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THE ENTHUSIAST’S CHOICE
16 Handpumps

10 Regularly Changing Guest Cask Ales
Over 2000 Guest Beers per Year

 plus Traditional Cider
Featured in the Good Beer Guide 1994-2008

Weekly Competition to win a week of Real Ale
Live Jazz Band on Mondays

Bar Food

125 En-Suite Bedrooms
~ Restaurant Canaletto ~ Broad Beam Restaurant Cruise

~ Peppermill Restaurant
~ Health Club & Beauty Spa

MILTON STREET
CHESTER
CH1 3NF

TEL; 01244 350035
FAX; 01244 345635
www.millhotel.com

CHESTER & SOUTH CLWYD

As well as Chester and its environs, this Branch covers an area
stretching from Parkgate on the Wirral to Tushingham in the South.
Branch Contacts: (phone numbers, are 01244– unless otherwise noted)
Chair: Brian Vardy 373298 chairman@camracasc.org.uk
Socials: John Bowyer 680865 socials@camracasc.org.uk
Contact: Craig Papworth 313182 contact@camracasc.org.uk
Membership: Gareth Roberts membership@camracasc.org.uk
Web editor: John Silloth webmaster@camracasc.org.uk
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CAMRA DIARY
For the latest events, please visit the branch web site

www.camracasc.org.uk
Meetings begin at 8.15 pm unless stated

Sat 29 Mar;   Merseyside & Cheshire Regional Meeting – Cross Keys, Chester. 1pm.
Thu 17 Apr;   AGM at Cross Keys, Chester.
Thu 20 Mar;  Branch Meeting, Ponsonby Arms, Llangollen.
Sat 22 Mar;  Southport day out by train.

Guess how many Good Beer Guide pubs in the town?
Fri 25 Apr;  Tour around Mold area with members from Deeside. Meet them at

Central Hotel, Shotton then some free time in Mold.  A visit to Glasfryn;
Colomendy, Cadole and We Three at Loggerheads.
(Note that this date is subject to change).

Fri 2 May;  ‘Friday Five’ around Gresford/Rossett.
Catch No.1 Arriva bus to, or from Wrexham.

Thu 15 May;  Glynne Arms, Hawarden (upstairs room?).
Sat 17 May;   Brian’s Black Country Brewery Taps Tour. On minibus.



43

Reached by steps from the street, this city
centre pub's stone floors, high ceilings and
tapestries create a terrific ambience.
A comprehensive, changing list of real ales
from micros, many local, complements the
house beers. The food is inventive and
freshly prepared. An unmissable gem.
www.the-tap.co.uk

Local Pub of the Year 2013 (England)
Brewery Tap, Lower Bridge Street, Chester
Retaining its crown from the previous year, the Brewery Tap on Lower Bridge Street was
the inspiration of Spitting Feathers brewery who had the vision to revitalise this abandoned
one-time Jacobean great hall and, as such, earn themselves award recognition from English
Heritage.
Inside is a high roofed, candle-lit, simply fur-
nished main bar and a cosier adjacent room.

A kitchen at the rear
caters for
diners while
Spitting
Feathers ales

feature on the
counter plus
several changing

guest beers and
a traditional
cider.

A former Jacobean banqueting hall, the inn
won CAMRA's English Heritage Conservation
and Conversion to Pub Use awards in 2009.

Charles I stayed in the Grade II listed
building in 1645.
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CHESHIRE REAL ALE FESTIVAL
This year the Chester Real Ale Festival transforms itself into the
Cheshire Real Ale Festival 2014, encompassing all the CAMRA
branches within the county. This change is necessary because the
usual venues for a couple of the branches became unavailable due
to redevelopment works, so it was agreed at Regional level to hold
an all-Cheshire CAMRA festival in Chester.

The venue will be Chester Racecourse, using the
Concourse and Turf restaurant areas which provide
much more space compared to the Guildhall, but
different in character with more modern facilities.
It is intended to hold all heats of the Champion Beer of
Cheshire competition at this festival so we look forward
to all the Cheshire brewers providing us with their very best beers!

Venue capacity will be around 900 people, about twice that of the Guildhall,
so we will need more volunteers to help staff the festival during opening times

and for setting-up/take down before and after the event.
More sponsorship is required for the festival programme, plus lots of
ticket selling pubs and local publicity. Chester & South Clwyd is relying
on lots of help and support from the other Cheshire branches to ensure
this is a successful festival.

Dates & times of the festival are:
Friday 14th November: 1600-2300.

Saturday 15th November: 1200-1600 and 1900-2300.
Please email our beer festival group bfgroup@camracasc.org.uk

for further information and offers of assistance.
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City Road, Chester
   (just up from the train station!)

5 draught Belgian & German ales
Over 30 European and American bottled beers and ales
10% off Cask Ale For CAMRA members Sunday to Thursday

Live music  Friday and Saturday

Opening times: Mon-fri 4-late, Sat Noon-2:30 am, Sun noon-midnight
Free bacon butties all day on Sundays!

For more info visit www.thecellarchester.co.uk

GOOD
BEER

GUIDE

Ship Valedictory
It was a bittersweet New Year’s Eve at Chester’s Ship Victory.
Leading up to the chimes of Big Ben, as was so typical of
the place, the pub was awash with its usual cheeriness and
bonhomie. There was also something special to celebrate as
hearty congratulations were offered to landlord and charity
champion Joe Gildea on his award of the British Empire Medal
- deserved recognition at his (and the pub's) gargantuan
efforts in raising money for the Countess of Chester Hospital's
Breast Care.

But behind all the
handshakes, smiles, laughter
and merriment there was
underlying sadness at the
poignancy of the occasion.
This was undoubtedly the
end of an era - Joe literally having called last orders - as
the free-house was closing forthwith; its whole future
shrouded in mystery and ugly rumour. The branch will be
helping co-ordinate a fight to save the Ship Vic from the
bulldozer. An application to make the pub an Asset of
Community value has been submitted to Cheshire West
and Chester Council (CWaC) by the branch but CWaC
are both the owners and the body who decide which
applications are successful. We’ll be watching carefully
how this blatant conflict of interest is handled.

In the meantime, happy retirement Joe and Helen. And the
very best of wishes to all the regulars who genuinely helped to make this "the pub with the
big heart". Seldom has a cliche been so true.
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Walkers, Riders & Cyclists welcome

2013 CAMRA
Community Pub of the Year

We’ve had hundreds of
regularly changing Cask Ales,

Ciders and Perries
and keep our own

locally brewed
Blue Bell Bitter & Dark Blue (Porter)

Rhosesmor Road, Halkyn, CH8 8DL

www.bluebell.uk.eu.org
  Tel  01352 780309

Family-run
Award-winning

Free House
on Halkyn Mountain

Cider Pub of the Year 2010

CAMRA Regional Award
Winners 2007/2008 GOOD

BEER
GUIDE

Out & Around Ellesmere Port
First off let’s head to Little Sutton where the Olde Red Lion, a large roadhouse
with regular live music nights, has brought back cask ale. They generally have
one or the other (or both) of Robinson’s Trooper and Thwaites Lancaster
Bomber. The landlord hopes to increase to four ales with the blessing of good
old Enterprise.
Close by, the Travellers Rest - a once Good Beer Guide listed Walkers house -
remains keg but there’s better news further down Ledsham Road at the
Cheshire Yeoman. The place has had a lick of paint and new signage. It
sells up to two real ales with Hobgoblin and Doombar on my visit.
Down the A41 in Great Sutton the White Swan remains a traditional village
type pub and still committed to real ale. A Robinson’s tied house it usually
has two bitters on from £2.40/pint.
Alas, next door(ish), the barmaid at the Bull reports that the great experiment
with cask has been discontinued.
Over at Two Mills, curiosity took me into the Tudor Rose which, to no great
surprise, is completely keg. Anyone remember back to the 70s when it
used to have a thatched roof and serve a delicious pint of the Higsons?
The original pub has long vanished to be subsumed into the much larger Premier Inn /
Brewer’s Fayre edifice that it is today.
Sticking on Parkgate Road at least the Wheatsheaf at Mollington does have something on
the hand pumps. It’s part of Mitchell & Butler’s Crown Carveries chain and typically serves
Bombardier or Greene King IPA to help wash down the slow-roast dinners with unlimited
roast potato and freshly steamed veg.
Finally some really surprising news from Ellesmere Port where we herald the innovative
split personality of the former Princes Hotel that has probably spared it from the bull dozer.

Back in 2011 half of what had become a
boarded up eyesore was refurbished as
the new home for the town's Golden Star
boxing club.
Then in late November the other half sprung
back to life in the guise of Madisons Cafe
Bar.
Even better news was that two cask ales
were on - Tetley Gold and Grays Bitter,
while the Doombar had just run out. The
whole set up is very community minded with
pool, darts, sports TV and regular music
nights. We wish it well.
Cheers and happy drinking!

Brian Rimmer

Heard at the bar

“Sorry about your wait.”

“You’re not exactly Twiggy yourself!”
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West Cheshire Rural News
Ghastly news from the
south of Cheshire where the
Blue Bell at Tushingham
near Whitchurch ceased
trading in early February.
The one solace is that mine
hosts Jerry & Ginette have
offered some hope in that
they may re-open in three to
four months time.
Let's hope so as the Blue
Bell, which can date its
ancestry back to 1650, is a
classic, half-timbered,
atmospheric, intimate
former coaching inn. It's a
past local CAMRA Pub of the Year, has been a regular in the Good Beer Guide for the last
couple of decades and, judging by Twitter remarks, a pub dear to many people’s hearts. Its
permanent closure would be a sickening blow. The branch will do all it can to prevent such
an eventuality.
The Helsby Arms between Hapsford and Helsby, which closed suddenly and acrimoniously
in September has re-opened once more. Cask ale remains and was recently selling
Deuchars IPA and Sharps Doom Bar. The pub belongs to Punch Taverns.
To possibly no-one's great surprise, the pizzas ovens have remained turned off in Cibo at
Bridge Trafford since the New Year. The management, last we heard, had vanished and
were lying doggo leaving hapless staff kicking up a justified stink on TripAdvisor about their
unpaid wages. Previous to this incarnation as a Mediterranean 'ristorante bar and grill'
(dating only from July 2013) it was a Thai food outlet called Chang Noi but most people
should remember the place as the Nag's Head. Hopefully, if it ever re-opens, it will return to
being a traditional pub, selling traditional food like near neighbours Chester Fields and the
Shrewsbury Arms. Or maybe it will be the Bridge Trafford Balti House!

Chester Snippets
New life has been breathed into the former Living Room bar on St Werburgh Street in the
centre of town. The property, which had been vacant since May last year, has been trans-
formed by former owners Living Ventures into the third outlet of their Botanist chain. It will
have opened now but, due to OIC copy deadline day, we can’t tell you if the promise of  a
well-stocked cellar of cask-conditioned ales have been fulfilled.
There’s a new look and a new name for Chester Bells on Grosvenor Street. Not so much a
new name really as it’s reverted back to its old one viz the Saddle which was how the pub
was known for over a hundred years until 1996. To reflect / cash in on the pub’s close
proximity to the Roodee, there’s lots of horse related decor, wallpaper and memorabilia.
Beers come from the Heineken UK stable which include the likes of Theakston and
Caledonian.
Pied Bull no longer have the distinction of claiming to be Chester’s only microbrewery.
When Blueball brewery, originally based in Runcorn, moved to new premises at Kash22 in
Frodsham, there was the question of what to do with their former smaller kit. Well now it’s
neatly been installed into the front of their first bar - Kash just by Hoole bridge. Beers
brewed on site go under the name of Redball and the public got their first taste of them on
New Years Eve when all four brews weighed in on or above a meaty 6%!
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Behind Bars
Ant & Emma Harvey, landlord and landlady of the Wheatsheaf
at Nomansheath answer a few of our questions ...

How did you get into the pub trade.
How long have you been in it ?
Both Emma and I have been in the trade to some extent for the
past 25 years, initially in bar work to pay the bills. The change
really came when Emma moved to Chester and started working
in the Carlton Tavern, it was then a managed house for Hyde’s
Brewery. We soon took over as relief managers and when they decided to offer it for Tenan-
cy they approached us. They could see we'd flung ourselves into the business and we got
nominated for their in-house awards a couple of times for coming up with innovative ideas.

How did you end up at the Wheatsheaf?
We had been looking for another pub for a while, Emma had been to catering college and
then the Wheatsheaf Inn at No Mans Heath near Malpas came up. It ticked a lot of boxes for
us. We wanted to get into food and have somewhere our large family could have a nice
home too. We've sectioned the large garden to give ourselves a nice private space and have
been using the pub garden for summer dining, family fun days and parties including hosting
our first wedding last summer.

What are the biggest changes you've seen to the pub trade over the last 10 years?
The expansion in the local, micro brewers - we have such a range on our doorstep, why
bother increasing your carbon footprint? Food is also a must for many rural pubs these days.
The dynamic has altered for drinkers too. On dry, warmer evenings non-smokers and
smokers will spend longer outside to be able to be together while the smokers smoke.

You're in a rural spot and by-passed by the A41 so how is your clientele made up?
We have a welcome mix of locals and destination customers in terms of both drinking and for
food. Some of our diners travel a fair distance as we offer a wide range of coeliac, vegetarian
and vegan meals in addition to more traditional fare. Indeed all our food is in the good pub
grub style as we just want to be able to cater for everyone in a family. If we go out with family
we have a coeliac, 2 vegetarians, lots of meat eaters and children from 7 months to 18 years.
We struggle to eat out together so we wanted to change that!

Does it frustrate you that locals only came in once or twice a year?
No, we are always pleased to see them.

Do pubs still attract younger drinkers or is the demographic getting older?
We are very fortunate here - we have a great crowd of locals of all ages 18 to 80+ almost
every night. There is mutual respect and that’s fantastic.

During the depths of winter on evenings when customers are thin on the ground,
do you ever feel like a change of career might be a good idea?
No, if it’s quiet it gives us a chance to sit down and have a drink. That said it’s completely
unpredictable. The first day of snow last year was one of our busiest days. We were open
from lunchtime and so many people came home early from work (it was a Friday) we were
open right through till late with a very festive attitude and talk of hoping to get snowed in to
the pub!
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What are your favourite and worst aspects of the job?
Seeing people enjoying themselves is great. If they've enjoyed a special occasion or just had
a meal or drink and left happy than that’s perfect. The downside is the early start we have
every day regardless of our finish time due to the volume of behind the scenes stuff from
cleaning to paperwork.

What in your opinion makes for a good pub?
Real ale is a must, we have always aimed at making our pub as welcoming and safe as
possible - anyone can walk in and feel at home.

What do you see as the future for the pub and how might it adapt?
The trade is always growing. As implied, we have a wedding licence now and run a number
of village events every year. This year we have started a pool and darts team and there are
dominoes and possibly bridge joining us too. We keep trying new things with our food too.
We have a monthly pudding club (main course and 6 desserts for £10) and a lunchtime small
appetite menu for £3.50 which includes a cup of tea, small main and an ice cream. We used
to host an acoustic folk jam night at the Carlton Tavern; we'd love to get some music into the
Wheatsheaf Inn along the same lines.

And finally, what are your favourite beers and top five favourite pubs ?
Top five beers - Facers Landslide, TT Landlord, Nethergate Umble, Hydes Manchester’s
Finest, Burrow Hill Cider (I know that’s cheating but its my roots).
Top pubs would be the Peruvian Arms (Penzance), the Sun Inn (Llangollen), the Albion
(Chester), the Waie Inn (Zeal Monachorum) and, via the means of time travel, the late
lamented Chopper Bar (Yeovil).

TRAFFORD & HULME
We cover the Borough of Trafford - that's places like Altrincham, Sale, Stretford and Urmston

plus Hulme (west of Princess Road), a large chunk of Manchester City Centre
and some bits of north east Cheshire.

All members, old and new are warmly welcomed. See www.thcamra.org.uk
CAMRA DIARY

For the latest events, please visit the branch web site
Thur 27 Mar;  Bridgewater St social/heritage presentations 8 pm Britons Protection,

9 pm Peveril of the Peak, 9.45 Bishopsgate (TableTable), 10.30 Waterhouse
Sat 29 Mar;  Macclesfield trip. Catch 12:35 from Piccadilly and tour the many pubs of Macc
Thur 3 Apr;  Branch meeting, 8.15 The Vine, Kennedy St, Manchester
Thur 10 Apr;  Studentville social, 7.30 Ducie Arms, 8.30 Salutation, 9.15 Church,

10 pm Courtyard, 10.30 Odder
Thur 17 Apr;  Whalley Range social 8pm Nip and Tipple, 8.30 Hillary Step, 9.45 De Nada,
   10.45 Font (Chorlton)
Tue 22 Apr;  Quiz social, 8pm Beech Inn, Chorlton.

Mark CAMRA’s Community Pubs month at our runner-up for 2013
25–27 Apr;  CAMRA AGM and Member’s weekend Scarborough.

Full details on http://www.camraagm.org.uk/
Sat 10 May;  Bus To The Pub Organised by North Manchester branch
27– 28 Jun; 4th Manchester Cider & Perry Festival Palace Hotel, Oxford St, Manchester,
   60+ traditional ciders & perries. £3 entry, CAMRA discount. Noon – 10.30 pm

www.manchesterciderfestival.org.uk
chair@thcamra.org.uk (bevalitabev@yahoo.co.uk)

Branch Contact – John Ison 0161 962 7976. Or E-mail Jon Gobbett at membership@thcamra.org.uk



50

 Acton, Nantwich Star     01270 627296   Wednesday  8.30 pm
 Alderley Edge de Trafford Arms 01625 583 881  Wednesday evening 8 pm
 Altrincham   Old Market Tavern  0161 927 7062   Wednesday 9.30 pm
 Bollington  Poachers      01625 572086  Last Sunday of the month for charity
Broken Cross Bull’s Head 01625 421117 Thursday evening
Broxton Sandstone 01829 78233 Tuesday evening 9 pm
Buglawton Robin Hood 01260 295241 Tuesday evening
Chelford Egerton Arms    01625 831366  Last Thursday of the month 8.30 pm

 Chester Bawn Lodge  01244 324971  Tuesday 8.30 pm
 Chester Old Cottage  01244 324065  Wednesday 8.30 pm
Chester   Pied Bull      01244 325829  Thursday evening
Chester Ship Victory  01244 376453  Thursday evening
Childer Thornton Halfway House  0151 339 2202  Thursday 10 pm
Comberbach Spinner & Bergamot   01606 891307 Wednesday 8 pm
Congleton  Castle Inn      01260 277505    Tuesday evening
Congleton Counting House 01260 272654  Wednesday evening
Congleton  Young Pretender 01260 273277   Sunday 8.30 pm
Crewe   Woodside      01270 569513  Tuesday 9 pm
Davenham  Bull’s Head     01606 43725  Sunday & Tuesday evenings
Dean Row  Unicorn   01625 524379  Wednesday 9 pm
Dodleston Red Lion   01244 661636  Tuesday 9 pm
Dutton   Tunnel Top  01928 718181  Charity Quiz night, Tuesday 9 pm
Halkyn Blue Bell   01352 70309  Wednesday 8.30 Winter Quiz (Oct - March)
Handbridge   Carlton      01244 671070  Tuesday evening
Handforth  Railway     01625 523472  Thursday 8.30 pm (in aid of Mencap)
Hoole   Bromfield      01244 345037   Tuesday evening
Holt, Wrexham Peal o’Bells    01829 270411  Monday 9 pm
Houghton Green Plough      01925 815409  Thursday 9 pm
Kelsall   Farmer’s Arms  01829 751480 Friday & Sunday evening
Kingsley  Red Bull     01928 788097  Tuesday evening
Knutsford Lord Eldon 01565 652261      Monday 8.30 pm
Knutsford Cross Keys 01565 750404 Wednesday 9 pm
Lach Dennis Duke of Portland 01606 46264  Starting soon; call for details
Little Budworth Shrewsbury Arms 01829 760240  every other Wednesday
Macclesfield  Railway View     01625 423657  Sunday evening
Macclesfield Treacle Tap   01625 615938 Sunday 8.30 pm
Marton   Davenport Arms 01260 224269  Thursday 9 pm
Middlewich Big Lock   01606 833489  Wednesday 9 pm (free)
Middlewich  Boar’s Head     01606 833191  Sunday evening
Mobberley  Bull’s Head    01565 880105    Thursday evening
Mobberley  Church Inn    01565 872651    Thursdays 9 pm
Nantwich  Black Lion     01270 628711  Monday 8.30 pm

 Nantwich  Leopard   01270 480484.  Tuesday 8.30 pm
 Nantwich   Peacock    01270 624069   Wednesday 9 pm
Northwich Bowling Green  01606 42333  Tuesday evening
Northwich Quayside   01606 333618  Sunday 9 pm
Penketh   Ferry Tavern      01925 791117   Sunday 9 30 pm
Pickmere  Elms       01565 733395    Thursday evening
Rainow   Rising Sun     01625 424235    Thursday evening
Sandbach Limes   01270 763506  Tuesday 9.30 pm

 Warrington Chapelford Farm 01925 717732   Tuesday 9 pm
 Warrington Hoop & Mallet  01925 419182   Thursday 9 pm
Warrington  Dog & Partridge 01925 813915  Tuesday evening
 Warrington Ring o’ Bells  01925 634035  Wednesday 9.30 pm
 Warrington Hoop & Mallet  01925 419182   Thursday 9 pm
Willaston Nag’s Head  01270 650176  Thursday cash prize
Wilmslow King William     01625 524022  Every Sunday evening
Wilmslow Unicorn   01625 528351  Wednesday 9 pm
Winnington Winnington Lodge 01606 74217 Tuesday evening 9 pm
Winsford   Red Lion 01606 552285 Every Sunday evening
Wrenbury Cotton’s Arms  01270 780 377  Friday 9 p.m.

? ? ? LISTINGS; PUB QUIZ (The Inquisition) ? ? ?

FREE listings;
tell us your music

or quiz details.

Please phone
the pub

for confirmation
before travelling.

The Editor
accepts

no responsibility
for changing

circumstances
and lives in
a state of
perpetual
ignorance.
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Advertise with us - let our readers be your customers!
Out Inn Cheshire welcomes new advertisers, no matter what your business.
Reach 50,000 discerning readers!
We publish quarterly, with a print run of 14,000
being distributed free to over 400 pubs, off-licences
and other outlets across the county.
We are happy to design your ad for you!

New advertisers are always welcome.
Out Inn Cheshire is a not-for-profit publication of
the Campaign for Real Ale; itself a not-for-profit
Consumer Group. Printing costs are funded entirely
by advertising income. We accept advertising from
just about anybody, so long as it does not offend
our campaigning or other sensibilities!

ADVERTISING RATES
Colour Black & White

Small £75 £50
Medium £150 £90
Full page £300 £180
advertising@outinncheshire.co.uk
Substantial discounts for regular slots

Next Issue;
Copy Deadline; 1 May
Publishing Date; 1 June (approx)

EDITORIAL
DETAILS

Telephone: 01565-653096 (H)
E-mail:
editor@outinncheshire.co.uk
Website:
www.outinncheshire.co.uk

Edited by George Symes
Production & Technical
Support by unbroken.co.uk
Published by
the Cheshire
branches
of the
Campaign
for Real Ale

Views expressed herein are
those of the individual authors
and are not necessarily
supported by the editor or
CAMRA
Printed by
Delmar Press (Colour Printers) Ltd
of Wall Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire
CW5 5LS
01270 624122   Fax: 01270 626841
E-mail: info@delmarpress.co.uk

YOUR RIGHTS
You should receive a
full pint, not 90% - don’t
hesitate to ask for a top up.
If you suffer a poor
customer experience, let
the staff know, politely.
If they won’t put things
right, then as appropriate
contact Trading Standards
or Environmental Health
(-or call us!).
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The Leopard
33 London Road, Nantwich, CW5 6LJ
Phone: 01270 611497

Leopard Nantwich

The Cross Keys
2 Duke Street, Chester, CH1 1RP
Phone: 01244 344460
Email: crosskeyschester@mail.com
Web: www.crosskeyschester.co.uk

The Mere Inn
58 Crewe Road, Alsager, ST7 2HA
Phone: 01270 879409
Web: www.themereinn.co.uk

The Mere Alsager

Complimentary Homemade Sausage Rolls every
Friday at 5pm at all of our Joule's Tap Houses

Joule’s Brewery Taps
For the best Cra� Ales & tasty beers

Joule’s Brewery, Great Hales Street, Market Drayton, TF9 1JP 01630 654400 www.joulesbrewery.co.uk

Find us on facebook for the latest Joule’s Brewery news and events


