EAST CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY (8 pm unless stated otherwise)
Everyone is very welcome, member or not!

For the latest details please visit our
web-sites www.outinncheshire.co.uk
and www.eastcheshirecamra.org.uk

Sat 27 Dec; Post-Christmas Social; Waters Green Tavern, Macclesfield
Join us around the roaring fire to wind down after the antics of Christmas
Excellent beer and good cheer
Tue 6 Jan; Good Beer Guide short-listing, Harrington Arms, Gawsworth
Thur 15 Jan; Campaigning meeting, Dog & Partridge, Bollington
Thur 29 Jan; Winter Pub of the Season award; Dog, Peover Heath
Fri 6 Feb;
Macclesfield Fun Crawl starts Park Tavern 7.30
This is not just for CAMRA members;
come along and see some of Macc’s best pubs.
Mon 16 Feb; Good Beer Guide final selection meeting, Park Tavern,Macclesfield
Sat 28 Feb; Super-Regional CAMRA meeting, Moorhouse’s Brewery, Burnley
We cover a large area including Macclesfield, Congleton, Holmes Chapel, Knutsford, and Wilmslow.

Local contacts
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Macclesfield: Keith Farman
01625 572460 Knutsford:
George Symes
01565 653096
Dave Hasler
01625 572640
Martin Baxter
01565 653675
Dave Gittins
01260 271593 Wilmslow:
Tim Walker
01625 418625
Congleton:
John Barber
01260 277391
Dave Pearce
01625 530152
Please contact us if you fancy joining us at one of our events. New faces are always welcome!

Knutsford
Worrying news for the many lovers of the Cross Keys. After years of providing the widest
range of cask beers for miles around, the Keys is closing for a major make-over to focus on
being an upmarket hotel and restaurant. It is not clear whether real ale will feature, but you
can expect it to be very different. Last orders will be to 4 January. Nip in while you can.

Good Beer Guide 2015: Congleton celebrates
For many CAMRA members, a pristine copy
of the 2015 Good Beer Guide arrived in the post
in September.
Congleton can celebrate; we are well represented
with entries for the Queen’s Head, the Young
Pretender and the Lord Mountbatten and
nearby the Harrington Arms at Gawsworth.
Congratulations to the proprietors and their staff
for all the hard work in delivering beer at its best.
These awards have to be earned and are the result of CAMRA members giving quality
scores to the beers being sold by these pubs over a 12 month period. A large number of
scores helps to eliminate the risk of a misleading “snapshot” and this is why we always urge
CAMRA members to submit their scores. Every single one contributes to the reliability of the
selection. The scale ranges from 1 (undrinkable) to 5 (excellent, I could stay here all day!).
The Guide is a valuable companion when covering the length and breadth
of the UK on your travels. If you prefer not to carry the printed guide there
is (of course) an electronic version for the savvy beer drinkers; (see aside).
There is a limit to the number of entries, so for a pub to be listed in the
Guide it has to surpass its local competitors. It is clear that the good pubs
are upping their game and making the competition intense.
There are lots of good pubs for which there is simply not enough room in the Guide.
This does not mean that they do not deserve your custom. Use them and encourage
them to work even harder to get into this national guide simply by doing their job better
than their competitors.
Unfortunately too many pubs are closing and being converted in homes or convenience
stores. If your local pub is under threat speak to your local CAMRA representative for
support and practical help.
CB

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE
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Featured “Pub” - Barley Hops, Congleton
On 14 November 2014, Barley Hops on Swan Bank, Congleton enjoyed its first anniversary.
Three rotating cask ales adding to your options; it is difficult to pinpoint what exactly it is; a
bottle shop, a take-way or Micro-pub. A Bar? Maybe a Beer Café?
Barley Hops began in mid-2011, selling bottled British real
ales, on-line and at local markets and fairs. What started as an
idea to get “hands on” with what had first been a passion
began to form a business; a business not only enjoyable but
viable. We have seen an explosion in brewing and conversely
the loss of many conventional pubs. Conventional, Barley
Hops certainly isn’t, as anyone who visits the shop / Beer Café
will see.
A chance conversation at Nantwich
Food and Drink Festival resulted in
finding a property that is well over 100 years old. Investigations
along with the Congleton Museum reveal that Parr’s Bank of
Warrington probably reconfigured the building in the latter part of
the 19th century. Barley Hops occupies a portion of the building;
a rather lovely corner plot with 3 wonderful windows, a fabulous
Victorian door, and a very handy cellar cum strong room.
Barley Hops is very proud of its links to local breweries and
see this this as the spine of what they are about and everything
they do.
Local cask ale is always available along with an extensive bottled
range. The very popular Belgian, German and American sections
continue to expand, with a number of other quality British beers on
offer; a range well in excess of 300 bottles ales is readily available.
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That’s it in a nutshell……if you’re ever Congleton way, pay a visit
to Barley Hops and enjoy the surroundings - and a quality beer.

Totally Locally
Spending money in your local pub is good
for the local economy.
Every time you buy a pint of good cask ale
or a meal your money goes round several
times in staff wages, to the pub landlord
and to the local businesses who supply
the pub.
Things are even better if your pub is able
to buy its beer as LocAle from local
breweries.
More details on Totally Locally at
www.totallylocallymacc.co.uk .
If you are a landlord, a local brewer, a
business that supplies our pubs, or just
a general reader we ask you to
investigate Totally Locally and support
local businesses.
We would encourage everyone to use
your local community resource – the pub.
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More Around Macclesfield
This is the continuing story of the many pubs and bars around Macclesfield that are well
worth visiting if you venture beyond our well-known flagship multi-ale free houses. All are
community pubs that offer something different.
The former Boar Hound on Brook Street has re-opened as
the Silk Trader proudly run by new Manager Karl. Robinson’s
Neil Robinson-Stanier said: “The pub itself had a very dated
look when we first arrived. Any trace of the 1980’s interior
has now vanished and in its place is a pub that embraces
the ethos of the town’s historical silk industry.”
Customers are greeted by large open plan areas, decorated
in a palette of “heritage greens and greys”. The rear lounge
has been transformed and features a reclaimed cable reel
table with unique bobbin pendant lighting above. The bar
counter has been redesigned and rebuilt with a back fitment
forged out of galvanized metal. Four new hand-pumps serve
the rotating selection of Robinson’s cask ales including an
exclusive brew to mark
the opening; Bobbin Ale.
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Patrons will notice throwbacks to Macclesfield’s past
with reclaimed bric-a-brac including historical trade
adverts, vintage sewing machines and an installation
of hundreds of old silk thread bobbins.
Outside there’s a covered non-smoking archway under
the pub, To the rear, the partially covered courtyard
has been restored to its former glory with hand painted
murals on the Cheshire brick walls, new seating areas
and a mulberry tree that highlights the silkworm’s food.
>>>

Award winning cask ales
& bottle conditioned beers
With over a decade of brewing
excellence and five Champion Beers
under our belt, we know that you’ll want
to ‘come round to our way of drinking’.

Our beers are brewed just as Mother Nature intended, without additives,
flavourings and colourings. We only use the finest natural ingredients,
pure hops and our carefully created blends of malts.

Tel: 01625 431234

email: stormbrewing@dsl.pipex.com
www.stormbrewing.co.uk

The Storm Brewing Co. Ltd, 2 Waterside, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 7HJ

>>>
A new kitchen marks the first time that the pub will be able to serve freshly
prepared food. Local pies, provided by the award-winning Treacle Town Pie Company,
will take a prominent place on the new menu, which focuses on “a selection of traditional
British cuisine with a street food twist” with kebabs, pulled pork and the like at a cost of £7-8.
There are pool, darts and football teams with both Sky and BT sport channels to watch. If
you fancy a quiet meal or a chat, one room is kept quiet.
Upstairs there’s a function room that is often free to use for community organisations.
Live music is planned with artists playing Delta Blues, Northern Soul or Punk. If you are in
a band do call in for a chat with Karl.
Another Robinson’s pub in the town with something
different to offer is the Nag’s Head; well-known as
one of the town’s music venues. Bands feature on
Friday, Saturday and Bank Holiday Sunday evenings.
Styles include Rock, Ska, Punk or Motown.
Again, there’s a good selection of Robinson’s beers
with Unicorn, Dizzy Blonde, Trooper and the seasonal
beer. The hoppy autumn South Island was very good
and the winter special, Indulgence is full of wonderful
fruity Christmassy flavours. Robinson’s have stepped
up with these two flavoursome beers.
The pub keeps much of the atmosphere of a tradition
multi-roomed pub with two pool tables and two dart
boards. There’s live sports TV and a function room upstairs used by several local societies.
Atwill’s Cock in Treacle is under new management since mid-October and features two cask
ales at the bargain price of £2 a pint. New landlady Pauline has an excellent policy of
building up trade from two well-kept beers; one being a LocAle and one a well-known beer.
We found Beartown’s Ginger Bear and Thwaites Wainwright. Friday night is Karaoke night
and Saturday evenings feature a band, solo singer or acoustic artist. The function room
upstairs is free to use and food can be supplied from a nearby shop; Simply Scrummy. MW

THE WATERS GREEN TAVERN
Your hosts,
Brian & Steve
96 Waters Green,
Macclesfield
76 Windmill Street, Macclesfield
off the southern end of the Silk Road
A friendly traditional street-corner local.
“This is a true community local, with darts,
dominoes and crib teams, and is popular with
several generations of local families.”

Robinson’s Dark Hatter’s Mild and
seasonal beers always available,
plus the award winning Old Tom
strong ale in the Winter months.

Opposite the
Railway Station

Real Cider now sold!
Ever changing guest beers
including George Wright, Hop Head,
Phoenix, Roosters, York & many more
Good Beer Guide 2014
Local CAMRA Pub of the Season
Winter 2013

CAMRA Pub of the Year 2011
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Weekdays 5-11
(Sat &Sun all day)
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Bar meals served
Monday to Saturday lunch
No plastic food!
Real Chips!

This IS not a free house.

Around Macclesfield
Demonstrating superbly how a good pub is an
essential part of its community, the Dolphin
held its third annual street party in aid of
East Cheshire Hospice in July.
The event was a huge success with all kinds of
stalls, fun activities, raffle, a play bus, BBQ and
live music from Matt Torr, Martin Boulton and
Sugar Rush.
The event raised a
massive £1,444 for
the hospice, smashing
last year’s total.
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A family-run pub
not far from the
centre of Macclesfield,
the Dolphin is
both welcoming
and friendly.
It stocks four cask
beers from traditional
brewer, Robinson’s of
Stockport.

The Great British Pub
The Best in the World

The King is dead; Long live the King
Good news in Congleton as the Olde King's Arms opened in
November as the latest addition to the estate of Titanic of
Burslem. This follows a long period of decline under Marston's
stewardship.
The initial signs are good with ten hand pumps providing an
extensive range of Titanic beers available from Steerage (3.5%)
up to the 5.2% Captain Smith as well as 3 or 4 guest ales, with
only Hobgoblin surviving from the Marston's era. On opening
night, the range comprised
six different ales from
Titanic and four guest beers.
The Titanic beers sampled
were in excellent condition;
particularly the Plum Porter.
The pub (which dates from 1585) has been smartened
up inside and now has real fires. Food is also available
between 12 and 8 pm Mon to Sat, and 12 - 5 pm Sunday.
Titanic do seem to be showing a real desire to get the
pub the place back on the map that its history deserves.
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Seasonal Cheer
Many of our local breweries are producing Christmas ales to help
the season pass with a cheery smile. For instance,Storm Brewing
from Macclesfield produce "Looks like Rain Dear" a 4.8% smooth
drinking ale with fruity overtones of Christmas.
Wincle brewery's offering is 'Wassale' a spicy seasonal brew full of
Christmas flavours.
Both the the above are available on hand
pump or bottles, the latter making a very
acceptable Christmas present.
Bottled Christmas Ales aren't new by any
stretch of the imagination- however, I do
wonder if this, my 34 year old bottle of
Paine's special Christmas Brew, will still be drinkable? Of course it's
also the season for the award winning Robinson's Old Tom as well,
available in selected Robinson’s pubs from the cask or in bottles in
the shops. There are also chocolate and ginger versions. We never
seem to have any of these left over..
If you are looking for a present for a beer loving friend or relative
(I hope mine will read this!), don't forget the two bottle shops in our East Cheshire region,
Brewtique on Church Street, Macclesfield and Barley Hops on Swan Bank, Congleton,
both offering a wide range of beers and ideal Christmas present multi-packs. They are also
happy to suggest and advise. Other areas also have some excellent off licences. Another
source of ideas is the many Christmas markets and food markets, where breweries often
take stands- the excellent Treacle Market in Macclesfield has regularly two brewery stalls
offering tasters before you buy.
However you receive them, (or buy them yourself) enjoy the Christmas beer flavours. After
all, it is well known in our family that while the reindeer are nibbling the carrot we leave on
the hearth for them, Father Christmas always savours the glass of Old Tom we leave out for
him- only a little one, after all, he is driving and it is 8.5%!
DH

Pub of the Season - Old Red Lion, Holmes Chapel
Macclesfield and East Cheshire
CAMRA Autumn Pub of the Season
is the Old Red Lion, Holmes Chapel.
Ember Inns is one of the many
constituents of the Mitchells and
Butler empire; now a pub company
but originally a brewery and pub
company founded in Birmingham
in 1898. Their vast estate now
includes such well known names
as Toby Carvery, Miller and Carter,
Nicholson's and Vintage Inns.
They are largely food led and it is
unusual for such a "chain" pub to gain a CAMRA award. This is a tribute to the emphasis
placed by manager Matt on promoting real ale. All the real ales are sold at reduced prices
on Monday nights, beer festivals are held from time to time featuring up to thirty different
beers over a four week period and - for those enlightened enough to be CAMRA members a modest discount on ales, except Monday.
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The pub itself dates from the 16th century and maybe earlier, and in 1753 was one of only
four of Holmes Chapel’s nineteen buildings to survive a fire. A tunnel at one time connected
the pub to the church, and a preserved window on the landing leading to the toilets contains
a reference to Charles I entering the pub at the time of the English Civil War.
This history is in contrast to the present feel of the recently refurbished pub, with the bar
area, which features four (gas) fires, divided into several discreet sections. Seating ranges
from dining chairs and padded stools to armchairs and settees. Three or four real ales are
usually on offer and reasonably priced food is served all day.
TI

Discount Vouchers
CAMRA currently sends out £20 worth of Wetherspoons discount vouchers to members
each year. Many members see this as a valuable benefit and it has undoubtedly encouraged
the recruitment of new members. (See the application form on the inside back cover)
However, this is not free from controversy and some feel that the Campaign should be more
independent and even-handed; it should not encourage members to use one particular pub
chain in this way. Some suggest that despite Wetherspoon’s many admirable qualities is
indirectly damaging smaller operators by virtue of its bulk purchasing power. It is naïve to
think that there can be a level playing field or that commercial realities can be wished away.
Can the Campaign find ways to support a wider cross section of our priceless pub heritage?
Cue a constructive suggestion which may go a long way to taking the heat out of that debate
and provide a valuable boost to the wider free trade and smaller operator. The idea is that
CAMRA “un-brand” the voucher scheme, and re-engineer it into a Mark 2 version, to allow
any independent operator to offer the discount, rather than it being solely for Wetherspoon.
Some pubs already offer discounts to CAMRA members, so all this does is organise it.
The nuts and bolts would take a little organising but no more than the set-up of the existing
scheme. Pubs and small operators could apply to a CAMRA web address and to be listed
for all to see. The entry for each participating pub in WhatPub.com could be updated to show
that discounts are given to CAMRA members.
The positive ‘knock on’ effects are enormous and this will work better for the industry,
the participating pub and of course CAMRA members while at the same time, it ensures
that CAMRA remains independent.
TB/GS
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Village Pub Becomes
Fund Raiser
The Crown in Goostrey is
setting out to become the
focal point of a fundraising
drive that will assist the local
Scouts and youth to secure
premises in the village.
Scout leader David Giles
says that the village is in
great need of premises and
planning permission is being
sought for a brand new Scout
and Youth Centre, to be built
across from the Crown on Main Road, Goostrey.
Crown General Manager, Arthur Perez would like the village pub to become a focal point for
the fundraising and decided to launch ‘Open Mic Nights’, at which individuals or small groups
perform free of charge.
Arthur wanted to organise a fun event that would raise money for the local Scouts and Youth.
He has secured the help of locals, Norman, David and Trevor. Arthur went on to say that;

20 “The evenings are not a talent competition; they are a relaxed musical session, perhaps even

a sing-along in a casual environment. So, if you would like to show off your talent do come
along and join in the fun - and help a good cause while you’re there.”
The Open Mic Night will be showcasing a variety of talents, playing Country, Blues, Pop and
even a bit of Rock ’n’ Roll. They will take place on every second and fourth Sunday of the
month from 7.30 pm. There is no admission charge; just a ‘request for donations’ in aid of the
Scouts and Youth Club in exchange for an evening of live entertainment.
One of the locals, Trevor Upton, expressed his gratitude to Arthur and the Crown for this
initiative;
“We’re enthusiastic about this project in Goostrey. It will be great
evening of enjoyment for all, and we are sure it will gather the
support it deserves. We’re delighted that the Crown is going to be
hosting the open mic nights. We’d love people to come along and
enjoy the musical talent that’s right here in our village.
We encourage local musicians to get up and make music.
“We’ll have a great time and every penny donated will go to the
Scout and Youth Centre. So come on down to the Crown Inn and
enjoy an evening of good fun, company, food and entertainment!”
Arthur is looking forward to hosting the evenings;
“Anyone who enjoys an evening of live entertainment with
friends and family will love our open mic nights. It’s all for a
good cause and you never know – we may even discover
hidden talent in the village.
“Our bar will be open with our great range of cask ales, wines
and soft drinks – and don’t forget to check out our new menu
while you’re enjoying the music.”
For details please call Arthur on 01477 532128, or if you want to
play; Trevor 07787 100800
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