HALTON
CAMRA DIARY

Meetings start at 8.30 pm unless shown otherwise

Tue 16 Dec; Branch Meeting, Beechwood, Runcorn (provisional)
Tue 10 Feb; Upton Tavern, Widnes (Prov) Branch Meeting
Tue 14 Apr;

Norton, Halton Village, Runcorn (Prov) AGM

Trips;
Branch info;

Paul Miller 07837 749614
paul.miller@thermo.com
David Gray 01925 727787
david.grey11@btinternet.com
www.halton.camra.org.uk

QUALITY LOCAL REAL ALES COME TO WIDNES!
It has long been recognised that there are few quality real ale pubs in Widnes; some do sell
regional or national ales, but a good local pint can be very hard to find.
However, at the end of October, the 4th Widnes (St Bede’s) Scout Group, held their third
Annual Beer Festival and for one night only, that situation changed. On offer were 10 Real
Ales, many brewed within a 10 mile radius.
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The evening was an overwhelming success being attended by over one hundred and thirty
thirsty customers, who also had the chance to enjoy a delicious bowl of Scouse, Chilli or
Pie & Peas to help the beer go down.
The festival was enjoyed immensely by those who attended and the vital point was proven;
that there is a high demand for quality real ale in Widnes! (Local pubs please take note).
Scout Group Leader Alec Wynne, said that it was great that we could put on such an event
for the community and he would like to thank all those who attended and made the event
such a great success. Over £1,900 was raised for the Scout Group which will enable us to
update some of our ageing camping equipment and attend to some improvements to our
meeting place.
Alec would also like to thank the organisers and staff that
looked after the customers and made sure the event went
without a hitch. They really are a great team to work with.
Special thanks also to our festival sponsors, Cheshire
Plumbing Supplies, Glynn Andrew Car Sales, T C Bibby,
Levins Solicitors, Prestige Electrical and Boydells, as well
as our many personal sponsors including Brian Rafferty,
Chris Lally, Mike Manning and the Kelly Family.
Also deserving of our thanks is the 4T's Brewery in Runcorn for all their help in selecting the
festival beers and for the loan of hand pumps.
A visit to the Norton Arms in Halton Village was called for, now that they've made it to
Good Beer Guide 2015 - and proudly boast it!
I enjoyed a pint of Wychwood's Piledriver Bitter
(4.3%) while reading the latest OIC (No. 63).
The ale was on good form.
To be honest, whilst the Norton is a wonderful
traditional building, is does have a lot of big TVs,
games machines and a lot of regulars who are
sports fans ignorant of cask ale. It's great the
pub continues to serve cask but the pub's parent
company precludes them from the local stuff.
Nonetheless, I do recommend a visit now and
then.
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HIGH PEAK
HP& NE Cheshire CAMRA covers Poynton, Disley and Kettleshume in NE Cheshire,
plus Hayfield and Glossop in Derbyshire and Droylsden, Mossley, Hyde,
Ashton, and Stalybridge in Greater Manchester.
The Branch website is at : www.hpneccamra.org.uk
Contact;
Lawrence Bamber on 01625 876469, lolbamber@aol.com
or Tom Lord, jenni.lord@tiscali.co.uk

CAMRA DIARY(start at 8 pm, unless otherwise stated):
Christmas social – Glossop Labour Club. 5 pm.
Greater Manchester Regional Meeting, the Deansgate Manchester. 1 pm.
Branch Meeting at the Sportsman in Hyde. 8 pm.
Manchester Beer and Cider Festival (MBCF) at the Velodrome.
Branch social on the Friday Afternoon (23) from 2.00 pm.
Mon Feb 9;
Branch Meeting at the Royal in Hayfield
NB Most meetings are on 2nd Monday of the Month, commencing at 8 pm

Sat Dec 6;
Sat Jan 10;
Mon Jan 12;
Jan 21-24;

Poynton
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On a sunny afternoon in October High Peak & North East Cheshire CAMRA held a
presentation and social day in Poynton
First port of call was to present our Pub of the Year award to the Cask Tavern on Park
Lane. This is the third Bollington Brewery outlet, which opened just about a year ago adding
to the Vale in Bollington and the Park in Macclesfield.
The Bolly beers on tap were Best Bitter, Long Hop, Dinner Ale, White Nancy and our
favourite; Oat Mill Stout. Also available was Worsley's Browns SV cider and Sanford
Orchards Shaking Bridge cider.
Next stop was the newly refurbished Farmer's
Arms, complete with Ermintrude the cow!
This Robbies make over has resulted in a food led
operation, but with real ales being available.
Beers included Trooper; our favourite; Unicorn,
1892 Mild, Dizzy Blonde and South Island, made
with New Zealand hops. The old pub entrance
complete with embedded half crown has been
incorporated into the new design.
The third port of call was the Poynton British
Legion to present Steward Nic with the Club of the Year award. The Club was a previous
winner in 2005, 2012 & 2013!
Beers on tap were Abbeydale Deception, Storm Bosley Cloud and Thwaite's Lancaster
Bomber and our favourite; Worth's Seam Cutter from the on-site brewery.
Our fourth stop was Wetherspoon's Kingfisher were Manager Carlos had arranged a
Lancs v Yorks beer and pie night! The pies were provided by makers in both counties with
variations on a pork pie theme with cheese & chutney additions! In a closely fought contest,
it was eventually agreed by those present that Lancs won the beer war, with Wobbly Bob
the overall best beer. Yorks won the pie contest with an unusual cheese & pork pie offering.
Our final call was at the Bull's Head on London Road North. This free house always has
an interesting beer selection on tap. Tonight was no different with Bunces of Netherton's
Stonehenge Pigswill, Bowness Bay's Swan Blonde, Storm Bosley Cloud and the house
Bitter; Thwaites Original. The Bosley Cloud just about came out tops.
All in all a very enjoyable afternoon/ evening around Poynton!

SOUTH CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY
Mon 15 Dec;
Wed 7 Jan;
Mon 12 Jan;
Mon 16 Feb;
Tues 3 Mar;

7.30, Albert's Corner, Crewe. Committee Meeting.
7.30 pm: Meeting, No 4 Bar, Winsford.
7.30 pm. Good Beer Guide 2016 selection-first meeting, Hops, Crewe.
7.30 pm. Good Beer Guide final selection meeting. Borough Arms, Crewe.
7.30 pm. Meeting, Nags Head, Willaston.

Do not forget to check our website: www.southcheshire.camra.org.uk for any alterations to
the above information and for further social events.
Plus;

Every Monday evening in Crewe; CAMRA / SPBW social,
7.30 pm in the Borough Arms (3 beers at reduced prices)
then 9.30 pm in HOPS (all beers £2 a pint).
All our events are open to any CAMRA member,
anyone who likes beer or pubs,
and anyone who is just curious to see what is going on!
See the website for details
www.southcheshirecamra.org.uk

A mostly rural area, but including the towns of Crewe, Middlewich,
Nantwich, Sandbach, Alsager and Winsford.
Branch Contacts:
Derek Davey
01270 761039
Ian Bray
01270 252045
Paul Hext
0784 6657833 (m)
Kez Challacombe 0779 4352191 (m)
Paul Tench
07790 486735

d.davey45@btinternet.com
styrian@gmx.co.uk
h3xtyp@hotmail.co.uk
kez.chal@yahoo.co.uk
southcheshirecamra@outlook.com

New Free House for South Cheshire
Joe, the landlord has now bought
the freehold of the Cotton Arms,
Wrenbury from Oxford Inns; so
the pub is now a free house.
The cask beer range has been
expanded from three to six, with
possible further range increase
subject to demand.
The locals’ favourite, Timothy
Taylor will be retained, but you
can expect to see real ales
from Salopian, Joule's, Pendle,
Peak Rock etc., on the other
five hand pumps.
For non real ale drinkers, the
range of keg products has also been expanded.
The pub is open all day, 12-12, seven days a week, while food is available from 12-9 daily
[8 pm on Sundays]. The adjacent camping and caravan facilities are not affected by the
change.
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Sandbach News:
The Black Bear in Sandbach had
two good quality Salopian Beers
on recently (Lemon Twist and
Oracle) with others from some of
the local smaller breweries due to
follow.
This is the intention for two of the
four pumps in future, as sales of
Salopian have been encouraging
so far.
Merlin Brewery launched a new
beer, Morgana, at the Sandbach
Round Table beer festival in
October. This is a 4% beer
brewed with a combination of
English, Czech, Slovenian and
American hops, and sold very well
at the Beer Festival, and, since
the launch, in the Forester’s at Winterley, and at the Beer Emporium, Sandbach. Although a
golden bitter in style, it is not quite as bitter and hoppy as the rest of the Merlin golden range
and is a welcome addition.
Speaking of Merlin, we found their Dragonslayer on good form at the Badger, Church
Minshull, in the Autumn. Featuring an interesting food menu, this large modernized village
pub had a good beer range, including Cheshire Brewhouse, Engine Vein, Tatton Best and
Black Sheep Bitter.
Further out we also visited the Little Man at Wettenhall, where we had a refreshing pint of
Long Blonde from Sussex brewer Long Man. This classic rural pub had scaffolding work
being done on its impressive chimney stack, and had Wells Bombardier Gold, Arkell’s and
Felinfoel Double Dragon also on the hand pumps.
DD

Stoke Beer Festival Trip
On a warm autumn afternoon a group of South Cheshire CAMRA members took the train
from Crewe to attend the opening session of the 34th Stoke Beer Festival, now held at
Fenton Manor Sports Hall, an easy 20 minute walk away from the train station. Inside we
spied a multitude of edible attractions to accompany the real ale including the local dish
“lobby” (beef stew with potato and carrot), various pasties, Piper crisps and delicious Merry
Berry spiced chocolates.
Being a “quiet” session, there was plenty of conversation to be had with our near neighbours
from Shrewsbury CAMRA, and a wide selection of some 180 beers to try; plus bottled beers
from Belgium, Germany and America and over 50 ciders and perries.
I found the third of a pint measure very useful for some of the stronger offerings over 6%;
Oakham Attila at 7.5% a strong pale IPA, being my favourite. We were also able
to put up our new slate board for our CAMRA branch on our table, which
clearly attracted attention!
As with every Stoke beer festival, plenty of keen local volunteers covered all
angles with the ambitious aim to recruit a further 100 members on the day.
With 1200 members to date, Potteries CAMRA are clearly doing everything
right. They are celebrating their fortieth anniversary this year.
Congratulations on another excellent festival, though personally I have to say,
I still miss the Kings Hall!
FS
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Beerdock Beer Tasting
Beerdock bottle shop and draught beer bar on Nantwich Road, Crewe. Friday night and the
shop is full of enthusiastic drinkers seeking something different. This is definitely the place to
find that something different, with more than 300 beers to choose from. Tonight the cask ale
had just sold out so I sampled a great range of various bottle conditioned ales.
First one was from Burton Bridge Brewery, it was their 'Empire Pale Ale', pale in colour,
white creamy head, pronounced hop aroma. A well balanced pale ale, and at 6% abv,
a delicious beer.
Second, another from Burton Bridge; not a deliberate follow-on but just selected on the
merits of the wonderful label on the bottle! A Belgian style Abbey Ale 8% abv, a big beer in
all aspects, big flavour, malty, with hops throughout, a dark copper colour bottle conditioned
beer called 'Tickle Brain Ale'
Third bottle: a golden coloured ale from the Brightside Brewing Company of Manchester,
Manchester Skyline; a 4.6% abv bottle conditioned ale. Refreshing and bitter, hoppy with a
dry finish.
A couple of beers from the USA were also sampled, and enjoyed in some great company.
The seating is novel and interesting; a bit cramped but very social. There are plans afoot to
open a room upstairs. This is a must visit place for locals and visitors to Crewe; Sam will
always welcome you.
KC.

38 Free Publicity
One of the perennial problems I face as Editor is finding good quality photographs to
illustrate these articles. I would like to pass this problem to the people best able to solve it;
licensees themselves.
If you have any good pictures of your pub, internal or external, conventional or artistic,
please e-mail them to me at editor@outinncheshire.co.uk
If you can’t help, perhaps your brewery, area manager, publicity agency or customers can.

More Choice
The Bull at Shocklach near Malpas is now taking
beers from the SIBA Direct Delivery Scheme list as
well as the Admiral PubCo list, giving a wider choice
of cask beers.
Brewers so far have included Big Hand, Cheshire
Brewhouse and Weetwood and we are led to expect
to see many more from the likes of Moorhouse, Acorn,
Peerless, Stonehouse etc.

The upmarket and attractive pub
dates back to 1850. The menu looks
tasty too but be aware that the kitchen
is closed on Mondays.

Beer Festivals - a celebration of choice.
Give your taste buds a treat and try a few styles you have not had before.
Make a journey of discovery.
Emporium Extension
Beer Emporium in Sandbach has invested
in alterations to the cellar so they can now fit
9 gallon casks instead of pins, to allow a
wider range of beers to be supplied, such as
Mallinsons, Oakham, Hopcraft, Dark Star,
Hand Drawn Monkey etc.
To accommodate the extra numbers of
happy customers expected, the back room
is now complete with extra seating.
JD.
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Change at Crewe
A significant joint investment by tenants Les Rowland and Michelle Russell with Robinson’s
Brewery has transformed the Horse Shoe on North Street in Crewe. The design team have
taken a tired, well used pub and created a quirky, welcoming environment.
Les said: “The old pub was really dated.
We had our loyal group of regulars but
we wanted to make the pub more
friendly to new customers too.”
Robinson’s Neil Robinson-Stanier said:
“The design team were keen that the
right mood and feel were achieved for
the site. We decided on a rich colour
palette of greens and neutral tones to
complement the striking feature
wallpapers. The atmospheric lighting
and furniture were chosen to create an
industrial feel with a ‘beer shrine’ twist.”
The biggest improvement is the bar area, with a new bar counter and rough sawn box style
back fitment, with 5 new hand pumps offering a rotating selection of cask ales.
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You will find vintage saddles, leather strap book shelves, old bottles, books and historical
photographs of the area. A wood burning stove and a feature fireplace provide a focal point.
“It’s given the pub a completely different atmosphere” said Les. “We’ve had nothing but
positive feedback from all our regulars and we are seeing couples and new groups of people
coming in to check it out. It’s been great for business so far!”
“The change is remarkable. The Horse Shoe, which may have been a pub that you once
walked past, now attracts your attention and invites you in.” said Neil. “The new look
Horse Shoe is sure to continue to be the centre of attention in the years to come.”

The Bhurtpore Inn
Aston, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 8DQ
Celebrating 21 years in CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide
& 18 years in the Good Pub Guide
11 Real Ales regularly available, Real Cider or Perry
Plus 11 Continental and Craft beers
Rated among Britain’s Top Ten Beer Pubs & Top Ten Whisky Pubs*
*Good Pub Guide

Huge range of bottled Beers, Ciders and Soft Drinks,
award winning Wine List and, of course,
our menu of freshly cooked locally sourced dishes to suit all tastes.

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Opening Times:
Monday – Thursday: Noon – 2.30, 6.30 – 11.30
Friday, Saturday: Noon – Midnight
Sunday: Noon – 11.00
01270 780917
www.bhurtpore.co.uk for general pub news
www.bhurtpore.com for beers, including what’s on now

Sandstone Brewery Visit
Following August’s successful second Crewe Rail Ale Beer Festival in
South Cheshire CAMRA organised a visit to Sandstone Brewery, as a
thank you to all our festival volunteers.
Warmly welcomed at the craft brewery in Wrexham by Stewart Deeley we
were given free run at several beers, my favourite being Sandstone Edge,
a beautiful pale 3.9% bitter that belied its relatively low strength.
Also on offer were some experimental bottled beers for us to rate. These were really
interesting, very hoppy and fresh, needing careful pouring in their lively state. Calypso, using
the same-named hop, was a strong and fruity IPA with a touch of spice, but our favourite
was Speckled Dragon, a slightly more restrained though still excitingly hopped beer.
We were also treated to watching the live process of traditional brewing in action, with the
wort being boiled up while we were there. As you might imagine, it made for a beautiful
aroma conjuring up sweet caramel and Ovaltine. To add to the experience, the still-warm
spent malt/hops mixture was then transferred by spade into bags ready for pig feed.
After group photos, we visited the Sandstone Inn near Broxton for an excellent meal and
further choice beers, including the SIBA award-winning Station Bitter from Stonehouse. FS.

People Power
CAMRA Membership in South Cheshire has soared to 500 from 400
in a year, partly reflecting the growth in CAMRA national membership.
First impressions are that the following have played a vital part;
# Crewe Beer Festival attracted a record number of new members
# The increasing diversity of micro-breweries in Cheshire
# The growth in South Cheshire of the community-spirited micro-pub,
with excellent new premises such as Beerdock in Crewe and
Emporium in Sandbach selling draught and bottled real ale
# Wetherspoon’s vouchers almost covering the cost of membership
# Generous discounts for under 26s, over 60s, and the unemployed.
FS
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Notes from a small Atlantic island
I had occasion to visit the 'Wild Atlantic Way' while on holiday in the West of Ireland. In a
small off-licence, in a small town, I found bottled conditioned beers from a local micro brewer.
Rare enough in Ireland, but even more amazing considering the size of the town. Well worth
the effort.
The brewery is the Mescan Brewery in County Mayo, established in 2013 by two vets
(i.e. Veterinary Surgeons), one Irish, Cillian, one Belgian, Bart. Beers are brewed in the
Belgian style, all bottle-conditioned. At time of writing four were generally available:
Blond 5.5%; Red Tripel 8%; Westport White 5% and Westporter Stout 5%. Having sampled
them all over a week or so, I would definitely try and find them again.
www.localenterprise.ie/Mayo/Case-Studies has further
information under the “Start a business” case study.
While still in the West, I chanced into Paddy Coynes bar in
Tullycross, near the mouth of Killary Harbour, a natural fjord,
for a pint or two (mixed gas dispense sadly). On the bar was,
believe it or not, a Watney's Red Barrel! I had to ask why.
The answer did not surprise me! The landlord, in his pre-publican
days, had worked in the UK for about 20 years from the late sixties,
and had bought the dispense to remind him of how awful the
Watney's had tasted in his younger drinking days!
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Oddly enough, a few years ago, a pub in Carraroe had a similar
dispense, but this time the wording was in Gaelic!
Seems Watney's got that far from London!

The nightmare returns!

Still in Ireland this time in the Lock 13, a pub in Sallins, County Kildare, on the bank of the
Grand Canal (in true Irish style, nowhere near the real thirteenth lock). I sampled a very nice
pale ale from Eight Degrees Brewing (Mitchelstown County Cork). (www.eightdegrees.ie).
It comes under the heading of “craft keg” I reckon, but was the tastiest beer available on my
visit.
IB

The Rising Sun
Station Road, Scholar Green, Cheshire ST7 3JT

Wade and Colleen offer you
a friendly welcome
as well as Good Food and
5 Real Ales (two rotating Guest Ales)
Open;
Monday-Thursday
Friday
Saturday Sunday

;
pub
ide come!
s
l
l
a
Can ters we
boa

12 - 3 and 5 - 11.30
Open All Day From 9.30 am-Midnight
Open All Day From 12 noon-Midnight

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Home-cooked locally sourced food available:
Afternoons:
Monday - Saturday 12 - 2.30, Sunday All Day 12 noon - 8
Evenings:
Monday - Friday 6 - 9, Saturday 5.30 - 9.30
Breakfast available: Friday 9.30 am - 12 noon

10% OFF Food Voucher

01782776235

www.risingsuncheshire.co.uk

Not to be used with any other offer;
e. g. 2 for £10, Sunday Lunch
or Steak Night

