EAST CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY (8 pm unless stated otherwise)
Everyone is very welcome, member or not!

For the latest details please visit our
web-sites www.outinncheshire.co.uk
and www.eastcheshirecamra.org.uk

Tue 29 Dec; 8 pm, Post-Christmas Social, Waters Green Tavern, Macclesfield
Lovely beer and possibly some cracking cheese, Gromit!
Thu 7 Jan; Good Beer Guide selection meeting, Alderley Edge Union Club
Mon 18 Jan; Campaigning meeting, King’s Head, Gurnett
Fri 22 Jan; Social at Manchester Beer Festival
Sat 6 Feb; Winter Pub of the Season award & walk, Rose & Crown, Allgreave
Tue 23 Feb; Good Beer Guide selection meeting, Cock in Treacle (tbc), Macclesfield
Plus AGM on a date and at a venue to be agreed
Plus every month we have;
Drop-inn* events at a town near you
* Informal socials or pub crawls held simultaneously in various convenient places in our area;
all are welcome, CAMRA member or not. Come and talk to us. See next page.
We cover a large area including Macclesfield, Congleton, Holmes Chapel, Knutsford, and Wilmslow.

Local contacts
Macclesfield: Keith Farman
01625 572460 Knutsford:
George Symes
01565 653096
Dave Hasler
01625 572640
Martin Baxter
01565 653675
Congleton:
Dave Gittins
01260 271593 Wilmslow:
Tim Walker
01625 418625
John Barber
01260 277391
Dave Pearce
01625 530152
Please contact us if you fancy joining us at one of our events. New faces are always welcome!

Cider Celebration
The Waters Green Tavern has long been known for its good selection of real ales, but
many people may not have registered that the end hand pump (tucked in the corner by the
door) is always a real cider- and sometimes even two ! Ciders on offer often come from
Gwent y Draig as well as the more common
Weston's and others.
Most notably, the Waters Green Tavern was the
venue for the launch of Macclesfield's own cider SiDa (named from the makers Simon and David).
It seemed fitting, therefore, that the pub was
recognised for its real cider offerings (as it has
frequently been for its real ale) and was named
Macclesfield and East Cheshire CAMRA
Cider Pub of the Year. What is more, this meant
the pub went forward to the next, regional, level
of competition- including pubs from North Wales,
Cheshire, Liverpool and the Wirral, where the
Waters Green Tavern reached second place losing the top spot by just one point!
The region's cider coordinator, Linda Harris, made
the journey from Liverpool to join the local CAMRA
members and the SiDa makers, and to present
Steve McDermott, joint licensee with his father Brian,
with the certificate. Two ciders were enjoyed that
night, Abrahall's Thundering Molly and the very
more-ish Burnt Worm from SiDa.
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Drop Inn!
What’s that then? Well, we’re meeting once a month, informally, in pubs close to you.
We want to meet all pub-goers and beer-lovers - including non-CAMRA-members and
CAMRA members who we don’t often see.
We pick a different pub for the last week every month and hope to meet you, especially if
you want to ask us anything or chat about most things from beer to pubs, stopping at most
points in between. We try to remember to have some CAMRA material visible so you can
see who we are; come and talk to us.
Congleton, Knutsford and Macclesfield Drop-Inns are the last Wednesday of the month.
In Wilmslow, Handforth & Alderley Edge it is the last Thursday of each month.
To find out more see our events diary, at
www.eastcheshirecamra.org.uk/Diary
If you have a question or two or even a suggestion,
please e-mail us on
contact@eastcheshirecamra.org.uk
We will even try to use Facebook and Twitter!
Wed 16 Dec; Queen’s Head, Congleton (planning to
eat at 7:30; call us to book)
Angel, Knutsford (8pm) then Tap & Barrel (9 pm)
10 Wed 27 Jan; Beartown Tap, Congleton
Legh Arms, Knutsford (8 pm) then Builder's Arms (9 pm)
Thu 28 Jan; Ship Inn, Styal

Price conscious?
If the pennies are a bit tight at this time of year, it might be worth remembering that
Sam Smiths Old Brewery Bitter is £1.80 a pint. You will pay more than twice that for a pint
of cask in a number of pubs in our part of the world. Near Knutsford, the Parkgate and the
Whipping Stocks both offer the beer at this price.

Award winning cask ales
& bottle conditioned beers
With over a decade of brewing
excellence and five Champion Beers
under our belt, we know that you’ll want
to ‘come round to our way of drinking’.

Our beers are brewed just as Mother Nature intended, without additives,
flavourings and colourings. We only use the finest natural ingredients,
pure hops and our carefully created blends of malts.

Tel: 01625 431234

email: stormbrewing@dsl.pipex.com
www.stormbrewing.co.uk

The Storm Brewing Co. Ltd, 2 Waterside, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 7HJ

Autumn Pub of the Season - Unicorn, Dean Row
Macclesfield & East Cheshire CAMRA made the Unicorn Pub of the
Season Autumn 2015, presenting the award to Mary Barrett and her
team In October. The well-loved pub was busy with the added
attractions of the Tuesday Quiz and good beer.
Seemingly disregarded by its former owner Spirit; a property
company, the last 23 months has seen a dramatic upturn in the
Unicorn’s local status. Former licensee Gavin won praise by making good use of the PubCo
supplied real ale list, using popular beers from around the UK and began to rotate in smaller,
independent local beers. When he left in August 2014, the thirst for these independents was
established but we worried about the uncertainty that a relief manager might bring.
In the event, Mary, an experienced landlady, immediately embraced the spirit of LocAle;
CAMRA’s policy of sourcing beers brewed locally, and carried on Gavin’s good work.
Retaining the Cask Marque perfect score, (an independent assessment of cellar and ale
dispense) she added a fifth hand pump to give a greater variety of cask beers.
In December 2014, a bid emerged to buy and re-develop the pub to a diner, without even a
thought of the locals’ opinions. Concerned regulars formed an effective campaigning force
and had the pub listed as an Asset of Community Value, to better protect it from
development, accompanying it with a petition of over 600 signatures. They were adamant
that their pub was not going to be ruined by people a hundred miles away.
In the end, the planning application was vetoed and the bidder walked away. No sooner
had this threat been countered when Spirit Pub Co, the parent company, was sold to
Greene King, a regional brewer with real interest in brewing, running pubs and promoting
good pub food. There will be at least 3 hand-pulls for the locals’ favourite beers, alongside
two of the Suffolk-based ales.
Throughout all this, the pub continued to offer a real pub feel with a good all-round selection
of beers. I heard comments about how it needed modernising – but in reality the pub is as it
should be; a pub. Shiny, brushed steel and aluminium isn’t always best. Well done to the
regulars of the Unicorn.

THE WATERS GREEN TAVERN
Your hosts,
Brian & Steve
96 Waters Green,
Macclesfield

Opposite the
Railway Station

Real Cider now sold!
Ever changing guest beers
including Mallinsons, Oakham,
Whim, Townhouse, Fyne Ales,
Newby Wyke& many more

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Good Beer Guide 2015
Local CAMRA Pub of the Season
Winter 2013
Bar meals served
Monday to Saturday lunch
No plastic food!
Real Chips!
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MISCELLANEOUS PUB NEWS
A feature on page 16 highlights the change which has occurred in the Dun Cow at Ollerton.
There are also changes in a surprising number of nearby pubs, some good news and
some bad, which demonstrate the volatility of the pub trade at the present time.
Worst news is that the Chapel House in Mobberley closed its doors for the last time in
October. This was a popular, albeit not too busy, spot with locals who were deprived of
their pub when the pub company (guess who) informed the landlord at short notice that
the premises were to be sold. More details aside >>>
The Frozen Mop in Great Warford has a new manager,
Stuart Rice, who took over in November. He replaces
Lottie Rossington, who has moved nearer home to the
March Hare in Cheadle. The Mop is a popular dining
pub where two beers are usually available, one being
either Doom Bar or Wainwright and the other a changing
guest which at the time of writing is the unusual Autumn
Red from Caledonian.
Nearby the Stag's Head sports a notice proclaiming
that it has been acquired by Ribble Valley Inns and will
reopen in summer 2016, but this could be optimistic as
the area remains boarded up and fenced off with no evidence of activity.
12 The mini pub company partnership of Kalton and Barlow has split with each partner taking
two pubs. Locally, the Dog Inn at Peover Heath remains with Simon Kalton, whilst Edward
Barlow has kept the Crown at Goostrey. It will be interesting to see how long the evidence
of previous joint ownership, seen for example in signage, menu and range of beers, remains.
No summary of this kind would be complete without a reference to change at the Olde Park
Gate at Over Peover. Yes, after a long period of closure it has new managers, this time
Joanne and Kevin Lacey. They moved there in October from the Swan at Holmes Chapel
which is currently closed for a major refurbishment.

12 Ever Changing casks & kegs, serving beers from local breweries
and beyond…..Always!
Weird and wonderful bottled brews from around the world,
plus spirits and wines from Independent Makers.
Knutsfords ONLY 'Beer Bar'. Proud beers From Proud People.
Serving Ales, Spirits, Ciders and more
to people that love to celebrate Beer, with beer!
15 Minshull Street
Knutsford
Cheshire
WA16 6HG
01565 228269

Mon ~ Thu
3pm ~ Midnight
Fri ~ Sat
12pm ~ Midnight
Sunday
12pm ~ 10.30pm
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Mobberley loss
The Chapel House in Mobberley closed its doors
on 15 October for what is likely to be the last time.
Licensee Clive Nicholson was given only a few days’
notice to leave, after a lengthy period of virtually no
communication from PubCo Punch. (Heard this
somewhere before?)
The locals were incensed and despite trying to buy
it as a consortium, making planning objections,
listing as an asset of Community Value (ACV) and
a petition, matters were so far advanced that it was
all in vain. Redevelopment looks like the most likely outcome, although the bad publicity
received by the purchaser may possibly encourage them to sell the pub on as a potential
living pub again.
It was a beer house since the 1850s are gets its name because religious meetings were
held upstairs before the nearby chapel was built. Your editor could not resist calling in for
a last pint of Doom Bar; it was on excellent form. Sad end for a great country pub.
Hi
I just thought I would drop you a line re the Castle Inn, Congleton. Me and my business
partner took on the Castle in July of this year. After a few years in the doldrums it is now
14 returning to the good old days when I had it before 1999 - 2003.
Our 2 mainstays are Tim Taylor's landlord and JW Lees MPA which is
an excellent drink. I'm a Punch pub but the choice isn't so bad, I use
Cheshire Cat sometimes , Young’s Special, Reverend James, etc but I'm
now on Punch’s Finest Cask list to make things bit more interesting. Tim
Taylor's is the best seller much to Punch’s annoyance! I’ve noticed a big
difference from last time I was there in that wine has taken away some of
the ale market which I want to get back and push.
Kind regards
Alex Thomson

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Mobberley’s Church Inn crowned a stylish success
One of Cheshire’s most historic pubs, the Church Inn, in Mobberley,
has won the Most Stylish Dining Experience at the Hilden Awards.
The judging recognizes stylish independent hospitality establishments
across the UK.
The Church Inn scooped this
year’s award after judges fell in
love with the pub, particularly
the George Mallory private dining
room which pays homage to the
famous mountaineer who died
on Everest in 1924. He was a
local villager and son of the
reverend of St. Wilfrid’s Church
opposite the pub.
The elegant room can
accommodate private dining
for up to 24 and is used for
wine tasting evenings.
The roaring fire and candlelight
16 create a comforting ambience
ensuring guests can imagine how it would feel back in 1715. Owners Tim Bird and Mary
McLaughlin discovered the original horse hair and lime plaster half way through the
restoration and decided to keep it for its historic value.
Mary, owner of Cheshire Cat Pubs &
Bars, comments; “We’re delighted to
have won this award. When we took over
the pub two years ago we all put a lot of
thought in to how it should feel.
We’re very proud of the Church Inn and
it’s really fantastic it has been recognized
for its restoration and stylish character.”
The judges commented:
“The attention to detail is on another level,
no corner is left uncovered and they have
captured the essence of a historic venue
perfectly. The sheer effort that has gone
into creating a unique, country-dining experience is fantastic.”
Tim and Mary opened the pub in 2013
after acquiring it in a near derelict state.
Now fully restored and refurbished the
pub offers great food and wine in an old
country tavern environment, along with
four well-kept cask ales, two at least of
which are locally-brewed by
Dunham Massey and Tatton;
the Mallory Mobberley Best
and the Ale-Alujah respectively.
For more information on
the Church Inn, visit
www.churchinnmobberley.com

Featured pub - the Dun Cow, Ollerton
Standing alongside a bend two miles out of Knutsford on the road
to Macclesfield, the Dun Cow would seem to be ideally located to
capture passing trade, walkers, diners or early doors visitors on
their way home. However this substantial Robinsons pub has
suffered over several years from a succession of licensees who
could not, or would not, make a success of running it. A year ago
one would pass the pub and note an almost empty car park at
most times of day, or find the building in darkness at half past nine.
All this changed in early June this year when Curtis and Tracy
Joyson took up the reins, and almost overnight the pub became
bustling and popular. Curtis's parents had 20 years' experience of
running a restaurant and a Robinsons pub near Ribchester in the Ribble Valley.
When they retired to Knutsford, a very short retirement ended when the four of them, joined
by Curtis's brother Leon, took on the Dun Cow. Their declared intention was to make a long
term success of the pub, which some locals feared was in danger of being closed and lost.
The Dun Cow was acquired by Robinsons in 2010 and minor alterations in 2013 gave the
interior a more homely feel, accentuated by real fires and deep padded chairs and settees in
the bar. Other distinct areas give a restaurant ambience and a measure of privacy for diners.
Smokers and mid-summer drinkers are catered for by a stone paved patio area at the rear.
The all-day menu features good quality traditional fare at competitive prices, locally sourced
where possible. Beers are from the Robinsons portfolio with three varying brews usually
available. Staff have already been recruited locally and at the time of writing there
are still vacancies to provide local employment.
Curtis and Tracy make a point of welcoming visitors to the Dun Cow individually and
feedback from visitors suggests that the quality of meals, and particularly the service, is
very good. Curtis's mother has been recorded as saying "Be assured, this family intend to
be here for many years" and on the basis of the first five months we suspect she is right and
we wish them well.
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Alderley Edge’s best-kept secret
Alderley Edge is known for its lively bars, restaurants and cafes, but located just away from
the hustle and bustle of the High street on Stevens Street is the Union Club, a haven where
members and guests can socialise and enjoy a quiet drink.
Club steward, Wayne Daniels does a
great job in providing a first class bar.
You enjoy some of the best real ales in
the village, at a fraction of the cost in
other bars, and relax playing snooker,
bowls, darts and dominoes.
Real ales are just £2.60 a pint with a
continually changing line-up, with quality
cask ales coming from all over the UK but with Cheshire-brewed ales prominent.
Every summer there is a highly popular micro beer festival
which is open to all.
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The club is run by the members as a not-for-profit organisation.
It has BT Sports, free Wi-Fi, two comfortable lounges, four
snooker tables plus a bowling green and meeting room,
both of which can be hired. 2015 has seen some major
improvements to the bar area, with more work planned.
There is full wheelchair access. The club is "dog friendly".
Guests are welcome, and the club makes its facilities open to
groups who wish to hold meetings or social events.
The function room is available for parties. Membership is just
£40 a year.
Opening times: the club is open Monday to Saturday noon to
2:30 pm and 6:00 pm to midnight
www.alderley-union-club.co.uk
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