NORTH CHESHIRE
Covers Warrington and Vale Royal, including Frodsham, Lymm and Northwich.
Meetings are usually held in the Warrington/Northwich area, with regular surveys of outlying areas.
New members and formerly inactive members are especially welcome.
Branch contacts;
Rupert Adams
contact@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
Nicholas Bosley chairman@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
Out Inn Cheshire articles or adverts: Jeff Bouch
oiccoordinator@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
If anything of remotest interest is happening in your local, let these guys know!

www.northcheshirecamra.org.uk/
North Cheshire Pub of the Year 2014:
North Cheshire Club of the Year 2014:

Helter Skelter, Frodsham
Appleton Thorn Village Hall

CAMRA DIARY
All Weekday events start at 8 pm unless specified otherwise.
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12-13 Sept; Culcheth Beer Festival, Culcheth Sports Club.
Mon 15 Sept; Branch Meeting, Swan Hotel, Tarporley
19-20 Sept; Northwich Beer Festival Winnington Park Recreation Club, Northwich
19-20 Sept; Kingsley Cricket Club Beer Festival Kingsley Cricket Club
Tues 2 Sept; Winwick/Burtonwood survey, meet at Chapel House, Burtonwood
Sat 27 Sept; Liverpool Organic Beer Festival. Tickets required; see website for details.
Sat 4 Oct;
Branch 40th Anniversary, Bulls Head, Warrington. See website for tickets.
Weds 8 Oct; Branch Meeting, the Ferry, Penketh
Weds 22 Oct; Delamere/Cotebrook Survey, meet at the Carriers
30 Oct – 1 Nov; Appleton Thorn Village Hall Beer Festival, Appleton Thorn
Mon 3 Nov; Branch Meeting, the Salt Barge, Marston
Fri 14 Nov; Cheshire Beer Festival, Chester Racecourse (Evening Session) (See P. 7)
14 - 15 Nov; Barnton Cricket Club Beer Festival, Barnton Cricket Club
Mon 24 Nov; Stockton Heath survey, meet at the Red Lion
For latest updates visit http://northcheshirecamra.org.uk

Is There Anybody Out There?
North Cheshire CAMRA branch is celebrating its 40th birthday
in October. All current members on email have been invited
to the celebration and we have been seeking out former
Chairmen and committee members who would like to come
along and meet old friends.
If you have been an active member (held a Committee role) of
North Cheshire CAMRA or are a current member, but have not
received an invite and are interested in attending our celebration
please contact membershipsecretary@northcheshirecamra.org.uk.
Following their victory as local CAMRA Pub of the Year, Helter Skelter in Frodsham
was an excellent runner-up in the Cheshire competition for the second consecutive year,
narrowly beaten by Congleton’s Young Pretender.
Our commiserations to Nic and the team; twice the bridesmaid….

Where’s That Pub?
The last teaser certainly had a few people scratching their heads!
The decorative design shown can be found above the doorway
to the Rodney in Warrington. It harks back to the one time
brewers and owners of the establishment, Peter Walker,
whose brewery was, of course, just across the road.
For this month’s test of your powers of observation, we stick with
the same brewery.
In the beer garden of which pub can the splendid old lamp and
statue pictured here be found?
Nick T
An editorial outing led me to the Salt Barge in
Marston. Opposite the Lion Salt Works, this is
something of a gem, dating from 1861. There
were several cask beers on sale in the quiet
historic interior and I was able to enjoy a very
tasty half of Merlin’s Gold while browsing the
many pictures and notes referring to the local
salt extraction industry.
Popular with walkers, it is near Marbury
Country Park and not far from the Anderton
Boat Lift.
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Use it or lose it? - You’ve lost it!
Following the total withdrawal of the Warrington to Altrincham bus
services 37 and 38 in July, there are now no evening buses between the
two towns. This has an impact on the North Cheshire CAMRA area.
No longer will the pub users of Warrington be able to have an evening out
in Thelwall or Lymm (we have had several CAMRA meetings in these
places) without having to resort to the car or a nominated driver.
The same applies for the Trafford and Hulme residents who would use the 37 or 38 buses
to get to Lymm for an evening out. Likewise, residents of Lymm, Statham, Thelwall and
Grappenhall no longer have the bus as an option to travel into Warrington.
Although following interventions from the local MP and Councillors, the Network Warrington
service 5 has been re-introduced through to Altrincham in the off-peak, instead of
terminating at Warburton, and a daytime service 35 brought in off-peak to serve the
A56 road past the Jolly Thresher and the Wheatsheaf, nothing has been done to replace
the evening provision.
The Council has not seen fit to support the service for some time, and so is reluctant
to do so now.
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This could be the shape of things to come; the thin end of the wedge. A local bus strategy
on which the Council will shortly consult, will establish an order of priority for funding to
support socially necessary bus services, we understand. In other words; what can we cut?
Not for the first time has it been mentioned that it is proposed to end all evening services
at 9 pm. How will this affect town centre businesses, especially the pubs, which rely
on evening trade? Taxi firms will be rubbing their hands!
If these changes affect you, then
please contact your local Borough or Parish Councillors, and your MP
It has been by such action by a number of constituents that has helped
to introduce the changes to service 5.

Inn Brief
Up in Croft, Jason Smith arrived early in June at the Plough after the pub had been closed
for 4 months, with plans to offer 2 rotating guest beers. We will see how he is getting on
when we deliver this issue of the mag.
Over in Glazebury new licensees Rob and Rowena had moved into the Chat Moss a few
weeks earlier although we missed them when we called. Hopefully they can reverse the
fortunes of a pub which has seemed to struggle in recent years.
Meanwhile the Raven has added a second guest beer from the Marston’s stable.
In Warrington the Ring o’ Bells on Church Street closed suddenly in May only to reopen
under new licensees in July. As we went to press it’s too early to say what the future holds
for this lovely old pub, which has been plagued by frequent changes of licensee of late.
The Bull’s Head is now offering a real cider, as is the Orford a few miles north. Anything to
do with a certain cider-drinking CAMRA member who can be spotted at both? Staying in
Warrington, unfortunately cask appears to have disappeared from both the Palmyra and
Cromwells in the town centre whilst the Dog House, formerly the Old Town House,
re-opened end May as a live music bar with 2 cask ales normally available, opening 5
evenings a week as we went to press.
There’s good news as well on the outskirts with 2 new builds. Firstly Marston’s opened the
Skymaster in July near Gemini, a food-led pub with 3 regular beers and one guest, all as
usual from the Marston’s stable. On the former Fordton Leisure site just off the A49, Holt’s
plan to open the Stonemill in September, a joint venture with Touchwood Restaurants so
a focus on food can be expected. As we went to press we heard that the range of beers
at Holt’s other Warrington pub, the Millhouse at Houghton Green, is being extended to
include several genuine guest ales. More news next time.
Congratulations to Wayne Morris, licensee of Hyde’s Hoop & Mallet, Callands, winner of
both the brewery’s cellar and tenant of the year awards for 2014. Four cask ales are
normally available including one from Hyde’s boutique Studio range.
Over in Burtonwood both the closed Bridge and Elm Tree were still standing when we
passed, but visibly in very poor shape, with the Bridge having been set alight by vandals.
Around the corner the Catholic Club’s brief fling with cask ale has ended, whereas the
Chapel House seems to be thriving and has extended to 3 ales.
In Stockton Heath, Costello’s now has LocAle accreditation for its excellent range of
Dunham Massey and Lymm beers. We are hearing rumours that the Mulberry Tree may be
included in a batch of pubs that the Spirit Group plan to sell off, so that’s another to watch.
A ‘To Let’ sign appeared outside the
Ring o’ Bells, Stretton in July which
we hope does not bode badly for this
proper community pub (left) and previous
local CAMRA award winner.
More about this next time.
Meanwhile in Northwich the long-closed
Beehive seems to have been sold and
destined to be converted into offices.
Up to 3 Weston ciders are normally on
at the Horseshoe, Kingsley whilst in
Weaverham the Wheatsheaf now offers
3 cask ales often including Weetwood.
Further south the first beer festival at Egerton Arms, Little Budworth appears to
have been a raging success; we look forward to the next one! Thwaites Original plus
five ever-changing guest beers are on the menu at this dynamic pub.
RH
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Charity Beer and Bus Trip June 2014
After several months’ planning, it was a sunny day that greeted the first beer and bus trip
between Warrington and Altrincham via Lymm. This public event was a combined effort by
EAM Care Group, Wigan Transport Trust and North Cheshire CAMRA.
It was to raise money for EAM Lodge which cares for young adults with complex health needs
and disabilities, by introducing travellers to pubs they do not usually visit to enjoy the food and
drink. It was also an opportunity to encourage members of the public to join CAMRA.
A number of our members started from Altrincham whilst others started from the other end
at Warrington. Our group starting early in Altrincham discovered (to our dismay) that the
Old Market Tavern was not open until twelve; just we were due to catch the bus!
We sped off towards Lymm; verifying en-route that the Olde No 3 in Little Bollington was open
for business, and alighted at the next stop; the Wheatsheaf at Broomedge. Here we tried
Hyde’s beers including Retired and Cupo del Munson while sunning ourselves in the beer
garden.
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A short walk up to the Jolly Thresher
(right) revealed both the Everards Tiger
and Beer Studio Terre Rouge to be
very palatable. From the beer garden,
the food looked and smelled good, but
due to our time constraints we did not
have time to try it.
Back on the bus to the Brewery Tap
in Lymm to sample a variety of
Dunham Massey beers including the
current Champion Winter Beer of
Britain, Dunham Porter as well as
trying the pies from the deli just up the
road- that was lunch!
Towards Warrington, we dropped off at Statham for the Star and then at
Thelwall for the Little Manor (below left) and the Pickering Arms (next page) which were both
busy because it was Rose Queen Day.
In Warrington after a short walk,
the first port of call was the
9 Gallon, where we were
surprised to discover that
Muirhouse (complete with
Tartan pump clip) was actually
brewed in Derbyshire!
The next watering place was the
Barley Mow, where continuing
our Scottish theme we tried Lord
of the Glen. Sadly there was no
pump clip to tells us, but we think
it was brewed by Hart of Preston
and it was good. Photographs of
old Warrington adorn the walls.
The Lower Angel, home of Tipsy Angel brewing, had a range of Angel beers and
ever changing guest beers.
>>>

>>>
Back towards the bus stop the
Tavern; home of 2&9 Brewery and the
Brewery Tap for 4T’s Brewery, and our
group sampled a range of their excellent
beers along with some Mallinson’s.
Then it was time to board the last bus to
make the return journey to Altrincham and
the Unicorn for something to eat before
enjoying some more delicious Dunham
Porter in Costello’s.
On the final journey from Warrington the
double-decker bus was nearly full and a
straw poll of the travellers gave very
positive feedback. Everybody had enjoyed
their day, thought it had been worthwhile
and would do it again. All pubs listed in the
programme (and others) had been visited
by a wide variety of travellers and there
had been a good range of food and drink .
Our own small group enjoyed the day
although we were a little ambitious in
thinking what we could achieve in the time;
we did not manage to visit every place or do much dining. That leaves us something for
next time!
JRB

Charity Beer Festival in Warrington
Oktoberfest 18 is at Parr Hall, Warrington from 2-4 October, organised by Warrington Rotary.
Over 60 cask ales plus ciders. Live music every session. All profits go to local charities and
two international charities. £5 entry, plus free pint glass souvenir. Open Thursday and Friday
7.30-11.30, Saturday 12.30-4 and 6-11.30 See www.warringtonoktoberfest.org.uk

The Freemasons Arms
Chester Road
Castle

THE LOWER ANGEL
HOME OF THE TIPSY ANGEL MICRO BREWERY

Northwich
The Freemasons might not be the
largest pub in Castle but if you want
any or all of the following :-

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

GREAT REAL ALE
CONVIVIAL AND
KNOWLEDGEABLE
HOST
GOOD COMPANY

this is the place to be seen.
Les has a frequent change of excellent guest ales and
knows how to keep them in top condition.
TRY IT AND SEE.

6 EVER CHANGING REAL ALES
INCLUDING OUR OWN IN-HOUSE
BEERS
Great range of over 60 Malt Whiskies
Friendly welcome from the “A Team”
of
Andy, Andrew & Aidan
27 Buttermarket Street
WARRINGTON WA1 2LY
www.lowerangel.co.uk

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE
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Around of Clubs
Derek & Alison celebrated 10 years at Appleton
Thorn Village Hall in June, with beer at 2004 prices
on the night; a very acceptable £1.80 a pint!
Shortly afterwards they learnt that they had beaten
arch rival, and current National Champion, Barnton
Cricket Club, into second place in both the local
CAMRA and the Merseyside and Cheshire Regional
competitions 2014, with Grappenhall Sports Club
a very creditable third.
So a clean sweep in the Regional competition for
North Cheshire clubs! The presentation of both
awards will probably be in September.
Cask ale in the form of Wells’ Burning Gold has
recently been spotted at Monk S&S Club, Woolston.
If you are a member and drink there regularly it
would be good to hear from you.
Unfortunately Hartford Social Club closed its doors
for a final time in June after a spat with HMRC over
an unpaid bill. We believe the owners plan to sell
the site, possibly for car parking.
Just outside the branch boundary (unfortunately!)
Brunning and Price are converting historic Bostock
Green Social Club into a pub, the Hayhurst Arms,
due to open at the end of the year. Expect the usual
style and panache amidst this model Georgian and
Victorian estate village.
RH

The
Crown
Inn

Crown Lane
Lower Peover, Knutsford

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Come try our excellent freshly cooked food
and wide range of fine cask ales.
Open 12-3, 5.30-11 Mon-Sat, 12-10.30 Sun
Varied specials menu
Food served every day
12 – 2 & 6.30 – 9 (12 – 5.30 Sundays)
Tuesday Quiz (9.30 pm)
Thursday; Pie Night!
tel. 01565 – 722074
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Around Lymm and Thelwall
One or two changes since the last report. The Venue in Lymm now offers two cask beers,
with Taylor Landlord being served alongside the Black Sheep. The Golden Fleece is now
serving at least three guest beers complementing the regular Thwaites Wainwright, and is a
welcome addition to the guest beer scene in the village. The Bull’s Head continues to offer
a beer from the Hydes’ portfolio alongside the Bitter, with Beer Studio beers also making an
appearance, as well as other guests. The Spread Eagle continues to supply a range of
Lees’ beers, and Lees’ Bitter can also be found in Saddlers, alongside Marston’s Bitter and
a rotating guest. The Brewery Tap usually has at least six beers on tap from the Lymm
Brewery, situated in the pub, or from the parent Dunham Massey brewery.
Up by the church, the Church Green generally has two cask beers on to
accompany your meal, often from Caledonian, but Robinson’s Dizzy
Blonde was available on a visit over the summer.
Further along the A56, the Crown provides a selection of beers from
Greene King, whilst down in Statham the Star (see right) has re-opened,
initially serving Wainwright as a regular cask ale.
The bar in the Statham Lodge Hotel serves one cask beer, with beers
from the local Lymm brewery often being available.
Further out from Lymm, the Jolly Thresher at Broomedge serves Hyde's
Bitter, with another cask from Hyde's, and also a Beer Studio offering and
a guest; Bateman’s Yella Belly on a resent visit. Hyde's Bitter is the regular beer in the
Wheatsheaf. As well as a range of Thwaite’s beers, the Barn Owl is still notching up the
guests, often with three or four on tap to enjoy whilst viewing the activity on the Bridgewater
Canal. The Green Dragon also offers a couple of Thwaites beers alongside one guest;
breweries as far apart as Oakham and Broughton have been spotted in recent months.
The Pickering Arms had a change at Easter, and Weetwood Cheshire Cat is the regular
beer, normally backed up with a second beer. Down the road at the Little Manor, Brunning &
Price Original and Coach House Cromwell are regulars with four or five guests, often from
local breweries. Like the Barn Owl and Brewery Tap, this pub has LocAle status.

Take a walk on the Mild side
If in another less complicated life, you ever find yourself charged with invading a hostile
territory; then I hope you are fortunate enough to have the services of North Cheshire
CAMRA’s strategic advisors. Having been press-ganged onto their beer and skittles trips
before, I know how thorough their planning is in order to extract the last drop of enjoyment
from the veritable cornucopia of real ale on offer!
However, not even the Spanish Inquisition could have expected the total disruption a concert
by the group “One Direction” would cause to the tram timetables on the day of our excursion
through Manchester and its satellite towns!
Between you and me, dear reader, there was much furrowing of brows and twitching of a
luxurious beard due to all the conflicting information received until we were rescued from
our plight by a kindly lady from the Co-op.
Eventually we caught the East Lanc’s Railway’s treasured ancient diesel to Rawtenstall and
collapsed in the Bufferstops Bar. We were very impressed by the atmosphere and friendly
service and first drink of the day was, appropriately, a light mild, Riverhead; White Moss Mild.
Excellent; so excellent, dear fellow beer drinker, that I had more!
The distinctive hoot of the Great Marquis
steam locomotive alerted us to “sup up” and
continue back down the line to that sparkling
dewdrop on the red rose of Lancashire,
Ramsbottom.
The pubs here were very good and varied.
We tried the Oaks first and then onto a
cheeky little funky bar, the First Chop.
Their own brew Ava was beautifully crafted for
a summer evening’s session.
It was an uphill trek to the Major and a slightly disoriented walk, where we lost our way
temporarily, downhill to the Irwell Works Brewery Tap. If you want outstanding quality
beers and a light and airy atmosphere with great views of the town from the first floor bar,
look no further. Unfortunately the meticulously planned schedule meant we could not linger
and re-boarded the train to alight at Summerseat.
The Footballers Inn had great views from its beer garden, a home made outside skittle alley
but only a couple of beers on. Back in Bury we sampled the delight of the Trackside Bar
where one of our party resourcefully protected his head from sunburn with a hat made from
a carrier bag.
The sun was indeed bathing the streets in a mellow, golden glow as we pitched up at the
Automatic Cafe (The Met) a modern and stylish bar serving something for real ale lovers.
It was here where two of our party had a meal while the rest drank like continentals at tables
on the street.
The Robert Peel, a Wetherspoons pub was next. We ate a good value meal here but they
were experiencing a few problems with beer pumps so we stumbled into the Two Tubs next
door for some Thwaites Nutty Slack Mild before we set course for the tram station.
The Monkey House was an accidental find and we could not pass up a chance to sample
its amusingly named “Spunky Monkey”. That proved to be our farewell to Bury before
journeying back into, hopefully, the Right Direction.
Into the city centre we split into two groups, the more adventurous and beer hardy chose to
visit the Marble Arch and the Angel, the others returning to Northwich.
So if you ever fancy a walk on the Mild side to Bury and beyond, you are welcome to follow
in our footsteps. If “One Direction” are playing Manchester forget it, unless of course you
have the help of a kind lady from the Co-op!
JS
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