Drinking beer is cool
It’s a while since I wrote a piece for Out Inn Cheshire and
a lot has happened in Cheshire.
We still see more pubs closing than we’d all like but this is
being countered by bars & pubs opening or re-launching.
This concept of bar versus pub is worthy of a bit more
consideration.
It appears to be traditional pubs that are under threat and
the new venues are typically called bars but this isn’t a
black & white rule. Pubs (or public houses to give them
their full name) are definitely a British institution and the
word “Pub” isn’t found very often outside the UK.
Maybe those opening new bars are trying to distance
themselves them from doom & gloom in the pub sector
as the PubCo model continues to struggle.
Maybe they are trying to appeal to a more youthful market
and in many cases succeeding.
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It’s very encouraging to look around a bar or beer
festival to see a wide age range of both genders.
CAMRA recently carried out a survey of younger
members and one of the underlying themes is that
beer drinking is now seen as “cool”.

This is a great achievement and is due to everyone working together: CAMRA fighting for
real ale, the breweries taking up the baton to produce tasty high quality beers and the
licensees for creating exciting, interesting and appealing places to drink.
RN
CAMRA has launched WhatPub.com and you’ll see posters and beer
mats throughout the area. This is an initiative very close to my heart
so please use it. It works well on smartphones and is a great way to
submit beer scores while you are drinking the beer.
Beer scores form the heart of the Good Beer Guide selection (latest
edition in all good book stores) but we need more especially as we’ve
had our local allocation reduced by 25%.
If you spot anything out of date, please submit an update. If the entry
needs totally updating, email pubsofficer@eastcheshirecamra.org.uk
for a survey form.
RN

How and why CAMRA should attract new members
The branding on particular beers has a huge impact on who drinks it; I see this reflected in
my peers’ choice of ale. My local brewery Robinsons based in Stockport has just produced
best selling ale ‘Trooper’ endorsed by Iron Maiden, one of my personal favourites.
Elbow also brought out a brew ‘Build a Rocket Boys’ to appeal to the younger market.
Real ale has increasingly become more fashionable with the help of some clever marketing
and an increasing interest in drinking something often cheaper and more varied than other
bigger brand alternatives. This switch in habits is evident all over Manchester, particularly in
the Northern Quarter, where the age of drinkers has noticeably decreased to people under
30. The question is how do we recruit the new emerging group of youngsters?
There has never been a better time to
increase young members within CAMRA.
The target audience is already interested
in real ale and in turn supporting their local
pubs. In order to both engage and maintain
members, recruitment needs to be
strategically co-ordinated.
Having attended a vast array of local beer
festivals, recruitment needs to be targeted
at the younger based festivals, such as
Didsbury where many students and young
professionals reside and Chorlton, with a
similar demographic. Potential members
need to be educated about the importance
of pubs and a reduction in binge drinking.
It would be beneficial to increase discounts
at beer festivals to increase membership.
Alongside this, bringing a non-member for
free admission to the festival can help to
create further interest.
Once more young members have been
recruited, the dynamics of the CAMRA
meetings can gradually progress, with more
meetings held at pubs with live music or a
comedy venue. The use of Twitter and Facebook should also be increased to help young
members become more active and to spread the hard work of CAMRA. Reminding people
of celebrity involvement may help recruit more young members; for example Madonna’s
favourite drink was once cited as ‘Landlord’. Maybe certain celebrities can be made
honorary CAMRA members to develop the brand.
Prior to becoming a young member of CAMRA, I too wondered, why did I need to? Not only
is it worth the fee for the Wetherspoons vouchers but more importantly we need to sustain
the amazing work that CAMRA has already done and help to maintain pubs and develop the
brand; thus ensuring that pubs can thrive and provide live music, comedy nights and band
themed pints created just for people like you.
HP
Author Bio: Heather Peel
I am currently a member of the Young Member Marketing group, helping to recruit and retain
more young members, vital to CAMRA’s survival. I have been a CAMRA member since 2010,
after seeing the hard work of CAMRA and how active changes can be made. I also feel
strongly about maintaining local pubs; one of my favourites being the community pub of the
year, the New Oxford in Salford who do an excellent pint of Chocolate and Vanilla stout from
Titanic brewery.
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Manchester Beer & Cider Festival
Running from 22 to 25 January,
this is shaping up to be
Manchester's biggest and
best ever beer festival.
The amazing setting of
Manchester Velodrome is
a huge coup for CAMRA.
It is simply stunning to stand inside that track and marvel at the scale of the place.
The Great Britain Cycling Team have training sessions on the track twice a day which will
continue throughout the festival alongside other clubs and taster sessions.
Set on the floor inside the steeply banked track will be the largest range of beers and ciders
ever offered in Manchester; over 300 cask conditioned craft beers alongside a bar full of real
ale in a bottle (drink in or take away). The cider and perry bar will offer around 75
traditional ciders and perries - all made from fresh apple or pear juice.
A 'Bière sans Frontières' bar will be importing the very best beers brewed for Germany's
Oktoberfest alongside Belgian, Dutch, Czech and American beers; far too many to mention.

20

Cutting edge breweries including Marble, Hawkshead, Liverpool Organic and Ilkley will have
their own bars offering a larger range of their beers than the three main bars can manage
plus the chance to meet their brewers.
In total there will be no fewer than 16 bars to visit. Surrounding these are some 1700 seats
where visitors can to look over the festival floor and watch cyclists riding the track.
The Velodrome is easily accessible via Metrolink tram;
Velopark station is served by trams every 12 minutes;
216 and other buses from Manchester are even more frequent.
The festival runs from 4.30 on Wednesday 22 January until Saturday evening.
CAMRA Members are entitled to free entry all day Wednesday and Thursday
with discounts on entry at all other times.
To find out more, visit the festival website at www.manchesterbeerfestival.org.uk
and for all the latest news you can follow the festival on twitter on
@mancbeerfest or at facebook.com/ManchesterBeerFestival

Champion Beer of Cheshire
Chester Beer Festival again hosted the Champion Beer of Cheshire competition at the
Guildhall. Beers in the final had qualified through Crewe and Northwich beer festivals and a
wide range of styles gave the judges probably the toughest job in years to select a winner.
The top three in the end were; in third and third time lucky in the
competition were Merlin with The Wizard; in second place, and
just failing to repeat the success of 2011 was RedWillow with
Directionless.
This years winner, however, managed to improve from their
second place in 2011, and was Happy Valley with their
Blackout Rum Porter, certainly the most unusual and
dangerously drinkable beer of the eight finalists.
Congratulations to all brewers who participated at the three
festivals, to all the judges and beer managers who provided
such good quality at point of sale.
Next year promises to be a greater challenge with the whole
competition being run at the new Cheshire beer festival in Chester.
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NORTH CHESHIRE
Covers Warrington and Vale Royal, including Frodsham, Lymm and Northwich.
Meetings are usually held in the Warrington/Northwich area, with regular surveys of outlying areas.
Beer Festivals are held every year, at Northwich
New members and formerly inactive members are especially welcome.
Branch contacts;
Ray Head
secretary@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
John Schooling
chairman@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
Out Inn Cheshire articles or adverts: Jeff Bouch
oiccoordinator@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
If anything of remotest interest is happening in your local, let these guys know!

www.northcheshirecamra.org.uk/
North Cheshire Pub of the Year 2013:
North Cheshire Club of the Year 2013:

Helter Skelter, Frodsham
Barnton Cricket Club

CAMRA DIARY
Events start at 8 pm unless specified otherwise.
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Tue 10 Dec;
Sat 14 Dec;
Tue 17 Dec;
3rd & 4 Jan;
Tue 7 Jan;

Branch Meeting. Hare and Hounds, Crowton
Xmas Social. Crawl of Macclesfield. Meet at Waters Green Tavern 12.30
Warrington Town Centre Survey. Meet at Looking Glass
Frodsham Winter Ales Festival. Parish Hall, Frodsham
Good Beer Guide 2015 Selection Meeting.
Cinnamon Brow Community Centre, Cinnamon Brow
Wed 22 Jan; Cotebrook Survey. Meet at Fox & Barrel
Sat 25 Jan; Afternoon Crawl of Manchester
post visit to Manchester Beer & Cider festival. Details tba
Mon 3 Feb; Good Beer Guide 2015 Selection Meeting. Penny Black, Northwich
Thur 20 Feb; Stretton Survey. Meet at Stretton Fox
Mon 10 Mar; Branch Meeting. Warrington Sports Club, Walton
For latest updates visit http://northcheshirecamra.org.uk

NORTH WARRINGTON NEWS
August Bank Holiday saw the first beer festival at the Farm Club in Cinnamon Brow.
18 beers and 2 ciders were available with a good range from around the country.
A brave selection of dates as it clashed with the Rugby League Challenge Cup final!
Fortunately - for organiser Mike Mason at least - was that Warrington lost in the semi-final
so there wasn’t the usual exodus from town. The set up and quality of the beers were high,
as would be expected with the help of Mike Elliott from Barnton Cricket Club.
I was particularly impressed with the beers from Yeovil and Dark Star breweries.
Let’s hope it becomes a regular fixture in the calendar.
Meanwhile at the nearby Plough on Mill Lane, Houghton Green, Keith and Dee Anders have
retired after many years of success including winning an award as CAMRA North Cheshire
Pub of the Year in 2009. They had consistently featured in the top 4 pubs for beer quality in
North Cheshire CAMRA area; a position they still held when they left in August.
Since their departure the beer range has become more of the standard
Regional brewers though occasionally local goodies like Tatton Gold have been
observed. The beer quality appears to have shown some slight decline over
the period of upheaval.
October saw the new manager Dave Willis in place, so given time hopefully he
can bring the choice and quality back to its former glory. A hard act to follow.

Plan your InTENTions for 2014
I know it is cold outside and may well be raining but now is the time to start planning your
visits to the many Beer Festivals that are planned for 2014. A new company run by
seasoned professional purveyors of high quality cask ales and good music opens its
programme with a Festival in Victoria Park, Widnes on 7, 8 and 9 March.
Branded as ‘Real Festivales’ the company is looking to establish itself in the north west
region with further ventures planned in Warrington and St Helens early next year.
The company has invested in large marquees with carpet flooring, drapes and chandeliers
to add a bit of glamour to the traditional beer festival. If you are contemplating a visit to a
new beer festival next year you can check out their website at www.realfestivales.com

Beers of distinction, honest and true.

Award winning beers
Beer in bottles, flagons and mini-casks - Personalised bottlesBrewery tours - T shirts and glasses- Stillage hire for parties, etc

Frodsham Brewery, Lady Heyes Craft Centre, Kingsley Road,
FRODSHAM, WA6 6SU
Tel: 01928 787917
Shop is open every day 12 noon-4 pm

23

ALBION UPDATE
Those of you passing by this former
Champion Pub of Cheshire on
Battersby Lane in Warrington may
be confused as to what is going on.
Mid October saw the pub closed
and then boarded up, only to
reopen a week later still with
the same licensees.
Clearly this situation results in only
one winner – the legal profession and it should be sorted finally
sometime in January.
Meanwhile Mark assures me the
popular Christmas to New Year
beer festival will still be taking
place; the perfect hideaway from
sales shopping.

Where’s That Pub?
24

The historical tablet pictured in the last edition of
Out Inn Cheshire magazine can be found outside
the Marquis of Granby, on Church St in
Warrington.
For this issue’s teaser, who can find the pub
whose sign depicts this swing bridge over one of
North Cheshire’s waterways?
Nick T

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Local Hospitality
A big thank you to North Cheshire
pubs when Warrington hosted the
CAMRA National Executive and
Regional Directors at the end of
September. Particular thanks to
all at the Bull’s Head for hosting
meetings, Allan at the Tavern and
Andrew at the Lower Angel for the
Friday night drinkers.

Saturday thanks go to Mike Elliott at Barnton who
received the Regional Club of the Year award for
Merseyside and Cheshire from CAMRA Chairman
Colin Valentine.
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Final thanks to Gill, Mark and Kevin at the
Albion for thoughtfully running a beer festival
to finish off the weekend.

The Freemasons Arms
Chester Road
Castle

THE LOWER ANGEL
HOME OF THE TIPSY ANGEL MICRO BREWERY

Northwich
The Freemasons might not be the
largest pub in Castle but if you want
any or all of the following :-

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

GREAT REAL ALE
CONVIVIAL AND
KNOWLEDGEABLE
HOST
GOOD COMPANY

this is the place to be seen.
Les has a frequent change of excellent guest ales and
knows how to keep them in top condition.
TRY IT AND SEE.

6 EVER CHANGING REAL ALES
INCLUDING OUR OWN IN-HOUSE
BEERS
Great range of over 60 Malt Whiskies
Friendly welcome from the “A Team”
of
Andy, Andrew & Aidan
27 Buttermarket Street
WARRINGTON WA1 2LY
www.lowerangel.co.uk

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

French Cuisine and Laughter – a healthy Cocktail in a Real Pub
We went for a walk through England’s green and pleasant land listening to the chirping of
birds protesting at the roar of motorcycle engines as they screamed their way around the
Oulton Park racing circuit. We saw a beautiful olde worlde pub with sun bleached walls
snuggling under a tiled roof. New and inviting tables and chairs scattered around the garden.
A faded sign told us we had found the Egerton Arms in Little Budworth.
We ducked into the interior and the traditional bar was lit up by the welcoming smile of the
bartender. Closer inspection showed very 21st century dispensing taps promising unusual
beers from around the world jutting from the wall. We opted for traditional Brimstage from
the traditional hand pumps on the bar. We had a rundown on the pedigree of the beer and
forthcoming guest ales from our enthusiastic server, who introduced himself as James.
I liked this touch. We immediately thought that this is what a real pub offers: a friendly and
genuine welcome that immediately makes you feel at home.
James explained that a new kitchen was being fitted this very moment and listed the
gastronomic delights that they were planning to offer. Oh well, if we can’t eat we had better
have another beer and consider our options. The Wainwright seemed a suitable beer for
hungry walkers. Mine host took pity on us and a young lady appeared with a sausage and
bacon bap – for all we knew she had cooked it on a Primus stove but it was delicious.
Just think what they can produce with a real kitchen.
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The pub is quite large with distinct themes to the separate rooms. I loved the traditional
flooring that, apparently, had been lying hidden under carpet for years but now almost
glowed with satisfaction at being set free.
The new landlord, Mike, and his good lady have moved back from France and have wrought
miracles since they took over in August with more to come. It is a family run concern with a
wealth of experience in beers, cocktails and cooking which has already been discovered by
several CAMRA members and gets rave reviews on “tripadvisor”. I can hardly wait to revisit
it, I wonder if future plans include offering accommodation?
The Egerton Arms, Pinfold Lane, Little Budworth, Cheshire, CW6 9BS, 01829 760424

JB

A BLOCKBUSTING MOVE BY COSTELLO’S
It is very difficult keeping up with the expansion of the brewing interests of the Costello family;
John and his sons Anthony and Jason. The family operate both Dunham Massey Brewery and
now Lymm Brewery. Following the news of the opening of the Lymm Brewery Tap, reported
our last issue of Out Inn Cheshire, came the commissioning of the Lymm Brewery in September.
Now, quickly following on this expansion, comes news of planning permission being granted
by Warrington Borough Council for a conversion of the former Blockbuster store in Walton
Road, close to the main traffic centre in Stockton Heath. The Parish Council at first objected
to the proposal. It appears nine out of 11 businesses along Walton Road were no longer used
as shops, and the Council wanted the original status to remain for this shop.
The applicant, Anthony Costello, said the bar was not just an ordinary bar, it would be run by
Dunham Massey Brewery and the Lymm Brewery Company. He said the style of bar, focusing
on quality beer, and shying away from big screen TV’s and fruit machines, would be an asset
for the people of Stockton Heath and would provide employment.
The Parish Council withdrew their objection, and permission was granted for the bar, as long
as the Costello family operate it. If the family decide in the future to leave, then the planning
permission reverts to its former use.
The Costello family now have three pubs, with the award winning Costello’s in Altrincham, the
Brewery Tap in Lymm which continues to attract a growing clientele of all ages, and now
Costello’s in Stockton Heath. The format will be similar in Stockton Heath to
the other two outlets. What is perhaps of more importance is the range of
beer which will come from the breweries of both Dunham Massey and Lymm.
This should provide up to seven different beers, which should appeal to most
palates in the Warrington area.
The family are determined it will open before Christmas. It is remarkable in
this day and age, with so many pubs closing weekly, that one particular
brewing family in the North West, seem to have hit on a formula for success.
It must be something in the beer!

The
Crown
Inn

Crown Lane
Lower Peover, Knutsford

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Come try our excellent freshly cooked food
and wide range of fine cask ales.
Open 11.30-3, 5.30-11 Mon-Sat, 12-10.30 Sun
Varied specials menu
Food served every day
12 – 2 and 6.30 – 9 (12 – 5.45 Sundays)
Tuesday Quiz (9.30 pm)
e Season
Thursday; Pie Night!
Pub of th r 2009
Summe
tel. 01565 – 722074
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Huddersfield Survey
Our journey began at the Stalybridge Station Buffet Bar with a pork pie brunch; sadly no
pie & black peas till Monday! The bar offers a choice of eight cask beers & two real ciders.
A combination of the 11:42 to Huddersfield and a brief walk took us to the Star where we
were greeted with ten hand pumps on a large bar in what was not a huge pub.
Back towards the centre is a brew pub, the Rat & Ratchet. Thirteen hand pumps on the bar
of which four were from the Rat brewery. This large pub has a sign outside advising that the
steam coming out of the grille is from the brewing and the pub is not on fire!
A short walk away is the Grove, with an impressive list on the chalk board of eighteen beers
available on the hand pumps in the two bars. There is interesting art work on the walls &
ceiling to admire as you drink.
Herbert’s bar in the centre is a coffee shop type of bar with bare floor boards and several
tables & leather seating plus a window seating area to watch the world go by, while you
enjoy the choice of three cask beers.
The Vulcan has a large bar area in what seems to be a small pub, with six cask
ales. A few minutes' walk away can be found HDM (Hand Drawn Monkey).
A beer shop and brew pub it has two ales with one being only their second ever
brew. With 10% discount for CAMRA members it was well received. Oh, and
the tallest bar of the day!
A brief walk away is the Sportsman, another brew pub with eight beers on a
central bar and a good selection of pies for sale to go with the ale. Back from
here under the railway viaduct to the station and two more pubs.
The Head of Steam is a popular pub with several rooms and eight real ales.
From here we had the shortest walk of our day to the very busy King’s Head.
A large room with an L-shaped bar it boasts a range of twelve cask beers.
We were fascinated by the bar maid as she balanced on a frame by the fire
updating the chalk board with an ever-changing range of beers.
An enjoyable survey showing the huge variety of cask ale available in
Huddersfield, not least from three brew pubs.

AP

29

