HALTON
CAMRA DIARY

Meetings start at 8.30 pm unless shown otherwise

Tue 7 Oct; Branch Meeting, Crown, Widnes (provisional)
Sat 6 Dec; Christmas Pub Crawl (details tba)
Tue 16 Dec; Branch Meeting, Beechwood, Runcorn (provisional)
Trips;
Branch info;

Paul Miller 07837 749614
paul.miller@thermo.com
David Gray 01925 727787
david.grey11@btinternet.com
www.halton.camra.org.uk

Inns in the sun
On a Sunday afternoon in July, my brother-in-law and I completed a nine mile rural ramble
along the eastern fringes of Halton Borough beginning at Runcorn East rail station.
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Heading north along the Bridgewater
Canal towpath past Daresbury
laboratory's iconic white tower,
we reached Moore's Red Lion in under
an hour.
Smartly coordinated, traditional-looking
and replete with ornaments, paintings
and old movie posters, this food-led
establishment has several areas; one
including a pool table and is committed
to serving serve at least two cask ales.
Well's Bombardier and enjoyable
Theakston's Black Bull.

Onward up Hobb Lane, we crossed the A56 and
connected with footpaths traversing the rolling
fields to the back of Daresbury's All Saints church,
famous for its stained glass windows depicting
Lewis Carroll's Alice in Wonderland characters.
Across the road from All Saints church is the Cask
Marque-accredited Ring o' Bells, which has
undergone tremendous improvement for the better
under new management since last year.
Mainly a restaurant, there is a bar area as well as
exterior seating out front and back should the
weather be fair. Moreover, it maintains five cask
LocAles at all times, which I have always found in
excellent condition.
Weetwood's Mad Hatter and Frodsham's Devil's
Garden, Buzzin, Danny and Flaxen Jade graced
the bar; while my brother went for the malty yet
sweet, flowery Mad Hatter I chose the deep red
malty Devil's Garden, with its hints of forest fruit.
Both were absolutely delicious. Staff were friendly
and hospitable and the Ring o' Bells certainly
deserves support from ale enthusiasts.
>>>

>>>
South from Daresbury, the way-marked 'Lewis Carroll Walk' guided us through
Daresbury Delph (with marvellous views towards Frodsham Hill and Helsby Crag),
Newtonbank Farm and the M56 subway towards Preston-on-the-Hill village, from where we
continued along a quiet lane and footpath to the Trent and Mersey Canal, which leads
straight to Dutton's Tunnel Top.
Refurbished since the change of landlord this year it has
a more spacious and open feel, perhaps less cosy.
Importantly, it continues to serve up to three cask ales
and low-priced, home-cooked meals.
Weetwood's Best Bitter selling at a frugal £2.15 had just
finished on our arrival; the remaining ales were Salopian's
Oracle and Big Shed's Sentinel. Salopian is a golden,
hoppy ale and each of us agreed it had the edge over
the amber-coloured Sentinel, which, judging from the
cloudy appearance, looked like an unfined ale.
It was a sunny, summer's day and we chatted with affable locals along the way.
On reflection, when considering these three cask ale pubs on Halton's rustic edges
alongside the many others in urbanised Runcorn, Weston, Widnes and Hale, it's a plausible
assertion that this modestly-sized borough that occupies barely more than 3% of the
county's area, punches well above its weight for broad-ranging quality, cask ale outlets.
Furthermore, four of Halton's pubs are listed in CAMRA's 2014 Good Beer Guide and three
of them are "LocAle" accredited; there are some gems in there, do give Halton a visit!
AH

TRAFFORD & HULME
We cover the Borough of Trafford - that's places like Altrincham, Sale, Stretford and
Urmston plus Hulme (west of Princess Road), a large chunk of Manchester City Centre
and some bits of north east Cheshire.
All members, old and new are warmly welcomed. See www.thcamra.org.uk

CAMRA DIARY
For the latest events, please visit the branch web site
Thur 4 Sep; Branch meeting 8 pm, venue tbc
Sat 6 Sept; Sale Stroll A tour of all Sale’s pubs. 12 noon The Bridge (Dane Road),
4 pm Waterfront, 6 pm Vine. For full itinerary see website.
Thur 9 Oct; Branch AGM Venue tbc.
Election of branch officers, contact secretary@thcamra.org.uk for details
Contact: enquiries@thcamra.org.uk. Phone 07879 880963 . Or E-mail Jon Gobbett at
membership@thcamra.org.uk

Summer Pub of the season - Old Market Tavern, Altrincham
Since John and Glover Linda took over in 2005, the pub has been transformed into a
thoroughly enjoyable place to participate drinking
fantastic beers. In 2008 it was local CAMRA Pub of
the Year and it has been featured in CAMRA's Good
Beer Guide ever since.
Although the OMT is owned by Punch Taverns,
John has an excellent agreement which allows
him to choose which beers he wants. Six ales are
permanent; Deuchars IPA, George Wright's Drunken
Duck & Northern Lights, Taylor's Landlord, Phoenix
Arizona and Facers DHB, with a further five hand
pumps reserved for guest beers from far and wide.
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HIGH PEAK
HP& NE Cheshire CAMRA covers Poynton, Disley and Kettleshume in NE Cheshire,
plus Hayfield and Glossop in Derbyshire and Droylsden, Mossley, Hyde,
Ashton, and Stalybridge in Greater Manchester.
The Branch website is at : www.hpneccamra.org.uk
Contact;
Lawrence Bamber on 01625 876469, lolbamber@aol.com
or Tom Lord, jenni.lord@tiscali.co.uk

CAMRA DIARY(start at 8 pm, unless otherwise stated):
Mon Sep 8; Glossop Labour Club
Sat Oct 4;
Poynton Social to include certificate presentations. Details from Branch contact.
Mon Oct 13; Wharf Tavern, Caroline Street, Stalybridge
Mon Nov 10; White Lion, A 6, Disley
NB Most meetings are on 2nd Monday of the Month, commencing at 8 pm

Poynton Double Award - Pub and Club of the Year
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High Peak & North East Cheshire CAMRA is pleased to announce the selections for the
Club and Pub of the Year 2014 in Cheshire, both being in Poynton: the Cask Tavern on
Park Lane and the Royal British Legion, St George's Road West.
We plan to make the presentations to both of these worthy winners on the afternoon of
Saturday October 4.

Poynton Perambulations
In addition to the house beers of Black Sheep and Thwaites Original, at the Boar's Head,
Higher Poynton, Brains SA Gold has put in a guest appearance. All have been enjoyed in
good form. A recent sight which resembled Shrek outside the pub entrance was their entry
in the Summer Fest Scarecrow competition entitled; The Ogre's Breakfast.
Robinson’s Farmer's Arms on Park Lane should have reopened by the time you read this
after a 12 week closure for a major extension & refurbishment. We await the results with
eager anticipation.
The Award Winning Cask Tavern on Park Lane showcases the full range of Bollington
Brewery beers. It does not have: Fosters; Guinness; Carling or Strongbow.
British Legion Club, St Georges Way West, in addition to showcasing the Worth Brewery
(in house) beers, the Club has local & national real ales. At the time of our visit , the
following were seen; Worth Redacre; a rich ruby ale, Dark Star HopHead, Pictish Summit
and Storm Downpour. All were on good form!
Wetherspoons Kingfisher London Road South has a regular range of London Pride,
Ruddles, Doom Bar & Abbott. Additional guest beers seen recently include Moorhouses
On Yer Bike, Partners Triple Hop, the straw coloured wheat beer Saltaire Amarillo Gold,
Old Speckled Hen, Dunscar Bridge Northern Storm and Kelham Island Crimson Steel,
a very hoppy beer, and my favourite of this selection.
The Bull's Head, London Road North; Poynton's only Free House goes from strength to
strength, now with a fully operational beer garden.
Regular real ale Thwaites Original is joined by another 3 hand pumps dispensing a wide
variety of brews both LocAle & national. Recent sightings include include Beartown,
Lancaster, Storm, Copper Dragon, Wincle, Brains, Jennings; and my favourite; Cross Bay
from Morecambe. At the time of our visit, the Nightfall Pale Bitter was on top form, and the
best of the brews available. The Lancaster Blonde came a close second!
Definitely worth a visit.

SOUTH CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY
Thur 11 Sept;
Sun 21 Sept;
Sat 25 Oct;
Tues 25 Nov;
Mon 15 Dec;

6.30, Railway Inn: Audley Road, Alsager. Social, to sample the 1st Annual
Counties Beer Festival at the pub. Very close to Railway Station.
1.15, Travellers Rest: Alpraham. Branch Meeting.
Arriva Bus 84;12.35 from Crewe.
12.30 , Middlewich Royal British Legion; Lewin Street. Branch Meeting.
Arriva Bus 37 from Crewe; 11.05. Followed by survey of local pubs.
8 pm. Foresters Arms: Winterley: Branch Meeting.
Arriva Bus 38, 19.20 from Crewe. Later buses are D&G.
7.30, Albert's Corner, Crewe. Committee Meeting.
Please double check any of the above events at www.southcheshire.camra.org.uk
just in case the timings/locations have been changed.

Plus;

Every Monday evening in Crewe; CAMRA / SPBW social,
7.30 pm in the Borough Arms (3 beers at reduced prices)
then 9.30 pm in HOPS (all beers £2 a pint).
All our events are open to any CAMRA member,
anyone who likes beer or pubs,
and anyone who is just curious to see what is going on!

A mostly rural area, but including the towns of Crewe, Middlewich,
Nantwich, Sandbach, Alsager and Winsford.
Branch Contacts:
Derek Davey
01270 761039
Ian Bray
01270 252045
Paul Hext
0784 6657833 (m)
Kez Challacombe 0779 4352191 (m)

d.davey45@btinternet.com
styrian@gmx.co.uk
h3xtyp@hotmail.co.uk
kez.chal@yahoo.co.uk

Sandbach News:
The Military Arms, Congleton Road, has been brightened up, with a new light wood floor,
new furniture and décor, with the fireplace on the left and tiling on the right remaining.
The food carvery counter has been taken out which opens up the right hand side, and a
new chef is offering his menu with all home made food. The permanent beers are Jennings
Cumberland, Taylor Landlord, Old Speckled Hen, and John Smiths cask, with one revolving
guest beer, (a decent pint of Lancaster Blonde on our visit). Weetwood Cheshire Cat was
spotted there recently, too.
The Beer Emporium, Welles Street, continues to sell three draught beers alongside its
range of bottled ales, with Merlin and
Cheshire Brewhouse often featured with other local micros.
The Cricketers Arms, Crewe Road had an
excellent selection of cask beers at time of
our visit; Beartown, Cottage, Tatton and
Crossbay. For those looking forward to the
new football season, [for American readers,
this means Soccer], the Cricketers can cater
for all your needs: Sky, BT Sports, four HD
screens and a great range of real ales, plus a
beer discount during live-play transmissions.
DD
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The Railway Inn, Audley Road, Alsager re-opened as a free house in June with nine real
ales on tap. Victorian in origin, the name was changed from the Railway to the Yeoman
in the sixties. It was bought from a PubCo in early 2014 by Reclamation Inns; a small
company based in Stafford with one other pub; the Black Boy Inn, in Bridgnorth.
The pub has undergone a total
internal refit into three distinct
drinking/seated areas with
improvements to the exterior fabric of
the building and the beer garden.
The overall result is very pleasing
with a mix of wood and tiled flooring,
unpretentious furniture and railway
memorabilia.
Pride of place is a 1900 mural,
protected by a glass frame, depicting
a stylised Midlands Railway 4-2-2
steam locomotive. The pub sign is
also worthy of note, being a painting
of LMS Royal Scot class, 4-6-0 locomotive.
Nine hand pumps serve a wide range of cask beers, including LocAles.
Card carrying CAMRA members have a 10% discount on all real ales.
The Railway is open 10-11 (midnight Friday/Saturday), 12-10.30 Sunday. Food is simple baps and platters/antipasti, available between 12 and 6, except Sunday.
Community activities include a free entry quiz Tuesday nights at 8 pm and a “Free Pint” quiz
at 6 pm on Fridays. There is live music Fridays and Saturdays starting at 9 pm.
It is well worth visiting this pub, literally a few minutes walk from Alsager station.
The Railway Inn's “1st Annual Counties Beer Festival” runs from Thursday 11 to
Sunday 14 September, with 40 ales from Herefordshire, plus 20 ciders and wines from
Gloucestershire plus live music from 9 pm each night, 4 pm on Sunday.
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The Coconut Grove, Shavington cum Gresty is reverting to its original name of the
Cheshire Cheese. It has new tenants from June and real ales are still available.
Despite rumours, the Raven, Brookhouse Drive, Crewe is still open and serving a range
of real ales.
The Crown, Earle Street, Crewe is still closed, with no sign of immediate re-opening,
awaiting a suitable tenant. Lots of oddball theories abound as to who might have bought it,
most of them fanciful guesses.
The Earl Of Chester, Wistaston Road, Crewe re-opened after a short closure. Real ale is
still available.
The Foresters Arms, Crewe Road, Winterley
re-opened in July after a short closure for improvement works to the cellar and internal redecoration.
Now in the capable hands of licensee Liz Cooke, it is
a totally free house as regards the real ale choice.
A cosy friendly country local with a quiet atmosphere;
originally four cottages, it has three distinct drinking
areas. Low beams and a long, narrow bar.
A fireplace at each end of the building is decorated
with wood carvings by local craftsmen. When first
converted into a pub in the late 19th or early 20th century, the two easternmost cottages
were used, the other two remaining as residences. It sold 'Ind Coope's Burton Ale' in those
times. Later, the other two cottages were converted to make up the pub as you see it today.
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Seven hand pumps dispense a good range of real ales, all from small and medium sized
brewers. Lees MPA and Wood's Shropshire Lad are the two main house beers, with the
other hand pumps serving guest beers. Expect the same range of guest beers that used to
be found at the Lower Chequer, appearing regularly. The Arriva 37/38 bus stop is
conveniently outside the front door. A good, home made food range consists Hot Pot,
Ploughman’s and Lasagne; definitely no chips! Pork pies always available. Opening times
are 4.30 –11 week days, 12-11 Saturday and 12-10.30 Sunday. Food is available 4.30-6
Wednesday to Friday, 12-6 weekends. It is a dog friendly pub.

The Waldron on Prince Albert Street, Crewe
re-opened in July after an eight month closure
for a total internal refit and external spruce up.
Now known as Albert’s Corner it is part of
“Cheshire Taverns Limited”. Externally it looks
quite continental, with the green street level
window shutters set against white brickwork.
The internal refit is impressive with a good mix
of tiled, wooden and carpeted floors. Original
windows and iron pillars have been retained,
wood panelled walls and the carefully arranged
eclectic mix of seating, add to a general
atmosphere of spaciousness.
Four hand-pumps are the central feature of the long bar, serving Beartown and Titanic beers
at the time of our visit. A wide ranging food menu will suit all tastes. Opening hours are 9
am-11 pm Monday-Wednesday; midnight Thursday; 1 am Friday/Saturday; 12-11 Sundays.
Food is available from 9.30 am until 9 pm.
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JOULE’S RE-OPEN THE OLDEST BUILDING IN SANDBACH
Joule’s Brewery re-opened the Lower Chequer, Sandbach in August. The Shropshire
brewery bought the pub last year and has refurbished the building sensitively, removing
Seventies covering to reveal the original timber beams. The effect is very impressive.
Close to the famous Saxon Crosses at the head of the Market Square it is claimed to be
the oldest building in Sandbach. This is the first of Joule’s “Craft Beer Bars”.
Trudie Meredith, Marketing Controller for Joule’s commented, ‘The Lower Chequer is an very
exciting project for us, the concept is very new for Joule’s, but the focus remains the same;
unmistakably high quality sophisticated crafted beer in good quality surroundings.
The beer offering will represent all types, styles and origins in both bottle and draught.
We plan to offer over 30 crafted beers from the core range, Joule’s Pale Ale, Slumbering
Monk and Blonde, through to crafted and bottled ciders’.
The pub’s Manager, Dean Carter
commented, “I am thrilled to be part of
this new concept. It’s good that Joule’s
is supporting this great historic pub.
I am very excited at the opportunity of
becoming a vital part of the community,
a pub Landlord and I pride myself on
serving the perfect pint.”
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The food offer will be simple tapas-style,
featuring options such as pork pies and
cheese platters. "It's about making beer
the hero," Managing director Steve
Nuttall said and referred to the Blue
Sack Craft Beer Bars concept as a
"slightly younger Bohemian cousin" of
its current beer pubs.
>>>

The Bhurtpore Inn
Aston, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 8DQ
Celebrating 21 years in CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide
& 18 years in the Good Pub Guide
11 Real Ales regularly available, Real Cider or Perry
Plus 11 Continental and Craft beers
Rated among Britain’s Top Ten Beer Pubs & Top Ten Whisky Pubs*
*Good Pub Guide

Huge range of bottled Beers, Ciders and Soft Drinks,
award winning Wine List and, of course,
our menu of freshly cooked locally sourced dishes to suit all tastes.

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Opening Times:
Monday – Thursday: Noon – 2.30, 6.30 – 11.30
Friday, Saturday: Noon – Midnight
Sunday: Noon – 11.00
01270 780917
www.bhurtpore.co.uk for general pub news
www.bhurtpore.com for beers, including what’s on now

>>>
There is immense history to the pub, dating as far
back as 1570. It is said that the ‘chequered board’ was used to
help educate customers to count their money, and the old
landlords of the pub were the money lenders to the locals.
An ancient horseshoe is nailed to the bar, a luck link that spans
400 years and the pub was one of Cheshire’s best known
coaching inns on the main route from Manchester to London.
Interestingly, the Chequer was first called the Church Inn after
worshippers and clerks from the Parish Church, 50 yards from
the inn used to quench their thirsts after services. The Chequer
is known to have a ghost called ‘You’, a stable hand who died
in his forties and his presence has been felt in the cellar.
When we had a preview of the pub, three of Joule’s own real
ales were complemented by two guest beers, Fell Brewery
Tinderbox IPA from Flookburgh in Cumbria and Thornbridge
Brother Rabbit. Beers from Cheshire Brewhouse and Offbeat
are expected soon. The Chequer is open noon till 11 pm daily
(midnight Friday & Saturday).

Support your Local - a reader writes
Hi, I am not a publican, I just like real pubs.
In Wheelock near Sandbach is the Commercial Hotel, near the canal. It is for sale by Aspire
and would be an opportunity for someone to have a free house and retain all the features of
a super old building and its large garden. It wants a lot of money spending on it but I would
hate to see it close. It would make a good site for a micro brewery as it has a large building
tagged on to the pub.
The pub is still open and not threatened with closure as far as I am aware. The licensees are
retiring; both have other jobs and have run the pub on limited hours, not or being able to do
food or fully exploit the potential.
[Georgian, grade II listed. Originally owned by Birkenhead Brewery Co. Very little change in interior in last 70 years.-Ed]

The Rising Sun
Station Road, Scholar Green, Cheshire ST7 3JT

Wade and Colleen offer you
a friendly welcome
as well as Good Food and
5 Real Ales (two rotating Guest Ales)
Open;
Monday-Thursday
Friday
Saturday Sunday

;
pub
ide come!
s
l
l
a
Can ters we
boa

12 - 3 and 5 - 11.30
Open All Day From 9.30 am-Midnight
Open All Day From 12 noon-Midnight

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Home-cooked locally sourced food available:
Afternoons:
Monday - Saturday 12 - 2.30, Sunday All Day 12 noon - 8
Evenings:
Monday - Friday 6 - 9, Saturday 5.30 - 9.30
Breakfast available: Friday 9.30 am - 12 noon

10% OFF Food Voucher

01782776235

www.risingsuncheshire.co.uk

Not to be used with any other offer;
e. g. 2 for £10, Sunday Lunch
or Steak Night
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Barrow Hill Rail Ale Festival
A group of 5 South Cheshire CAMRA
enthusiasts set off by train from Crewe, to
Norwich via Stockport and Chesterfield.
We shared a taxi at £2 per head to avoid the
queue for the hourly free bus to Barrow Hill.
A queue awaited us at the venue, but we
patiently relaxed in the sun outside admiring
“the only operational Roundhouse in Great
Britain stabling and servicing classic
locomotives”.
The festival was a rail enthusiasts dream
with an engine on a turntable in the middle
of the festival, a steam train giving free short trips up the line, food for all tastes (cheeses,
pies, burgers, Indian and Chinese), and a Cider and Perry Bar with over 50 boxed ciders.
Our £8 tickets gave us a modest discount for CAMRA members; a half pint of beer up to
5% strength. The highlight was a vast array of over 200 cask beers, laid out in 3 bars (plus
a separate craft beer bar). Featured was the Derbyshire Brewers Collective, whose
members work together to deliver high class real ale throughout the land..
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A gradual consumption of increasing strength beers followed, with a major highlight for us
being the 'Ale Satan', a Funfair Pale Ale at 6.7% scoring a rare maximum 5 on the CAMRA
beer quality scale. The winner was a session citrussy bitter called 'Slap in the Face' at 3.8%
by Totally Brewed of Nottingham.
We were well entertained by a New Orleans Jazz band who played very lively traditional
jazz; much enjoyed by everyone. Even with a surge of entrants on Friday afternoon, the
huge capacity festival was not full, with plenty of room to move around.
We left by taxi, fully sated to catch our train, though some of us cannot remember the
journey quite so well!
FS

