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Trips;
Paul Miller 07837 749614
Tue 15 Oct; Branch Meeting; Eight Towers, Widnes paul.miller@thermo.com
to be confirmed
Branch info; David Gray 01925 727787
david.grey11@btinternet.com
Tue 10 Dec; Branch Meeting; Runcorn
venue to be advised
A word on Apples & good local service!
Halton is not an area you would usually associate with quality real cider and as an advocate
for this most satisfying of drinks, I think that there are very few good outlets without travelling
to neighbouring areas such as Warrington. I was therefore overjoyed to learn that
Wetherspoons were to hold a Cider Festival from Wednesday 10 July to Sunday 28 July.
With great trepidation I visited the Ferry Boat in Runcorn early in this period and was very
pleased to find 5 ciders on draught including the excellent Orchard Pig Philosopher from
deepest Somerset.
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The accompanying festival brochure listed no less than 16 ciders that Wetherspoons could
order in to their pubs. Inspecting the list, I found one of my favourite ciders was available –
Sheppys Somerset Draught. Feeling this too good an opportunity to miss, I spoke to the
manager who explained that they placed their orders weekly and would order this one for me
and have it in by the middle of next week.
The next week came, and I made my way to the Ferry Boat Somerset Draught was on and
in the very best form! A word of thanks to Sheppys for making such excellent cider and to
the local manager for being a credit to Wetherspoons. The moral is it pays to ask!
It is worth noting that the Premier (Wetherspoons) in Widnes also marked this festival, and
that the Four Topped Oak in Widnes also recently held a cider festival. Perhaps a corner
has been turned?

Lymm Beer Festival
Very shortly after publication of
this issue, Lymm Charity Beer
Festival was due to take place
on 6 and 7 September in Lymm
Village Hall featuring around
25 real ales.
Live music, hot food and free
soft drinks for non-drinkers
were promised. The entry fee
at £5 (£3 Saturday afternoon
and discounts for CAMRA
members) includes a pint glass,
and hours of opening are
6 to 11 on the Friday and
noon to 11 on the Saturday.
If you pick up this magazine in time, get
yourself down to Lymm.
For more information visit
www.lymmbeerfest.co.uk, or find it on
Facebook or Twitter.

Dutton Cheshire WA4 4JY
The place to meet
CAMRA 2013 GBG & LocAle accredited
serving a wide range of real ale;
see the website for what’s available.
Traditional pub food cooked to order
12-9 Mon – Sat & Sun carvery 12-7
booking advised.
Function room available

Halton Community Pub 2012
Tuesdays Charity Quiz & Bingo at 9
Tel: 01928 718181
Web: www.tunneltop.co.uk
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HIGH PEAK
HP& NE Cheshire CAMRA covers Poynton, Disley and Kettleshume in NE Cheshire,
plus Hayfield and Glossop in Derbyshire and Droylsden, Mossley, Hyde,
Ashton, and Stalybridge in Greater Manchester.
The Branch website is at : www.hpneccamra.org.uk
Contact; Lawrence Bamber on 01625 876469, lolbamber@aol.com
or Tom Lord, jenni.lord@tiscali.co.uk
Future Meeting Dates (all start at 8.30 pm, unless otherwise stated):
Mon 9 Sept:
Branch Meeting; Hare & Hounds, Otterspool, Marple
Thur 19 Sept;
Stalybridge presentation Pair;
8 pm, White House, Cider Pub of the Year followed by
9 pm, Station Buffet,Pub of the Year

POYNTON NEWS
As reported in the Cheshire Breweries section, the Red Rock/ Cask Tavern on Park Lane in
Poynton has been bought by the Bollington Brewery Co. This is an excellent addition to
Poynton's Real Ale Scene

40 Years Not Out!
32

In July Ken Bromley completed 40 continuous years as licensee of the Bull's Head, London
Road North, Poynton. Ken, Barbara and daughter Sally Anne have recently acquired the pub
from Punch Taverns, and as it is now free of tie, are more able to support LocAle, with beers
from Storm, Wincle and Mobberley making frequent appearances.

Real Ale Gain
The Vernon Arms, on London Road South, out of Poynton on the way to Macc is part of the
M&B Sizzler chain and now has 3 hand pumps, 2 of which were dispensing on form Greene
King IPA at the time of our visit. The pub is predominantly an eatery, but it does have
drinking areas both inside and out. It is open 12 to 11 pm daily.

Worth Brewery Update
Despite his recent stroke, Head Brewer Paul Hession goes from strength to strength with
five new brews:
Coal Porter: 5.6% abv: a rich dark porter, to which real port is added;
West Gate: 4.6%: a dark ruby bitter;
Blue Steel, 4.9%: named after the missile used by the Vulcan bomber; a sweet strong pale
ale, hopped with Nelson Sauvignon and Galaxy;
Bailey's Gold: 4.9%: named after two Baileys: the Bailey Room at Poynton RBL plus local
girl Sarah Storey nee Bailey of Paralympic Gold Medal fame and ; a well hopped golden ale;
Sovereign: 4.2%: a green hopped beer, initially with Challenger and Bramling Cross, and
green finished with Sovereign Green hops ; a very well hopped summer session ale.

TRAFFORD & HULME
We cover the Borough of Trafford - that's places like Altrincham, Sale, Stretford and Urmston
plus Hulme (west of Princess Road), a large chunk of Manchester City Centre
and some bits of north east Cheshire.
All members, old and new are warmly welcomed. See www.thcamra.org.uk

chair@thcamra.org.uk (bevalitabev@yahoo.co.uk)
Branch Contact – John Ison 0161 962 7976. Or E-mail Jon Gobbett at membership@thcamra.org.uk

SOUTH CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY
Thur 19 Sep; Branch Meeting, Bleeding Wolf, Congleton Rd, Scholar Green [A34]; 8 pm
Sat 26 Oct; White Bear, Middlewich; 12 noon.
[Followed by visit to Middlewich Beer Festival at Royal British Legion Club]
Wed 6 Nov; Red Lion, Winsford; 8 pm
Sat 7 Dec; Old Hall, Sandbach, followed by Xmas meal/ social; 7 pm
A mostly rural area, but including the towns
of Crewe, Middlewich, Nantwich, Sandbach,
Alsager and Winsford.
Branch Contacts:
Mark Jeffries 07741 036339
markgill@globalnet.co.uk
Derek Davey 01270 761039
d.davey45@btinternet.com
Ian Bray
01270 252045
styrian@gmx.co.uk
Paul Hext
0784 6657833 (m)
h3xtyp@hotmail.co.uk

Every Monday evening in Crewe;
CAMRA / SPBW social,
7.30 pm in the Borough Arms
(3 beers at £1.50)
then 9.30 pm in HOPS (all beers £2 a pint).
All our events are open to
any CAMRA member,
anyone who likes beer or pubs,
and anyone who is just curious
to see what is going on!
See the website for details
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PEOPLE WITH TASTE
ARE DRINKING
REAL ALE

The Lower Chequer Inn

,

Crown Square, Sandbach, CW11 1FW
South Cheshire CAMRA Publicans of the year 2009
Six ever changing real ales
from Cheshire and other small independent brewers
Mon-Thur 6 pm-11 pm
Friday 4.30-11 pm
Sat 12 noon-11 pm
Sun 12 noon-10-30 pm

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

2012 Good Beer Guide
Large patio area
overlooking ancient Saxon Crosses
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and cobbled Town Square
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Two local Bottle Conditioned Ales
For this edition we have a tasting of contrasting real
ales in bottle from two South Cheshire breweries: a
light beer from Crewe’s Offbeat Brewery and a
stout from the Cheshire Brewhouse of Congleton.
There are normally a selection of 3 or 4 beers from
Michelle Kelsall’s Offbeat at the Beer Emporium,
the specialist bottled beer shop in Sandbach who
kindly supplied these beers. Kooky Gold is
normally one of them, a golden 4.1% abv (alcohol
by volume) session ale. On pouring it was golden
yellow, perfect for a summer’s day. The aroma was yeasty, with some hoppiness, but not
overpowering. First impressions of the taste were of a quite fruity beer; not too bitter but by
no means sweet and with some hoppiness. It was not too carbonated (i.e. fizzy) on the
tongue, and had a ‘soft’ feel to it. The bitterness came through in the aftertaste, with some
fruit flavours too. It was certainly easy-drinking as the label states and a good beer for sitting
out in the sun with.
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Moving towards Autumn it is fitting that our second beer is a dark one: Lindow Stout from
Cheshire Brewhouse. This is named after the lake in the centre of Lindow Common in
Wilmslow, derived from the Welsh for black lake, hence the Cheshire stout. Weighing in at
4.5% abv, and a permanent presence on the Beer Emporium shelves, it was a very dark
beer with a cream coloured head when poured. The aroma was of liquorice predominantly
with some maltiness, and it was well carbonated on the tongue. There was not such a
pronounced liquorice flavour in the taste, but more in the aftertaste, with some coffee and
complex malt flavours present also. Not particularly bitter, it had some smokiness. It was not
heavy or thick as some stouts are, but quite light and very drinkable, without the medicinal
flavours which can put off those unused to stouts. The label states that you may either leave
the sediment behind on pouring, or swirl the bottle and add it, which no doubt enhances the
flavours present.
>>>

The

Globe Inn
Audlem Road
Nantwich
01270 623 374

Woodlands Brewery Tap
10 Real Ales from the award winning brewery, Stapeley
Open 12 pm - 11 pm all day, every day
Food served all day,
Monday-Saturday 12 pm-9 pm, Sunday 12 pm-8 pm
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Regularly changing menu featuring home made dishes
using fresh local produce
10 minutes walk from Nantwich Railway Station
New beer garden now open

The Rising Sun
Station Road, Scholar Green, Cheshire ST7 3JT

Wade and Colleen offer you
a friendly welcome
as well as Good Food and
5 Real Ales (two rotating Guest Ales)
Open;
Monday-Thursday
Friday
Saturday Sunday

;
pub
ide come!
s
l
l
a
Can ters we
boa

12 - 3 and 5 - 11.30
Open All Day From 9.30 am-Midnight
Open All Day From 12 noon-Midnight

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Home-cooked locally sourced food available:
Afternoons:
Monday - Saturday 12 - 2.30, Sunday All Day 12 noon - 8
Evenings:
Monday - Friday 6 - 9, Saturday 5.30 - 9.30
Breakfast available: Friday 9.30 am - 12 noon

10% OFF Food Voucher

01782776235

www.risingsuncheshire.co.uk

Not to be used with any other offer;
e. g. 2 for £10, Sunday Lunch
or Steak Night

>>>
All in all, our two local brewers have produced two eminently quaffable beers, well worth
trying out.
Our thanks go to the Beer Emporium, Welles Street, Sandbach for supplying the beers, and
to SH and PH for assisting in the tasting.
DD

3
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Round Crewe
The Mere, Crewe Road,
Alsager (pictured) re-opened
in June after a extensive and
lengthy refurbishment and refit.
This is the second Joule's pub
in the South Cheshire CAMRA
area, the other being the
Leopard in Nantwich.
The result is impressive with
extensive use of bare wood
and panelling in the interiors.
Quiet little alcoves and rooms
reflect the pubs Victorian
origins.
Three Joule's cask beers,
Blonde, Pale and Slumbering Monk are regular along with one seasonal brew. The Mere is
open 12-11 every day (except Sunday 12-10.30). One of the best refurbishments that this
writer has seen.
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The Nag’s Head on Market Street in Crewe now has three hand pumps on the bar due to
increased demand from the local drinkers. On a recent visit there was Mole's 'Saint Elmo's
Fire' plus two other guests, Wainwright and Hobgoblin available. Merlin Brewery beers have
also guested recently. Live music continues to be very popular on Wednesday/Friday nights
as does Thursday's Steak Night and the traditional roast served Sunday afternoons.
HOPS on Prince Albert Street, Crewe, as well as an excellent range of four ever changing
beers plus the house-beer 'Enigma' from Townhouse brewery, sells real perry and two real
ciders on a regular basis.

5 Real Ales on offer
2 open log fires & and cosy dining room
WE ARE NOW A STEAKHOUSE.
Locally sourced amazing selection of steaks on offer at incredible prices.
Please view our website for details

New BISHOP'S TABLE dining room and menu
Cash prize game every Friday at 8
Recently awarded the Cask Marque
Beautiful countryside and canal walks from the pub
Dogs welcome

Monday closed
Tues- Thurs 5-10
Fri 5-11 (food 6-9)
Sat 12-11 (food 12-3 & 6-9)
Sun 12-10 (food 12-3)

Telephone;
01270 625067
Web-site
www.thestarinnacton.co.uk

The Star Inn
Chester Road
Acton
Nr Nantwich CW5 8LD
Mon-Fri; 5-11 Sat-Sun: 12-11
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Beer Dock
At 159 Nantwich Road, Crewe [between
Westminster Street and Brooklyn Street]
Beer Dock recently opened as a new and
unique retail concept in Crewe, combining
the essence of a Bottled Beer Boutique
with a micro pub.
The shop boasts over 200 different beers
for customers to take away or, alternatively,
have a seat in the shop and drink your
beer at a leisurely pace.
Samuel McGarrigle, the manager, has a
passion for Real Ale shown by the range
of beers stocked. The majority are bottle conditioned and local Cheshire breweries are well
represented. Though the focus is on locally produced beers or LocAle, it doesn't stop there.
Twelve Countries are represented so there's something here for every beer drinker. The
shop also sells cases of beers online, ranging from an International mixed case to a local
Cheshire mixed case, with delivery included for those living further afield.
The shop's quiet interior lends itself to appreciative beer drinking. No music, just the simple
art of conversation (usually about beer) fills the room. Drinking in the shop, you are
surrounded by shelves showcasing some of the finest hand crafted beers from around the
UK (and abroad). Our photograph shows Sam reaching for a bottle of Black Knight, to serve
a customer. Though only in it's early days as a shop, it is a contemporary setting, offering
something different to all beer drinkers in and around Crewe, for the better. Well worth a
detour!
The Shop is open 12pm - 8pm Monday - Saturday, 12pm - 5pm Sunday. (01270 747170).
For more information visit www.beerdock.co.uk
IB
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Presentations in South Cheshire
Summer Pub of 2013 was awarded to the Cotton Arms, Wrenbury,
and the certificate was presented to landlords Joe and Julie on a boiling
hot summer’s day. Fittingly, the public bar was packed as Andy Murray
was mounting his successful challenge for the Wimbledon title, and the
four beers were drunk in celebration, Purple Moose being our favourite
on the day.
The South Cheshire CAMRA Pub of the Year was deservedly
chosen to be the Borough Arms, Crewe, and the presentation
took place earlier in the summer. Landlord John Webster has
ensured a steady flow of excellent cask ales from far and wide
(and from local breweries too) for a number of years. These are
supplemented by beers from the pub’s own brewery downstairs,
giving Crewe’s real ale scene a much needed shot in the arm.
Pictured is John taking a well earned break in the beer garden at
the Borough.
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A more unusual presentation was also made in July (in fact,
unique for CAMRA South Cheshire) when Simon George,
erstwhile landlord of that fine
institution, the Bhurtpore Inn at Aston, near Nantwich was
awarded a certificate for the pub's entry in CAMRA’s the
Good Beer Guide for twenty (yes, twenty!) consecutive years.
The presentation was made during yet another successful
Summer Beer Festival. This is a magnificent achievement by
anyone’s standards, and many congratulations are due to
Simon and Nicky for the hard work they have done down
the years to make the Bhurtpore the outstanding beacon
for real ales and excellent food that it is today.
>>>

The Bhurtpore Inn
Aston, Nantwich, Cheshire
South Cheshire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010
CAMRA Regional Pub of the Year 2006
Featuring many REAL ALES
from Britain’s small independent brewers
plus REAL CIDER & PERRY and
150 Bottled Belgian, German & British Beers

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE
20 years in the
Good Beer Guide!

Pub Opening Times
Monday- Thursday: 12 noon-2.30
& 6.30-11 pm
Friday - Saturday: 12 noon –12 pm
Sunday: 12 noon-10.30 pm

12 minutes walk from Wrenbury Station

01270 780917
www.bhurtpore.co.uk

>>> As we went to press in the last edition, we couldn’t
squeeze in mention of all of our Community Pubs of the Year.
We did mention the Hop Pole, Crewe, our Town Community
Pub, and our other winners included the Rising Sun, Scholar
Green (our Rural Community Pub).
The Lord Combermere, Audlem
is our Village Community Pub.
Allan and Jo are shown with the
Award and South Cheshire
CAMRA Chairman, Derek Davey.
The football team which the pub
supports also turned out in force for the award.

Sandbach Area News
A recent visit to the Cricketers on Crewe Road showed how the pub is supporting local
brewers, with a permanent Tatton beer on, plus Cheshire Brewhouse’s Cheshire Gap, and
Weetwood Old Dog joined by a Cottage beer. Happy Daze Cider was also on another pump,
and is an occasional visitor. Beartown has also been included as one of the five beers on
offer, and the pub has a sign outside proclaiming ‘Cask Ales’. You can’t miss it!
Nearby the Limes has a third beer now on, the rare McMullen’s AK accompanied by
Bombardier and Courage Directors when we nipped in.
At the Lower Chequer, Jim and Liz have been using their outdoor marquee to the full this
summer by holding a beer festival at the end of each month. May saw beers from
Northern/Blakemere Brewing, Atomic and Ossett featured, and in June, Northern were again
in evidence with beers from Harwich Town. Their Imperial Palace Theatre was a particular
favourite of ours. The next Beer Festivals here will be September 26 to 29.
The Beer Emporium continues to do healthy business, with owner Steve’s visits to the
Lakes providing plenty of unusual bottled beers. On the brewery front, Merlin Brewing
launched another seasonal beer called Elixir in July, this one a light ale with a pleasant
slightly burnt flavour, no doubt from the hops brewer David Peart has acquired for the brew.
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South Cheshire Minibus jaunt
Departing from HOPS in Crewe after a swift half, we collected a stray who had gone to the
Hop Pole in error. The first port of call was the Star at Acton, serving cask Pedigree, Tetley,
Hobgoblin and a decent pint from Worth. A nice country inn with low beams where one
member of our party thinking he was not too tall for them, promptly banged his head!
Back on the bus we next called in at the Jolly Tar, Barbridge; where a Pagan wedding was
in progress. An unusual looking pub, it seems smaller on the inside than it looks on the
outside. It is in the process of being repainted. On the bar were three beers from Lymestone
brewery; Stone Faced, Stone Cutter and Stone the Crows.
Our driver took the tricky tight turns over the canal with ease en-route to the Little Man at
Wettenhall. This boasts 5 real ales and we enjoyed a quick half.
Down the road to the Boot and Slipper, Wettenhall; a true country inn on the back roads at
the junction of Long Lane and Winsford Lane. This pub features a solid wood front door with
latch handles to enter. Real fires here but, the weather being kind to us, they were not
needed. Three beers on the bar; Doombar, Hobgoblin and Black Cat, the latter being very
nice. Some of our group ate here so we settled down for a second round.
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And so, down Long Lane to Robinson’s Tollemache Arms, Alpraham. Dizzy Blonde, Unicorn
and Uncle Sam’s, all in good form.
Just along the main road in Alpraham we called in on the Traveller’s Rest, a real gem of a
pub; just like going into a friend’s house. Three real ales, two from Weetwood plus Tetley,
all in great form.
We were doing well for time so we continued to the Dysart Arms down along Bunbury road.
This Brunning & Price establishment is in Lower Bunbury. Four real ales, two from Weetwood,
Original, and Flying Scotsman, again all in good from.
We moved into the village centre of Bunbury to call at the Nag’s Head. Four ales here; two
being the regulars Shroppie Gold and Postlethwaite. All were in great condition.
Our final port of call, the Yew Tree was on the other side of the village on the border with
Spurstow . Many beers here on the bar, all in tip top condition, a couple of regular ales but
mostly ever changing guests. A great job has been done with this pub.
It was soon time for home. Many thanks to our driver, Sian for driving and tolerating us!
All in all, it was a successful event. We got to enjoy many pubs a lot of us would not normally
see and I'm sure the publicans welcomed our custom and noticed that our branch of
CAMRA is active.
KC
The White Lion, Barthomley re-opened in July
having been closed due to fire damage since
early April. The new thatched roof certainly
catches the eye. One of the yew trees has had
to be trimmed to allow work on the roof. This has
allowed more light into the main bar area.
The interior
has been
carefully
spruced up
but it is still
thankfully not changed in atmosphere at all.
It is delightful to sit outside on a nice sunny day and
enjoy one of the six beers from the hand pumps.
Three from Jennings; Snecklifter, Cockerhoop and
Cumberland. Mansfield Cask, Marston's Bitter and
Bank's Sunbeam make up the other three beers.

