CHESTER & SOUTH CLWYD
CAMRA DIARY
For the latest events, please visit the branch web site
www.chestercamra.co.uk
Sat 15 Jun; Welsh Heritage Pubs tour and Pub of the Year judging on minibus.
Dep. Ship Vic 1100. Back in Chester at 9.15 pm.
Thu 20 Jun; White Horse, Overton.
Fri 21 Jun; Pub gardens tour to include: Willey Moor Lock ; Blue Bell, Tushingham;
Boat, Erbistock; Grosvenor Arms, Aldford. Minibus Dep. Ship Vic: 6.30 pm,
Fri 5 Jul;
Bhurtpore Inn, Aston. Their final beer festival.
Minibus dep. Ship Vic: 6 pm, back in Chester for 11 pm.
Thu 18 Jul; Cross Keys, Chester.
Fri 19 Jul; Ceriog Valley on minibus. Dep. Ship Vic: 6.30 pm, back in Chester for 11 pm.
Sat 20 Jul; West Cheshire Brewers’ beer festival at Spitting Feathers in Waverton.
Sat 27 Jul; Calder Valley on train. Train from Chester to Manchester at 10.52.
Fri 2 Aug; Pubs Social: Farndon, Tilston, Broxton & Tattenhall.
Minibus dep. Ship Vic: 6.30 pm, back in Chester for 11 pm.
Thu 15 Aug; Bridge End, Ruabon.
As well as Chester and its environs, this Branch covers an area
stretching from Parkgate on the Wirral to Tushingham in the South.
Branch Contacts: (phone numbers, are 01244– unless otherwise noted)
Chair: Brian Vardy
373298 chairman@chestercamra.co.uk
Socials: John Bowyer
680865 socials@chestercamra.co.uk
Secretary: Keith Porter
secretary@chestercamra.co.uk
Membership: Craig Papworth 313182 membership@chestercamra.co.uk
Web editor: John Silloth
webmaster@chestercamra.co.uk

THE ENTHUSIAST’S CHOICE
16 Handpumps
10 Regularly Changing Guest Cask Ales
Over 2000 Guest Beers per Year
plus Traditional Cider
Featured in the Good Beer Guide 1994-2008
13
Weekly Competition to win a week of Real Ale
Live Jazz Band on Mondays
MILTON STREET
CHESTER
CH1 3NF
TEL; 01244 350035
FAX; 01244 345635
www.millhotel.com

Bar Food
125 En-Suite Bedrooms
~ Restaurant Canaletto ~ Broad Beam Restaurant Cruise
~ Peppermill Restaurant
~ Health Club & Beauty Spa
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CHESTER NEWS
Chester Racecourse have opened their own pub in the middle of the Roodee set in the
paddock enclosure. Called the White Horse, it is marketed as modern, family friendly and
gastro. We were surprised to see real ale was on offer albeit on an unmarked hand pump
hidden away from all the lager fonts behind a vase of flowers. Apparently it's a 4.4% ale
contract brewed by Llangollen called Golden Fire. Hopefully it won’t end going the same way
as the short-lived hand pumps at the nearby Abode Hotel.
The branch has felt the impact of the Fat Cat pub chain going into administration. Their bar
in Wrexham closed suddenly in February with the Chester set-up based on Lower Watergate
Street following suit in late April. Fortunately the owners of the Pollards Inn in Willaston
have quickly taken over the latter and re-brand it as the Linenhall. With luck a change in
owner will see an improvement on the beer range that previously seemed restricted to
Theakston’s Best and Courage Directors.
Good news from the Cross Keys on Lower Bridge Street. Not only is the pub now selling the
newest addition to the Joules range - Calcutta, an East India Pale ale - but it has also started
selling a guest beer. So far these have included the likes of Oakham Citra, Kelham Island
Pale Rider and Thornbridge Kipling. A sixth hand pump dispenses Westons traditional cider.
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And on it seemingly goes - the constant erosion of the country's famed pub culture. The
Flookersbrook (formerly the Ermine) in Hoole and the Highfield in Blacon are the latest
establishments to take their place in boarded up Britain. Neither pub latterly will have been of
interest to cask aficionados but it's nevertheless painful to see the metal screens going up.
There are rumours of new landlords being sought but, equally, there's talk of Tesco-ification
which seems especially plausible in a sizeable place like Blacon, and also bearing in mind
Tesco's conversion of a similar estate pub - the Sutton Way - in Great Sutton.
It seems incredible that Blacon with around 14,000 inhabitants could be restricted to just the
Waggon & Horses and St Theresa's Club when it comes to social drinking.
At least the Dee Miller in Newton has re-opened with Theakston’s on hand pump.

My Favourite Beer Garden
In the hope that the jetstream will behave and we’ll see a bit more sun this summer,
five CAMRA members single out their preferred pub outdoor spaces for a spot of lazy,
seasonal, alfresco supping.

Willey Moor Lock Tavern
Like most people, I’m drawn to waterside pubs on a hot summer’s day and, for me,
none’s better than the Willey Moor Lock Tavern. I love to be sat outside this free house,
with a hoppy golden ale in hand, catching the rays and watching the hectic canal life pass
by as narrow boats miraculously rise and fall in front of my posy reflective yellow cycling
sunglasses.
It’s also a good place to watch for wildlife. Not often you see a hobby hawking dragonflies
while drinking Oakham Citra.
Barry Butler

Chester Fields, Bridge Trafford
This has to be one of my favourite beer gardens. It has extensive views along the
River Gowy taking in Plemstall church and Little Barrow and overlooks the wildlife-rich
habitat of Grange Farm. Rare redpoll beef graze in grassland near to nesting lapwings, and
there is always the chance of a kingfisher and even an otter along the Gowy these days.
Throw in nice comfortable outside seating and local ales from the bar and you can’t go wrong.
Andy Milner

Pheasant Inn, Higher Burwardsley
One of the finest circular walks along the
Sandstone Trail starts from the Pheasant
Inn at Higher Burwardsley taking in
Bulkeley Hill and Raw Head which at
227 metres is the highest point along the
entire path. After your exertions you can
relax on the marvellous terrace at the
front of the pub and from your lofty
vantage point admire the South Cheshire
plain with its patchwork of fields and
hedgerows. In the distance lie the
Clwydian Hills and on a clear day you
can pick out various landmarks such as the massive bulk of Liverpool's Anglican cathedral.
Beers on offer are usually three from the local Weetwood brewery plus a changing guest ale.
Craig Papworth

Grosvenor Arms, Aldford
Desmond Morris would have liked the Grosvenor. There are few better places to my mind to
indulge in a spot of people watching. Sat supping in the rear terrace amidst all the chunky
garden furniture and hanging baskets, it’s all very relaxing observing how folk are dressed,
talking and behaving. Some nice sights too if you get my drift.
Ricky Greenough

Queens Head, Sarn
Easy. The rear sunken patio at the back of the Queen’s with a Timmy Taylor’s Golden Best
to quench the thirst. The gurgling sound of the Wych Brook and the buzz of bees visiting
the pretty little garden adds to the peace and serenity and helps me forget we live in a world
obsessed with celebrity, consumerism, money and greed ... amongst other things.
M. Graham
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West Cheshire Rural News
The Golden Lion at Ashton Hayes is closed once again to the consternation and dismay
of the local inhabitants. We’re not sure what’s going on. Has someone got designs on
converting it and its car park into housing? At least the parish council are onto the case
who are attempting to nominate the premises as a community asset under the Localism Act,
Right to Bid. Work has also been done to identify those interested in being involved in
a community initiative should the opportunity arise.
The controversial demolition of the Farmer’s Arms in Huxley
featured on BBC Two’s “The Planners” series. In it we
discovered that the Cheshire West & Chester conservation
officer’s recommendation of refusal to demolish was ignored
as a result of a wish to promote sustainable growth due to
plans for a new “olde-worlde” pub to be built afresh on-site
and part re-cycled from the ruins. Villagers are promised a
pub of which they’ll feel proud.
Perhaps the foul winter weather has hampered its
reconstruction, as progress seems very slow. It looked no
more than a pile of facing bricks when we last looked.
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One pub that there’s no chance of re-opening is the
Beeston Castle near the old cattle market at Tiverton.
Residents and parish councillors had protested about
proposals for new housing on the site arguing the pub was a
‘magnificent example’ of a 19th century building and should
The Farmer’s Arms; gone but not forgotten
be converted rather than knocked down. Council planning
officers recommended the application should be refused too due to a lack of accessible
local services. All to no avail alas as the apparent need for new homes prevailed and the
borough’s planning committee agreed to demolition. This then happened with indecent
haste. Disgrace.
>>>

City Road, Chester
(just up from the train station!)

5 draught Belgian & German ales
Over 30 European and American bottled beers and ales
10% off Cask Ale For CAMRA members Sunday to Thursday
Live music Friday and Saturday
Opening times: Mon-fri 4-late, Sat Noon-2:30 am, Sun noon-midnight
Free bacon butties all day on Sundays!
For more info visit www.thecellarchester.co.uk

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

>>>
Back in 2011, under landlord Jon Cox, the Bull at Shocklach won high praise not
only for its food and drink but also for community events such as monthly farmer’s markets.
Since Jon upped sticks that summer and headed to the Yew Tree at Spurstow, its standing
has taken a bit of a knock after a succession of closures and temporary managers. Perhaps
now the Bull is to undergo an up turn in fortune. Since late May new young licensees from
Tarporley have been in situ and they are determined to restore the pub’s ailing reputation
in all aspects of the trade. Next time you’re in the area, why not call in and see how they’re
getting on? We’ll keep you updated.
The Farmers Arms at the top end of Kelsall has re-opened after a sensitive and welcome
refurbishment. In spite of one or two minor structural alterations the pub still very much
remains in the ‘traditional pub’ genre retaining its community-less-gastro atmosphere.
Following an unsettling spell of closures, Punch Taverns have shown commitment to the
Farmers and now have an experienced landlord (Peter, eight years behind the pumps at the
Cherry Orchard in Boughton) in charge. Weetwood ales are still served; hence its LocAle
recognition. We recommend a visit especially after a walk on the Sandstone Trail or around
the near by Primrosehill Wood.
Still in Kelsall, down the hill are two pubs which, by contrast and understandably so, place a
greater emphasis on appealing to gastronomes. This is especially so at the Royal Oak
though it usually serves Weetwood plus a national ale. The Lord Binning (formerly the
Morris Dancer) comes in two chunks these days. The blue slate grey half to the rear hosts
fine dining while there's a less formal, traditional bar with TV sport in the white front section.
Here three ales typically feature. On a recent excursion these were Titanic Anchor,
Moorhouse Blonde Witch and a house brew “Lord's Usuale” which was a splendid drop of
Tatton Bitter in disguise.
Over in Christleton, and long overdue a mention, the Ring o’Bells has had a very
impressive new glasshouse dining area extension built to the rear. This opened late last
year when there was also a revamp to the rest of the pub. SIBA and Cask Marque approved
it sells local ales with Spitting Feathers, Weetwood, Sandstone, Tatton and Cheshire
Brewhouse all featuring.
Let’s not forget the Plough which lies well out of the village on the way to the old Roman
bridges at Hockenhull Platts. Great this pub still survives as it could see easily catch the
beady eye of the property developer. Reflective of pub group ownership, beers tend to be
from the old S&N stable i.e. Theakstons, Deuchars IPA etc.

English Pub of the Year 2013
Congratulations to all at the
Brewery Tap in Chester which has
been declared the local CAMRA
Pub of the Year from amongst our
patch of West Cheshire hostelries.
The accolade will come as nothing
new to the Spitting Feathers owned
pub which also scooped the honours
both last year (jointly with Telford's
Warehouse) and in 2010.
Runner up by the narrowest of
margins was the White Lion in
Childer Thornton. This popular
Thwaites tied-house, in contrast to
the Tap's former Jacobean dining
hall, is an intimate three-roomed gem
especially popular amongst the local community.
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Childer Thornton / Hooton Round-Up
A hard pedal with a backpack full of heavy Out Inn Cheshire magazines was well rewarded
with some top real ales in the Hooton and Childer Thornton areas.
First stop was Chimneys at the A41 traffic lights in Hooton. Predominantly given over to
the many Sunday lunchers, there was still room at the bar to stand and sample the beers.
As well as the Thwaites ales there was a very good guest in the form of Titanic Cappuccino
stout. An early heads up was given about their planned beer festival here in July. Keep an
eye out on the branch diary or check Chimneys’ website for details nearer the time.
A little further down opposite the train station is the Hooton. Not the most exciting range of
beers on this visit but three good well-kept ales in Black Sheep, Doombar and Deuchars IPA.
Well worth diverting into if you fancy a break from Merseyrail in between trains.
Into Childer Thornton next and the Halfway House on the main A41. This is a Marston’s
house and was busy with chatter from the many locals enjoying the beers. The Burton Bitter
was complemented by two guest ales – the tasty single hopped Pacific Gem and a very
drinkable Jennings Lakeland Stunner. Very reasonably priced too.
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Last stop just down the road is our recent runner-up
for the branch pub of the year for 2013 – the
White Lion. This charming Thwaites house had the
usual Thwaites beers on along with a couple of
guests/seasonals. The Thwaites Thirteen Guns
was superbly hoppy but a bit strong at 5.5%
when on the bike; more quaffable was the Elgood’s
Golden Newt at 4.1%.
Four real ale pubs in a small area, with different
characters and all very good. Beer of the trip was
the Thwaites and a swift last half had to be had
before setting off for home.
(Mr W)

Ellesmere Port, Ince & Elton
Mixed news from the Port is that the formerHigsons Sir Robert re-opened in May under
new management. The hand pump was
unbadged suggesting it remains keg.
This pub needs some serious renovation to
succeed and selling cask would help.

Family-run
Award-winning
Free House
on Halkyn Mountain
Walkers, Riders & Cyclists welcome

The Grace Arms in Stanney Lane has
undergone a £200,000 makeover. A John
Barras franchise pub it now has new décor
and furniture, a refurbished bar with live
sports and … two cask ales !

Locally-sourced Home-made &
Traditional Meals
We’ve had hundreds of
regularly changing Cask Ales,
Ciders and Perries
and keep our own
locally brewed
Blue Bell Bitter & Dark Blue (Porter)

Over at Ince the Duke of Wellington has
Wells Bombardier on cask. It’s a simple two
room affair of lounge and splendid tile-floored
public bar / games room with bench seating.

Rhosesmor Road, Halkyn, CH8 8DL

www.bluebell.uk.eu.org
Tel 01352 780309
Cider Pub of the Year 2010
CAMRA Regional Award
Winners 2007/2008

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

The Wheelwright Arms in Elton is another
excellent, all-too-rare, village local with two
well-kept changing real ales (examples being
Coach House Leprechuan & Brains Reverend
James). Low beamed, it has four rooms,
leather bench seating, darts and TV sports.

East of Chester Country Pubs
On a pleasant sunny spring evening we set off to explore some country pubs to the east of
Chester. First stop was the appropriately named Chester Fields at Bridge Trafford, formerly
the Barn. After choosng from two Weetwood ales, Cheshire Cat or Eastgate Ale, we headed
for the garden to take in the views over the Cheshire fields and enjoy some sunshine at last;
it had been a long, dark winter! The pub was busy with diners and food menus looked very
appetising. I must return to eat, especially as my Eastgate Ale was the best I’ve ever tasted.
Just across the road is the Nag’s Head and further along the boarded up Shropshire Arms.
Sadly one suspects there isn’t enough trade to support all three pubs in these hard times.
Back on the bus to Tarvin for a more leisurely stop to explore the three real ale outlets.
The group divided among the various hostelries and I tried Marston’s Pedigree in the
George & Dragon, which also served Jennings, Banks and Hobgoblin beers. Next door at
the Gunnery bistro it was more Weetwood beers so I had Cheshire Cat which was good.
The news from the Red Lion was of hand pumped Thwaites Original and Cheshire Cat.
Next stop was the Fishpool Inn at Delamere which has recently re-opened after an expensive refurbishment by the Nelson Hotels group who also own the Grosvenor at Pulford and
the Pheasant at Higher Burwardsley. Cavernous it has an imposing entrance door and
hallway, complete with stuffed stag heads (I think) and most floor space given over to dining.
Although very busy we were served quickly from a choice of Weetwood beers, Coach House
Gunpowder Mild, Deuchars IPA and Beartown Polar Eclipse. I enjoyed a pint of Weetwood
Ambush whilst ambling around the large bar area and conservatory and admiring the beams,
tiled and oak floors and fireplace.
Our final pub of the evening was the Bird-in-Hand at Guilden Sutton. This is a good local
pub in the heart of the village but has suffered a series of closures recently so we thought
we’d support the new landlord (Lance - ex Olde Custom House) and try his beers. A change
from Weetwood this time with a choice from Sharp’s Doombar, Robinsons Dizzy Blonde and
Black Sheep. Doombar went down well and the pub had quite a few customers in; so good
to see it open again. Back to Chester to contemplate our evening and for me the best pint
was the Eastgate at Chester Fields.
John Bowyer

TRAFFORD & HULME
CAMRA DIARY
We cover the Borough of Trafford - that's places like Altrincham, Sale, Stretford and Urmston
plus Hulme (west of Princess Road), a large chunk of Manchester City Centre
and some bits of north east Cheshire.
All members, old and new are warmly welcomed. See www.thcamra.org.uk

Sat 6 Apr;

Branch trip to Bolton Festival. A trip to support Bolton Beer Festival.
Details to follow, see website

chair@thcamra.org.uk (bevalitabev@yahoo.co.uk)
Branch Contact – John Ison 0161 962 7976. Or E-mail Jon Gobbett at membership@thcamra.org.uk

Pub of The Year 2013 - Costello’s
Costello's Bar, Goose Green, Altrincham; the Dunham Massey brewery
tap, is Trafford & Hulme CAMRA Pub of The Year for 2013.
The award was presented in May before a packed and appreciative
crowd. A generous buffet was provided and the cask beers were on
tip-top form. I have to say that the East India Pale Ale and the Milk Stout
were particularly good.
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LISTINGS; LIVE MUSIC
Free listing;
details!
have your
us
t
le
just
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Music Room

See
www.outinnc
heshire.co.uk

Acton, Nantwich Star
01270 627296
ad hoc folk music, Thursday evening.
Alsager
Mere
01270 882019
Live music every Tuesday in term time.
Altrincham Old Market Tavern 0161 927 7062
Rock music Saturday & Sunday evenings.
Audlem
Bridge
01270 812928
Acoustic folk music every Monday 8:30 pm
Bollington Dog & Partridge
01625 573596
Folk Club Fridays 8:30 - £2 unless guest is on
Broken Cross Ridgegate
01625 439932
Irish and Folk with Sully every Friday, 8.30 pm
Chester
Bridge Inn
01244 316299
Live music every Saturday
Chester
Cellar Bar
01244 318950
Live music Friday & Saturday evenings
Chester
Marlborough
01244 323543
Live music Friday & Saturday evenings
Chester
Telford’s Warehouse 01244 390090
Live music most evenings
Congleton Beartown Tap
01260 270990
Acoustic night, second Wednesday of the month
Congleton Waggon & Horses 01260 271680
Live music every second Saturday
Congleton
Young Pretender 01260 273277
Live Music every Thursday
Crewe
Brunswick
01270 849458
Live music every Friday and Saturday
Brunswick Band every Sunday, guest musicians & singers welcome
Gawsworth Harrington Arms
01260 223325
Folk Session, Friday Evening
Halkyn
Blue Bell
01352 780309
Old time sing-a-long every Friday evening.
traditional Folk Monthly, every 2nd Thurs
Handbridge Carlton
01244 671070
Live acoustic Jam session second Friday
Knutsford
Cross Keys
01565 750404
Trad Music session, 1st Weds of month, 9 pm
Knutsford
Lord Eldon
01565 652261
Thurs; open mike night, Saturday; live bands
Lach Dennis Duke of Portland 01606 46264
Saturday 7.30 starting soon; call for details
Lostock Gralam Nectars Bar 01606 333723
Jam Weds, Vinyl/Live Music Sat. Ring for info
Lostock Gralam Slow & Easy 01606 215586
Saturday nights; call for details
Lower Walton Stag
01925 261680
Jazz on Thursdays, 9 pm.
Macclesfield Macc
01625 423704
Tuesday acoustic night
Macclesfield Millstone
01625 606637
Saturday
Macclesfield Railway View
01625 423657
Tuesday evgs, alternating Jam and Open Mic.
Macclesfield Wharf
01625 261879
Most Friday evgs,plus last Sunday of the month
Marston
Salt Barge
01606 43064
Friday 8.30
Middlewich Big Lock
01606 833489
Folk, first Sunday of the month, 8 pm.
Middlewich Boar’s Head
01606 833191
Saturdays, (Folk Jam 2nd Sat of the month)
‘Open Mic’ night, third Wed of the month
Mobberley Bull’s Head
01565 873134
Smooth Jazz every other Sunday
Nantwich
Black Lion
01270 628711
Live music Fri and Sat, ad hoc Tues & Thurs
Nantwich
Railway Hotel
01270 623482
Live music Friday and Saturday
Northwich
Bowling Green
01606 42333
Live bands Saturday evenings
Northwich
Kingfisher
01606 354720
Occasional live music; call for details
Northwich
Quayside
01606 333618
‘Open Mic’ Thursday 7 pm
Poynton
Royal British Legion 01625 873120
R&B 2nd Thurs, Jazz, 3rd Thurs of the month
Sandbach
The Fox at Elworth 01270 760219
Live music every Saturday 9 pm
Sandbach
Market Tavern
01270 762099
Live bands every Saturday evening
Smallwood Bluebell
01477 500262
Folk Music, last Monday of the month, 8.30
Styal
Ship Inn
01625 523818
Irish/folk every Saturday evening
Swettenham Swettenham Arms 01477 571284
Live music most Wednesdays
Willaston
Nag’s Head
01270 650176
Live Bands on Friday and Saturdays
Wilmslow
Conservative Club 01625 528336
Live Jazz every Monday
Wilmslow
King William
01625 524022
Last Saturday of each month
Winsford
Red Lion
01606 552285
Live music on Friday & Saturday nights
Wybunbury Swan
01270 841280
Live music on Fridays and Saturdays
Surely there must be more live music than this?
Bands, fans and licensees are encouraged to tell us about new entries for this listing.
It is replicated on the web-site too, at www.outinncheshire.co.uk
This information is only as accurate as what we have been told! Please help us keep it updated.
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editor@outinncheshire.co.uk
Website:
www.outinncheshire.co.uk
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Campaign
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CAMRA
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YOUR RIGHTS
You should receive a
full pint, not 90% - don’t
hesitate to ask for a top up.
If you suffer a poor
customer experience, let
the staff know, politely.
If they won’t put things
right, then as appropriate
contact Trading Standards
or Environmental Health
(or call us.)

Advertise with us - let our readers be your customers!
Out Inn Cheshire welcomes new advertisers, no matter what your business.
Reach over 45,000 discerning readers!
We publish quarterly, with a print run of 13,000
ADVERTISING RATES
being distributed free to over 400 pubs, off-licences
Colour Black & White
and other outlets across the county.
Small
£75
£50
We are happy to design your ad for you!
Medium
£150
£90
Full page £300
£180

New advertisers are always welcome.

Out Inn Cheshire is a not-for-profit publication of
the Campaign for Real Ale; itself a not-for-profit
Consumer Group. Printing costs are funded entirely
by advertising income. We accept advertising from
just about anybody, so long as it does not offend
our campaigning or other sensibilities!

advertising@outinncheshire.co.uk
Substantial discounts for regular slots
Next Issue;
Copy Deadline; 31 July
Publishing Date; 1 September (approx)
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