HALTON
CAMRA DIARY Meetings start at 8.30 pm unless shown otherwise
Tue 13 Oct Branch Meeting; Eight Towers, Widnes, 8.30 pm
8-10 Oct
Stoke Beer festival, Social
28-31 Oct
Birmingham Beer festival, Social
13-14 Nov Cheshire Beer festival, Social
Tue 8 Dec
Branch Meeting; Ring o’ Bells, Daresbury (Prov), 8.30 pm
Trips;
Branch info;

Paul Miller 07837 749614
paul.miller@thermo.com
David Gray 01925 727787
david.grey11@btinternet.com
www.halton.camra.org.uk

The importance of a good pub guide…
When I travel for business or pleasure, the first thing I reach for is a Good Beer Guide! I like
to know what pubs serve real ale, what ales they keep on tap, which have accommodation
or serve meals and where they are. However while I will always take a Good Beer Guide
with me, space restraints mean that it only covers the very best pubs in each area, with
many excellent pubs not included. Also, for those pubs listed, the details can change in the
course of the year.
Fortunately CAMRA has developed the “Whatpub” website precisely
32 to address this shortfall. The website is maintained by local CAMRA
members and tries to cover every pub serving real ale. It is maintained
on an ongoing basis. Members can feed back comment when they find
anything has changed and in Halton, we try to ensure that details of pubs
in our area are kept up to date.
As examples of recent changes; The Kingsway Hotel
in Widnes has gone from keg to cask recently, starting
to serve real ale (Greene King IPA) and the Grapes in
Widnes (pictured) has also gone from keg to cask.
This is, we hope, a new trend in Widnes!
The Windmill in Windmill Hill, Runcorn has sadly
recently been closed. The Ring o’ Bells in Daresbury,
and the Prospect in Weston Village serve locally
brewed real ales and have been accredited with ‘LocAle’
status.... The list goes on!
All of these changes have been made to Halton’s pubs on Whatpub. If you go anywhere in
the country and want to check out the pubs and beers first give Whatpub.com a try!
But also.. if you have a pint of real ale in your local in Halton and find there is anything
incorrect on Whatpub, let us know. We will thank you for it!
Since the last week of May, cask ale is now being served from two hand-pumps at
Runcorn's Halfway House on Halton Road. Theakston's 3.8% 'Best Bitter' and Caledonian's
3.8% 'Deuchars IPA' were available on my visit at £2.40 per pint. Both were on very good
form.
The pub has recently undergone a refurbishment and it feels fresh, clean and spacious.
There is a carpeted lounge and a pool table area with two dartboards, that form the main
open-plan area. Round the back is a smaller, separate vault that also has a dartboard.
I urge all local pub and beer lovers to pay a visit to this (formerly keg-only) pub.
Sports is the dominant theme. And if you enjoy live music at a loftier volume,
it's the place to be at the weekend!
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HIGH PEAK
HP& NE Cheshire CAMRA covers Poynton, Disley and Kettleshume
in NE Cheshire, plus Hayfield and Glossop in Derbyshire and
Droylsden, Mossley, Hyde, Ashton and Stalybridge in Greater Manchester.
Local CAMRA website : www.hpneccamra.org.uk
Contact;
Lawrence Bamber; lolbamber@aol.com or on 01625 876469
or Tom Lord; jenni.lord@tiscali.co.uk
CAMRA DIARY
Sat 12 Sep; Social Angel King Street Dukinfield start 2.00pm then Ashton under Lyne crawl.
Mon 14 Sep; Branch Meeting Dog & Pheasant (Top Dog) – Ashton under Lyne. 8 pm
Sat 3 Oct;
Afternoon in Buxton and evening in Macclesfield. Details from branch contact.

Disley’s Delights
The small village of Disley, nestling into the edge of the Pennines in east Cheshire is well
worth a visit, as a base for walking or cycling in the wonderful countryside or visiting Lyme
Park with its superb hall (used in many TV period dramas) and deer park. Once you have
built up a thirst there is nothing better than relaxing in Disley’s seven pubs with a real ale.
Here are the findings of a pleasant summer’s evening strolling around the village, starting at
the east end of the village and working along the A6 (Buxton Road) toward the village centre.
34 The White Lion is a must for
all real ale lovers; nine hand
pumps dispense an everchanging range of guest beers
from regional and microbreweries.
I found Slater’s Rye IPA,
Tatton Lazy Haze, Stockport
Stock Porter, Saltaire Blonde,
Sharp’s Doombar, Otter Bitter,
Hobgoblin Gold, Skinner’s
Lushingtons and Lees Bitter;
the first proving to be very good
indeed.
It was the local CAMRA
nomination for Cheshire Pub
of the Year 2015 and has a
large open-plan interior.
The curious pub sign features a zebra rather than the expected lion. The pub welcomes all
and even provides a dog room.
A few hundred yards west is the Albert. The open-plan interior is used by many locals keen
on football and several TV screens show live games. The single hand pump offers a very
pleasant Thwaite’s Wainwright.
Further along the A6 is the former Crescent, a Robinson’s house, sold last year and
awaiting redevelopment and change of use – alas another well-loved local closed!
In the centre of the village is the Robinson’s Dandy Cock serving Unicorn, Double Hop and
Twisted Sister. The comfortable interior underwent a full refurbishment a couple of years ago,
giving the pub a contemporary feel while retaining its original character. One of the first
houses acquired by Robinsons it has seen many changes in this part of the village in its
time; its name is reputed to originate from the days when it hosted cock fighting.
The Double Hop was in good form.
>>>

>>>
In the centre of the village
a short walk away stands the
Ram’s Head. Adjacent to the
village green (and closest pub to
the railway station) this impressive
former coaching inn, dating from
around 1840, once provided rooms
and stabling on the Manchester to
London coach route. The style of
the building is impressive taking
you back to a bygone age, although interior refurbishments
have much changed its character
creating a mixture of old building
features mixed with some modern
decor. The comfortable dining or
drinking experience extends to the
large garden at to the rear. Thwaite’s Wainwright, Black Sheep Best Bitter and Hopback
Summer Lightning are on offer.
The other three pubs are all located along Buxton Old Road, part of the old coaching route
and some of the oldest parts of the village are to be found along this road. Buxton Old Road
starts from traffic signals by the Ram’s Head and runs south over the hills towards Whaley
Bridge in Derbyshire.
Frankie’s Wine Bar is only a
hundred yards from the Ram’s
Head; previously the Mousetrap
it was renamed following a
substantial refurbishment.
Arguably the chic-est pub in the
village and with its contemporary
style it is difficult to appreciate
that it is in fact the oldest pub in
Disley. Three hand pumps sit
alongside the chrome fonts on
the bar with Thwaite’s Wainwright
and Lancaster Bomber being
regulars in addition to Timothy
Taylor’s Landlord (or sometimes Boltmaker). On the occasion of my visit, a most enjoyable
Marston’s New World was on sale.
On the opposite side of the road stands the White Horse, another open plan Robinson’s
house. Many of the pubs in the village offer good food, but what makes the food here
unusual is that the menu includes Spanish Tapas. The Robinson’s beers include Unicorn,
Wizard, Twisted Sister and Hartley’s Cumbria Way.
Heading up the hill you find the Ploughboy. Through the small outdoor covered drinking
area and into the pub you will enveloped by the cosy low-ceilinged interior of this small
pub frequented by locals. TV screens are present for sports fans, but the pub retains a
restfulness when there are no sports showing. Usually on offer are Doombar and Atlantic
from Sharp’s in addition to Marston’s Pedigree.
Disley also has a number of good restaurants. Should you wish to find more information
on the pubs featured in this article then visit the CAMRA ‘Whatpub’ website at
http://whatpub.com/ for up to date information on opening times, food availability etc.
GW
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SOUTH CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY

All our events are open to any CAMRA member, anyone who likes beer
or pubs, and anyone who is just curious to see what is going on!

Fri 11 Sep; 6pm: Social at Offbeat Brewery, Thomas Street. Open from midday.
Mon 21 Sep; 8pm: Branch meeting. Four Eagles, Dunwoody Way, opposite Morrison's.
This is a new build Greene King “Hungry Horse” venue.
Sat 3 Oct;
1pm: Branch meeting at Offbeat Brewery, Thomas Street.
Wed 7 Oct; 8pm: Branch Meeting. Queens Arms (JDW), Winsford.
Sat 10 Oct; 1 pm: Champion Pub of Cheshire award to Hops, Crewe.
Fri 6 Nov;
6pm: Social at Offbeat Brewery, Thomas Street. Open from midday.
Sat 12 Dec; Christmas Social at the Cholmondeley Arms. See website for further details
Fri 18 Dec; 6pm: Social at Offbeat Brewery. Crazy Christmas Friday.
Open from 10am to 11pm. Also open Saturday 19th from 10 am to 5 pm.
Do not forget to check our website: www.southcheshire.camra.org.uk
for any alterations to the above information and for further social events.
Plus;
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Every Monday evening in Crewe; CAMRA / SPBW social,
7.30 pm in the Borough Arms (3 beers at reduced prices)
then 9.30 pm in HOPS (all beers £2 a pint).

A mostly rural area, but including the towns of Crewe,
Middlewich, Nantwich, Sandbach, Alsager and Winsford.
Contacts:
Derek Davey
01270 761039
Ian Bray
01270 252045
Paul Hext
0784 6657833 (m)
Kez Challacombe 0779 4352191 (m)
Paul Tench
07790 486735

ww.southcheshirecamra.org.uk

d.davey45@btinternet.com
styrian@gmx.co.uk
h3xtyp@hotmail.co.uk
kez.chal@yahoo.co.uk
southcheshirecamra@outlook.com

The Bhurtpore Inn
Aston, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 8DQ
Celebrating 21 years in CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide
& 18 years in the Good Pub Guide
11 Real Ales regularly available, Real Cider or Perry
Plus 11 Continental and Craft beers
Rated among Britain’s Top Ten Beer Pubs & Top Ten Whisky Pubs*
*Good Pub Guide

Huge range of bottled Beers, Ciders and Soft Drinks,
award winning Wine List and, of course,
our menu of freshly cooked locally sourced dishes to suit all tastes.

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Opening Times:
Monday – Thursday: Noon – 2.30, 6.30 – 11.30
Friday, Saturday: Noon – Midnight
Sunday: Noon – 11.00
01270 780917
www.bhurtpore.co.uk for general pub news
www.bhurtpore.com for beers, including what’s on now

Churnet Valley Rail Ale Trail
In July, the 8E Railway Association (Northwich) kindly invited South Cheshire CAMRA
members to a fun day out. The Churnet Valley Railway, near Leek was having its 5th
annual beer festival in association with Titanic and Staffordshire Breweries. Each of its
three stations, namely Kingsley and Froghall, Consall and Cheddleton, had a range of real
ale on tap in their lovely old-fashioned waiting rooms served by their excellent volunteer staff.
Real ale was also supplied on both its diesel and steam train regularly chugging happily
up and down the 11 mile return journey with its increasingly happy passengers!
Not only were the stations
laying on real ale, but the pubs
close to each of the stations
were part of the celebrations
too. The Boat Inn near
Cheddleton station, did a great
trade in food and beer.
Particularly good was the
Black Lion at Consall
(pictured), a rural gem with a
wide range of ales, pub food,
plus burgers and baps.
Bliss to sit at the tables in the
sunshine and soak it all up!
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An added bonus we found
was the presence of the Caldon Canal route running parallel to the route, through the
“Little Switzerland” area of North Staffordshire, making a fine walk to increase the appetite!
Some of us even managed a leisurely drop in the Red Lion near Cheddleton.

The high pitched whistling of the trains as
they approached and disappeared was
slightly eerie, as the train was often hidden
by the wooded area surrounding the canal.
Considerable thanks to Paul Tench of 8E
Railway group and local CAMRA Secretary
for organising this trip and inviting us along.
For further information about the
8E Railway association, please go to:
www.8erailwayassociation.org.uk
FS

NANTWICH PUB GUIDE
Rumours have been circulating that J D Wetherspoon was considering opening an outlet in
the town. It appears that this may not be the case, at least for the time being, although the
company was quoted as saying that they “remain interested in the possibility”.
There’s no doubt that a Wetherspoon’s would increase the real ale choices in Nantwich, but
it’s worth reminding ourselves that a visit to the town for a tour of the current pubs offers an
excellent choice for real ale fans.
There are a few brewery tied houses, including Hyde’s Vine in Hospital Street, the Leopard
to the east of the town centre and the Globe ten minutes walk from the railway station.
The Leopard features Joules core beers and seasonal ales, while the Globe (pictured) is
the Woodlands Brewery's first tied house. There are
usually four or five Woodlands beers together with at
least one guest ale, plus, invariably an interesting
offering from other micros. Voted South Cheshire
CAMRA Community Pub of the Year 2014, the Globe
runs an annual beer festival in August.
The Vine was refurbished earlier this year and offers
Hyde’s Best Bitter together with a number of beers from
their seasonal and Beer Studio ranges.
38 Beer festivals are also a feature of two of the long-standing free houses in Nantwich.
The Black Lion in Welsh Row has been a regular entry in the Good Beer Guide and here
you can sample three Weetwood beers plus three interesting guest ales, including stouts
and strong IPAs.
The bar in the Crown Hotel is now an essential port of call for real ale, with Salopian
Shropshire Gold always available with three other beers sourced from far and wide.
Also in the town centre, you’ll find the Wickstead Arms, once a popular Boddington’s house
now refurbished and featuring beers generally from Salopian, Battlefield and Cheshire Brew
Brothers along with other, mainly Locale beers.
>>>

>>>
With excellent value food, the Boot & Shoe in Hospital Street is
always busy; five hand pumps offer a range of popular national
brands, including Timothy Taylor Landlord.
Nearby the Bowling Green still has Wilson’s brewery signs but
now offers two or three real ales, often Sharps Doom Bar and
a Timothy Taylor beer.
For a warm welcome don’t miss the Oddfellows in Welsh Row.
It’s the nearest pub to the Shropshire Union Canal and supplies
beers from the Marston's range, usually Pedigree, Cumberland
and Cocker Hoop from Jennings, and Ringwood Best Bitter.
Visit on a Saturday night if you’re a karaoke fan or try the popular
Thursday night quiz.
Moving towards the town centre, you’ll come to Wilbrahams Bar and Kitchen, aimed at
diners but now offering a couple of real ales, including Doom Bar which is also usually
available at the Shakespeare in Beam Street, a popular venue for the younger set.
Marston's also feature heavily at two other town centre pubs the White Horse and
the Talbot.
The Railway is the choice for music fans with live music every weekend. Theakston's Best
Bitter is the house beer.
Just north of the town centre is the Red Lion on Barony Road. Again featuring a quiz night
and occasional live music you’ll be offered two real ales, often from Greene King.
Finally back to the tied houses and it’s definitely worth seeking out Robinson’s pub the
Rifleman in James Hall Street, a friendly locals pub, always featuring Unicorn Bitter.
Nantwich’s other Robinson’s house, the Red Cow offers a wider range of their beers,
with lunchtime and evening meals.
If you know of any other Real Ale outlets in the town, please let us know.

CD
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I had forgotten there was a beer festival at the Forester’s Arms in Winterley, a cosy village
between Haslington and Sandbach. I was in Crewe’s Borough Arms when one of the
regulars commented, "I thought you would have been at the 'Foot-resters' for the beer
festival". As I had a designated driver that particular evening, off we went! It does not take
long to get to the 'Foot-resters' from Crewe by car, nor indeed, bus; the 37 and 38 stop right
outside the door.
From the large car park we spied a
rather large crowd of very appreciative
seated drinkers. The atmosphere was
impressive; it looked like a party.
A marquee housed an outdoor bar with
12 cask ales in varied styles and strength.
The tables were full of enthusiastic folk
and next to the bar was a Chinese food
stall, the aromas from the cuisine
smelling so-ooo good!
Walking inside the pub, there was no let
up in crowd size. Eight beers on the bar, including regular ales from Merlin and Lees, the
other six ever changing.
This goes to show that with the right people involved, how well a pub can be run. Liz Cooke
has done a truly wonderful job with the Foresters Arms. She has great staff to help her along
40 the way, creating a comfortable and very friendly pub with a great atmosphere.
Liz recommended a new beer she had sourced from the Greyhawk Brewery, Skipton, “New
World 1492”, a 4.2% ABV beer using American hops, very refreshing and hoppy; perfect for
this warm summer evening.
Outside the live music had begun, 'Blacksmith Hill' playing a wide range of music, a great
addition the lively atmosphere. We had great time sampling the wonderful beers.
Liz stages beer festivals throughout June, July and August but that is not the only reason
to visit this fantastic pub. “Must visit” really is the appropriate comment.
KC

Minibus Survey to South-East Cheshire pubs
In June, South Cheshire CAMRA made its quarterly pub survey via private bus to the
eastern reaches of the southern part of the county. We divided into groups at times to cover
the maximum number of high standard watering holes in the area and here is a very brief
summary of the highlights. We recorded our findings on the WhatPub app, including the Beer
Quality Scores.
One of the highlights were an enjoyable visit
to the Rising Sun in Scholar Green where we
enjoyed some Jennings beers in excellent
condition, settling in on one of the few tables
still vacant, as diners and drinkers thronged
to the pub on a busy night.
Another pleasant surprise was the Horseshoe
at Lawton Heath End where we enjoyed
excellent Storm Bosley Cloud from
Macclesfield, plus some extraordinarily good
musical covers in the background. This has
been turned into a successful and popular
pub doing a roaring trade, helped by its positive attitude to local micro breweries.
Then, a further halt at the Broughton Arms, Rodeheath and a brief stop at the Crown at
Mount Pleasant.
We finished up in Alsager dividing our time and group between the Bank Corner, the Mere
and the Lodge. It was good to finish at such a consistently brilliant pub as the Lodge, which
as ever served a wide range of types and strengths of real ale at fair prices to a very
appreciative public.
FS

Hops: Prince Albert Street, Crewe
Hops opened in November 2007 with Mike and Flick, and Jaime and Alison behind the idea
of a Café-Bar. Seems like yesterday! In retrospect, this was a very positive move for Crewe.
Since then it has gone from strength to strength, starting out with 3 hand pumps then extending the range of cask beers to 6.
Close to town centre, in the shadow of Christ Church tower, it is a family run, friendly, Belgian style Café-bar, free from brewery tie and popular with all ages and a wide clientèle, of
many nationalities. Hops is a regular meeting place for various groups, including South
Cheshire Motorcycle Club, a book club and a vintage hand-held video games group etc.
The patio at the front of the pub is extremely popular on Summer days.
The Real Ales are sourced from local and
interesting micro and regional brewers.
Helpfully for the punter, the stronger beers
feature on the left of the six hand pumps with
session beers to the right. Stout or porter
always are available so there is probably a
beer to suit all tastes. The “house beer” is
brewed specially by Townhouse Brewery at
Audley. If this isn’t enough, there is a superb
range of more than 150 bottled Belgian beers.
Hops is an accredited "Orval Ambassadeur",
one of only 15 such premises in the UK.
Up to six real Ciders and Perries from smaller producers are available too.
Is it any wonder that with all these plus-points, Hops is South Cheshire pub of the Year 2015
and was chosen as Champion Pub of Cheshire 2015?
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