CHESTER & SOUTH CLWYD
CAMRA DIARY
For the latest events, please visit the branch web site www.camracasc.org.uk
Meetings begin at 8.15 pm unless stated
Thu 11 Dec;
12 -14 Dec;
2-3 Jan;
Fri 9 Jan;

Thu 15 Jan;
Sat 24 Jan;
21 – 24 Jan;
30-31 Jan;
Fri 13 Feb;
11 – 14 Feb;
Thu 19 Feb;
Thu 19 Mar;
Thu 16 Apr;

Branch meeting; Cross Keys, Chester. Inc Christmas Social
Beer Festival, Kash, Chester.
Frodsham Winter Ales at the Parish Hall. By train.
Manchester train trip to explore Deansgate/Castlefield pubs
Train from Chester at 18.16, arrives Oxford Rd.19.21.
Return trains at 22.29 & 23.17.
Branch meeting; Glynne Arms, Hawarden.
Joules Brewery visit.
Manchester Beer & Cider Festival. The Velodrome
Tarporley Beer Festival at Community Centre. Arriva No. 84 bus
Welsh area pubs Good Beer Guide survey
National Winter Ales Festival at Roundhouse, Derby.
Branch meeting; Bridge End Inn, Ruabon. Includes Welsh GBG selection
Branch meeting; Bridge Inn, Boughton. Includes Pub of the Year voting
Branch meeting; Cross Keys, Chester. Includes AGM

As well as Chester and its environs, this Branch covers an area
stretching from Parkgate on the Wirral to Tushingham in the South.
Branch Contacts: (phone numbers, are 01244– unless otherwise noted)
Chair: Brian Vardy
373298 chairman@camracasc.org.uk
Socials: John Bowyer 07887-688871 socials@camracasc.org.uk
Contact: Craig Papworth
313182 contact@camracasc.org.uk
Membership: Gareth Roberts
membership@camracasc.org.uk
Web editor: John Silloth
webmaster@camracasc.org.uk

THE ENTHUSIAST’S CHOICE
16 Handpumps
10 Regularly Changing Guest Cask Ales
Over 2000 Guest Beers per Year
plus Traditional Cider
Featured in the Good Beer Guide 1994-2008
13
Weekly Competition to win a week of Real Ale
Live Jazz Band on Mondays
MILTON STREET
CHESTER
CH1 3NF
TEL; 01244 350035
FAX; 01244 345635
www.millhotel.com

Bar Food
125 En-Suite Bedrooms
~ Restaurant Canaletto ~ Broad Beam Restaurant Cruise
~ Peppermill Restaurant
~ Health Club & Beauty Spa
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Family-run
Award-winning
Free House
on Halkyn Mountain
Walkers, Riders & Cyclists welcome
2013 CAMRA
Community Pub of the Year
We’ve had hundreds of
regularly changing Cask Ales,
Ciders and Perries
and keep our own
locally brewed
Blue Bell Bitter & Dark Blue (Porter)
Rhosesmor Road, Halkyn, CH8 8DL

www.bluebell.uk.eu.org
Tel 01352 780309
Cider Pub of the Year 2010
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CAMRA Regional Award
Winners 2007/2008

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Incidentally here was something recently posted on our branch forum:Current pub stock (approximately) = 45000
Current rate of pub closures = 30 per week, = 1500 per year
Current number of breweries = 1200, Current rate of new breweries opening = 100 pa
Let x = number of years until number of pubs equals number of breweries
Then 45000 - 1500x = 1500 + 100x,
43500 = 1600x,
27.18 = x
So in just over 27 years, there will be more breweries than pubs! Support your local!

Brewery News
We have another new brewer in our midst. The Beer Refinery is a
custom made, locally built four barrel system based out at Wervin
between Chester and Ellesmere Port. They are a partnership of ten engineers - some homebrewers, some just beer lovers and, as they're not reliant on the brewery for an income, they are able to brew the beers they
want to drink rather than what they think will sell the best.
Their inaugural beer was a very well received Mischief Pale Ale, a 4.6%
number that appeared on the pumps at Artichoke, Kash and the Cellar.
We wish them success with their venture and look forward to some
interesting beers over the next 12 months including a porter for Christmas.
Weetwood Brewery has finally been sold. After 21 successful years, which has seen the
business grow from brewing on a five barrel plant in converted farm buildings, to a new
thirty barrel brewery in Kelsall, founders Adrian Slater and Roger Langford have sold the
business to new directors Phil McLaughlin and Laura Humby. The hope is for a seamless
handover with both the business and brewing remaining very much as normal.

Ellesmere Port News
Just one or two snippets. As we write this work is currently going on at the White Lion
at Childer Thornton to open a new restaurant extension in readiness for Christmas.
Fingers crossed it won’t affect the character of this intimate, absolute belter of a pub.
Both Wetherspoon outlets in the Port area thoroughly deserve a mention. The consistent
Thomas Telford in the town centre is an active tweeter proudly promoting its cask ale range.
They also offer 2 or 4 pint flagons for take out.
In Overpool the Wheatsheaf is understandably keen to mention its LocAle credentials.
Regular ales here come from Cheshire Brew Brothers, Weetwood and Peerless.
There have been changes at the Grace on Stanney Lane. The former John Barras pub is
now part of the Flaming Grill chain complete with lurid orange colour scheme. Cask ale
survives. Over in Great Sutton nothing much changes at the White Swan which suits us just
fine as this Robinson’s tied-house is an excellent community local.

5
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Chester News
Good to see the fortunes at the former Fat Cat / Linenhall Vaults on Lower Watergate Street
on the upturn. The Mockingbird Taproom is now part of the expanding food-led New Moon
Company (which also includes Kelsall's Lord Binning) and specialises in culinary delights
from around the Gulf of America. As for the ale, they said on their twitter account
@MockingbirdCH1, "food has many influences but the beer is local" and indeed Cheshire
Brew Brothers, Tatton, Weetwood and Woodlands have all been seen on the pumps. Not all
local though. A very tasty Ossett Turning Leaves was on one Saturday which we enjoyed in
the pleasantly busy bar area while listening to some atmospheric background ju-ju music.
We reckoned King Sunny Ade or Ebenezer Obey. Shazam wasn’t having it so we’ll never
know.
The Frog on Liverpool Road in Upton re-opened in early autumn. Generally two beers on
and these have included Landlord, Black Sheep, Spitfire and Salopian Shropshire Gold.
Close by a brand new pub has opened at the Upton Dene development near to the
Countess of Chester Hospital. Nothing to get too excited about though. It’s called the
Race Horse and is another of the branded Hungry Horse chain so expect Greene King stuff.
We ought mention the other two pubs in Upton while we’re at it. The Wheatsheaf on
Heath Road is Cask Marque listed and part of the Sizzling Pub chain (hence national
branded beers) while, over on Dicksons Drive, the Bear’s Paw is a Greene King Local Pub
and, fair play, it is a fine community-spirited pub too!
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Good news from just off Bridge Street where the Weighing Room, giving a clue to its
location, has been renamed the Commonhall Street Social. Previously very much of a
wine / cocktail bar mentality (including earlier guises as Got Wine and the Pelican) it is
now keen on cask and craft keg. The real ale is sourced locally, from the likes of Big Hand
and Weetwood, and is electrically pumped and served via wall taps on the bar wall.
We particularly like the prodigious and imaginative use of old pallets which you’ll find
incorporated in wall panelling as well as the furniture in the rear patio garden.
On Lower Bridge Street, it’s good to see guest ales
appearing with regularity at the 17th century, lovely on
the outside, modernised on the in, Olde King’s Head.
These have included those from the likes of Otley,
Cross Bay, Mobberley and Peerless. Watch out though
for the invidious practice of a 20p mark up on a half pint
compared to half the cost of a pint. Boo! Hiss!
Not merely content with trying to maintain their cask ale
excellence the Cellar on City Road has been trying to
encourage customers to create the perfect pickled egg.
There was tension in the air in October when regulars
amassed carefully cradling their jam jars and then
watching their lovingly crafted, culinary creations carved
open and intensively scrutinised for taste and texture by a
panel of skilled judges. Champion pickler in the end came
from the Cross Keys who, rumour has it, may host a similar event next Easter.
More quite wacky news of the Cellar. The chaps there, Aki & Adam, have purchased a
1973 Bedford Ice Cream van which they intend to use as a mobile bar selling craft keg
and racked bright real ale (i.e. yeast no longer in suspension). The target audience will be
wedding receptions and such like. Cracking eccentric idea! The name for this enterprise is
very amusing but, alas, embargoed while checks on trademark infringement are undertaken.
It will have been in full swing for a while now but look out for a real ale bar at the Chester
Christmas Market on the Town Hall Square. Local ales will feature and it is hoped that
there will be some form of CAMRA discount.

Friday Five Around Boughton – October 2014
Despite the threat of rain for the evening it was a good turnout for the first Friday Five around
pubs in Boughton.
Starting point was the Bridge Inn on Tarvin Road which proved a popular venue with our
group with Blakemere Black Mamba, Salopian Shropshire Gold, Saltaire Blonde and Sharp’s
Doom Bar available on the pumps; TT Landlord had just run out. I tried the Black Mamba,
of course, which was a delicious dark, creamy mild and worth a score of 4/5 on the CAMRA
beer quality scale. (www.camra.org.uk/nbss)
Others tried the Saltaire and Salopian beers and both were in good condition.
Following a tip-off about a new landlady keen to push real ale, we strayed off our planned
itinerary as there were no serious time constraints, and walked up to the Cherry Orchard.
More people in here than previous pub and just Theakston’s Bitter on tap but in very good
condition, so it was decent advice! One of our members remembered having to queue up
on a Friday night to get in such was the popularity of this pub about 20 years ago.
Getting back on track we moved on to the Gardener’s Arms, a first visit for me, and this
small wood-panelled pub was very quiet. Only Frodsham Gold was available as the
Doombar had run out so I tried a half of the former which was OK but not to my taste.
We did gather a few more members here to bring the total of our band up to ten.
Next, and just across the road, was the
inviting terraced Mount which is now
supplied with beers from Hyde’s brewery.
There’s always a busy buzz about this pub,
well supported by the local community,
and on the pumps a selection of three
beers; typically Hydes Original and those
from the Beer Studio range - in this case
Amber Dawn and Outcast which were
particularly good, especially as the latter
was a very tasty dark beer.
Cask is 50p off all day Wednesday and buy
five pints (not necessarily all at the same
time!) you get one free.
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The Mount with its old Greenall’s signage

Moving on we headed down Boughton to the
Little Oak, a pub with a variable track record
since one of our favourite landlords left for ‘Career enhancing opportunities’ some years ago.
Tonight it had three cask beers: Tetley Gold, Sadlers Hop Bomb and Upham Punter.
Never heard of the latter before, but the brewery is in Hampshire and the beer was a very
well balanced premium bitter. Not many people in for a Friday evening but top marks for
beer choice.
The next pub, off the main drag on Spital Walk, was the community-minded Spital Vaults.
Alas, we were disappointed, especially for a pub with Cask Marque affiliation, as no real ale
was available (just a temporary blip we were assured).
Onward then to the Lock Vaults on Hoole Lane. Another quiet pub on a
Friday night! Where is everybody? No doubt in the city centre hitting the
shots! Beers were from the Marston’s range plus Castle Rock Harvest Pale
as a guest. Doombar was acceptable but the Castle Rock and the Jennings
Cumberland were less well received by my fellow travellers.
So our Friday Five turned out to be Seven. I must improve my counting
next time!
JB

Cheshire Heritage Pub Tour
In Cheshire seven pubs are listed by CAMRA as historic pubs with interiors of national
importance. We organised a Saturday trip to take in the six that are currently open - with the
Holly Bush in Bollington currently closed. Leaving Chester, the first stop not too far away
was the Traveller’s Rest in Alpraham. Run by the same family for 110 years; most of the
interior and fittings date back to when it was extended in 1937. It has three small rooms and
you have to go outside to gain access to the back room. A charming bowling green can be
found at the back of the pub. Weetwood Eastgate and Tetley’s Bitter were the beers on offer.
Driving through Crewe we reached the Hawk Inn at Haslington. The Oak Room at the rear
has 17th C wood panelling originally taken from another building. Parts of the early wattle
and daub structure can be seen in the games room. Landlord Tim was very welcoming
and we were treated to some food and a tour of the cramped original cellar; presumably
landlords of old were either short or stooped. The two Robinson’s and two Hartley’s beers
were very good.
Next we headed to the small village of Barthomley and its attractively thatched White Lion.
This 17th century half-timbered building sits opposite the church, as many good pubs do.
The front room was the original pub before the side room was converted in 1953. Again,
original wattle and daub was visible but sadly a chimney fire in 2013 meant some of the
original fireplace area has been replaced. Six hand pumped beers from Marston’s feature.
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Heading north
we reached the
unusually named
Bleeding Wolf
in Scholar Green.
This particularly
wonderful and
Remarkably
intact inter-war
roadhouse was built for Robinsons in 1936. The curved frontage, inglenook fireplace and
stained glass depicting the “bleeding wolf” were very striking features.
Relief bar manager Herbie did an excellent job of hosting us (thanks for the chips!) while
we enjoyed the range of 5 Robinsons beers.
More lovely country lanes then took us to the very rural Harrington Arms in Gawsworth.
It was part of a working farm until 2007 when the businesses were separated. It has a Tap
Room with tiled floor, servery, snug and a small lounge. The former kitchen room still has its
impressive range. Robinson’s seem to have a monopoly on Heritage pubs in this part of the
world but certainly no complaints about the Dizzy Blonde, which was excellent.
Our final Heritage pub was the 18th century Castle in Macclesfield, converted to a pub in
Victorian times. There is a charming little tap room and the corridor hosts glazed screenwork,
a serving hatch and unusual display case. A delightful smoke room to the side has early
20th century fittings, bell pushes and a notable ceiling. Beers were from Ringwood and
the local Wincle Brewery.
With some time to spare we took in the Treacle Tap and Waters Green Tavern. Contrasting,
they are both excellent in their own way; the Tap being a small vibrant modern bar and the
Tavern a more traditional pub, both serving great beers. One of our group even managed a
swift one at the RedWillow bar. With lots of great pubs in Macc, we hope to return.
It was a really enjoyable trip and it only cost £15 to be ferried round all these fantastic pubs.
We are considering another Heritage trip at some point, a little further out next time, so if you
are interested, keep an eye out for news.
More details of all these pubs can be found on the website www.heritagepubs.org.uk or in
the excellent CAMRA book – Britain’s Best Real Heritage pubs.
Mr W

Ken Gander RIP
We were saddened to hear of the recent passing of a former landlord of the Olde Custom
House on Watergate Street in Chester. Ken Gander, along with wife Jackie, made a
wonderful team and jointly ran a terrific, convivial pub that always served up a perfect pint.
Everyone had their favourite whether it be any of the popular Border Brewery bitters, the
Exhibition Mild, Marston's Pedigree or the occasional winter treat of
Owd Rodger tapped direct from the barrel.
This was all back in the dark days when keg was king and there weren't
too many cask ale watering holes to frequent; especially of such high
quality. Suffice to say, the "Cuzzie" was a shoe-in for many editions of the
Good Beer Guide and was the venue for many of us now older lags to
hone their social drinking and enjoy the, ahem, extremely flexible opening
hours afforded to the inner sanctum of regulars.
RIP Ken. Our thoughts go to Jackie and the rest of the family.

Chester Pub Protection Group news
More on our opposition to the loss of the Ship Victory as part of the proposed Gorse Stacks
bus station development. Our complaint to the Ombudsman was submitted in October but
after three weeks we were told they could not start the investigation within the stipulated 20
working days due to excessive workload! Eventually we were allocated a case worker and
the first part of the process was to determine if the complaint fits within their narrow remit for
investigations. Thankfully we have just heard back that they will be able to investigate the
complaint and a letter has now gone to Cheshire West requesting all the information for the
case. We will be able to provide information at a later date for the investigation.
Meanwhile, whilst this whole sorry saga drags on, Cheshire West & Cheshire council have
formally submitted a planning application to demolish the Ship Victory. The application is due
for a final decision mid December so by the time you have read this the outcome will be
known. Just in case the planning application is extended we’d urge anyone who wishes to
object to the application to please do so. This can be done online via
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk, search under planning applications for 14/04539/FUL.
Rode Park & Lawton Cricket Club
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Acton, Nantwich Star
01270 627296
Alsager
Mere
01270 882019
Altrincham Old Market Tavern 0161 927 7062
Audlem
Bridge
01270 812928
Audlem
Shroppie Fly
01270 812379
Bollington
Dog & Partridge
01625 573596
Chester
Bridge Inn
01244 316299
Chester
Cellar Bar
01244 318950
Chester
Marlborough
01244 323543
Chester
Ship
01244 67840
Chester
Telford’s Warehouse 01244 390090
Childer Thornton Halfway House 0151 339 2202
Congleton Beartown Tap
01260 270990
Congleton Waggon & Horses 01260 271680
Congleton
Young Pretender 01260 273277
Crewe
Brunswick
01270 849458
Crewe
Crewe Arms
01270 750392
Dutton
Tunnel Top
01928 718181
Gawsworth Harrington Arms
01260 223325
Halkyn
Blue Bell
01352 780309
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See also
www.outinncheshire.
co.uk

ad hoc folk music, Thursday evening.
Live music every Tuesday in term time.
Rock music Saturday & Sunday evenings.
Acoustic folk music every Monday 8.30 pm
Live bands Fri & Sat *** BANDS WANTED***
Folk Club Fridays 8.30 - £2 unless guest is on
Live music every Saturday
Live music Friday & Saturday evenings
Live music Friday & Saturday evenings
Acoustic Live- Friday 9 pm
Live music most evenings
Open mike night. Wednesday 9.30
Acoustic night, second Wednesday of the month
Live music every second Saturday
Live Music every Thursday
Live music every Friday, Saturday, Sunday
Live bands every Sat *** BANDS WANTED***
Monday 8 pm jam night. 3rd Tuesdays Irish/Folk
Folk Session, Friday Evening
Old time sing-a-long every Friday evening.
traditional Folk Monthly, every 2nd Thurs
Handbridge Carlton
01244 671070
Live acoustic Jam session second Friday
Haslington Hawk
01270 582181
Acoustic Mondays, live bands Saturdays
Knutsford
Cross Keys
01565 750404
Trad Music session, 1st Weds of month, 9 pm
Knutsford
Lord Eldon
01565 652261
Thurs; open mike night, Saturday; live bands
Lach Dennis Duke of Portland 01606 46264
Saturday 7.30 starting soon; call for details
Lostock Gralam Nectars Bar 01606 333723
Jam Wednesday, Vinyl/Live Music Saturday.
Lostock Gralam Slow & Easy 01606 215586
Saturday nights; call for details
Lower Walton Stag
01925 261680
Jazz on Thursdays, 9 pm.
Macclesfield Macc
01625 423704
Tuesday acoustic night
Macclesfield Millstone
01625 606637
Saturday
Macclesfield Railway View
01625 423657
Tuesday evgs, alternating Jam and Open Mic.
Macclesfield Wharf
01625 261879
Most Friday evgs,plus last Sunday of the month
Marston
Salt Barge
01606 43064
Friday 9 pm
Middlewich Big Lock
01606 833489
Folk, first Sunday of the month, 8 pm.
Middlewich Boar’s Head
01606 833191
Saturdays, (Folk Jam 2nd Sat of the month)
‘Open Mic’ night, third Wed of the month
Mobberley Bull’s Head
01565 873134
Smooth Jazz every other Sunday
Nantwich
Black Lion
01270 628711
Live music Fri and Sat, ad hoc Tues & Thurs
Nantwich
Leopard
01270 480484
‘Open Mic’ night, 1st & 3rd Sundays of month
Nantwich
Railway Hotel
01270 623482
Live music Friday and Saturday
Northwich
Bowling Green
01606 42333
Live bands Saturday evenings
Northwich
Kingfisher
01606 354720
Occasional live music; call for details
Poynton
Royal British Legion 01625 873120
R&B 2nd Thurs, Jazz, 3rd Thurs of the month
Sandbach
The Fox at Elworth 01270 760219
Live music every Saturday 9 pm
Sandbach
Market Tavern
01270 762099
Live bands every Saturday evening
Smallwood Bluebell
01477 500262
Folk Music, last Monday of the month, 8.30
Swettenham Swettenham Arms 01477 571284
Live music most Wednesdays
Willaston
Nag’s Head
01270 650176
Live Bands on Friday and Saturdays
Wilmslow
Conservative Club 01625 528336
Live Jazz every Tuesday
Wilmslow
King William
01625 524022
Last Saturday of each month
Winsford
Red Lion
01606 552285
Live music on Friday & Saturday nights
Wybunbury Swan
01270 841280
Live music on Fridays and Saturdays
Bands, fans and licensees are encouraged to tell us about new entries for this listing.
This information is only as accurate as what we are told! Please help us keep it updated.
Under the Live Music Act 2012 pubs can provide live music for an audience of up to 200 up to 11 pm
without applying for a licence. Larger audiences are permitted if the music is not amplified.
Can we expect an upsurge in live music in pubs? Let’s hope so!
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YOUR RIGHTS
You should receive a
full pint, not 90% - don’t
hesitate to ask for a top up.
If you suffer a poor
customer experience, let
the staff know, politely.
If they won’t put things
right, then as appropriate
contact Trading Standards
or Environmental Health
(-or call us!).

Advertise with us - let our readers be your customers!
Out Inn Cheshire welcomes new advertisers, no matter what your business.
Reach 50,000 discerning readers!
We publish quarterly, with a print run of 14,000
ADVERTISING RATES
being distributed free to over 400 pubs, off-licences
Colour Black & White
and other outlets across the county.
Small
£75
£50
We are happy to design your ad for you!
Medium
£150
£90
Full page £300
£180

New advertisers are always welcome.

Out Inn Cheshire is a not-for-profit publication of
the Campaign for Real Ale; itself a not-for-profit
Consumer Group. Printing costs are funded entirely
by advertising income. We accept advertising from
just about anybody, so long as it does not offend
our campaigning or other sensibilities!

advertising@outinncheshire.co.uk
Substantial discounts for regular slots
Next Issue;
Copy Deadline; 1 February
Publishing Date; 1 March (approx)
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