for Pedigree. The other beer is normally Hobgoblin or Snecklifter.
The final visit for the evening was through Crewe’s main shopping area to the Cheese Hall,
just off Market Street. This large, open plan house with a central wooden floor and raised
carpeted areas for eating was formerly called the Three Lamps and sells beers from the
Marston’s range. We tried the Snecklifter; Banks Bitter and Hobgoblin were also available.
We needed another night to finish our tour off, and a few days later we visited a further
three pubs. Details in the next issue of Out Inn Cheshire.
DD

TRAFFORD & HULME
CAMRA DIARY
We cover the Borough of Trafford - that's places like Altrincham, Sale, Stretford and Urmston
plus Hulme (west of Princess Road), a large chunk of Manchester City Centre
and some bits of north east Cheshire.
All members, old and new are warmly welcomed. See www.thcamra.org.uk

Thurs 7 Mar;
Thurs 21 Mar;
Sat 30 Mar;
Sat 6 Apr;

Branch meeting 8 pm; Flixton Ex-Servicemen’s Club.
Transport to Stretford for all members after meeting
Deansgate social; 8 pm Oast House, 8.45 Gas Lamp,
9.30 Bridge, 10 Sawyers, 10.30 Lost Dene
Deansgate/Liverpool Rd social; 12 noon Deansgate, 1 Cask, 2 White Lion,
2.45 Ox, 3.30 Dukes 92, 4.30 Eight Bar, 5.15 Wharf, finish Knott
Branch trip to Bolton Festival. A trip to support Bolton Beer Festival.
Details to follow, see website

chair@thcamra.org.uk (bevalitabev@yahoo.co.uk)
Branch Contact – John Ison 0161 962 7976. Or E-mail Jon Gobbett at membership@thcamra.org.uk
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