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Wed 12 Jun; Branch Meeting,
Premier (Wetherspoons), Widnes.
Wed 13 Aug; Branch Meeting, Beechwood,
Beechwood, Runcorn

Paul Miller 07837 749614
paul.miller@thermo.com

Trips;

Branch info; David Gray 01925 727787

david.grey11@btinternet.com

Walking the Halton Way
In March, my sister, brother-in-law and I successfully walked the final eight miles of the
way-marked Mersey Valley Timberland Trail from Daresbury to Weston Village with the
aim of visiting as many of Halton Borough's cask ale pubs within one mile of the trail.
In its entirety, the trail begins over in Lymm and is a leisurely, contrasting 22-mile exploration
of town and country along the stretch where the Cheshire Plain gradually descends into the
Mersey Valley.

32

The Arriva X31 Chester-Warrington bus dropped us off around noon in time for lunch at
Daresbury's Ring O'Bells. This food-based village pub offers a decent, extensive menu
but we kept it basic with bowls of chunky chips and buttered bread to prepare for our
onward trek. The Robinsons' 3.8% Dizzy Blonde was on admirable form, though we
passed on the ubiquitous Bombardier and Old Speckled Hen options and got cracking
on the trail to Halton Village threading the Daresbury Firs, the Bridgewater Canal and
the woods and fields of Runcorn's leafy Town Park.
Halton Borough's most elevated pub the Castle in Halton Village did well to keep a warm,
inviting log fire ablaze, but the diligence failed to reach the two vacated hand-pumps and so
we politely and promptly headed down the hill to Halton Village's historic Norton Arms.
Normally a reliable source of at least one of several big name cask ales, their two hand
pumps were also left empty whilst a throng of keg-lager quaffing football fans eagerly
watched Liverpool challenge Southampton (in vain) on the pub's many oversized TV
screens.
The next pub on our list was the Union Tavern, which is on the approach to Runcorn Old
Town, and it was blessed relief to be served a highly agreeable 4.4% Black Sheep Bitter
- the sole cask ale available here today - following several hours' abstinence. Wales were
beating England into shape at the Rugby League Six Nations on the bar area's TV and so
we discreetly slipped into the quiet side room and chatted with a friendly retired couple about
the delights of Runcorn pubs in earlier days.
Up in the Old Town is Runcorn's very own Wetherspoon, the
Ferry Boat, which in addition to the Ruddles and Abbot Ale
regulars, were serving three exciting local ales: one from Peerless
and two from George Wright. I had a half pint of Peerless Brewery's
Storr - the Norse word for Great - which is a lightly hopped yet
rounded and malty 4.8% cask lager and my brother-in-law opted
for half of Gwynt y Ddraig's Black Dragon, a robust 7.2% cask cider.
He described the cider's flavour profile as a burst of sweetness
giving way to a sustained smokiness.
Heading south along Greenway Road we called in at the Lion for
half pints of Copper Dragon's 3.9% Golden Pippin, which is gentle,
pale citrus ale. This small, bustling pub on the corner still feels fresh
from last year's refurbishment and has since been committed to maintaining two changing
cask ales. Sharp's Doombar was the other cask, which I always leave for others.
>>>

>>>
Less than one mile from the Lion are the sandstone cliff edges of Runcorn Hill near
Weston Village, which mark the end of the Mersey Valley Timberland Trail and present
sweeping, impressive views of the hills of Frodsham, Helsby and Wales, the River Mersey
Estuary and surrounding industry, even in the fading late afternoon light of our visit.
However, this was certainly not the end of our pub tour.
Weston Village's Roundhouse was yet another
friendly and busy pub, largely with football fans
keeping track of the Manchester United v Reading
match on the TV. Importantly, the Roundhouse was
serving Old Bear's 3.9% Airedale Bitter, which is a
touch darker in appearance than most bitters and has
hints of forest fruit in its lingering flavour. It was the
only cask ale here today but it was on great form.
Five minutes from the Roundhouse is the
Prospect Inn, whose traditional lounge with roaring
log fire, affable locals and attentive bar staff made it
the warmest and most sociable of all the pubs we visited today. The Prospect's food menu
comprises a long list of low price home-cooked meals but we
kept it basic and ordered three large bowls of chunky chips with
buttered bread to go with a round of fine 4.1% Lancaster Blonde
ales in half measures.
In addition to the well-known brews from Adnams and Timothy
Taylor, the Prospect offers their very own 3.8% ale, which is a
tawny-coloured bitter with, in my estimation, a moderate
astringency. I believe it is brewed by the Prospect's landlord
using the facilities of a Runcorn micro-brewery.
Last but not least was Weston Point's Weaver Hotel which consistently serves Dark Mild,
Barnsley Bitter and Senior from the Oakwell Brewery. My sister and I prefer the darker ales
and so we each enjoyed the delicious 3.4% Dark Mild, which is steeped in rich flavour
despite its low strength. My brother-in-law
went for the Barnsley Bitter and declared it
his favourite drink of the day. Live music
was scheduled at the Weaver later that
night but it had been a long (and rewarding)
day for us and so we reluctantly headed for
home at 9 pm.
Dutton Cheshire WA4 4JY

CAMRA 2013 GBG & LocAle accredited
serving a wide range of real ale;
see the website for what’s available.

To summarise, of the nine Halton pubs
visited, seven served cask-conditioned ale
and of the 19 different cask ales seen, five
would qualify as "LocAle" and seven hailed
from Yorkshire.

Traditional pub food cooked to order
12-9 Mon – Sat & Sun carvery 12-7
booking advised.

The best kept ale of the day, in my opinion,
was Old Bear's Airedale Bitter at the
Roundhouse.

The place to meet

Function room available

Halton Community Pub 2012
Tuesdays Charity Quiz & Bingo at 9
Tel: 01928 718181
Web: www.tunneltop.co.uk

The broadest selection of ales was found at
the ever-popular Ferry Boat (where there
were at least five, including three local ales
as well as a Welsh cask cider) and the best
all-round pub experience was had at the
Prospect Inn.
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HIGH PEAK
HP& NE Cheshire CAMRA covers Poynton, Disley and Kettleshume in NE Cheshire,
plus Hayfield and Glossop in Derbyshire and Droylsden, Mossley, Hyde,
Ashton, and Stalybridge in Greater Manchester.
The Branch website is at : www.hpneccamra.org.uk
Contact; Lawrence Bamber on 01625 876469, lolbamber@aol.com
or Tom Lord, jenni.lord@tiscali.co.uk
Future Meeting Dates (all start at 8.30 pm, unless otherwise stated):
Sat 15 June: AGM, The Royal, Hayfield, 1 pm for 1.30 pm; thereafter Social in Hayfield.
TBA:
Summer POTS Presentation to the Quiet Woman in Earl Sterndale
Social at Ashton Arms, Bhurtpore from 1.30 pm
Sat 6 July:
Mon 8 July: Branch Meeting; Crown, Glossop; & Historic Pub Interiors Certificate award
Mon 12 Aug: Branch Meeting; Sportsmans , Hyde

POYNTON NEWS
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NEW FREE HOUSE
Ken, Barbara & Sally Anne Bromley have secured the
freehold of the Bull's Head on London Road North,
Poynton from Punch and are very pleased to announce
that the is now Free of Tie.
House bitter is Thwaites Original, an excellent traditional
session bitter. 3 other hand pumps feature local and national
brews - recently Jennings Cocker Hoop, a classic golden
bitter, Thwaites Big Ben, a very moreish dark bitter and
Thwaites Half Nelson, a distinctive, hoppy pale ale, full of tropical fruit flavours. The pub has
hosted local CAMRA meetings and is well known for the quality and diversity of its real Ale.
A former Boddington pub it has been in the family since 1973 and is home to a thriving Golf
Society and local football team. It serves weekday lunches and features a log fire and wide
screen TVs in the main Lounge Bar and in the Vault/Games Room with its dart board. Cards
and dominoes are played.
A quiet Snug off the lounge bar can be booked for meetings and the pub can provide a buffet
supper on request to help proceedings along.
The Bull's Head is well worth a visit and you are assured of a warm welcome to a traditional
village pub serving quality real ale.
NEW WETHERSPOON
JD Wetherspoon’s modern Kingfisher opened in December. The 10 hand pumps serve
house ales (Abbott, Ruddles and Pickford's Premium, brewed by Wincle Beer Co; a classic
4% ABV session bitter, along with a guest cider and a wide range of national and local ales
ranging from Marston's to local craft brewers like RedWillow. It is Cask Marque accredited.
Beer festivals will be held twice a year, in
spring and autumn.
Food is served from 8 am until 10 pm every day
and includes the classic Beer & Burger, Steak
club, Curry Club and Sunday Club which all
include a free drink (and yes, ale is included!).
There are 2 large beer gardens with a heated
smoking area, and ample car parking.
A feature is the industrial style fire place next to
a window through which you can see the ales
conditioning.

SOUTH CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY
Sat 8 Jun;
Tue 2 Jul:
Thur 8 Aug:
Thur 19 Sept:

1pm: Branch Meeting Swan, Marbury.
Weather permitting, this will be a SCRAP cycle ride.
8pm: Branch Meeting, Bhurtpore, Aston.
8pm: Branch Meeting, Rising Sun, Middlewich Road [A530]
8pm: Branch Meeting, Bleeding Wolf, Congleton Rd, Scholar Green [A34]

A mostly rural area, but including the towns
of Crewe, Middlewich, Nantwich, Sandbach,
Alsager and Winsford.
Branch Contacts:
Mark Jeffries 07741 036339
markgill@globalnet.co.uk
Derek Davey 01270 761039
d.davey45@btinternet.com
Ian Bray
01270 252045
styrian@gmx.co.uk
Paul Hext
0784 6657833 (m)
h3xtyp@hotmail.co.uk

Every Monday evening in Crewe;
CAMRA / SPBW social,
7.30 pm in the Borough Arms
(3 beers at £1.50)
then 9.30 pm in HOPS (all beers £2 a pint).
All our events are open to
any CAMRA member,
anyone who likes beer or pubs,
and anyone who is just curious
to see what is going on!
See the website for details
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PEOPLE WITH TASTE
ARE DRINKING
REAL ALE

The Lower Chequer Inn

,

Crown Square, Sandbach, CW11 1FW
South Cheshire CAMRA Publicans of the year 2009
Six ever changing real ales
from Cheshire and other small independent brewers
Mon-Thur 6 pm-11 pm
Friday 4.30-11 pm
Sat 12 noon-11 pm
Sun 12 noon-10-30 pm

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

2012 Good Beer Guide
Large patio area
overlooking ancient Saxon Crosses
E
and cobbled Town Square
HIR HE
S
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Family and dog friendly
B

Circa 1570
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Rural Community Pub 2013
The Rising Sun at Scholar Green has had 2 more real ale
pumps installed making that a total of seven in all. New pumps
will be Jennings Bitter and Jennings Dark Mild.
The pub was also awarded Rural Community Pub 2013 by
CAMRA South Cheshire. Pictured are Wade and Colleen with
Derek Davey, Chairman of CAMRA South Cheshire.
Food is now available Saturday from 12-9.30 and Sunday 12-8.

Out and about in Winsford
Just a couple of years ago and Winsford was regarded as a bit of a Real Ale desert… with
just the Wetherspoon’s Queens Arm’s in the town centre serving a choice of cask ale.
All this has now changed for the good as can be vouched for by some dedicated members
from South Cheshire CAMRA who diligently carried out a Pub Survey of the town.
First off was the Old Star on Swanlow Lane. Managed by local publican Ernie Welch, it is
his belief that the Old Star should be a comfortable, relaxing environment where friends
and families can socialise and enjoy quality drinks, snacks and good company.
Food is served all day from 7:30am from the ‘Old Star-Bites Sandwich Bar’ to eat in
or take-away. Weetwood Old Dog was on good form on the evening of the Branch visit.

36 With a view of Over Roundabout a new pub, the No.4 Bar, prides itself on 3 ever-changing
guest ales from all over the country and 3 ‘real lagers’ from the Staffordshire based
Freedom Brewery. Converted from an old chemist shop this bar has a great character and
is well worth a visit.
No survey of Winsford would be complete without visiting the Queen’s Arms in the town
centre. On the evening of the survey all 4 guest ales were sampled and all proved to be in very
good form. Cider drinkers should note that the Queens Arms also specialises in real cider with
Gwynt-y-Ddraig Black Dragon as the house cider, with at least 2 other ciders as guests always
available.
>>>

The

Globe Inn
Audlem Road
Nantwich
01270 623 374

Woodlands Brewery Tap
10 Real Ales from the award winning brewery, Stapeley
Open 12 pm - 11 pm all day, every day
Food served all day,
Monday-Saturday 12 pm-9 pm, Sunday 12 pm-8 pm
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Regularly changing menu featuring home made dishes
using fresh local produce
10 minutes walk from Nantwich Railway Station
New beer garden now open

The Rising Sun
Station Road, Scholar Green, Cheshire ST7 3JT

Wade and Colleen offer you
a friendly welcome
as well as Good Food and
5 Real Ales (two rotating Guest Ales)
Open;
Monday-Thursday
Friday
Saturday Sunday

;
pub
ide come!
s
l
l
a
Can ters we
boa

12 - 3 and 5 - 11.30
Open All Day From 9.30 am-Midnight
Open All Day From 12 noon-Midnight

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Home-cooked locally sourced food available:
Afternoons:
Monday - Saturday 12 - 2.30, Sunday All Day 12 noon - 8
Evenings:
Monday - Friday 6 - 9, Saturday 5.30 - 9.30
Breakfast available: Friday 9.30 am - 12 noon

10% OFF Food Voucher

01782776235

www.risingsuncheshire.co.uk

Not to be used with any other offer;
e. g. 2 for £10, Sunday Lunch
or Steak Night

>>>
On the east bank of the River Weaver at the bottom of Wharton Hill stands the
Red Lion. With a beer garden on the river bank, food served all day, entertainment most
evenings and 3 real ales always available the ‘Red’ is well worth a special visit.
Other Winsford pubs which also serve cask ale include the Gate on Delamere Street
(a sister pub to the Red Lion); the Wharton Park (a Crown Carvery pub) and the
Brighton Belle (a Hungry Horse pub).
PT

3
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Round Crewe – Part Two
In the last edition of this magazine, we reported on some of the less well-known pubs of
Crewe, but there are many hostelries worthy of a look, and we needed a further two tours to
finish them off. For our first, we started at Crewe’s Wetherspoons, the Gaffers Row near
the bus station. Although this former furniture shop lacks the architectural splendour of
some of Wetherspoons larger outlets, it has improved since a new manager moved over
from the Penny Black in Northwich. A handful of beers were on, and the Moorhouse's
Coldspell tried by us was certainly in good condition.
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Next was the Earl of Chester at the corner of Flag Lane and Wistaston Road. The landlord
here has tried hard to establish real ale, and made us welcome, offering some good quality
Lymestone Stone Cutter and OffBeat Kooky Gold (one of the few local beers we found
on our travels). He deserves our support, as does the enthusiastic landlord at our last stop
of all, the Hop Pole further down Wistaston Road. With a large upstairs meeting room
and an annex which is home to a model railway group, it is an unexpectedly large place
which has been sympathetically refurbished whilst maintaining the original separate rooms.
There were three beers on, Wyre Piddle, which we found very acceptable, plus Black Sheep
bitter and a national brew.
The Hop Pole was awarded Town Community Pub 2013
in April. Photograph shows Derek Davey, Chairman,
with Landlord Russell Halden. Russell has also taken
over the Flying Lady, Coleridge Way and the pub reopened in April, this time with real ales available.
Our final tour was of the Earle Street area of the town,
near to Crewe’s retail park. Here we visited the
Rising Sun, a large former Boddington’s house with
a central horseshoe bar with attractive coloured glass
inserts. The pub was originally smaller, but the
adjoining house was bought some years back and the pub knocked through into it.
>>>

5 Real Ales on offer
2 open log fires & and cosy dining room
WE ARE NOW A STEAKHOUSE.
Locally sourced amazing selection of steaks on offer at incredible prices.
Please view our website for details

New BISHOP'S TABLE dining room and menu
Cash prize game every Friday at 8
Recently awarded the Cask Marque
Beautiful countryside and canal walks from the pub
Dogs welcome

Monday closed
Tues- Thurs 5-10
Fri 5-11 (food 6-9)
Sat 12-11 (food 12-3 & 6-9)
Sun 12-10 (food 12-3)

Telephone;
01270 625067
Web-site
www.thestarinnacton.co.uk

The Star Inn
Chester Road
Acton
Nr Nantwich CW5 8LD
Mon-Fri; 5-11 Sat-Sun: 12-11
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>>>
Marston’s EPA was on offer, and the one revolving guest beer had recently been
Moorhouses Black Cat. There was also a real cider on hand pump, Weston’s Old Rosie.
Further towards the town centre we stopped at the Kings Arms, another of Crewe’s
unaltered houses. The original four rooms have been retained, with wood panelling
throughout, including a snug with bell pushes still in evidence, and a narrow public bar.
In places the original tiled floors can still be seen. There is always a Beartown beer on
(very good Bruins Ruin on our visit), plus Marston's Pedigree. Just up the road we made
our penultimate stop at the Crown, a Robinson’s pub with an impressive frontage.
The interior was re-decorated three years ago, with an oak bar and tasteful mirrors, plus a
part tiled, part wood floor, giving a brighter, more modern feel to the place. Unicorn bitter,
Frederic’s 175 (a pleasant malty brew) and Double Hop were on the hand pumps.
Finally, we nipped down the road from the Crown to the Nags Head, a corner pub (corner
of Market Street and Meredith Street) which used to be surrounded by railway housing in
grids of streets. Still relatively untouched, it is the sole survivor of the four or five pubs which
once existed in the area. It has a busy public bar, where a darts match was in progress,
and a separate lounge where live music is put on. Decent pints of Thwaite's Wainwright
and Hobgoblin were the beers on offer, and the landlady has a varied guest beer list she
chooses from with help from her locals. Weston’s Old Rosie cider was again available, this
time direct from a polypin.
Overall, we had found a fair few outlets selling a range of decent beers on our tours (and
there are more we couldn’t fit in!), showing that it is well worth straying from the tried and
tested Good Beer Guide entries in Crewe. Our thanks go to local CAMRA member Kez for
guiding us round a few of them!
DD
Real ale is selling well at the Gaffer's Row since Gary Marsland has taken over as manager.
On a recent visit there were 8 real ales to choice from including beers from Weetwood,
Moorhouse, and Phoenix, all very well kept.
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Fire damage
A recent fire, which happened whilst the publican and his wife were away on a short break,
closed the Red Cow in Nantwich. However, Martin and his team were determined to get the
pub back open again as quickly as possible and so they literally rolled up their sleeves and
got on with the repairs and redecoration. They are to be praised for their efforts as the pub
looked superb when it re-opened on 27 March. Martin kindly laid a cask on as a thank-you to
his regulars and the CAMRA branch representation who attended to support the re-opening.
Well done to everyone at the Red Cow, which is just across the road from the bus station, a
pub well worth a visit.
Also damaged by fire on April 1
was the White Lion, a Marston's
pub, at Barthomley.
It seems that sparks from one of
the fires ignited the thatched roof.
The pub is presently closed.
Work is underway to restore
the pub to its former Grade ll listed
status, in consultation with
planners and English Heritage.
Work is expected to take at least
eight weeks.
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Work underway at the White Lion

New Merlin Brews
Merlin Brewing Co have a new 4.1% ale called Avalon.
Launch date was Friday 15 March at the Lower Chequer in Sandbach.
From the same brewery, released on May 3, again showcased at the
Lower Chequer, was a new Dark Magic Mild, at 4.8%. Look out for these in
your LocAle pubs in South Cheshire and beyond.

Great British Beer Festival
13 – 17 August - London Olympia
Over 800 real ales, ciders, perries
and foreign beers
-plenty of choice to suit everyone!
There is also plenty of food,
live music and pub games to enjoy.
Tickets can be bought by calling
0844 412 4640 or visiting
www.gbbf.org.uk/tickets
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Work on the Mere, Alsager, is progressing well. Scheduled to open on or about 5 June.
This will be the second Joule's Brewery [Market Drayton] pub in the CAMRA South
Cheshire area. See the advertisement on the back cover.
J. D. Wetherspoons have submitted revised planning permission in for the George, in
Sandbach. A decision date was expected at the end of May.
THE EIGHTEENTH (and last) SUMMER

Bhurtpore Inn Beer Festival
2 - 7 JULY 2013
Bhurtpore Inn, Aston, nr. Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 8DQ.
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Around

130 Real Ales

Real Cider & Perry, 150 bottled Belgian & German beers

Festival Opening Times
Tuesday: 6.30 – 11.30, Wednesday – Saturday:12 noon – 11.30 pm, Sunday: 12 noon - 11 pm

Cheshire’s Biggest Beer Festival!
FREE ADMISSION; All enquiries ring 01270 780917
SPECIAL TRAINS FROM MANCHESTER & CARDIFF COURTESY CASPA

12 Minutes Walk from Wrenbury Railway Station
www.bhurtpore.co.uk – pub website, www.bhurtpore.com – beers website

Offbeat News
Offbeat Brewery are brewing up a fine selection of specials
for the summer. Two favourites from 2012, Way Out Wheat
and Unhinged Ginger, will both be back together with a very
special launch at Offbeat on 2 August of two IPA's. The details
of the beers are top secret but with Michelle's love of hops
and putting twists on different styles you know they're going
to be worth hunting out.
The open nights at the brewery on the first
Friday of the month (hence the name Firsty
Friday) continue to attract a crowd to sample
the beers on the 7 hand pumps.
Entry is £1, live music and beer sausages keep the good folk happy.
The brewery is situated on Thomas Street, Crewe at CW1 2BD and the
opening times are 5 pm to 10 pm.
August will see the brewery extend their open night over a whole weekend
[August 2-4] with 25 beers available. Not only will there be a huge selection
of Offbeat beers but some specially chosen guest ales too.
See the advert below for more details.
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Due to licensing restrictions, tours are available but need to be built
around the existing first Friday of the month open nights.
With advance notice they can accommodate your group within 4 days
either side of a “Firsty Friday”.
Contact Michelle on beer@offbeatbrewery.com to discuss.
On a final note, the team were delighted to hear that they had won the
award for Best Mild of the Festival, at the CAMRA Doncaster Beer Festival,
for its Wild Blackberry Mild.

