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NORTH CHESHIRE
Covers Warrington and Vale Royal, including Frodsham, Lymm and Northwich.
Meetings are usually held in the Warrington/Northwich area, with regular surveys of outlying areas.
New members and formerly inactive members are especially welcome.
Rupert Adams
contact@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
Branch contacts;
Nicholas Bosley chairman@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
Out Inn Cheshire articles or adverts: oiccoordinator@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
If anything of remotest interest is happening in your local, let these guys know!

www.northcheshire.camra.org.uk
North Cheshire Pub of the Year 2015:
North Cheshire Club of the Year 2015:

Lion Hotel, Moulton
Appleton Thorn Village Hall

CAMRA DIARY
All Weekday events start at 8 pm unless specified otherwise.

Tue 15 Sep;
Tue 22 Sep;
24 Sep- 4 Oct;
Wed 7 Oct;
Sat 10 Oct;
Wed 14 Oct;
Tue 10 Nov;
Wed 11 Nov;
Tue 24 Nov;

Branch Meeting, Black Swan, Hollins Green.
Delamere Survey, meet at Fishpool, Delamere.
Cask Ale Week; watch for social events at a pub near you
If all else fails, just enjoy some cask beer!
Thelwall Survey, meet at Little Manor, Thelwall
Social to Crewe, 1pm CPOC presentation Hops. See website for details.
Branch Meeting, Barnton Cricket Club, Barnton.
Branch Meeting, Ferry Tavern, Penketh.
Bostock /Davenham Survey, meet at Hayhurst Arms, Bostock.
Local Food & Local Ale evening, Lower Angel, Warrington, 7.30 pm
(see article on page 24)
For latest updates visit northcheshire.camra.org.uk
Or follow us on Twitter at @NorthCheshCAMRA
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Putting the Ale in Female
In an attempt to entice more FemAle members of North Cheshire CAMRA to engage, events
were hosted by FemAle representatives from two different breweries at the Looking Glass,
Warrington and Penny Black, Northwich.
Building on the Meet the Brewer events hosted at Wetherspoons,
Michelle, brewer from Offbeat in Crewe, where the beer is
“brewed by a chick” (to use Michelle’s own strapline) ran an
Offbeat beer tasting session. Some of the beers from the Core
selection were on hand pump at the pub and other more unusual
ones from the Seasonal and Oddities selections were available
in bottles.
Michelle is currently experimenting with a Saison as part of her
Oddity range and had been asked to brew a pineapple and
coconut beer for this year’s Stockport beer festival. Anyone for
a pina colada beer?
The session at the Penny Black took a different format.
Anne from Hawkshead brewery
hosted a beer and food matching
session. A range of some 6 or more
beers from the Hawkshead Lakeland Range, Speciality Collection
and Limited Editions were available for tasting. Some beers were
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matched with a selection of cheeses – soft Cumbrian, blue and
smoked - and chocolate brownies. Even some of the biscuits
were made with beer!
Such was Anne’s passion for the subject attendees were already
starting to plan their beer matched dinner parties. It was agreed
by all there is far more potential for matching beer with food than
there is wine, something regular readers of this magazine will have
seen in articles about our annual beer matched dinner.
KA

Local food and LocAle
For the CAMRA North Cheshire social in
November we’ve opted for something a little
different. The date; Tuesday 24 November,
the time; 19.30 onwards and the venue;
Lower Angel in Warrington.
As well as the Tipsy Angel
beers produced at the pub
(you can’t get any more
LocAle than that!) members
are invited to bring along local
food produce traditional to a
pub. So if you are into pickling
(eggs or onions) or home
made chutney then please bring them along.
For those not into preserves then local pork
pies or cheeses (being Warrington then
Cheshire or Lancashire) are welcome.
If you are interested in joining us to see in a
different run up to the Christmas period then
hopefully we’ll see you there.

Is the future Greene?
Could be. Years ago there was green in the form of Greenall Whitley. Over the last 20 years
the pubs have gone through various different identities until a couple of months ago when
the completion of the sale of some of these, in the form of Spirit pubs, to Greene King took
place.
Spirit were actually pretty good at supporting local breweries so have there been any
differences seen since the change of owners on their branded pubs in North Cheshire?
Chef and Brewer are often considered to be
the prime sites with their strong emphasis
on food and local beers. In the Northwich
area there is one, Blue Cap in Sandiway.
Not a promising start with Greene King IPA,
Black Sheep best bitter, Sharps Doom Bar
and a Marston special, Help for Heroes, to
complement their 1940’s menu.
However the chalkboard did promote
Mobberley and Weetwood on it so it would
appear all is not lost.
On the north side of Warrington the Swan
in Winwick again offered GK IPA, the same
Marston beer and a local beer in the form of Robinson Dizzy Blonde. Also Westons Old
Rosie cider was served on the bar.
To the south of Warrington the Thorn at Appleton Thorn had three beers on in the form
of St Austell Tribute, Wells Bombardier and Thwaites Wainwright. So no sign of the
ubiquitous IPA.
Sitting between Warrington and Runcorn, Ring o’Bells at Daresbury was still supporting
local breweries with three Frodsham brews on and Weetwood Eastgate plus you guessed it!
It would appear that local beers are still alive and kicking within this chain
Flaming Grill is what the label says when it comes to food. For the four pubs in the branch;
Cat and Lion at Stretton, Plough at Houghton Green, Butchers at Great Sankey and
Sir John Brunner in Northwich, all had Greene King IPA plus at least one other cask beer.
The Plough was particularly disappointing in that the second beer was Abbot and a third
beer was Old Golden Hen (both from the GK stable).
The Fayre and Square range again offer a good range of food including 2 for £10 dishes.
Only three in the branch; Chesterway in Northwich only offering GK IPA (used to serve
Wincle beers) ; Noggin in Risley with IPA again plus a Coach House beer (so very local)
and the Mascrat Manor in Martinscroft with no cask beer (though due to be connected in
the near future – I wonder which beer).
So a patchy start but worth watching over the county for the next few months.

Where’s That Pub?
The apparently inaccessible door shown in the last edition is on the
front wall of Saddlers in Lymm, a pleasant little bar with three ales on tap,
no food or music and a real fire in winter - a good place for a quiet drink.
The door, of course, is firmly shut on the inside!!
For this issue, in which bar can the budding Sherlock Holmes find this
vessel on prominent display?
Nick T
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A trip to Buxton but no Gorillas in the mist !!
Members from North Cheshire CAMRA made their way to Buxton for a day out in Derbyshire.
Our first port of call was the Wye Bridge for a breakfast start to our day out. Not the widest
range of ales, but what was on sale was in good form.
A change in the weather meant that we made our way to the next venue, 53 degrees North
in mizzle and someone quipped that there were gorillas in the mist, as on the view above
Buxton the mist had descended to the tree line. We were all pleasantly surprised with the
venue; a cafe type bar, similar to the new vogue. The beers included Jaipur & Sneck Lifter.
Buxton’s newest bar is the Ale Stop, which to our pleasant surprise had three cask beer
hand pumps on the bar. A gem of a micro bar style which is popping up around the country,
but no sign yet in Cheshire. (Or is this the case? Tell us of any micro-bars you know of. Ed.)
From here we had the short walk to the Swan Hotel where one room seemed to be a
haven for dart players on a Saturday afternoon. The Storm ale here was the only Cheshire
beer we saw in Buxton on the day.
Across the road now to the Cheshire Cheese which is run by the Titanic Brewery and
boasts a good number of their beers plus guest ales. As our next venue only sells one
cask beer we elected to stay a little longer.
The weather reminded us that we were in the middle of the English Summer as we made
our way to our final destination, the Buxton Tap. This vibrant establishment was filled by
a good mixture of drinkers & families sheltering from the weather. While the style and décor
was different we found the atmosphere and beer policy similar to RedWillow Bar in
Macclesfield.
We were able to enjoy some good beer in Buxton’s varied pubs & bars. It was good to see
beers from Cheshire, Derbyshire & Staffordshire. Given the short distance between
Macclesfield/Bollington & Buxton, with all the collaborative brews being produced it would
be good to see more of our brews being sold over Derbyshire bars and vice versa.
ADP

The
Crown
Inn

Crown Lane
Lower Peover, Knutsford

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Come try our excellent freshly cooked food
and wide range of fine cask ales.
Open 12-3, 5.30-11 Mon-Sat, 12-10.30 Sun
Varied specials menu
Food served every day
12 – 2 & 6.30 – 9 (12 – 5.30 Sundays)
Tuesday Quiz (9.30 pm)
on
Seas
Thursday; Pie Night! ub of the r 2009
P

tel. 01565 – 722074

me
Sum

27

Inn Brief - Pub & Club Snippets
Local beers are now rarely seen in the Cherry Tree, Culcheth, once a champion of LocAle,
as they are restricted to new owners’s M&Bs list, as are all ex-Orchid pubs in the branch.
In Padgate, Stocks has a single rotating cask ale, often Morland Speckled Hen or
Wychwood Hobgoblin. Just down the road the renamed Village Club offers a Coach House
beer whilst cask ale has reappeared after a long absence in the form of Doom Bar at the
Famous King & Queen in Padgate centre.
In Warrington town centre the Prince Of Wales, which had only reverted to cask ale last
year, appears closed. Brooklands on Lovely Lane reintroduced cask in May with beers
from Heineken including Caledonian Deuchar’s IPA although the choice would not appear
fixed as yet. The Lower Angel now has a permanent cider on the bar.
Big Bog beers have been occasionally spotted at Saddlers, Lymm whilst in Thelwall since
its extensive refurb the Pickering Arms now offers 3 changing beers from the Punch list.
Both the Travellers Rest outside Frodsham and the Carriers,
Hatchmere offer house beers which are re-badged Marstons beers,
Marston EPA and Brakspear Oxford Gold respectively.
Swings and roundabouts in Northwich with the Woodpecker’s brief
fling with cask ale already over whereas the Swinging Witch
(pictured) has reintroduced it in the form of 3 regulars and two
28 changing guest ales.
Nearby the Roebuck reopened in the Spring with 3 beers from
Punch’s list, and Chesterway has started offering Greene King
IPA.
Another interesting addition is the Green Dragon which has
returned to cask ale with 2 beers from Merlin. News that
long-standing licensee, Les, has retired from the Freemasons
on Castle casts doubts on
the pub’s future so this may be a candidate for an
ACV application – watch this space!
Further afield the Duke of Portland, Lach Dennis
closed its doors in June after splitting from its owners
who had gone into administration. Another one for us
to keep an eye on.
The Hanging Gate, Weaverham closed and to become
an Italian restaurant, Casa Matta (which translates as
Crazy or Mad House) in the Autumn and is expected
to result in the loss of cask beer. This appears a
courageous decision how many Italian restaurants
have failed in recent years in Cheshire (the nearest
being just down the road at what was the Horns).
Must be method in their madness.
In the far south of our area new tenants since late
2014 at the Shrewsbury Arms, Little Budworth have
extended the range to 3 regular and one ‘guest’ ale,
all from Robinsons.
The July beer festival at the (pictured) Egerton Arms
featured an impressive 15+ LocAles amongst its range
of cask ales. My personal favourite was Salopian’s
exquisite pale ale, The Bends.
>>>

>>>
Turning to clubs, Culcheth Sports Club (aka Daten) now offers Wells Bombardier plus a
rotating ‘guest’ ale whilst Winwick Leisure Centre was reported as serving cask ale as
we went to press. Meanwhile Good Beer Guide listed Barnton Cricket Club has replaced
Thwaites beers with Hancocks and M&B, supported by 3 ‘guests from the Molson Coors
portfolio.
New licensee, Kris, at Delamere Park, Cuddington is keen to promote local ales, with at
least two cask ales normally available including one from Weetwood, although unfortunately
only residents of the park and their guests get to try them.
Finally, having won the
branch award for this year,
Appleton Thorn Village Hall
has now been judged best
club in the Merseyside and
Cheshire region and now
goes forward to the next
stage of the competition
again, having reached the
National Final last time
around. Good luck, Chris!
The pub and club scene in
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North Cheshire never stands
still, as the article reflects
with the current changes,
and it can be difficult to keep
abreast of things and
particularly to keep the WhatPub.com database up to date. If you come across any changes,
no matter how small, please drop a line to pubsofficer@northcheshirecamra.org.uk

Cask Ale Week
Thursday 24 September to Sunday 4 October is
(a slightly extended) Cask Ale Week in Britain.
It is a national event celebrating Britain’s favourite drink.
Organised by Cask Marque and endorsed by CAMRA,
the Week is being supported by breweries and pubs
across the country organising a range of exciting
activities including tutored tastings, special brews
and offers, promotions, free pints and much,
much more!
Here is a taster of some of the special events being put
on by our lovely Cheshire pubs and Brewers of real beer.
Bull’s Head, Mobberley will be holding a Pie & Cask Ale week with home-made, hand
crafted pies to be washed down by local beers from the magnificent seven hand pumps.
The Wheatsheaf Inn, Saughall will host a Cask Ale and Roast Potatoes week,
with Hogsback T E A and Adnam’s Broadside starting the guest beer list for the week.
The Blue Bell at Halkyn, north west of Chester (local CAMRA Pub of the Year 2015.
See the advert on page 44 for details) is holding a variety of events included free guided
walks, two trad jazz nights and two other music nights.
30 This was a very early snapshot as we went to press. You can expect extra real ales, quiz
and music nights, pub trails, beer festivals, tap take-overs and Meet the Brewer events.
For more information, check out your local pub, follow @editorcamra or check the Cask Ale
Week website at www.caskaleweek.co.uk
But what should you do as a simple pub-goer? Easy; just go along to the pub, with friends,
colleagues or family if you can, and enjoy some lovely fresh cask beer. There are styles
and variations to suit everyone. We do cask ale better than anyone else; let’s celebrate it!

Beer Scoring – why it really counts!
North Cheshire CAMRA is often asked why pub X is included in CAMRA’s flagship
Good Beer Guide whereas pub Y is not.
The answer is simple – beer quality scores! Throughout the year CAMRA members, whether
local or visitors from elsewhere, score the beers they drink in pubs in our area.
You do not need to be an expert to do this. It’s not all about your favourite beer
- you may try a beer that is not to your normal taste but what you have to consider
is the quality of the beer - how well the pub has kept it and served it.
Scores range from Zero to Five as follows, with half scores available if needed:
0: No real ale available
0.5: Totally undrinkable!
1: Poor – only drinkable if you really have to!
2: Average: competently kept and not bad but scarcely worth having another
3: Rather good: another one please!
4: Very good: I’ll stay and have a few of these!
5: Best pint ever – beer nirvana! Drink the barrel dry while you can!
Or if you prefer to see things in pictorial format, if a little light-heartedly:
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The scores are entered into a spreadsheet to arrive at an average score per pub which is
reviewed regularly at CAMRA meetings, and then each January the resultant ‘league table’
is used to draw up the shortlist for review as potential candidates for the Good Beer Guide.
We define Good Beer Quality as an average score of 3.0 or above so any pub falling below
this is not considered, which answers the question in the first paragraph.
It has never been easier for CAMRA members to submit beers scores. Simply log on to
www.whatpub.com using your membership number and password, search for the pub and
enter the score in the right-hand column.
It really is that simple and by scoring you are directly influencing the content of the nations’s
leading pub guide. Of course if you are not a CAMRA member but want to have your say
then why not take a look at www.camra.org.uk/join and come and join us!

