CHESTER & SOUTH CLWYD
CAMRA DIARY
For the latest events, please visit the branch web site www.camracasc.org.uk
Meetings begin at 8.15 pm unless stated
Thu 10 Dec: Branch meeting and Christmas Social at the Cross Keys, Chester.
Starts at 8.15 pm.
Fri 15 Jan; South Cheshire pubs social. Minibus dep. Mill Hotel at 18.30
Thu 21 Jan; Branch meeting at Saith Seren, Wrexham.
20 – 23 Jan; Manchester Beer Festival.
28 – 31 Jan; Pied Bull Beer Festival
@CAMRACaSC
featuring beers from Merlin & Dancing Duck breweries.
Fri 29 Jan; Tarporley Beer Festival in Community Centre
Minibus from the Mill Hotel at 19.00.
Fri 12 Feb; Welsh Area pubs social. Minibus from the Mill Hotel at 18.30
Thu 18 Feb; Branch meeting at Bridge End Inn, Ruabon.
Includes Good Beer Guide selection for Welsh area pubs.
Fri 26 Feb; Pub of the Season presentation.
The worthy recipient to be selected shortly. Watch the website for details.
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As well as Chester and its environs, this Branch covers an area
stretching from Parkgate on the Wirral to Tushingham in the South.
Branch Contacts: (phone numbers, are 01244– unless otherwise noted)
Chair: Brian Vardy
373298 chairman@camracasc.org.uk
Socials: John Bowyer 07887-688871 socials@camracasc.org.uk
Contact: Craig Papworth
313182 contact@camracasc.org.uk
Membership: Gareth Roberts
membership@camracasc.org.uk
Web editor: John Silloth
webmaster@camracasc.org.uk

THE ENTHUSIAST’S CHOICE
16 Handpumps
10 Regularly Changing Guest Cask Ales
Over 2000 Guest Beers per Year
plus Traditional Cider
13
Featured in the Good Beer Guide 1994-2008
Weekly Competition to win a week of Real Ale
Live Jazz Band on Mondays
Bar Food

MILTON STREET
CHESTER
CH1 3NF
TEL; 01244 350035
FAX; 01244 345635
www.millhotel.com

125 En-Suite Bedrooms
~ Restaurant Canaletto ~ Broad Beam Restaurant Cruise
~ Peppermill Restaurant
~ Health Club & Beauty Spa

Ladies Love Beer
Recent research conducted by CAMRA the Campaign
for Real Ale, shows that the traditional image of the
predominantly male real ale drinker is finally changing
with the number of women drinking ale soaring from
14% five years ago to 39% this year.
Definitely reflecting this is an excellent community
group of Chester ladies, collectively known as
Ladies Love Beer who have been founded to
break the stereotype of beer, including cask, being a
dull old tipple.
“With diverse delights like fruit beers, chocolate stouts,
vanilla pales, liquorice milds, soured and even
champagne beers now available, it’s time women
ditched their existing prejudices about beer or beer
drinkers, embraced the craft beer revolution and
joined a new generation of beer lovers.
“Whether you're a novice only on your first steps of the journey of discovery into all things ale,
or a seasoned beer boffin already knowing your bitters from your pales, our events are
entertaining and much as educational for everyone attending.”
Functions hosted so far have included well-attended beer and food pairing events and
others will follow.
To discover more take a peek at the #LadiesLoveBeer website
(http://ladieslovebeer.weebly.com) , follow them on twitter (@LadiesLoveBeer) or find them
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/LadiesLoveBeer/
As the Ladies rightly assert “It’s time to break the stereotype and try something different.”
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Chester News
Since the last edition of this magazine we’ve had to say a
sad farewell to the much loved Ship Victory in the heart of
Chester. Its public demolition was akin to witnessing a
hanging, drawing and quartering of a close friend as its
notorious, charitable “big heart” was well and truly ripped out
over four wretchedly painful days. Valiant efforts to save it
over the last 18 months, including CAMRA activists
attempting to have the pub listed as an ACV, all failed and
now it will be paved over as part of a new bus exchange.

Gone but not forgotten…
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The moral of this sorry saga is, don’t
just visit and cherish your local but
help give it some protection. No matter
how vibrant, successful and seemingly
un-threatened your local might feel,
lessen the threat from greedy
developers and asset strippers by
getting it ACV listed by your council*.
Be proactive not reactive. Do it while the pub is open and trading! It’s a relatively painless
procedure and there's plenty of help available either via the CAMRA website
(www.camra.org.uk/list-your-local) or locally by emailing our Pub Protection Group
(ppg@camracasc.org.uk). We’d be delighted to help.
* - unless the council own the pub, as in the Ship Vic’s case!

News From the Sticks
The former Gunnery bistro, which closed early this year, re-opened in early autumn as the
Cornichon restaurant. As any self-respecting gourmet will tell you, a cornichon is a small
pickled cucumber. While the Gunnery sold locally supplied ales from the likes of Weetwood
and Spitting Feathers, this new set-up will only have keg IPA (limited cellar space) plus
bottled beers. Disappointing but nevertheless it's good to see the place open again and
we wish them well.
The Greyhound at Saughall, already ACV listed by astute locals, has gained Cask Marque
listing. The pub offers a changing range of locally brewed ales from the likes of Weetwood,
Spitting Feathers, Cheshire Brew Brothers etc.. It’s handy for the Greenway cycle path, why
not use pedal power to pop in and toast their success? Staying close to Saughall, lots of
credit too to the Crown Carveries themed Wheatsheaf on Parkgate Road near Mollington
(also Cask Marque listed) for their promotion of Cask Ale Week.
We're pleased to report that, following assistance from Chester & South Clwyd CAMRA
branch, the Red Lion at Malpas is now listed as an Asset of Community Value.
On granting ACV status Cheshire West & Cheshire council reasoned
"The Council considers that the range of activities which take place at the pub, and the
economic benefits from the provision of employment mean that the actual current use of
the building and car park furthers the social well-being and recreational interests of the
local community and it is realistic to think that this use can continue in the future."
We have already given a presentation on ACVs to another Parish Council and are happy to
attend any other council meetings in our area.
One that’s beyond hope is the Durham Heifer (née Brown Cow) on the Nantwich Road near
Broxton. It is currently being converted into a private housing. It would have been difficult to
argue a business case for this ex-Banks's house. With little local footfall and heavy reliance
on passing vehicles, it had limited success under various guises including the Olive Grove
("authentic" Italian restaurant) before reverting back to being a pub-cum-caravan park with
whacky new signage. Ho-hum.
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Local Round-Up
There’s been a return to cask beer at the Flookersbrook on Ermine Road just across Hoole
Bridge. Ales are principally national brands such as Black Sheep, Bombardier and Greene
King IPA although York Brewery's Yorkshire Terrier and locally brewed Spitting Feathers
have also appeared on the pumps. On the downside the hand pumps have been removed
from the Mockingbird Taproom with hipster bearded staff members pointing in the direction
of the fizzy fonts for an alternative.
Lance Warburton, until recently landlord of the
now closed Bird in Hand at Guilden Sutton,
has taken over at the helm of the Ship in
Handbridge. Self-evidently this eye-catching
pub just across the Old Dee Bridge, and a
short walk from popular watering holes such
as the Bear & Billet and Cross Keys,
has been becalmed in the Doldrums while
customers had mutinied long ago.
We’re confident Lance will blow fresh wind in its sails. The pub will re-open by December
selling Thwaites plus one hand pump free of tie. Ale me Hearties! ...
Hopefully not too late for the this edition of the mag, here’s a quick mention for Kash’s
Lowlander Beer Festival being held over December 12 and 13. Expect a mix of cask,
42 keg and bottle with a Belgian theme. Kash will be brewing four Belgian-inspired cask beers.
You can expect free entry and Belgian style food.

Kelsall
A quick report from the Kelsall Three. Starting at the bottom of the hill, the Royal Oak is
a large, opened-out, very much food led set-up marketing itself as a hotel/restaurant.
It generally sells two beers, typically Sharps Doombar and Robinson’s Dizzy Blond with the
occasional local ale.
Competing for the gastro-market, the
Lord Binning meanwhile comes in two
distinctive chunks. You can dine in the
rear upmarket restaurant while being
regaled by a singer and his/her keyboard
or use the completely separate central
public bar which sells a house brew
from Tatton and a guest beer (recently
Beartown Bluebeary).
Finally at the top of the village lies the
Farmer’s Arms which is definitely for
you if you prefer a more traditional pub
atmosphere. It is comprised of a quiet lounge, small games & TV room and informal dining
area. Although salmon gravlax is probably not on the menu, at least two (very) locally
sourced Weetwood beers are and these are backed up by more Doom Bar and another
guest ale. This frequently seems to be from Bradfield brewery near Sheffield.
Hyde’s have taken over the Chester-based pub company Woodward & Falconer.
The Goshawk (Mouldsworth), Stamford Bridge (nr Tarvin), Boathouse (Parkgate) and
Golden Lion (Rossett) have joined the Hyde’s stable.
Two pubs from the former company; the Egerton Arms (Broxton) & Celtic Arms (Northop)
have been retained by pub chain founder Jeremy Woodward under a separate company. All
six pubs continue to serve house brews Piffle and Balderdash, previously supplied by Conwy
Brewery but now from Hyde’s. The Goshawk at least will also continue with Weetwood beers.

Ellesmere Port Bus Pub Crawl
A free Saturday. What to do? I know. I’ll wile away the hours doing an Ellesmere Port area
pub / bus crawl using a £3.90 day rover on the regular Stagecoach Gold Liverpool - Chester
service.
What a lousy start at the Grace Arms! No real ale despite being Cask Marque listed.
Funnily enough, despite being told “Greene King might be on later”, I didn’t hang around
and soon found myself whisked all the way over to Hooton crossroads and the Chimneys.
This is a food orientated Vintage Inns place and was selling Black Sheep Best, Thwaites
Wainwright and Exmoor Silver Stallion. Wasn’t overly fussed on the latter but think it was
down to personal taste. Good pub though.
Onward, well backward, to Childer Thornton. The White Lion has had a new
dining area added recently and, despite it being unobtrusive and in keeping
with the general cosy layout, its popularity has detracted (in my view) to
the overall puby-ness of the place. Well, when it’s busy with diners that is.
It reverts to type at less foody hours so it serves me right for catching it at
feeding time. Shouldn’t be complaining about a pub being busy after all!
As you’d expect the Thwaites Best was spot on as indeed was the ale at
the near-neighbouring Halfway House - another fine community local.
Marston’s Bitter and Jennings Cockerhoop were available but I opted for
Jennings’ Pigs Might Fly. Lots of drinkers in here with few distracted
from their earnest conversations by the unobtrusive TV showing
Chelsea’s latest embarrassing set-back.

43

Moving to Little Sutton, a band was setting up in an Olde Red Lion
festooned with balloons advertising Lorraine’s 50th. Four beers on
(Wells Poppy, Black Sheep Best, Caledonian Autumn Red,
Robinson’s Trooper) so tentatively enquired which was the most
popular. At least he was honest when he said none had been pulled,
so I had to play Russian Roulette with the hand pumps and went for
a half of the Caledonian. Hmmm. Not off, but not brilliant either.
Didn’t hang around.
With the buses proving very punctual the tour continued at the
White Swan in Great Sutton. This two-roomed, loyal supporter of
cask ale is a Robinson’s tied-house and was only selling Hartley’s
Cumbria Way. It was OK, just a bit bland, so needed helping down
with a bag of peanuts which was sustenance for the short-cut walk,
via Mill Lane, to the smart, modern looking Wheatsheaf in
Overpool. Hardly your typical high street Wetherspoons location, surrounded by housing
estates, but who cares as a pint of Weetwood Southern Cross was well appreciated.
One pub to go. Best way there was a quick dash over the road to Overpool Station for a
one-stop Merseyrail train to Ellesmere Port centre. Two bits of news here. The Station Hotel,
which had always been in the elite league when it came to local stare factor, had undergone
an enforced closure by police due to repeated incidents of drugs and violence. Knock me
over with a feather duster.
Meanwhile, up the road, the Knot is no more. It had a fight with a bulldozer in August and
lost. Anyway, on a happier note, the Thomas Telford Wetherspoons was warm, welcoming
and comfortable. Not only that but it served up the best beer of the whole expedition in
Shepherd Neame Red Sails Cherry Porter. So good I had two.
A positive way to end before the last leg home. Bus service thoroughly recommended.
Reg Cobham

Over the Border
So farewell then to
the rurally isolated
Golden Grove in
Burton Green near
Rossett.
Despite local
objections and
a thousand strong
petition to save the pub, Wrexham Borough Council's July decision to grant permission for
its replacement by new housing has allowed the demolition men to move in. The place has
now been flattened and all that poignantly remains is the inn sign.
Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust might have "confidently dismissed" claims of alleged 13th
century origins but the case to save the pub was most probably lost when internal alterations
meant the building was de-listed from Grade II due to loss of historical significance.
Ah, the butchery of the pub interior designer.
Even if the Golden Grove's genealogy only went as far back as, say, Dick Turpin it will be
fondly remembered by those who visited. Perhaps not so much in the latter waning years,
but when it was alive and vibrant - back in the days when, as the local garage mechanic
recalled, cars queued up down the lane to get in for their Sunday lunch.
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At the West end of Helsby (opposite the Petrol Station) sits Helsby Community Sports
Club. (www.helsbysports.com)
The club not only caters for a range of Junior & Senior sports such as Football, Rugby,
Bowls,Tennis, Fishing, Running, Snooker & Darts but also has a welcoming bar area that’s
open to all 7 nights a week and all day Sat/Sun. The TV is usually on in the bar showing
sport and there's also a quiet lounge area.
“We have a well stocked and reasonably
priced bar with the added bonus of one and
sometimes 2 well-kept cask beers. Current
regular is Brimstage Scarecrow with the
addition of a guest beer to meet demand.
We are a free house and are willing to
discuss supplying beers from Local Brewers.
Anyone looking for Brewery Tap?”
HORA (head of real ale!) Stuart Wilkinson
continues; “I have run successful Festivals at
the club for the past 7 years and really want
to increase our Cask beer turnover. If anyone
out there can give me any advice around this
subject I would be more than happy to listen,
07969 000 878.
We welcome any type of event and are willing
to stock whatever beer is to our Customers
liking, whether that’s a group of friends who
fancy a Pin or Firkin to themselves or a
variety to suit a celebration party.
We welcome anyone to call in and try the
cask before they buy it.”
Non-members are welcome and membership
is available for the Sports& Social Sections.

CHESHIRE BEER FESTIVAL
November 14 – 15
Following the resounding success of last year’s event, the second
Cheshire Beer Festival was once again staged at Chester Racecourse
as several months of planning by CAMRA branches in the county finally
came to fruition.
This year the first floor of the County Stand was opened up to create
additional seating and provide a haven for those who prefer to enjoy a
beer in a quieter environment away from the more exuberant atmosphere
on the ground floor.
Over 1,500 discerning drinkers from all over the country the attended the festival
over the weekend and special mention must go to CAMRA Potteries branch who
brought a coach party of over 50 with some of their members donning racing
silks in recognition of the venue.
Drinkers were rewarded with choice of over 120 real ales and 20 ciders and
perries. The cider again proved very popular and extra supplies had to be
ordered for the Saturday evening session.
The event once again hosted the Champion Beer of Cheshire competition
which saw over 30 of the County’s best ales vying for
the award. After a marathon judging session starting
around 10.30 in the morning, Merlin Brewery from
Arclid near Sandbach were crowned as worthy
recipients of the gold award with their Merlin’s Gold.
Tatton Yeti and Bollington Oatmill Stout scooped
the silver and bronze awards respectively.
Full details of the winners in the various categories
can be found on page 7.
As usual the retinue of entertainers gave their services unpaid
in return for free beer although in some cases it might have
been cheaper to pay them the going rate! We are also grateful to
members of the Chester Bagatelle League for their sterling work on the pub games which
proved very popular.
Hopefully most of the teething problems from last year have been sorted out and the
feedback from those attending has again been very positive. It is also very pleasing to
report that 30 new
members were signed up
for the Campaign during
the course of the weekend.
Thanks are due to all the
sponsors, pubs who sold
tickets, entertainers,
Chester Racecourse for
use of the excellent
facilities and co-operation
of the staff and especially
to all those CAMRA
volunteers whose efforts
made the second
Cheshire Beer Festival
such a success.
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Acton, Nantwich Star
01270 627296
Alsager
Mere
01270 882019
Altrincham Old Market Tavern 0161 927 7062
Audlem
Bridge
01270 812928
Audlem
Shroppie Fly
01270 812379
Bollington
Dog & Partridge
01625 573596
Chester
Bridge Inn
01244 316299
Chester
Cellar Bar
01244 318950
Chester
Marlborough
01244 323543
Chester
Ship
01244 67840
Chester
Telford’s Warehouse 01244 390090
Childer Thornton Halfway House 0151 339 2202
Congleton Beartown Tap
01260 270990
Congleton Waggon & Horses 01260 271680
Congleton
Young Pretender 01260 273277
Crewe
Brunswick
01270 849458
Crewe
Crewe Arms
01270 750392
Dutton
Tunnel Top
01928 718181
Gawsworth Harrington Arms
01260 223325
Halkyn
Blue Bell
01352 780309
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See also
www.outinncheshire.
co.uk

ad hoc folk music, Thursday evening.
Live music every Tuesday in term time.
Rock music Saturday & Sunday evenings.
Acoustic folk music every Monday 8.30 pm
Live bands Fri & Sat *** BANDS WANTED***
Folk Club Fridays 8.30 - £2 unless guest is on
Live music every Saturday
Live music Friday & Saturday evenings
Live music Friday & Saturday evenings
Acoustic Live- Friday 9 pm
Live music most evenings
Open mike night. Wednesday 9.30
Acoustic night, second Wednesday of the month
Live music every second Saturday
Live Music every Thursday
Live music every Friday, Saturday, Sunday
Live bands every Sat *** BANDS WANTED***
Monday 8 pm jam night. 3rd Tuesdays Irish/Folk
Folk Session, Friday Evening
Old time sing-a-long every Friday evening.
traditional Folk Monthly, every 2nd Thurs
Handbridge Carlton
01244 671070
Live acoustic Jam session second Friday
Haslington Hawk
01270 582181
Acoustic Mondays, live bands Saturdays
Hr Kinnerton Swan
01244 641797
Alternate Thursdays, 9pm
Knutsford
Lord Eldon
01565 652261
Thurs; open mike night, Saturday; live bands
Trad music, first Tuesday of the month, 9 pm
Lach Dennis Duke of Portland 01606 46264
Saturday 7.30 starting soon; call for details
Little Budworth Egerton Arms 01829 760424
Bands some Saturdays, Sunday acoustic lunch
Lostock Gralam Nectars Bar
01606 333723
Jam Wednesday, Vinyl/Live Music Saturday.
Lostock Gralam Slow & Easy 01606 215586
Saturday nights; call for details
Lower Walton Stag
01925 261680
Jazz on Thursdays, 9 pm.
Macclesfield Macc
01625 423704
Tuesday acoustic night
Macclesfield Millstone
01625 606637
Saturday
Macclesfield Railway View
01625 423657
Tuesday evgs, alternating Jam and Open Mic.
Macclesfield Wharf
01625 261879
Most Friday evgs,plus last Sunday of the month
Marston
Salt Barge
01606 43064
Friday 9 pm
Middlewich Big Lock
01606 833489
Folk, first Sunday of the month, 8 pm.
Middlewich Boar’s Head
01606 833191
Saturdays, (Folk Jam 2nd Sat of the month)
‘Open Mic’ night, third Wed of the month
Mobberley Bull’s Head
01565 873134
Smooth Jazz every other Sunday
Nantwich
Black Lion
01270 628711
Live music Fri and Sat, ad hoc Tues & Thurs
Nantwich
Leopard
01270 480484
‘Open Mic’ night, 1st & 3rd Sundays of month
Nantwich
Railway Hotel
01270 623482
Live music Friday and Saturday
Northwich
Bowling Green
01606 42333
Live bands Saturday evenings
Northwich
Kingfisher
01606 354720
Occasional live music; call for details
Northwich
Swinging Witch
01606 352315
Live bands once a month,Saturday evenings
Poynton
Royal British Legion 01625 873120
R&B 2nd Thurs, Jazz, 3rd Thurs of the month
Sandbach
The Fox at Elworth 01270 760219
Live music every Saturday 9 pm
Sandbach
Market Tavern
01270 762099
Live bands every Saturday evening
Smallwood Bluebell
01477 500262
Folk Music, last Monday of the month, 8.30
Swettenham Swettenham Arms 01477 571284
Live music most Wednesdays
Willaston
Nag’s Head
01270 650176
Live Bands on Friday and Saturdays
Wilmslow
Conservative Club 01625 528336
Live Jazz every Tuesday
Wilmslow
King William
01625 524022
Last Saturday of each month
Wincle
Wild Boar
01260 227219
Live music most Saturdays
Winsford
Red Lion
01606 552285
Live music on Friday & Saturday nights
Wybunbury Swan
01270 841280
Live music on Fridays and Saturdays
Bands, fans and licensees are encouraged to tell us about new entries for this listing.
This information is only as accurate as what we are told! Please help us keep it updated.
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YOUR RIGHTS
You should receive a
full pint, not 90% - don’t
hesitate to ask for a top up.
If you suffer a poor
customer experience, let
the staff know, politely.
If they won’t put things
right, then as appropriate
contact Trading Standards
or Environmental Health
(-or call us!).

Advertise with us - let our readers be your customers!
Out Inn Cheshire welcomes new advertisers, no matter what your business.
Reach 50,000 discerning readers!
We publish quarterly, with a print run of 11,000
ADVERTISING RATES
being distributed free to over 400 pubs, off-licences
Colour Black & White
and other outlets across the county.
Small
£75
£50
We are happy to design your ad for you!
Medium
£150
£90
Full page £300
£180

New advertisers are always welcome.

Out Inn Cheshire is a not-for-profit publication of
the Campaign for Real Ale; itself a not-for-profit
Consumer Group. Printing costs are funded entirely
by advertising income. We accept advertising from
just about anybody, so long as it does not offend
our campaigning or other sensibilities!

advertising@outinncheshire.co.uk
Substantial discounts for regular slots
Next Issue;
Copy Deadline; 25 January 2016
Publishing Date; 1 March (approx)
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