CHESTER & SOUTH CLWYD
CAMRA DIARY
For the latest events, please visit the branch web site www.camracasc.org.uk
Meetings begin at 8.15 pm unless stated
Thu 18 Jun; Branch meeting; Half Way House, Childer Thornton.
(On main A41 road)
Fri 19 Jun; Pub Gardens, probably Willington Hall Hotel and others.
Dep. Mill Hotel 18.30
Sat 27 Jun; Chorlton Pubs. Train to Manchester then tram. All dayer! Dep. Chester 10.52
Sat 4 Jul;
Regional meeting Merseyside & Cheshire; St. Helens area. Venue TBA. 1 pm
Thu 16 Jul; Branch meeting; Hand Hotel, Chirk. In King’s room?
17 – 20 Jul; Beer Festival Three Chimneys, Hooton Green, Hooton
Sat 18 Jul; Beer Festival West Cheshire Brewers. At Spitting Feathers brewery,
Common Farm, Waverton. Sessions: 2 pm-6 pm & 7 pm-11 pm
Sat 25 Jul; Day trip by train to Sheffield, Kelham Island area. All dayer!
Dep. Chester 10.52, arr. back approx. 21.00
Sat 8 Aug; Calder Valley by train. Visit Hebden Bridge, Mytholmroyd, Sowerby Bridge etc.
Thu 20 Aug; Bear & Billet, Chester
Fri 28 Aug; – Ceriog Valley on minibus.
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Pick-up point is the Mill Hotel, Chester.
As well as Chester and its environs, this Branch covers an area
stretching from Parkgate on the Wirral to Tushingham in the South.
Branch Contacts: (phone numbers, are 01244– unless otherwise noted)
Chair: Brian Vardy
373298 chairman@camracasc.org.uk
Socials: John Bowyer 07887-688871 socials@camracasc.org.uk
Contact: Craig Papworth
313182 contact@camracasc.org.uk
Membership: Gareth Roberts
membership@camracasc.org.uk
Web editor: John Silloth
webmaster@camracasc.org.uk

THE ENTHUSIAST’S CHOICE
16 Handpumps
10 Regularly Changing Guest Cask Ales
Over 2000 Guest Beers per Year
plus Traditional Cider
13
Featured in the Good Beer Guide 1994-2008
Weekly Competition to win a week of Real Ale
Live Jazz Band on Mondays
Bar Food

MILTON STREET
CHESTER
CH1 3NF
TEL; 01244 350035
FAX; 01244 345635
www.millhotel.com

125 En-Suite Bedrooms
~ Restaurant Canaletto ~ Broad Beam Restaurant Cruise
~ Peppermill Restaurant
~ Health Club & Beauty Spa

Pub of the Year 2015 (Cheshire Area)
There was lots of celebrating going on at a
high-spirited Cellar on City Road when bar
manager Andrew Atkinson and his staff were
officially awarded the branch’s Cheshire Area
Pub of the Year 2015 for the second year
running. Within seconds Aki’s acceptance
speech was going viral on social media and
subsequent tweets were seen of him attempting
to kiss the branch chairman.
Seriously though, well done to the Cellar on serving up some wonderful beers from a whole
range of brewers over the course of the year. Long may it continue.
Our picture shows Bill Oddie look-alike branch chairman Brian Vardy with Sophie Hooper,
Aki, Martin Red Jumper (that’s what they call him!), Jake Lindop and Adam Roberts.

Club of the Year 2015 (Cheshire Area)
Our Club of the Year 2015 award for our Cheshire patch
has been presented to the spacious, multi-functional,
wood-panelled St Werburgh Parish Centre (aka the
Catholic Club) on Brook Street.
Club manager John Kenyon, to a round of applause and
handshakes from both club and branch members, was
delighted to accept the award and, after the flashbulbs of
the paparazzi had died down, he told us a little bit of the
history of the place.
Originally built in the 1900’s as the Bowling Green pub
(apparently there’s been bowling of sorts on the site since
the 17 Century!) it was sold by Greenalls when Chester’s
inner ring road was finally constructed in 1972. St Werburghs
took it over for their parish. Cask ale was later to arrive thanks
to the insistence of a former parish priest Father Sharrocks.
The centre is a hub of televised and local competitive sports;
bowling, darts, upstairs snooker and, pretty much unique to
Chester, bagatelle. Indeed John then had to dash off for a bagatelle league match leaving
us to sup Facers and Moorhouse’s Farm House and Facer’s DHB.

Another great pub
Stately Westwood Grange near Thornton Hough is now the Red Fox, the latest addition to
the well regarded Brunning & Price gastro-pub chain. The Red Fox is one of the largest in
the group, with many eating and drinking areas around a central bar, and acres of gardens.
There is even room for a large metallic
elephant. The pub is deservedly popular
for its seven real ales, all sourced from
micro-breweries, four cask ciders and
typically impressive B&P food.
Advance booking is strongly recommended
for those intending to dine and, despite its
size, the service is excellent.
The Red Fox is less than 200 yards outside
Cheshire on the B5163, just half a mile east
of the main A540 Chester - Hoylake road.
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Chester Pub News
Kash Tap Rooms held an excellent IPA All the Way festival in early May. A temporary bar
was fitted out with an impressive array of hand pumps serving some stunning ales from
the likes of Bad Seed, Magic Rock, Landlocked, Oakham, Salopian, First Chop, Kernel,
Big Rabbit, Otley, Fyne Ales, Hopstuff, Indy-Man-Brew-House as well as those from their
own Blueball and Redball breweries. With most of the beers combining both serious punch
and lip-puckering hoppiness, the faint hearted who like their ales to be malty and sub 3.6%
must have run a million miles! Each to their own. In the meantime, Kash regulars can benefit
from a loyalty card; drink ten pints of Blueball beers and you’ll get the next one free.
Kash is not the only Chester pub to have served up such innovative not-to-be missed treats.
The Cellar hosted a Malton based Brass Castle brewery takeover and Meet the Brewer night
in early May while the Pied Bull’s latest beer festival had consecutive Meet the Brewer
nights when hopmeisters from Cloudwater and Siren Craft were handed a microphone to
talk about their wares before answering questions from bibulous customers.
We can certainly vouch for American Ryan Witter-Merithew from Siren Craft being a
character even if you could have guessed that by looking at his beard. An incredibly
knowledgeable chap who was described as a “beer rock star” by one revered local bar
manager with adulation in his eyes! Equal praise too to the Bear & Billet for staging a
successful ciderfest complete with hay bales. There’s always an unusual non-mainstream
cider at this stunning half-timbered Okell’s (plus
guest ales) tied house.
44

The Plumber’s Arms, tucked away down Newgate
Street near the Church bar and NCP car park, has
undergone a revamp to appeal more as traditional
boozer. Hitherto it was best known for being a late
night venue catering for licensed bar staff but it’s
now had a new lick of paint, fresh seat covers and
hop bine decoration. New beer lines have been
installed to serve a permanent compliment of four

real ales (predominantly from Thwaites Crafty Dan range but beers are allowed to be
sourced from elsewhere) plus a cider. It would be great to see this one-room pub getting
more conventional hours trade as it’s readily forgotten about and overlooked. It’s actually
Grade II listed and his a real London pub appearance to it with attractive latticed windows
and herringbone brickwork. Give it a go!
The Bromfield Arms at Hoole, which comes under the auspices of the Spirit Group (aka
Chef & Brewer, Fayre & Square, Flaming Grill, Wacky Warehouse), has spent most of May
being refurbished into one of their Golden Oak themed pubs. Like the Mulberry Tree in
Warrington and the Golden Fleece in Lymm, where similar conversions have taken place,
it used to be part of the John Barras chain. Three more hand pumps have appeared as part
of the change.
Nearby, we were sad to see Angie and Spadge leave the
Royal Oak in May after a leaving party. They managed to
turn a struggling pub into an excellent community local. A
fine legacy.
Alfresco supping news . A floating beer garden is now in
place at the Boathouse Inn down at the popular Groves
in Chester. The 75 x 14 ft open air barge is moored
permanently outside the J.W.Lees tied house and has fixed
booth seating at stern and bow with free flow seating in the
middle. Needless to say, when the sun’s been out and the
temperature’s high, it’s an immensely popular feature.
With a 60 person capacity it may need boarding passes!
Across town, on the outskirts of Hoole, the Piper has been enhanced by the replacement
of its outside smoking area with smart new terrace seating enclosed by fences, colourful
planters and pergola. New cladding and signage has also been installed. (We do hope the
old pub sign wasn’t consigned to the skip.)
Relatively unusual for such a suburban pub it continues to sell a terrific range of changing
beers from the likes of Offbeat, Purple Moose, Front Row, Peerless and Salopian.
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Over the Border
Offa’s Dyke in Broughton is undergoing a refit and is scheduled
to re-open in June with hand pumps being added to the bar. In
the meantime, manager Ryan has been asking customers for a
name of a new house brew made by Woodlands of Nantwich.
We’ve suggested Wingmaker Ale to reflect the proximity of the
massive Airbus factory. When do we get our prize?
After a lengthy closure the Nag’s Head at Lavister is back in business. We were pleased to
see that the previous popular choice on the hand pumps viz Wye Valley HPA and Salopian
Shropshire Gold had been retained. On an absolute jam-packed opening night (and by all
accounts the locals have kept flocking in) the other beers on the pumps were Purple Moose
Glaslyn and Robinson’s Dizzy Blond. As for the refurb, it’s the usual gubbins with lots of
comfortable fixtures, fittings and fabrics. Not bothered about the pool table but pity the
dartboard’s gone too. Always a high scoring board for this correspondent! 180!!!
In mid-May, despite the piss poor rainy weather on the Friday, the North Wales Beer
Festival was another thoroughly enjoyable and successful event. Over 550 visitors were
welcomed to the Centenary Club at Wrexham's Racecourse Ground as they supped almost
2800 pints of beer and wassailed through 200 litres of cider. Besides the ales, there was
lots of admiration for the impressive phalanx of hand pumps on the bar while free entry for
CAMRA members proved popular (even luring in a coach party from Wigan branch for a few
46 hours).
Judging was hosted for three beer competitions (two on behalf of the mothballed Great
Welsh Festival) with Champion Beer North Wales 2015 winners being declared as Heavy
Industry 77 (Gold), Purple Moose Ysgawen (Silver) and Hafod Hopper (Bronze).
Fastest selling beer though (i.e. the first to run out) was Riverhead Sherbert Lemon while
Dee Ciders’ Sweet was voted the champion festival cider.
As ever many thanks to all the 40 or so hard working organisers and volunteer staff plus the
sponsors, hosts, bands, and what not as well as those who helped raise £250 for the By
Your Side cancer care appeal. Here's to next year (date to be decided)!

In the Sticks
There are promising shoots of recovery at the Shady Oak in Brassie Green near Tarporley
which re-opened in early spring. OK, first time visitors hoping for a quaint, rustic interior to
match the splendour of the rural setting next to the canal in the shadow of Beeston Castle
might be disappointed but the bright, fresh refurbishment is nonetheless most welcome.
Along with modern fixtures and fittings, semi-circle bay seating and spot-lights there's exposed brickwork and wooden flooring in both lounge and rear raised bar. There have been
up to three ales on at the bar but only Jennings Cumberland was available on a recent visit.
Food is available following a kitchen refit. Expect roasts judging by the carvery cabinet! As
they say, more reports please !
After a period of closure for refurbishment the Black Dog in
Waverton has reopened with a fresh new look. A lot of work
has obviously gone into the refurb resulting in the pub with a
much brighter modern feel inside whilst still retaining character.
Food is high on the list of priorities but drinkers are well
catered for with six hand pumps atop the long bar. It’s early
days yet but it looks like Lancaster Blonde and Timmy Taylor
Landlord will end up permanent with up to four others on offer. Beers are from the Enterprise
list and for this visit there was also London Pride, Black Sheep and Doom Bar on the pumps.
Three thirds are available if you can’t make up your mind.
The ample car parking remains, along with two pleasant patio areas where you can catch the
afternoon sun. We wish manager David Dodd and his team all the best in their new venture. 47
How come the Wheatsheaf Inn at No Man’s Heath near Malpas has been be rubbing
shoulders with the likes of Marks & Spencer, Fujitsu and Sony?
Because it was nominated for the “excellent work” it does in the local community by local
Eddisbury MP Stephen O’Brien for the Responsible Business Champion 2015 award
launched by the All-Party Parliamentary Corporate Responsibility Group.
Landlady, Emma Harvey, has, for example, launched a local meals on wheels service as
there was no provision for hot meals for the elderly in the area. The pub is also training two
apprentices in professional cooking and has significantly reduced its carbon footprint, using
a raft of local suppliers and introducing a number of energy efficiency measures.
O’Brien commented: “The Wheatsheaf Inn is a great example of how good business people,
with good business sense, lead innovation and improvement in the services available in
vibrant communities. To feature in a shortlist of companies, the majority of which are
national, household names, is an outstanding achievement and one the owners and staff
at the pub can be immensely proud of. This nomination is testimony to the impressive work
they have done to develop responsible business practices in-house in addition to providing
much-needed apprenticeships and services within the local community.”
Emma reflected: “It’s a great achievement as we’re the only small business represented.
Being an active and social responsible part of the local community is very important to us
and I’d like to thank everyone for the tremendous support they’ve shown over the past three
years.” Great effort. And they serve an excellent pint too lest we forget!
The Greyhound at Saughall now has five hand pumps
on the bar. Recent beers featured have been from
Stonehouse, Woodlands, Spitting Feathers, Weetwood
and Salopian so a very good choice from local brewers.
Food is very popular but it thankfully retains the
atmosphere of a traditional pub. As a side note this pub
was successfully listed as an Asset of Community Value
by the local parish council last year; great news.

Ellesmere Port News
Sightings of the return of in-use hand pumps at the Traveller’s Rest in Little Sutton have
been received. Our correspondent tells us this large two-roomed former Good Beer Guide
entry (back in the days when it was a Walkers house) has re-introduced cask in the separate
public bar only. A chat to a staff member revealed Wychwood Hobgoblin had been proving
very popular and they’d been getting through three casks/week. If the demand continues
further pumps will be installed in the lounge. She cited Wetherspoons as one of the reasons
for the return to cask so that’s one in the eye for critics of the national pub chain.
Two events on the Cheshire patch of the Wirral to mention. From Friday 10 - Sunday 12 July
the Pollards Inn at Willaston will be hosting a beer and music festival. If that doesn’t satisfy
you, there’s another fezza a week later close by at the Chimneys, Hooton Green. This will
run from from Friday 17 - Monday 20 July and has proved very popular in previous years.

Brewery News
News from Spitting Feathers. They will be hosting their popular
annual beer festival at the brewery at Common Farm on the
outskirts of Waverton on July 18. Visitors can expect thirty plus
beers sourced both locally and afar. Besides brewery tours and
brewing on the day, there will also be hot food and live music.
Tickets can be got from the Brewery Tap in Chester or the West
Kirby Tap.
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Prices are: afternoon 2 pm - 6 pm £6. Evening 7 pm - 11 pm £8.
Price includes a glass.
If you can’t make that they are now also hosting Brewbarn
Sessions. These take place on a Saturday, starting at 2 pm
and finishing around 6 pm, and involve an afternoon at SFHQ
with beer, brewery tours, food from the farm and live music.
There's also the chance to design and brew your own beer on their trial brew plant.
Tickets are £20 from the brewery or the Brewery Tap, Chester which covers everything.
No money required on the day! Sessions are so far scheduled for June 20, September 5,
October 10 and November 21.
Ales from the new Sandycroft based microbrewery Deva Craft
began appearing on hand pumps in the Chester area in
April. Nemesis (4%), Equinox (4.7%) and Boadicea (5.1%) have
been on sale at the likes of Helter Skelter (Frodsham), Artichoke,
Bear & Billet, Kash and the Cellar (Chester). They plan to brew two
more recipes in the near future.
Well worth keeping an eye out for!
Lots of other new beers to mention. Cheshire Brew Brothers
have released Cheshire Best Bitter (4.5%) which is described as
a “satisfyingly traditional English ale”.
Also expanding their range, as well as bottling their popular
Cheshire Cat, is Weetwood. The (temporarily named) New Arrival
is a pale 3.6% abv brewed with new world hops. The Boot in
Willington was the lucky recipient of the very first cask.
Wervin based hobby brewers Beer Refinery have produced Peninsula ESB (5.5%)
while, across the border in Eyton, North Wales’s oldest brewery, Plassey, is 30 years old
and to celebrate they’ve brewed an anniversary ale called Ale of My Fathers (4.5%).
On the Wrexham Industrial Estate, Big Hand brewed a 4% dark mild in May called
Little Monkey while neighbouring micro Axiom Brewing have produced Rising Dragon
(3.9%) from which all proceeds go to “anti-fracking movements”.

Chester & South Clwyd Scoop
Website of the Year Award
The branch were presented with this prestigious award at the
recent Members’ Weekend which was held in Nottingham, beating
off competition from over 200 CAMRA branches around the UK.
This represents a richly deserved accolade for the Hard Peg
Webmaster Jon Wainwright and all those who have contributed
throughout the year. It’s the second time the branch has been
victorious in this competition having previously won in 2009.
Unfortunately Jon’s unbridled (unreasoning? - Ed)
devotion to Chester FC meant that he was unable to
attend the Members Weekend and our photo shows
Branch Contact Craig Papworth receiving the award from
CAMRA National Executive member Brett Laniosh.
Use the QR code above on your smartphone or toddle
along to www.camracasc.org.uk to see what a great site
it is.

Carlton Festival
Debbie Miller of the Carlton Tavern in Handbridge tells us that they
were planning their first beer festival to take place just as we went to
press. They had the support and advice of a former tenant Chris Wood
who hosted some successful festivals there in the past, and even
managed to get him to do a stint on the bar.
Twelve cask ales were planned along with live music by way of
entertainment. We hope to bring you a report in our next issue.
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Free listing;
your details!
just let us have

Music Room

Acton, Nantwich Star
01270 627296
Alsager
Mere
01270 882019
Altrincham Old Market Tavern 0161 927 7062
Audlem
Bridge
01270 812928
Audlem
Shroppie Fly
01270 812379
Bollington
Dog & Partridge
01625 573596
Chester
Bridge Inn
01244 316299
Chester
Cellar Bar
01244 318950
Chester
Marlborough
01244 323543
Chester
Ship
01244 67840
Chester
Telford’s Warehouse 01244 390090
Childer Thornton Halfway House 0151 339 2202
Congleton Beartown Tap
01260 270990
Congleton Waggon & Horses 01260 271680
Congleton
Young Pretender 01260 273277
Crewe
Brunswick
01270 849458
Crewe
Crewe Arms
01270 750392
Dutton
Tunnel Top
01928 718181
Gawsworth Harrington Arms
01260 223325
Halkyn
Blue Bell
01352 780309
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See also
www.outinncheshire.
co.uk

ad hoc folk music, Thursday evening.
Live music every Tuesday in term time.
Rock music Saturday & Sunday evenings.
Acoustic folk music every Monday 8.30 pm
Live bands Fri & Sat *** BANDS WANTED***
Folk Club Fridays 8.30 - £2 unless guest is on
Live music every Saturday
Live music Friday & Saturday evenings
Live music Friday & Saturday evenings
Acoustic Live- Friday 9 pm
Live music most evenings
Open mike night. Wednesday 9.30
Acoustic night, second Wednesday of the month
Live music every second Saturday
Live Music every Thursday
Live music every Friday, Saturday, Sunday
Live bands every Sat *** BANDS WANTED***
Monday 8 pm jam night. 3rd Tuesdays Irish/Folk
Folk Session, Friday Evening
Old time sing-a-long every Friday evening.
traditional Folk Monthly, every 2nd Thurs
Handbridge Carlton
01244 671070
Live acoustic Jam session second Friday
Haslington Hawk
01270 582181
Acoustic Mondays, live bands Saturdays
Hr Kinnerton Swan
01244 641797
Alternate Thursdays, 9pm
Knutsford
Lord Eldon
01565 652261
Thurs; open mike night, Saturday; live bands
Trad music, first Tuesday of the month, 9 pm
Lach Dennis Duke of Portland 01606 46264
Saturday 7.30 starting soon; call for details
Little Budworth Egerton Arms 01829 760424
Bands some Saturdays, Sunday acoustic lunch
Lostock Gralam Nectars Bar
01606 333723
Jam Wednesday, Vinyl/Live Music Saturday.
Lostock Gralam Slow & Easy 01606 215586
Saturday nights; call for details
Lower Walton Stag
01925 261680
Jazz on Thursdays, 9 pm.
Macclesfield Macc
01625 423704
Tuesday acoustic night
Macclesfield Millstone
01625 606637
Saturday
Macclesfield Railway View
01625 423657
Tuesday evgs, alternating Jam and Open Mic.
Macclesfield Wharf
01625 261879
Most Friday evgs,plus last Sunday of the month
Marston
Salt Barge
01606 43064
Friday 9 pm
Middlewich Big Lock
01606 833489
Folk, first Sunday of the month, 8 pm.
Middlewich Boar’s Head
01606 833191
Saturdays, (Folk Jam 2nd Sat of the month)
‘Open Mic’ night, third Wed of the month
Mobberley Bull’s Head
01565 873134
Smooth Jazz every other Sunday
Nantwich
Black Lion
01270 628711
Live music Fri and Sat, ad hoc Tues & Thurs
Nantwich
Leopard
01270 480484
‘Open Mic’ night, 1st & 3rd Sundays of month
Nantwich
Railway Hotel
01270 623482
Live music Friday and Saturday
Northwich
Bowling Green
01606 42333
Live bands Saturday evenings
Northwich
Kingfisher
01606 354720
Occasional live music; call for details
Northwich
Swinging Witch
01606 352315
Live bands once a month,Saturday evenings
Poynton
Royal British Legion 01625 873120
R&B 2nd Thurs, Jazz, 3rd Thurs of the month
Sandbach
The Fox at Elworth 01270 760219
Live music every Saturday 9 pm
Sandbach
Market Tavern
01270 762099
Live bands every Saturday evening
Smallwood Bluebell
01477 500262
Folk Music, last Monday of the month, 8.30
Swettenham Swettenham Arms 01477 571284
Live music most Wednesdays
Willaston
Nag’s Head
01270 650176
Live Bands on Friday and Saturdays
Wilmslow
Conservative Club 01625 528336
Live Jazz every Tuesday
Wilmslow
King William
01625 524022
Last Saturday of each month
Wincle
Wild Boar
01260 227219
Live music most Saturdays
Winsford
Red Lion
01606 552285
Live music on Friday & Saturday nights
Wybunbury Swan
01270 841280
Live music on Fridays and Saturdays
Bands, fans and licensees are encouraged to tell us about new entries for this listing.
This information is only as accurate as what we are told! Please help us keep it updated.
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YOUR RIGHTS
You should receive a
full pint, not 90% - don’t
hesitate to ask for a top up.
If you suffer a poor
customer experience, let
the staff know, politely.
If they won’t put things
right, then as appropriate
contact Trading Standards
or Environmental Health
(-or call us!).

Advertise with us - let our readers be your customers!
Out Inn Cheshire welcomes new advertisers, no matter what your business.
Reach 50,000 discerning readers!
We publish quarterly, with a print run of 14,000
ADVERTISING RATES
being distributed free to over 400 pubs, off-licences
Colour Black & White
and other outlets across the county.
Small
£75
£50
We are happy to design your ad for you!
Medium
£150
£90
Full page £300
£180

New advertisers are always welcome.

Out Inn Cheshire is a not-for-profit publication of
the Campaign for Real Ale; itself a not-for-profit
Consumer Group. Printing costs are funded entirely
by advertising income. We accept advertising from
just about anybody, so long as it does not offend
our campaigning or other sensibilities!

advertising@outinncheshire.co.uk
Substantial discounts for regular slots
Next Issue;
Copy Deadline; 1 August
Publishing Date; 1 September (approx)
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