EAST CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY (8 pm unless stated otherwise)
Everyone is very welcome, member or not!

For the latest details please visit our
web-sites www.outinncheshire.co.uk
and www.eastcheshirecamra.org.uk

Wed 3 Sep; Campaigning meeting; Congleton Leisure Centre
Sat 13 Sep; Macclesfield Twissup crawl; start Treacle Tap 11 am.
Please register if you are going, with QR code aside;>
Sat 20 Sep; Chinley Old Hall Beer Festival social 13.00
Sat 27 Sep; Cheshire Pub of the Year; Young Pretender Congleton 14.00
Tue 7 Oct; Autumn Pub of the Season; Old Red Lion Holmes Chapel
Fri 17 Oct; Macclesfield Fun Crawl; start Waters Green Tavern 19.30
Everybody welcome - this is not just for CAMRA members!
Thu 23 Oct; Good Beer Guide initial musings; Old Dancer, Wilmslow
Tue 11 Nov; Campaigning meeting; Coach & Four, Wilmslow
14-15 Nov; Inaugural Cheshire Beer Festival. See Page 7 for details
Fri 28 Nov; Congleton Fun Crawl; start Leisure Centre 19.30
Everybody welcome - this is not just for CAMRA members!
We cover a large area including Macclesfield, Congleton, Holmes Chapel, Knutsford, and Wilmslow.

Local contacts
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Macclesfield: Keith Farman
01625 572460 Knutsford:
George Symes
01565 653096
Dave Hasler
01625 572640
Martin Baxter
01565 653675
Congleton:
Dave Gittins
01260 271593 Wilmslow:
Tim Walker
01625 418625
John Barber
01260 277391
Dave Pearce
01625 530152
Please contact us if you fancy joining us at one of our events. New faces are always welcome!

Knutsford
The Old Sessions House reopened after a brief closure for a refresh. The Legh Arms is
open too while the Oddfellows has re-emerged as the Folly with one cask beer. Time for
some surveying, methinks.

Tel 01260 289055/07861 718673

Pub of the Season - Jolly Sailor, Macclesfield
Sunderland Street has become one of the 'go to' real ale destinations in Macclesfield.
With the Waters Green Tavern on Waters Green at one end, and the RedWillow bar on
Park Green at the other, passing the Snow Goose and the Treacle Tap between the two,
as well as the Nag's Head, the Millstone, the Queen's and the George and Dragon, there
would seem to be no room for another. However, a corner pub that is frequently full of
punters is the Jolly Sailor, recently selected as our Summer Pub of the Season.
The Jolly has always had a loyal group of regulars, but since Glynn took over four years ago,
he and his team have built a reputation for good beer and a friendly welcome, which has
meant that more and more people are including this modest looking pub on their Sunderland
Street outings, as well as recommending it to visitors to the town.
The pub has retained its separate drinking areas,
decorated with a variety of objects and memorabilia.... on
our last visit, some time was spent admiring the Home
Front war posters in the corridor. There is what I can only
call an eclectically decorated outside drinking area as well
as a pair of rooms upstairs available for hire for meetings
and parties; these are also open for Sunday lunches.
Being a Punch Tavern, this restricts Glynn's beer choices,
but on the night of the presentation a very good Castle
Rock was on offer, as well as Everard's Tiger and Bass
(and many claim he serves the best Bass in the area)
these beers are not often available locally.
The regulars were out in force to celebrate the award with Glynn. It is great to see a pub
packed full of people just wanting to show their appreciation of what Glynn has achieved.
He was even presented with an extra certificate, drawn by one of his regulars.
There was one dissenting voice.... a mild “complaint” from a CAMRA member - he has
been visiting on Sunday night with friends for years, and often now can no longer sit in his
favourite corner! A victim of Glynn's success! He will of course still continue to visit, as he
says the pub is a real home from home. Make sure to include it in your next Macclesfield trip.

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE
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Featured Pub - Unicorn, Dean Row, Wilmslow
Everyone knows the Unicorn, don’t they? On the eastern
edge of Wilmslow, it’s a country pub but with easy access
to local towns and villages. It is cosy on those blustery,
cold winter evenings, while the recent good weather has
helped, too, with the beer garden adding an extra
dimension; drinking beer sitting outside in proper sunlight.
In recent months, it has gone from a run-of-the-mill, PubCo
“bog standard” back to a good, well-run local.
Gavin Tapping was assistant manager until 3 years ago
and was offered the chance to return as manager in 2013.
Subsequently his team has given the place a noticeable lift.
As a Chef & Brewer house, it’s part of the Spirit Pub Co
(and potentially prone to the risk of predictable beer choice) but a company-wide beer
festival in May showed off a selection of ales not usually available. The Unicorn earned an
award the best uplift in cask sales, group-wide. Happily this uplift in real ale sales continues.
The festival saw such beers as Black Sheep Bighorn, Dark Star’s Partridge, St Austell
Proper Job and York Brewery’s Guzzler attract terrific interest. Gavin is justly proud of
his cellar-management; he received full marks for all 4 ales from Cask Marque; the pub
proudly displaying a certificate to prove it.
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Gavin is a keen supporter of locally-brewed ales and, through the SIBA scheme, RedWillow,
Mobberley and Storm ales, among others are regularly available. In fact, one LocAle attracts
such interest that he only puts it on occasionally as it affects the sale of other beers. More
everyday ales from the company list are available too but our local representatives shine
here.
And the bad news? Well, Gavin’s efforts are much appreciated by the company and he has
moved to the Blacksmith’s Arms in Henbury. You’ve got to drop in and see what’s going to
happen there, haven’t you?
JC

THE

LORD MOUNTBATTEN
70 MILL ST, CONGLETON

Showcasing the best beers
from in and around
Cheshire
6 HANDPULLS
REAL CIDER
WORLD LAGERS

CHESHIRE’S
VERY OWN TAP
- KEEPING IT LOCAL
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Rose blooms again
The Rose & Crown at Allgreave has re-opened in the capable hands of Ian and Luda
Rottenbury, formerly of the Hanging Gate.
We will bring you a full report in due course, but here are a few notes from an initial visit.
When our correspondent called the pub was doing a good trade with the majority of people
dining. Two real ales are currently on but with the intention to add more. The Worth Redacre
was very tasty at £3.40 a pint. The other ale was a Jennings beer. Wincle Waller had just
finished.
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As far as we can see the opening
hours seem to be 11 - 11 every
day (not sure if Sunday is really
11 or 10.30). The pub is closed on
Mondays.
Meals are 12-2 lunchtime and from
6 pm evenings. There is a daily
menu (Sundays excepted) with a
choice of half a dozen starters
average price £7 and nine mains
at an average price of £15.
There is a separate Sunday menu
with a choice of roasts.
We understand the restaurant is
not ready yet but should be soon.
In the meantime people are eating
at the tables in the main part of the pub.
The pub is nicely decorated with newly laid wooden flooring and plenty of exposed beams.
It has a real fire too.
The blackboard outside the pub refers to B & B but we are not sure if they’re up and running
with that yet. More when we have it.

Award winning cask ales
& bottle conditioned beers
With over a decade of brewing
excellence and five Champion Beers
under our belt, we know that you’ll want
to ‘come round to our way of drinking’.

Our beers are brewed just as Mother Nature intended, without additives,
flavourings and colourings. We only use the finest natural ingredients,
pure hops and our carefully created blends of malts.

Tel: 01625 431234

email: stormbrewing@dsl.pipex.com
www.stormbrewing.co.uk

The Storm Brewing Co. Ltd, 2 Waterside, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 7HJ

CAMRA AGM Scarborough April 2014
This article is one Cheshire CAMRA member’s perspective on a visit to the AGM.
The weather was terrible. The fog was everywhere, and it felt like a John Carpenter horror
film, with creepy figures emerging out of the fog bank as I arrived at the Spa Conference
centre. Visibility was barely 20 yards. Not a promising start!
The AGM was well organised with a number of awards being made (best local website, best
campaigner, best magazine etc) and a series of motions - many relating to the Good Beer
Guide - (quotas, future of an e-book, regionalism and the independence of the county of
Rutland!). Other motions related to switching Cider and Mild months around and the latest IT
developments such as Pubzilla and WhatPub.com, membership enhancement, the financial
state of play and political campaigning.
Chair Colin Valentine highlighted our successes; the reduction of tax on beer, the excellence
of WhatPub, the huge growth in Membership(40,000 to 160,000 in little over 10 years) and
our ongoing campaign against the stranglehold that PubCos hold over their tenants.
I attended a useful Volunteers/national Website talk and a recruitment and retention session.
Key points included a forthcoming vast improvement in electronic communication locally and
nationally, and the importance of Beer Festivals for attracting new membership.
We were spoilt for beer choice with a wide range of superb Yorkshire beers at the bar and a
fascinating trip to Ampleforth Abbey where we heard about the history of the monastery and
the cider production, with a new Belgian style beer to try alongside their cider. Pity we could
not see out during the 37 mile journey; fog outside and steamed up inside. Oh well.
Scarborough itself boasted some excellent pubs, with local CAMRA favourite pubs, North
Riding and Indigo Alley as good as ever, and the Rivelyn Hotel even putting on its own beer
festival to coincide with the AGM.
Given that the AGM is the supreme policy-making body for CAMRA, perhaps our next aim
should be to get better representation from the areas. With over 160,000 members and
perhaps 1000 members in attendance, decisions are being made by less than 1% of the
membership. Food for thought?
FS

THE WATERS GREEN TAVERN
Your hosts,
Brian & Steve
96 Waters Green,
Macclesfield
76 Windmill Street, Macclesfield
off the southern end of the Silk Road
A friendly traditional street-corner local.
“This is a true community local, with darts,
dominoes and crib teams, and is popular with
several generations of local families.”

Robinson’s Dark Hatter’s Mild and
seasonal beers always available,
plus the award winning Old Tom
strong ale in the Winter months.

Opposite the
Railway Station

Real Cider now sold!
Ever changing guest beers
including George Wright, Hop Head,
Phoenix, Roosters, York & many more
Good Beer Guide 2014
Local CAMRA Pub of the Season
Winter 2013

CAMRA Pub of the Year 2011
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Weekdays 5-11
(Sat &Sun all day)

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Bar meals served
Monday to Saturday lunch
No plastic food!
Real Chips!

This IS not a free house.

Around Macclesfield
Macclesfield is currently blessed with many flagship free houses, as most readers will know,
but there are many other pubs and bars of different kinds serving good quality cask beers.
Why not venture from the favourites for a different experience? We have music bars,
community locals and town centre bars to try.
One pub I’ve been longing to mention here in OIC
is the Swan with Two Necks on Chestergate.
It now has cask ale on one hand pump in use with
Hobgoblin in very good condition on several visits.
It is renowned as one of Macclesfield’s prime
music venues with local, or sometimes not so local,
bands playing live on Friday and Saturday nights.
You can find the schedule at theswanlive.co.uk.
Monday night is film night and there’s karaoke on
Thursday and Sunday. There’s a late licence
Wednesday to Saturday. At quieter times there is a
pool table while cards are available from the bar.
Well-behaved dogs are welcome. A notable point is
that the front step is the highest street-level point in the town centre.
Perhaps uniquely, there’s an internet ‘radio’ station in a small room near the bar.
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A little further out of town on the stub of Prestbury Road inside the bypass is the Plough.
This is a community local that has been under new management since January. Tetley Bitter
and Black Sheep Bitter are the regular beers alongside one or two guests from the Punch list.
Food is served from noon till 5 pm with a 2 for £10 deal and Tuesday is curry evening while
fish and chips feature on Fridays until 9 pm. Locals have recommended the food.
Children are welcome until 8 pm. Games include darts, Jenga, dominoes and cards and
there are plans for a skittles team this autumn. Saturday is karaoke evening and there’s a
film night.
>>>

>>>
Back in town, the Bate Hall on
Chestergate is a historic pub with stories of
a priest hole and two ghosts. Parts are
said to date from 1525 with reference to
the pub as an ancient hostelry in ‘Days of
the Stuarts’ written in 1622. A board by the
bar gives more details.
This is a Marston’s pub with standard beers
Burton Bitter at a reasonable £2.40 a pint
and Pedigree and often a guest from
Marstons range. Outside are tables in the
street at the front and a garden to the rear.
Meals are served Monday to Saturday with
main courses at £5-£6.50 or grill at up to
£8.95. Tuesday is curry evening. You may
play card games or dominoes and there’s
a selection of newspapers to read.
A couple of pubs are being refurbished.
Wetherspoons Society Rooms reopened
in spring looking a lot smarter after
much-needed work. We always find the
cask beer in good condition here.
The manager Davina regularly arranges
meet the brewer evenings and there are
occasional brewery trips.
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This year the Boarhound has had much improved quality of its Robinsons Unicorn.
The pub is closed for work as I write and should reopen around the time that this edition of
OIC is published. Hopefully this will be more good news next edition.
During the Barnaby Festival we
came across an art installation in
Mash. It is a quirkily decorated bar
(left) in an alley off Mill Street.
It is a free house with two cask
beers: Hobgoblin or Jennings
Cumberland was the selection
and quite drinkable.
There’s a wide selection of live or
recorded music from Tuesday to
Sunday described as ‘Dirty retro,
live music and vinyl’. You may
bring in your own takeaway food.
Closed on Mondays.
On Park Lane the Last Orders is
another community local and has
been managed by Mark and
Tracey Dobson since April.
Perhaps the cheapest beer in town is Bombardier at £2.20 a pint and always well-kept at my
visits. There are plans to try adding a cask cider – maybe good news for the next issue of
Out inn Cheshire. The pub welcomes people of all ages with an emphasis on sports TV,
having both Sky and BT plus MUTV. It is always lively with darts, pool, cards and football
teams and with a quiz on Tuesdays and karaoke on Saturdays.
MW

A Round in Congleton and District
We are blessed with our town looking
magnificent as it competes in the Town in
Bloom national competition for the 50th year
and Young Pretender (right) competing for
the Regional Pub of the Year in the CAMRA
National Pub competition and the good
weather (currently) benefiting publicans and
beer imbibers equally.
The range of beers (with an increasing
variety of Belgian and craft beers) available
at the Young Pretender, its food offering and
community activities makes it a worthy competitor in the national competition with the iconic
Thornbridge Jaipur and Marble bitters available at my last visit both scoring well.
Rumour has it that the Everard/Titanic partnership is
investing in the Olde Kings Arms (left) which would
certainly give the pub a stable ownership- watch this
space.
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Next door in Lawton Street, the Phoenix has risen from
the Last Orders previous incarnation and is now serving
Front Row beer.
The Queen’s Head in High Town has recently had a
complete cellar refit and I can confirm that the standard of
beer being dispensed has not suffered from the new piping
system with Lynda maintaining a fast changing beer and
cider choice in addition to the standard Joules, Bass,
Greene King IPA and Black Sheep bitter.
The Lord Mountbatten a proper wet-led pub offers a
regularly changing range of 4/6 beers including recently
Lymestone bitter, Cross Bay Zenith and Storm Milk of
Amnesia served by knowledgeable landlord Mike Pickering.
It is reported that the pub is for sale and that Mike has
been given first refusal. One to keep an eye on.
Out of town, the Davenport at Marton
continues to maintain the highest
standards with its beer quality; a
superb pint of Moorhouses’ Pride
of Pendle was enjoyed recently with
excellent food offerings.
The Swettenham Arms has made
a bold move into craft beer with the
introduction of Freedom’s (Abbots
Bromley, Staffs) craft lagers and
organic beers to the exclusion of
the usual industrial lagers
(we all know who).
Congratulations to Glyn for a
courageous change, at this important
destination pub/restaurant.
Visit Congleton and District for its great beer offerings and good pubs!

CB
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One Year On at The New Coach and Four
The Coach and Four in Wilmslow underwent a major
refurbishment a year ago, reopening in August 2013.
The basic layout of the pub remained unaltered with
an L-shaped bar and several separate seated areas
in alcoves around it. However the refurb involved a
complete upgrade with new fixtures and fittings
throughout and the conversion of the outside smoking
area into the Orangery, an attractively furnished and
airy new restaurant with seating for forty. A new and
more spacious outside seated area, catering also for
smokers, was constructed at the back of the pub.
So how are things going one year on?
Very well; I concluded, after a chat with manager Matthew Abbot and his deputy Paul Murren.
Matthew reports an impressive increase in turnover of 65% since re-opening. It should be
noted that Matthew has form when it comes to running successful Hyde's pubs. His previous
pub was the John Millington, Cheadle Hulme which has been a CAMRA pub of the month
and won the best managed pub in the Great British Pubs Awards of 2012. He is currently
waiting to hear if the Coach and Four has been short-listed for this year’s award.
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The Coach and Four is committed to real ale with twelve hand pumps on the bar. The three
Hydes' staples are always available; Original, 1863 and Manchester's Finest; and they also
have available the current offering from Hyde's Lowry range.
This range changes every two months with each beer named after a picture by Salford artist
LS Lowry. Two to three guest beers are also available at weekends and a beer is always on
offer from the Beer Studio (more on this below). One hand pump is reserved for cider. Third
of a pint tasting glasses are available.
The pub offers a
comprehensive
food menu
covering the full
range from a
£5 cheese and
pickle sandwich to
a £23 fillet steak.
You can order your
meal at the bar or
enjoy table service
in the restaurant.
The pub opens 7 am weekdays, 8 am weekends, for breakfast with the bar open each day
from 11 am. There is a popular comedy night once a month on the first Thursday.
The Beer Studio website describes it as a craft brewery located in Media City UK at Salford
Quays. It explains that this is a brand new brewery dedicated to experimentation and
innovation in the brewing of cask ales. It employs modern hop and malt varieties from all
over the world with the beers having such exotic names as Burnt Sienna, Vermillion Hue
and Titian Tipple. The pumps and pump clips are of an eye catching contemporary design.
The Beer Studio is part of the Hyde’s group, with the beers being brewed at Hyde's new
brewery in Salford and is an exciting new venture for Hyde’s.
DP
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