HIGH PEAK
HP& NE Cheshire CAMRA covers Poynton, Disley and Kettleshume in NE Cheshire,
plus Hayfield and Glossop in Derbyshire and Droylsden, Mossley, Hyde,
Ashton, and Stalybridge in Greater Manchester.
The Branch website is at : www.hpneccamra.org.uk
Contact;
Lawrence Bamber on 01625 876469, lolbamber@aol.com
or Tom Lord, jenni.lord@tiscali.co.uk
Future Meeting Dates (start at 8.30 pm, unless otherwise stated):
Sat Dec 14; Christmas Social; Cheshire Ring, Hyde at 5.30 pm
(food served at 7.30 pm. Cost £ 7 approx.)
Fri Dec 27; Manchester Crawl, commencing at the Angel, Angel Street, off Rochdale Road
from 12.30 pm
Mon Jan 13; Stalybridge Labour Club, Acres Lane.
1st Good Beer Guide 2015 Nominations Meeting
Mon Feb 10; Royal in Hayfield, final Good Beer Guide 2015 Nominations Meeting
Mon Mar 10; Branch Meeting, Harewood, Broadbottom
April 4/5;
New Mills Beer Festival, Chalkers Snooker Club, New Mills (just off the A6)
(on the 199 bus route from Stockport to Buxton). Each Day from 12 Noon.

30 POYNTON NEWS
The Cask Tavern on Park Lane, Poynton has reopened as Bollington Brewery’s third outlet.
It has undergone three months of extensive refurbishment and now boasts a handcrafted
oak bar complete with vast array of hand pumps. Other LocAles will be available alongside
the Bolly beers. This will be a great asset to the Poynton pub scene.
Lee Wainwright, Director of
Bollington Brewing Company,
says: “We’re delighted to have
opened in Poynton and have
received a fantastic welcome
from the local community.
We hope everyone who visits will
enjoy a warm welcome, and we
pride ourselves on serving some
of the best beer in the country.
We look forward to continuing that
tradition.”
Wetherspoon’s Kingfisher in
Poynton now has as house beers
Wincle's Pickfords Premium
(Rambler) Bitter, Sharp's
DoomBar, Fuller's London Pride
and Adnam's Broadside.
The beer garden at the Bull's Head is now fully open, complete with pets and Local Ales.
The Vernon now has Bombardier on tap as well as Green King IPA.
The Boar’s Head now has 3 real ales on tap, complete with Scarecrows to welcome
drinkers!
The upstairs room at the Farmer’s has been converted into a dining area with meals
available from noon till 8 pm.

HALTON
CAMRA DIARY
Sat 7 Dec;
Tue 10 Dec;
Tue 11 Feb;

Christmas Crawl;
Mossley / Greenfield / Manchester
Meeting; 8.30 Red Admiral,Runcorn (tbc)
Meeting, 8.30 at a Widnes venue (tbc)

Trips; Paul Miller 07837 749614
paul.miller@thermo.com
Branch info; David Gray 01925 727787
david.grey11@btinternet.com

Find a new Halton pub!
CAMRA has launched a new internet pubs guide. “WhatPub.com” shows details of 35,800
pubs in the UK serving real ale. Local CAMRA put in a lot of work surveying and gathering
details of all the real ale pubs in their patch for inclusion in the guide.
Halton CAMRA were enthusiastic about this task and soon allocated the known real ale
pubs to members for surveying. It was good to visit the well known and established local
pubs such as the Prospect in Weston, the Ferry Boat, Runcorn, the Tunnel Top in Dutton,
and the Premier, Eight Towers and Four Topped Oak in Widnes; any excuse to call at
these establishments is always welcome!
However, the joy of this exercise to me was finding some welcome surprise at those pubs
you rarely get to visit. At the Childe of Hale in Hale Village, Liverpool I was overjoyed to find
Adnams Southwold Bitter on tap. Occasionally, I get to visit the Wellington (four real ales
available), 2 minutes walk away in the village and will now have to visit both pubs!
Similarly, in the Hammers & Pincers in Widnes I was delighted to find they keep two
changing guest beers. The Holts Bitter was in fine form, and the Robinsons Unicorn had just
finished.
My travels then took me to the Wellington in Chestnut Lodge, Widnes and not only had the
pub been refurbished since my last visit some years before, but Timothy Taylor Landlord
Bitter and Hobgoblin were on the bar. The Timothy Taylor was in fine form.
At a time when many pubs are being lost, it
is imperative to promote those pubs that
serve a quality product, and to direct beer
lovers to where they can try ales from
different breweries, with different flavours.
There are still more pubs that need to be
visited, and I know my colleagues covering
other geographical areas have had similar
pleasant surprises.
A search on Whatpub.com under “Halton”
shows that we currently have 30 real ale
pubs listed with full details.
We are aware that there are more. If you
can find any other Halton pubs serving real
ale please let us know. Similarly if there are
any errors in the details held we need to
know!
We would certainly relish the chance to visit
any pubs we have missed and would hope
to find the occasional hidden gem with good
real ales being served!

Dutton Cheshire WA4 4JY
The place to meet
CAMRA 2014 GBG & LocAle accredited
serving a wide range of real ale;
see the website for what’s available.
Traditional pub food cooked to order
Sunday Carvery 12-7
Booking advised.
Book now for Christmas and New Year
Halton Community Pub 2012
Wed Charity Quiz & Bingo at 8.30
Tel: 01928 718181
Web: www.tunneltop.co.uk
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CAMRA Meetings can be fun
Dutton's Tunnel Top excelled beyond duty's call in late October as venue of the Merseyside
and Cheshire CAMRA regional meeting.
In addition to the regular agenda items guest speakers urged a stepping up of CAMRA's
promotion and outreach activities with a particular emphasis on the under-30's and
detailed the challenges and benefits of the "Asset of Community Value" registration
scheme that aims to help pubs and communities protect pubs from self-serving developers.
Tunnel Top's landlord Kevin also introduced us to QR-code scanning technology that allows
speedy, immediate submission of beer scores to the CAMRA national beer-scoring site from
smartphones and local MP Graham Evans dropped by to re-iterate his commitment to real
ale, responsible drinking and the vital role of pubs in the community.
During a break, the Tunnel Top's chef treated us to a
delicious complimentary lunch of chilli con carne or
chicken curry.
Better still, the bar delighted us with a heavenly
selection of Cheshire ales on top form; a trio
comprising Spitting Feathers' Special Ale,
Woodlands' malty session bitter Old Faithful and
their superlative dry, roasted Midnight Stout.

32

Demand for the Midnight Stout was so high that
it finished rapidly to be succeeded by a reserve ale;
Woodland's rich creamy traditional Mild.
Similarly, Spitting Feathers' Thirstquencher
succeeded the Special Ale!
Overall it was a productive and informative
afternoon and everyone enjoyed the hospitality, meals
and drinks provided by the Tunnel Top staff.

DELMAR
PRESS

SOUTH CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY
Sat 7 Dec;
Mon13 Jan;
Mon 3 Feb;
Mon 10 Feb;
Sat 22 Mar;
16-17 May;

Leopard, Nantwich, followed by Xmas meal / social; 7 pm
Branch Meeting, 8 pm, Crown Hotel, Nantwich.
Good Beer Guide Selection Meeting, 8 pm, HOPS, Crewe.
Branch Meeting, 7.30 pm, Beerdock, Nantwich Rd, Crewe.
Branch Meeting, 1pm, Mere, Alsager.
[Followed by social at the Lodge]
Rail Ale Festival, Barrow Hill Roundhouse, Chesterfield.

Plus;
Every Monday evening in Crewe; CAMRA / SPBW social,
7.30 pm in the Borough Arms (3 beers at £1.50)
then 9.30 pm in HOPS (all beers £2 a pint).
All our events are open to any CAMRA member,
anyone who likes beer or pubs,
and anyone who is just curious to see what is going on!
See the website for details
www.southcheshirecamra.org.uk
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A mostly rural area, but including the towns of Crewe, Middlewich,
Nantwich, Sandbach, Alsager and Winsford.
Branch Contacts:
Mark Jeffries
Derek Davey
Ian Bray
Paul Hext

07741 036339
01270 761039
01270 252045
0784 6657833 (m)

markgill@globalnet.co.uk
d.davey45@btinternet.com
styrian@gmx.co.uk
h3xtyp@hotmail.co.uk

The Lower Chequer Inn

,

Crown Square, Sandbach, CW11 1FW
South Cheshire CAMRA Publicans of the year 2009
Six ever changing real ales
from Cheshire and other small independent brewers
Mon-Thur 6 pm-11 pm
Friday 4.30-11 pm
Sat 12 noon-11 pm
Sun 12 noon-10-30 pm
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2014 Good Beer Guide
Large patio area
overlooking ancient Saxon Crosses
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Sandbach Area News
Change is afoot in Sandbach, where the
Black Bear in the cobbled town square has
reopened complete with a new thatched roof
including a straw bear sitting proudly on top.
The pub has been carefully refurbished and
the bar area improved without substantial
alterations. The real ale range has expanded
though with Robinson's Unicorn Bitter and
Sharp's Doom Bar as permanent fixtures,
plus two changing beers from the Punch range.
The Shepherd Neame Spitfire and Hobgoblin
bitter we tasted shortly after opening were both
in good condition.
The Bear, plus the new bar in the Beer Emporium (details elsewhere) and the George, the
new Wetherspoons outlet due to open by Christmas, mean an ever expanding choice in
Sandbach. When you add in the Lower Chequer, Cricketers and Old Hall, with several
beers each, plus the other half dozen or so pubs in the town, drinkers will be spoilt for choice.
It’s a far cry from a few years back, when cask ale seemed an afterthought and anything but
National Brews were hard to find.
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A change of a different kind happened recently, too, where the amiable landlord of the
Military Arms, Geoff, retired after many years at the helm. Always ready with humorous
banter, and also an unassuming local benefactor, he will be sorely missed.
On the way out to Congleton, at Smallwood, the Blue Bell at Spen Green, had its house
beer, Blue Bell Bitter on when we visited, plus Timothy Taylor Landlord, and Wells
Bombardier, both popular there. Both it and the nearby Brownlow are well known for their
food and are well worth trying out. We found the staple beers, Black Sheep Bitter and
Wincle Sir Philip on as usual at the Brownlow, with Joules Blonde and Woodlands Red
Squirrel making up the range.

The

Globe Inn
Audlem Road
Nantwich
01270 623 374

Woodlands Brewery Tap
10 Real Ales from the award winning brewery, Stapeley
Open 12 pm - 11 pm all day, every day
Food served all day,
Monday-Saturday 12 pm-9 pm, Sunday 12 pm-8 pm
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Regularly changing menu featuring home made dishes
using fresh local produce
10 minutes walk from Nantwich Railway Station
New beer garden now open

Bottle Conditioned Ale Tasting
Where better to taste a bottle conditioned ale (BCA) than the South
Cheshire home of so many; the Beer Emporium? The newly opened bar
gave us a chance to compare notes with the owner, Steve. He suggested
we try a beer from Macclesfield micro-brewery, RedWillow, which has
gained a reputation for good quality, consistent beers. He chose Feckless,
a 4.1% abv Best Bitter. Steve is very keen on BCAs; they ferment in the
bottle with yeast present to develop more flavour than filtered and
pasteurised beers; the nearest thing in a bottle you can get to Real Ale.
We added the sediment to give the full effect of all the flavours. This is a
matter of choice; some people prefer a clear beer and leave the sediment
in the bottle, others like to swirl and add everything. Quite often there isn’t
much sediment and what there is may stick to the bottom of the bottle.
Mid brown in colour and still pretty clear even with the sediment included,
it had a fruity and malty aroma, with a faint butterscotch smell in the
background. The initial taste was a well balanced combination of malt and
bitterness which Steve described as a typical English Best Bitter. I thought
it a touch dryer and earthier than a normal bitter though, which I often find
with RedWillow beers.
According to the label it has a ‘smooth toffee and caramel body complemented with
England’s finest hops’. It certainly had plenty of body, and the hoppiness was of the subtle
English variety; not the pronounced citrus bitterness of the newer foreign hops which are in
vogue in lighter beers. The after-taste lingered with dry bitterness coming through.
Although there was little head on the beer we sampled there was ample condition in the beer.
It was a satisfying drink; likely to please all bitter drinkers.
Steve normally stocks a selection of Red Willow beers, finding them reliable and popular
sellers.
Our thanks go to the Beer Emporium for supplying the beers, and to Steve and Yvonne for
assisting with the tasting.
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Round Crewe
The First Crewe Rail Ale Festival 2013 was
quite a success, with all beers selling out. It
was to have been the Nantwich Beer Festival,
but as the Food & Drink festival moved its
dates to early September, our normal venue
was not available. So at very short notice,
thanks to Kez, our organiser and the Heritage
Centre and their staff at Crewe, plus the well drilled CAMRA volunteers, we held a smaller
festival at the end of August. Fifty beers, mainly from Cheshire were available.
Feedback has been very positive from visitors and Heritage Centre staff, so it looks like we
will go ahead with a slightly bigger festival during the last weekend of August 2014.
Offbeat Brewery have a couple of open events; Friday December 6 is ‘Firsty Friday’ at from
17:00 –22:00 and they are open on Friday December 20 from 5 pm till 10 pm for on-site
appreciation of ales plus takeaways for Christmas presents.
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HOPS. HOPS organised a tasting session for Cider/Perry month, for real cider drinkers and
those interested in learning more about our other national drink. Eight ciders ranging from
dry [very] to sweet were available, accompanied by a wonderful selection of cheeses.
By way of promoting Cider/Perry month, HOPS had six real ciders/perries available
throughout October. Normally three are available, but should this prove successful, five may
be available on a regular basis.
Borough Arms has been recognised for 10 years in the Good Beer Guide. Two real ciders
have been available for some time now, and if proven to be popular, should continue to be
available all year round.
Waldron. Closed suddenly in October when parent group, the Bramwell Pub Company went
into administration. The Administrators will probably seek to dispose of the company estate
as quickly as possible. Could be an interesting acquisition for the right person to help extend
the real ale outlets in the Earle Street/Prince Albert area of Crewe Town Centre.
>>>

The Rising Sun
Station Road, Scholar Green, Cheshire ST7 3JT

Wade and Colleen offer you
a friendly welcome
as well as Good Food and
5 Real Ales (two rotating Guest Ales)
Open;
Monday-Thursday
Friday
Saturday Sunday

;
pub
ide come!
s
l
l
a
Can ters we
boa

12 - 3 and 5 - 11.30
Open All Day From 9.30 am-Midnight
Open All Day From 12 noon-Midnight
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Home-cooked locally sourced food available:
Afternoons:
Monday - Saturday 12 - 2.30, Sunday All Day 12 noon - 8
Evenings:
Monday - Friday 6 - 9, Saturday 5.30 - 9.30
Breakfast available: Friday 9.30 am - 12 noon

10% OFF Food Voucher

01782776235

www.risingsuncheshire.co.uk

Not to be used with any other offer;
e. g. 2 for £10, Sunday Lunch
or Steak Night

>>>
Barrel and British Lion, both on Nantwich Road, had reopened as we went to
press, so no details yet on yet on ales available nor the dispense.
Some signs of activity at Punch’s long closed Merlin on Bradfield Road. White vans,
workmen, power tools; a possible re-opening in time for festive season?
The Victoria, Hightown is now describing itself as a “Caribbean Pub”.
Beerdock [off-licence], Nantwich Road. Continues to go from strength to strength with its
excellent range of bottled real ales. You can of course drink on the premises during
opening hours; real ales on draught are now a regular feature.
Plus, they have started their own micro-brewery in the back called Upstart Brewhouse.
Crewe's first Micro-pub!
IB

Travellers Rest, Alpraham
Very pleasant Sunday afternoon
presentation at this much
appreciated wayside Heritage Pub
[last refit in 1937].
A small but keen CAMRA South
Cheshire contingent were there to
award the pub a long service award
for its multiple appearances in the
Good Beer Guide over the past four
decades.
At the same time the Real Heritage
Pubs award was also updated.
The picture shows CAMRA
members and customers braving
the wind for the obligatory photo
opportunity!
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No 4, Over Square, Winsford
No 4 in Winsford, recently celebrated its first 12 months of operation. Located off the A54 by
Swanlow Island, it is a tastefully conversion of a double fronted 1930’s pharmacy. In attention
to detail, the original No 4 sign was used as the logo for the new bar. A great deal of restoration
has gone into this large two roomed bar, using wherever possible reclaimed materials.
No 4 is different in that it is run as a Cooperative. The 13 members
wanted to create a bar that truly reflected what they wanted to see.
A search for suitable premises drew the team towards the former
chemists, and the bar opened in September 2012.
John Barton, one of the Co-operative members explained:
‘Each member has put money into the project, and has also
brought a number of skills to help develop No 4.
Amongst our members are solicitors, accountants, a joiner,
painter, plumber, electrician and a brewer.’
The brewer is Mike Hill from nearby Blakemere Brewery, who
uses his contacts to provide an ever changing range of four
real ales, sourced ‘from all areas of the UK far and wide’.
There are four hand pumps, three available at all times.
A recent snapshot of the cask beers showed ales from Oxfordshire, Growler of Sussex and
Partners of Dewsbury.
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The atmosphere is very relaxing, with no loud music, fruit machines, juke box or TV to
destroy the ambience. Plans include new furniture and a real coffee machine. The clientele
is varied, young and old. The high ceilings of the old pharmacy help with the acoustics and
you can hold a relaxed conversation without raised voices.
>>>
Bhurtpore Inn, Aston
Contrary to the report on page 38 of September issue of Out Inn Cheshire, Simon George is
not the “erstwhile” landlord of the Bhurtpore. He IS the landlord. Grovelling apologies all
round. [Not sure how that piece of sloppy journalism got under the radar!]

The Bhurtpore Inn
Aston, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 8DQ
Celebrating 21 years in CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide
& 18 years in the Good Pub Guide
11 Real Ales regularly available, Real Cider or Perry
Plus 11 Continental and Craft beers
Rated among Britain’s Top Ten Beer Pubs & Top Ten Whisky Pubs*
*Good Pub Guide

Huge range of bottled Beers, Ciders and Soft Drinks,
award winning Wine List and, of course,
our menu of freshly cooked locally sourced dishes to suit all tastes.
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Opening Times:
Monday – Thursday: Noon – 2.30, 6.30 – 11.30
Friday, Saturday: Noon – Midnight
Sunday: Noon – 11.00
01270 780917
www.bhurtpore.co.uk for general pub news
www.bhurtpore.com for beers, including what’s on now

>>>
The upstairs room can be hired for private functions. Food is not normally available,
but catering can be arranged for private parties. The No 4 experience was very rewarding,
and my friends and I will be returning very soon. Nothing seems to be too much trouble, and
the attention to detail by this Cooperative is a tribute to all concerned.
We wish luck to No 4, as it enters its second year of operation. This success clearly
demonstrates that Cooperatives can work, in the most challenging of environments.
The original chemist is appreciative of the transformation of this old pharmacy.
The Cooperative hope to sign a longer lease in the very near future to safeguard this
welcome addition to the hostelries of Winsford.
Hours of operation are normally 4-11 Monday to Wednesday, 12-11 Thursday to Sunday.
Might be an idea to check on 01606 550835.

Offbeat Awards
A bevy of CAMRA members descend on Offbeat Brewery in
October with certificates for the competition winning beers.
The micro-brewery established in 2010 is one of Crewe's best
kept business secrets as the all female brewing team of Michelle
Kelsall and Andrea Davies make a fantastic range of beers
which are being sold locally, regionally and nationally.
Chairman of Doncaster CAMRA, Tony presented head brewer,
Michelle Kelsall, with the certificate for Offbeat Brewery's Wild
Blackberry Mild winning Best Mild at Doncaster Beer Festival.
David King of Trafford and Hulme CAMRA presented Michelle
with a certificate for Offbeat Brewery's Way Out Wheat winning
Best Speciality Beer of the North West at Chorlton Beer Festival
which qualifies it for the finals of Champion Beer of Britain in
2014.
Pictured is Michelle, with both of the certificates.
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New Bar at the Beer Emporium, Sandbach
A new bar has opened in Sandbach as the Beer Emporium in Welles Street gained a
licence to sell beer to drink on the premises in the autumn, and started selling draught beer
in September.
Owners Steve and Yvonne had long thought of opening
up a bar in their shop so that customers could sample
their vast range of bottled beers, and this has now
become reality. They are also providing draught real ale
on hand-pump, too, which is proving extremely popular.
They started off with a revolving Cheshire Brewhouse
beer from the Congleton brewery each weekend in
36 pint casks, and these started selling out early on
Saturdays as word spread of their new venture.
On our visit this had expanded to two beers on
hand-pump available all week; on this occasion Wizard and Excalibur from the nearby Merlin
brewery at Arclid, just outside the town. Rudgate was the next beer due on, and the intention
is always to have at least one beer from a local micro brewery.
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There are three small tables in the bar section at the front of the shop (an extra one has also
had to be added at the rear), with seating for a dozen; a bit reminiscent of a Belgian bar in
style. This makes for a friendly atmosphere, where folk can sit and compare notes on the
ales they’re tasting; just like a decent small pub should be. In many cases, people who have
come in to buy bottles to take out find the draught sales a pleasant surprise and decide to
browse the shelves, pint in hand.
The opening hours are generally 10 am to 7 pm Tuesday & Wednesday and 10 am to 9 pm
Thursday to Saturday, although the Emporium is licensed till 10 and will stay open if there
are people in who want to stay on. Sunday is 10 till 4 pm, but it’s as well to check the website
before coming as the core hours will change as custom settles into a regular pattern, plus
there will be expanded opening closer to Christmas.
The bar was about to be rearranged in early
November as we went to press to allow more
space for the seating and to keep the casks
out of the way under the counter. The licensed
capacity of 25 has been approached once or
twice, so space is at a premium!
Bottled beer sales are still going strong, with
a steady stream of customers nipping in and
regulars who order and collect, and the whole
of the left hand side of the shop is devoted to
shelving for the Bottle Conditioned Ales.
Foreign beers are through the ‘Passport
Control’ door to the room at the rear.
Christmas ales had already arrived from
Hobson's, Hop Studio, Arkell’s and
Bewdley, with one already selling out by
Halloween.
From the increasing numbers of people
visiting now that drinks can be had on the
premises, the place seems set to go from
strength to strength.
DD

