NORTH CHESHIRE
Covers Warrington and Vale Royal, including Frodsham, Lymm and Northwich.
Meetings are usually held in the Warrington/Northwich area, with regular surveys of outlying areas.
New members and formerly inactive members are especially welcome.
Branch contacts;
Rupert Adams
contact@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
Nicholas Bosley chairman@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
Out Inn Cheshire articles or adverts: oiccoordinator@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
If anything of remotest interest is happening in your local, let these guys know!

www.northcheshirecamra.org.uk/
North Cheshire Pub of the Year 2015:
North Cheshire Club of the Year 2015:

Lion Hotel, Moulton
Appleton Thorn Village Hall

CAMRA DIARY
All Weekday events start at 8 pm unless specified otherwise.

Tue 16 Jun;
Sat 20 Jun;
Tue 23 Jun;
Sat 4 Jul;

Vale Royal Survey, Hartford. Meet at the Coachman.
Social to Buxton by train. See website for details.
Branch Meeting, Egerton Arms, Little Budworth. (note change of date!)
2nd Charity Beer & Bus Run. Time to be confirmed.
Buses running throughout the day. See website and page 31 for details.
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DOUBLE SURVEY EVENT ON 9 July
Thu 9 Jul;
Vale Royal Survey. Meet at Watermeade, Lostock.
Thu 9 Jul;
Warrington Survey. Meet at Cherry Tree, Culcheth.
Wed 22 Jul; Branch Meeting, Memphis Belle, Warrington.
Tue 4 Aug; Branch Meeting, 7.30pm, Davenham Cricket Club, off Hartford Road.
Sat 15 Aug; Social to Derby by train. See website for details.
Tue 18 Aug; Warrington Survey, Meet at 9 Gallon.
For latest updates visit http://northcheshirecamra.org.uk

Community Pub gets physical
for charity
The Leigh Arms on Warrington Road,
Little Leigh,Northwich hosted First Class
Wrestling in May, for the fifth year running.
This Robinson’s pub is the only pub in the
country to host live pro-wrestling.
The free event
aimed to raise
£2000 for
Meningitis Now;
a charity that
rebuilds lives
and funds lifesaving research for people
affected by Meningitis.
Joanne Higham, Licensee, said: “Over the
past 5 years we’ve raised a phenomenal
£6000 and seen over 1000 people come
to the event. The show is great fun for the
whole family and extremely popular.
We look forward to hosting every year as
it really brings everyone together for a
great cause.”

North Cheshire CAMRA
Club of the Year Appleton Thorn Village Hall
May saw CAMRA North Cheshire at the
Appleton Thorn Village Hall to award the
Branch Club of the Year for 2015.
This club is still as popular as ever with
its ever changing range of guest beers
plus ciders and perries and welcome from
Derek and Alison Massey.
Presenting the award, CAMRA
North Cheshire Chairman Nick
Bosley said that the judging
was carried out when Derek
and Alison were taking a well
deserved break in Australia.
The Club had been in safe and
capable hands when they
were away and to loud cheers
son Chris accepted the award.

The Leigh Arms sells Robinson’s cask ale
and on the day its usual menu was
supplemented by American style food.
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A second award was presented by John
Lewis of CAMRA’s National Club Advisory
Group, for being one of the final four in last
year’s competition. Derek accepted this
award praising all the team at the Club and
the members who make the place what it is.

The event was followed by live music by
local band Smoke Shack.

One of Alison’s famous buffets then
appeared and a good night was had by all.

North Cheshire CAMRA Fifth Beer Matched Dinner
A regular feature of Out Inn Cheshire is a report on the Beer Matched Dinner held in March
at Oswalds at the Helter Skelter, Frodsham. This is a well established event of the
North Cheshire CAMRA calendar; this being the fifth one.
As in previous years we joined by Halton CAMRA members and this year we also welcomed
friends from Chester & South Clwyd CAMRA. Frodsham is readily accessible by public
transport.
Once again Nick Broome excelled with his menu and beer matching (with, of course,
wine matched options and soft drinks for
those not wanting to drink beer).
- A pre-dinner pint from the excellent selection
on the bar was followed by a starter of
Pork Fillet and Black Pudding Wellington,
Onion, Sage and Cider Sauce accompanied
by Greyhawk Nirvana Pale Ale (4.3%).
- The main course was Red Thai Chicken
Curry with Wild Rice with Brewmaster IPA.
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- A scrumptious dessert of Tiramisu
Cheesecake was washed down by
Thornbridge Coco Wonderland.
We were pleased to welcome regular
attendees as well as some new faces and
friends from other branches of CAMRA.
A very sociable event!
The Helter Skelter is an excellent venue for
the event.
However, if you have any
suggestions for an alternative venue please
email: mailto:ncmembersec@gmail.com.
Venues need to be accessible by public
transport with a restaurant of sufficient size
to accommodate 35+ people and with the
capacity to serve a different, suitably
matched beer (or wine) with each course.
We hope you are now sufficiently enthused
to come and join us next year.
KA

Request from the Editor
As we drag ourselves up to date, CAMRA
would like to keep in touch with its growing
membership by the best method.
E-mail is simplest (and we promise that you
will not be bombarded with dross).
If you are a CAMRA member, anywhere, just
drop a quick e-mail to the CAMRA branch of
your choice so we can keep you in the loop
once in a while.

One of the new wave of shop front micro pubs – Grocers in Cadishead
Until recently those in search of cask-conditioned beer in Cadishead had to give up and
travel to Manchester. That is now dramatically changed with the opening of Grocers in
Liverpool Road. Funnily enough it used to be a grocer’s shop.
Martin Shallcross has exercised his imagination and a considerable
amount of physical effort to provide a convivial little pub where beers
are dispensed in the good, old fashioned way, straight from the barrel
by gravity feed. Old fashioned the dispensing may be but you get a full
pint of up to the minute beers from a wide range of brewers which tend
to be local and include, for example, Seven Bro7hers, Blackjack’s,
Dunham Massey and, usually, a real cider.
It is just over the border from Cheshire so why not check Whatpub.com
for opening times and jump on a bus (100 from Warrington) and swap
conversation with Martin or the enthusiastic locals and visitors who have
found a real gem behind a rather ordinary shop front?

Jeff B

If you can’t get to the pub, why not let the pub come to you?
One of our local landlords is frequently demonstrating his prowess as an entrepreneur.
One thinks of Glastonferry, Penketh Carnival and the Festivales events in those glorious marquees. His latest venture is the “Pop Up Pub”. He has two trailers, one is for draught/kegged
products and the other is an insulated fridge trailer which can house twenty one 9 gallon
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casks. Both require mains power from a generator. From arriving on site they can be ready
to dispense within minutes.
The draught trailer has...
2 x large chillers
12 chrome elegance dispensing taps
It can dispense 7 different keg products at once (across 12 taps)
8 optic brackets for spirits
The fridge trailer has...
Cellar chilling unit to chill the inside environment of the trailer
Shelving for packaged products (ie cans / bottles etc)
Floor space for kegs and casks
Lined insulation
His intention is to provide a 'Pop up Pub' at events such as carnivals, rallies, shows,
marquee events etc. They are suited to outdoor spaces and can both dispense within
minutes.
He will be serving from both at this year’s Penketh Carnival using two large gazebos and
folding aluminium bar counters. As well as using them himself he is also looking to advertise
the facility to hire for marquee beer festivals etc. or private house parties.
Please contact him at andymulholland@hotmail.com

Where’s That Pub?
The ornamental design shown in the last issue can be seen on the
White Hart in Warrington town centre, where a choice of three
cask ales can be enjoyed.
Three ales can also be found in the pub for this month’s teaser.
But if you sampled all three it would be wise not to exit through
this door!!
Where can this be found?
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4T’s BREW WALKER’S BITTER AGAIN - Walker’s Resurrection
Cheshire Brewers, 4T’s, have teamed up with Professor
Jan Nielsen from Swansea University to try and recreate
the legendary Walker’s Bitter.
Last brewed in 1998 at Dallam Lane in Warrington,
home of the Walker’s Brewery. The 4T’s head brewer,
Jordan Millington, has produced an authentic replica
Walker’s Bitter. The recipe was from 1961, from the
Dallam Lane Brewery books.
These recipe books date back 100 years, from 1865 to 1965,
and against all the odds have survived after first being
stored at the National Brewing Museum, in Burton on
Trent, they then moved to another location in Cheshire and
the intention eventually is they are to be moved to their
final destination, at the Merseyside Records Office in
Liverpool, with all the other Walker’s artefacts.
Professor Nielsen managed to gain access to the recipes
and decided that one from 1961, was typical of the 1960’s
period, before the influence of Tetley began to interfere
with the Walker’s Brewery. He gauged that older drinkers
in the Warrington area, and further afield in Liverpool
will remember the brew from their youth.
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Picture courtesy of Warrington Guardian

This iconic brew was produced jointly by Professor Nielsen, and Jordan Millington of
4T’s, using the authentic brewery ingredients - not normally used these days - including
brewing sugars and salts. Due to the kindness of Marston’s Brewery in Burton on Trent,
sufficient yeast was obtained to keep up the authenticity of the brew.
It is to be called Walkers Resurrection.
Early indications from the brewery indicate that the colour, gravity and taste are as authentic
as can be remembered. Older readers from the area, may well remember this iconic brew
and are especially welcome to sample this brew at the Tavern in Church Street, Warrington.
Your feedback would be especially appreciated.
Hopefully, there will be enough beer to sample with
the brewery making the equivalent of five brewer’s barrels,
that is 20 firkins.
4T’s will be sending out the firkins to other interested areas
such as Liverpool to gauge their opinion of the brew.
Considering it is quite some while since Walker’s was brewed
in Warrington, many people still remember with affection
this legendary beer, and if there is sufficient support,
4T’s might well add this beer to the growing range of
regular beers produced at the brewery on Picow Farm Road,
Runcorn, Cheshire.
4T’s resurrection of “lost” beers joins the range of former
Warrington ales brewed by the Tipsy Angel Brewery.
Are other areas of Cheshire also recreating gems from
the past? You can keep in touch with developments at the
brewery by consulting 4T’s website.
JR

Fact finding whilst delivering Out Inn Cheshire
You may have wondered how your copy of Out Inn Cheshire gets
to pubs and clubs. We have a dedicated team of volunteers who
spend lots of their hard earned spare time visiting “their pubs” and
picking up useful snippets of news. Here follows a selection.
Great news from the Tiger’s Head, Norley. After high sales of
the Marston’s own beer range the landlady can now sell a
selection of independent national beers each quarter. The ratio
of independent to beers to Marston’s own is not limited; this
choice is only allowed in Marston pubs that are not
Pub/Restaurants with managers. Do you know of a local
Marston’s pub that could do the same?
We’ve uncovered the fact that the Lees Great Budworth Bitter
in the village’s George & Dragon is actually brewed as Lees
John Willies. The 4.5% ABV was a clue but a call to the Brewery
confirmed it. Other pubs featuring Robinson’s 1892 3.3% Mild with
pump clips of their own name or that of a local attraction eg Whitegate Way in the Plough
at Whitegate and Broad Oak Ale in the White Lion, Alvanley, Red Lion, Pickmere and
Parr Arms, Grappenhall are removing the beer choice and pump clips following Robinson’s
much publicised decision to cease brewing the Mild beer.
28 Compliments to De Fine Food & Wine, Sandiway for having most of their bottled beers
qualifying as ‘Real Ale in a Bottle’. A good proportion were from Brightside, Manchester and
Cheshire Brewhouse
RO

Best Pub in Cheshire!
Family-run free house, the Egerton Arms in Little Budworth
was awarded this accolade at the beginning of April.
Chosen as Best Pub 2015 for Taste Cheshire (part of
Marketing Cheshire) in a ceremony at Chester Racecourse,
it was one of 5 pubs short-listed from nominations made by
the public online (in conjunction with Taste Cheshire and
the Chester Chronicle) which were then “mystery shopped”
by the awards panel.
Emily Walter explained “The previous year we had only
been open 9 months and had been nominated in the
Outstanding Customer Service category (and won Silver).
We were overwhelmed to be
nominated for Best Pub and even
more shocked to win!”
“The award celebrates our service,
food, atmosphere and location.
We are three young sisters - with
occasional intervention from their
parents - running a successful pub
that had been closed for many years. Now we are reinvigorating
it, serving a great selection of local ales and world beers, bringing
people together, raising money via live music events and themed
nights and are having a great time doing it.
In July we plan a Beer and Music Festival; last year’s was a real hit.
We will have live music every afternoon and evening throughout.
We also are planning a meet the brewer/meet the distiller event.”

The Lion Scoops Top Award
At a presentation in April Nick Bosley, Chair of North Cheshire CAMRA, was delighted to
award the Lion Hotel, Moulton, with a certificate as Pub of the Year for 2015.
The Lion had to beat off strong opposition from the Helter Skelter and Costello’s who were
joint second, closely followed by the Penny Black. The award recognises that the cask
beers at the Lion are kept and served in tip top condition and is testament to the hard work
of the licensees, Andy Jones and Dolores Fallon, who moved to the village in 2013.
Since they took over the Lion the young couple have been working hard to create a pub
that is at the very centre of its community.
Nick said, “This is our premier award and for the Lion to have
been voted Pub of the Year by our members, in only its second
year under new management, is quite outstanding” he went on
to recall, “It's full circle for me making a presentation at the pub
where I attended my first CAMRA meeting some 34 years ago.
My thoughts then were 'big Tetley pub full of locals'.
I guess the Tetley beer has gone but it is still very much a
local/community pub”.
Andy said, “Dolores and I are absolutely thrilled to be
announced as CAMRA Pub of the Year; we have only been
here for 20 months!
We both love our Real Ale from when we used to visit our
local back in Gorton, Manchester (with Timothy Taylor being
a particular favourite!). During the five years I was the Bar
Manager at a cricket club in Chorlton I really enjoyed
introducing new ales.
The Lion is 'work in progress' but receiving this award is such a wonderful feeling that
people appreciate that we are trying to do things right! This is a huge incentive to drive us
on with our values of community, great real ale and traditional, quirky pub atmosphere.
Customers and staff alike create the warm, welcoming atmosphere that we have.”
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To the pub by bus
In the Spring Out Inn Cheshire I planned to write an article for a pub crawl on the relatively
new bus route 17A and 17C which circled Warrington to the north as far as Birchwood to the
east and Westbrook to the west. However it stopped in April! Changes were made to
evening services too, meaning most places average one service an hour at best.
One notable exception is the evening ½ hourly services to Cinnamon Brow (26E and 27E).
So, are there some decent places serving real ale for an evening visit?
First port of call is the first stop on Cinnamon Lane North, the Farm Club. For those of you
who know the area,the faces may seem familiar. Mark and Andrea, who previously ran
the Millhouse, have taken on this popular community facility. Mark’s first move was to
reintroduce Holts bitter (old habits die hard!) and it is selling fairly well. A beer festival is
pencilled in for the first weekend in September.
Continue up Cinnamon Lane North (the buses only go the one way), turning left at the end,
you are faced with the Millhouse. It could be visited now but probably best visited as your
last stop, with two bus stops opposite.
Walking up Delph Lane then turning left onto Mill Lane you meet the Plough. Gone are the
days when this former CAMRA North Cheshire pub of the year served 8 cask beers and
even experimented with real cider. It now sounds disappointing to say there are only 4 beers
(usually Moorhouse’s Pride of Pendle plus Thwaites Wainwright as regulars) but then quite
often there are local beers like Tatton, Weetwood and Merlin so you’re not going to see
much complaining – except when they sell out! Quiz nights are Thursdays from about 9.30.
30 Another reason to smile is 10% CAMRA discount.
Retracing our steps to the Millhouse and we find 6 beers on
hand pump; three Holts (bitter, mild and Two Hoots) with three
guest ales. Usually one is from Bootleg brewery (owned by
Holts; brewed in Chorlton) and the other two may be national,
regional or local (a lot of Beartown seen recently). There is
live music most Saturdays and a quiz Tuesday and Thursday.
So well worth an evening trip on the bus.

The
Crown
Inn

Crown Lane
Lower Peover, Knutsford

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Come try our excellent freshly cooked food
and wide range of fine cask ales.
Open 12-3, 5.30-11 Mon-Sat, 12-10.30 Sun
Varied specials menu
Food served every day
12 – 2 & 6.30 – 9 (12 – 5.30 Sundays)
Tuesday Quiz (9.30 pm)
on
Seas
Thursday; Pie Night! ub of the r 2009
P

tel. 01565 – 722074

me
Sum

Nick T
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