Fr
e

e!

Out Inn CHESHIRE
The independent guide for discerning pub-users

Issue 69
Spring 2016

Real Ale for beginners
...in the pub
Typically, it’s on a hand pump.
You can see the bar person physically pulling the beer to serve it.
You may occasionally see beer served direct from the cask, by gravity from a tap.
You often see this at a Beer Festival.
Go for the tasty real thing on the hand pump.

...in the supermarket or off-licence
Read the label.
There may be a CAMRA logo
like this one >
or the label may refer to a yeast sediment,
to cloudiness or may actually call it
“Real Ale in a Bottle” or
“Bottle Conditioned”.
Don’t be misled by the silly names or fancy bottles and labels;
you have to do your homework and read the label!
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What’s it all about?
Surely there is plenty of real ale: what is CAMRA needed for any more?
Lots of reasons!
· Much-loved pubs are closing at a frightening rate, 30 a week are lost for ever.
· Favourite brews are axed and well-loved breweries closed.
· Popular pubs are turned into theme pubs where many people no longer feel welcome
· Pubs with a good choice of local Real Ales stop trying and sell only boring
national brands, or even worse, no cask beer at all.
So what can you do about it?
Þ Go to the pub more often.
There are many alternatives competing for your precious time and cash,
but the only one of them that is in danger of disappearing after serving
the people of this happy land for centuries, is the traditional pub.
There is a pub for everyone. Our pubs are a part of our precious heritage.
Very simply, you must use them or lose them.
Þ Be less timid when you go to the bar.
With well over 3000 Real Ales to choose from in this blessed island,
only the staggeringly unadventurous would stick to the handful of
heavily advertised mass market brands.
You might find a truly great beer: go for the hand pump.
Þ Join us.
The campaign is growing rapidly and has over 177,300 members.
People of all types and ages, united by a love of quality and choice.
Europe’s most successful consumer organisation and its
best social club.
Give us a call, or talk to us at one of our socials or Beer Festivals.
You will be most welcome.
Your membership application form
is on the inside back cover.

CAMRA: The Campaign for Real Ale….
is a volunteer organisation,
the only body speaking for all pub users.
We are all doing this in our spare time,
because we care about good pubs and great beer.
CAMRA is the most successful consumer organisation of all time;
the voice of the consumer can make a difference,
even against uncaring Big Business.
We can’t do it without you; we need your help.
New members are always very welcome.
We are open to new ideas and value your skills and enthusiasm
We want to explore wider use of social media and you can help.
We are keen to find new ways be relevant to the needs of pub users, beer drinkers and the trade;
you can help.
If you have joined CAMRA but not shown yourself yet, please feel free to get in touch
so you can join in with the campaigning - and the fun.
Even if you are not a CAMRA member, we value your views;
feel free to contact us electronically or face to face at any of our events.

What’s happening?
There are lots of ways to keep up with what is
going on in the bar, pub and beer scene in Cheshire.
Websites are good, with the national CAMRA site
and one for each area in the County.
Twitter is a continuous stream of information;
dig in and see what you can find and follow the most
interesting.
Now you can follow your editor at @editorcamra. I will be sharing my beer and pub
sampling experiences round Cheshire and further afield. Follow me and share the fun!
I will also “re-tweet” every message from any pub in Cheshire which says what cask beers
it has on tap, so you can find interesting and favourite brews. Facts at your fingertips!
All pubs are encouraged to take to Twitter to let me know.

THE COVER SHOT
Our cover is a shiny collection of hand pumps from a SIBA
(Society of Independent Brewers) beer festival.
The hand pump is virtually synonymous with Real Ale and
many of Cheshire’s independent brewers are members.

Attention licensees and brewers!
We are constantly amazed how few of you have a website, Facebook page or Twitter feed
(or if you have; how out-of date it is).
You are incredibly busy; we know that - but in the constant struggle for more customers,
you must keep advertising your wares.
Every one of you will have different circumstances, but we want to help.
Tell us your news and your new beers.
We will link to web-sites from our own. We will re-Tweet your messages.
We will publish material and photographs in this magazine.
Help us to help you. Together, we can promote your business. And it’s free.
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whatpub.com - your free on-line pub guide
CAMRA has created for you the ultimate online pub guide; whatpub.com With 47,000 pubs,
around 37,000 of which serve real ale, it is the UK best online guide to real ale.
You can find the best pubs to suit your needs. It automatically optimises for
use on laptops, tablets and mobile devices, and has over thirty different
search fields ranging from dog-friendly pubs to those that offer newspapers
or live music, so you can customise the search for your own preferences.
A full entry provides description and pictures, address, opening hours, the
owner, the regular real ales, refers to any Guest Beers, highlights main
features such as food, gives a map Sat Nav & OS references and local transport.
Most of the real ale pubs have details of the
real ales sold.
Compiled by local CAMRA volunteers,
it guarantees an independent view.
WhatPub also allows CAMRA members
to score the quality of the real ales in these
pubs to help in choosing the entries for the
Good Beer Guide .
Visit whatpub.com or scan the QR code above
on your Smartphone - and enjoy our pubs!

4

A beginner’s thoughts on Twitter....
I continue to explore the possibilities of this new-fangled social medium.
I now “follow” about 300 accounts and get to find out all sorts of useful stuff.
As part of my service to you all, I pass these on by “Re-Tweeting” to my
steadily-growing band of 350 or so followers. This group includes
individuals, pubs and brewers.
I am now re-tweeting every message I see about any pub in Cheshire, whether from the
pub itself or its customers, with details of the cask ales on sale, community events etc.
I am very happy to do this as a way of spreading news.
#

#

Licensees are invited to let me know anything that you want to share.
(I find it surprising that so few pubs and brewers are using this quick way to publicise
their business. I would urge all licensees and brewers to join in
Pub-users; follow me for a one-stop-shop of pub and beer information! @editorcamra
….and you can help the busy licensee of your local out either by
- helping them sign up to Twitter or
- sending me Direct Messages with key pub news.

Many CAMRA local groups also use Twitter;
Macclesfield & East Cheshire CAMRA is @MECCAMRA, we have @NorthCheshCAMRA
and @HaltonCamra, @THCAMRA for Trafford & Hulme while Chester & South Clwyd is
@CAMRACaSC
To keep up to date with pubs, beers, breweries and CAMRA events in your area, you
can use Twitter. Simply go to www.twitter.com and sign up. I found it very straightforward
but if you struggle there is plenty of guidance on the web. If you are clever enough to set up
an e-mail account, signing up to Twitter is no more complicated!
There is a river of information flowing unseen past your door; dip your toe in it. You have
nothing to lose but ignorance. It worked for me!
Ed
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Brewed in Cheshire
Brewers – if you have any news about your brewery that you would like to see reported
please email gary_chester@outlook.com or contact your CAMRA Brewery Liaison Officer.

LocAle Brewers
CAMRA’s “LocAle” promotion supports local craft
brewing; so watch out for posters and
stickers in those pubs that serve a local beer.
Britman Craft Beers of Neston on the Wirral; production continues to grow steadily
although there are no permanent or regular outlets for the cask beers which appear in a
few local pubs. London Porter and Golden Ale continue to sell well and the recipe for the
Best Bitter has been enhanced with a different hop to give slightly more bitterness.
Recently, a fourth permanent beer was added - IPA at 5.2%. In addition a seasonal beer
was brewed in September (Autumn Gold at 5.5%)
In Congleton, Manning Brewers are now in operation with a range of three cask beers
currently to be found in Congleton and Sandbach.
Man Up (4%) A clean tasting, easy drinking and flavoursome brew with a bittersweet finish.
Cave Man (4.2%) an extremely well balanced bitter with a refreshing hop character. A light
6 caramel colour and bitter crisp finish
Woah Man (3.8%) A uniquely clean drinking golden pale ale with an uplifting floral aroma. A
favourite and flavoursome session beer.
Mike and Paul Hill, a father and son brewing team have started brewing as Sandiway Ales
on the old Northern Brewing premises at Blakemere Village. With 12 years of brewing
experience, the aim is to provide a range of quality real ales in both cask and bottle.
The first four beers were available just before we went to press, with our first sighting being
the Bull’s Head in Mobberley..
They comprise Hop Salvo, a 3.8% session bitter, Hop Schism golden ale (4.1%), Hop Sepia
copper ale at 4.3% and Hop Secret porter weighing in at 4.5%.
They are also selling the beers, alongside other bottled beer, cider, wine and a craft lager
at their own shop/bar “The Wee Howff” co-located with the brewery at the rear of the
Blakemere site.
See more on Facebook at facebook.com/SandiwayAles on Twitter @SandiwayAles and
on www.sandiwayales.co.uk
Knutsford’s Tatton Brewery will be celebrating its sixth birthday with a beer festival on 16-18
June including live music, food and TV footy screening. The £6 entry fee includes your first
two pints.
Otherton Ales, the resident cuckoo brewer at Offbeat (Crewe) for over 12 months, has been
gradually moving into their own premises across the border in Audley, Staffordshire.
For the foreseeable future beer production will continue on a cuckoo basis at Offbeat, but
the Audley site will become home to a pilot brew kit, cellaring facilities, barrel-aged projects
and a potential future brewhouse.

Note to Brewers
CAMRA and Out Inn Cheshire are keen to publicise your lovely beers and tell people where
to find them. We know you are incredibly busy, brewing, cleaning, selling and delivering, so
promotion is not always at the forefront of your mind. We will try to make it easy for you.
Just let your BLO or the editor have electronic copies of the images for your beers
and a few words about them. Publicity in this section of Out Inn Cheshire is free!

LocAle
Cheshire’s Independent Craft Brewers
plus a few very close by
4Ts (Warrington)
Beartown (Congleton) *
Blue Ball (Runcorn)
Bollington Brewing Co *
Borough Arms (Crewe)
Brimstage (Brimstage, Wirral)
Britman Craft Beers (Neston)

07917 730184
01260 299964
01928 238442
01625 575380
07523 946730
0151 342 1181
07925 875836

www.4tsbrewery.co.uk
www.beartownbrewery.co.uk
www.blueballbrewery.com
www.bollingtonbrewing.co.uk
www.borougharmscrewe.co.uk
www.brimstagebrewery.com
www.burtonmanorgardens.org.uk
/whats-here/britman-craft-beers
Cheshire Brew Brothers
07890 567582
www.cheshirebrewbrothers.co.uk
Cheshire Brewhouse (Congleton) 07830 304929 www.cheshirebrewhouse.co.uk
Coach House (Warrington) * 01925 232800
www.coach-house-brewing.co.uk
Dunham Massey
0161 929 0663 www.dunhammasseybrewing.co.uk
Frodsham (Frodsham) *
01928 787917
www.frodshambrewery.co.uk
Front Row (Congleton) *
07861 718673
www.frontrowbrewing.co.uk
Goodalls (Alsager)
01270 873669
Happy Valley (Bollington)
07758 512080
www.happyvalleybrewery.co.uk
Lymm
0161 929 0663
Manning Brewers (Congleton)
www.manningbrewers.co.uk
Merlin Brewing (Arclid) *
01477 500893
www.merlinbrewing.co.uk
Mobberley Fine Ales
01565 873601
mobberleyfineales.co.uk
Norton Brewing (Runcorn)
01928 579907
Offbeat (Crewe) *
07502 096 438 www.offbeatbrewery.com
Peerless (ex Betwixt) (Wirral) * 0151 647 7688 www.peerlessbrewing.co.uk
Pied Bull (Chester)
01244 325829
www.piedbull.co.uk
Poynton
Brewery
07722 050733
RedWillow (Sutton)
01625 502315
www.redwillowbrewery.com
Sandiway (Blakemere)
*
01606 301000
www.sandiwayales.co.uk
Sandstone (Wrexham)
*
07851001118
www.sandstonebrewery.co.uk
Spitting Feathers (Waverton) 01244 332052
www.spittingfeathers.org
Storm (Macclesfield) *
01625 431234
www.stormbrewing.co.uk
Tatton Brewery (Knutsford) * 07738 150898
www.tattonbrewery.co.uk
Townhouse Brewery (Audley) 07976 209437
Weetwood (Tarporley) *
01829 752377
www.weetwoodales.co.uk
Wincle (Wincle) *
01260 227777
www.winclebeer.co.uk
Woodlands (Stapeley) *
01270 841511
www.woodlandsbrewery.co.uk
Why are we listing these?
Because we believe that beer brewed in the traditional way and sold locally is a
better product, creates local employment and is kinder to the environment.
We urge you to drink it when you see it and to ask for it if your local does not sell it.
If you are a licensee we encourage you to sell local beers where you can,
and if you are not free to do so, then ask your masters why not.
Your PubCo may have flexibility if you press them hard enough.
LocAle will give your business an edge.
* SIBA member (Society of Independent Brewers)

REAL ALE
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Asset of Community Value (ACV)
More than 1,200 pubs celebrated the New Year with the added protection of being listed as
an Asset of Community Value thanks to their local communities and Campaign for Real
Ale members.
The number of pubs nominated as ACVs has doubled in the past
six months, following the launch of a joint CAMRA-Government
initiative to protect England's most valued pubs, announced by
Pubs Minister Marcus Jones at the 2015 Great British Beer
Festival.
1,200 pubs in England have been listed as Assets of Community
Value, protecting them from being demolished or converted to
another use without planning permission.
ACV nominations give local communities the power to safeguard
valued local pubs from developers. CAMRA Branches and community groups across the
country are now working hard to get 3,000 pubs listed as ACVs by the end of 2016 to help
stem the number of pub closures, which currently stands at a rate of 29 a week.
Tim Page, CAMRA Chief Executive says: "It is fantastic to see community groups coming
together to protect 1,200 pubs across the country from redevelopment or demolition.
This figure is a testament to the effectiveness of putting power back into the hands of
local communities and giving them a chance to have a say in shaping their town centres.
8 We hope to more than double that figure by this time next year."
"ACV status also generates vital support for local pubs and highlights the wide variety of
community-orientated events and activities that contribute significantly to local civic life.
With 29 pubs closing every week we want to secure greater support for ACV listed pubs
to ensure they continue to be at the heart of our communities. This is the perfect opportunity
to share your support for your local by nominating it as an ACV".
Pubs Minister Marcus Jones added: "Our pubs remain at the heart of local life and CAMRA
members have done their communities proud. We brought in community rights to allow
people to list the local landmarks most important to their communities – allowing them a
fair chance to bid for them should they be put up for sale.
"Now listing might not be appropriate for all establishments but where communities have
wanted them they have done a great job, with 2,600 much-loved assets –from pubs to
libraries and community centres – being listed across the country."
For more information about your local CAMRA, visit www.camra.org.uk/camra-near-you
For more information about the ACV campaign, please visit www.camra.org.uk/list-your-local
The Sportsman’s Arms in Penketh is going through the process in an attempt to stop it
being demolished and converted into a Netto (as if Warrington hasn’t got enough
supermarkets already!).
So another CAMRA led campaign to stop this so-called development? Well actually, no.
This campaign has come through the locals who regularly drink there, in other words; the
Community. Organiser John Myers signed up the 21 local names to nominate the pub and
a ‘Save the Sportsman’s Arms’ Facebook page was set up with over 500 members.
The ACV has also received the full support of the Parish Council (at a meeting attended by
about 150 people). David Mowat, the local MP, has also given his support to save the pub.
This support is the perfect way of being locally-led and as a campaign we readily support
(thanks do go to CAMRA HQ for their help in obtaining the relevant documentation required).
Too many times apathy sets in when a pub closure is announced but the Sportsman’s shows
it only takes one or two people to activate the Community.
Nick Bosley

Champion Beer of Cheshire 2015
– Merlin’s Gold
Merlin brewery celebrated its Merlin’s Gold
beer winning CAMRA’s Champion Beer of
Cheshire in style with a presentation day
in February. The award was deservedly
won at blind tasting panels held at the
all-Cheshire Beer Festival at Chester
Racecourse last autumn.
The weather for the presentation was cold,
but the welcome was warm as David and
Sue Peart put on a grand bash in the
courtyard of the farm where their brewery
unit is situated at Arclid, near Sandbach.
A large marquee (fortunately heated) housed a long bar with several Merlin beers on hand
pump, plus the beers which were runners-up in the competition,
Tatton Yeti and Bollington Oatmeal Stout. A hog roast was put
on to feed the masses, for it was a good turn out from across
Cheshire.
CAMRA Area Organiser Nick Bosley did the honours and
presented certificates to all three breweries. Merlin beers
have gained an excellent reputation over the years for taste
and quality, and the award is a fitting culmination to the
years of hard work put in by David and Sue.
It was a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon, and all proceeds went
to a good cause, Merlin donating them to a local hospice in
memory of a close relative of their neighbour on the farm.
DD
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Big changes afoot for pub tenants and brewers in 2016
Pub tenants rushed to file their submissions to the pubs code consultation which closed on
18 Jan. The outcome of the pubs code consultation will form new laws and an open up an
adjudicator’s office, all of which goes live on May 26.
Those renting from the big 6 pub companies; Enterprise, Punch, Greene King, Admiral,
Marston and Stars & Bars will have options to trigger a Market Rent Only option (MRO) and
go free of tie.
Chris Wright from the Pubs Advisory Service said “The pubs code is the biggest shake up
in the industry since the Beer Orders. Government is keen to shut some doors on bad
practice which is good news and we’ve been busy supporting our members to ensure
Government doesn’t inadvertently open new ones as a result. Its going to be exciting in May
to be at the forefront helping licensees get to grips with all the changes, the code effects
will be of great interest to Britain’s growing brewing scene too as access to previously
tied pubs begins to free up.”
The pub will be able to thrive with a decent wet profit and reinvest in the site
– this can only be good news for the customer. Instead of decline under a beer tie
we’ll see great operators taking up the mantle and actively reversing the trend
as a fair deal rewards them properly. Win win!
Tied PubCos will not be able to add their lost wet rent to the dry rent as a solution,
as this doesn’t equate to a “market rent” and is totally counter to the “profits
10
method” under which pub rents are assessed by independent surveyors.
It’s a common fallacy to say nothing will change under MRO and they’ll add
X to Y, you cant do that – wrong wrong wrong.
The point of the new MRO is that
the tenant has the right to seek an
independent assessment of what their
commercial rent should be, without any
supply ties, in order to see if their tied
agreement is a fair one. They then
have the knowledge and the right
through the pubs code adjudicator to
pursue a free of tie arrangement or to decide to
agree a positive tied or part tied deal (which is why
the MRO option is NOT 'abolishing the tie'.
It is simply giving the option of the independent
assessment to ensure transparency and the ability
to negotiate a fair deal whether tied, part tied or
free of tie). Its very much up to the pub company to
sell the benefits of being tied to a tenant, if they fail
to do that then the tenant will opt for a Free Of Tie
deal.

BREWERY, PUB and BEER BOOKS
Large selection of quality used books for sale
with an emphasis on the history and heritage
of all aspects of UK breweries, pubs and beer.
For full list please contact Neville Senior on:
07928575052
neville.senior@hotmail.co.uk
I am a CAMRA member and available to provide a
bookstall for beer festivals and pub events.

PUBS:

YOUR HERITAGE
Use Them - or Lose Them!

