EAST CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY (8 pm unless stated otherwise)
Everyone is very welcome, member or not!

For the latest details please visit our
web-sites www.outinncheshire.co.uk
and www.eastcheshirecamra.org.uk

Wed 20 Apr; Pub of the Year 2016 award to the Old Dancer, Wilmslow
6-7 May;
Macclesfield Beer Festival; ticket entry to evening sessions
Now available on line and from the usual outlets ;
see poster on page 14 for details
Sat 7 May; Free entry lunch session at Macc Beer Festival;
lots of choice and room to move around, ideal for families and beer lovers alike,
plus the launch of Five Clouds Brewery
Tue 17 May; Campaigning meeting, Dog & Partridge, Bollington
16-18 Jun; Social; Tatton Brewery 6th Anniversary Beer Festival, Knutsford
LocAles, food, music and footy screening (Entry cost £6 includes first 2 pints)
Plus every month (on the last Wednesday & Thursday) we have;
Drop-inn* events at a town near you
* Informal socials or pub crawls held simultaneously in various convenient places in our area;
all are welcome, CAMRA member or not. Come and talk to us. See next page.
Details on our website, Facebook & Twitter
We cover a large area including Macclesfield, Congleton, Holmes Chapel, Knutsford, and Wilmslow.

Local contacts
Macclesfield: Keith Farman
01625 572460 Knutsford:
George Symes
01565 653096
Dave Hasler
01625 572640
Martin Baxter
01565 653675
Congleton:
Dave Gittins
01260 271593 Wilmslow:
Tim Walker
01625 418625
John Barber
01260 277391
Dave Pearce
01625 530152
Please contact us if you fancy joining us at one of our events. New faces are always welcome!

At the Congleton Drop Inn in January, a small group met in the Beartown Tap, which was
quiet in the sense that it wasn’t particularly busy. The condition of all the beers sampled was
agreed to be good.
We then repaired to the Leisure Centre, the White Lion and finally to the Young Pretender.
The White Lion was much livelier than the earlier pubs and we were interested to see a
guest ale on which we were informed was a trial by Manning Brewers, a relatively new
venture based in Timbersbrook. Our informant was a member of the family and we had
quite a long discussion over the guest which we mostly agreed was promising although
one of our number, however, thought it was not so much to the female palate.
We drank some of Manning Brewers "Man Up" recently in Congleton’s Lord Mountbatten.
It's being brewed just outside the town by the father of the guy that runs the White Lion,
operating as 'Born of Man Brewery'
We were quite impressed with it and
it's been selling well. The pub was
planning to put on another of their
beers - Cave Man - too.
I enjoyed visiting some of
Macclesfield's leading ale pubs.
Most noteworthy was the half pint
of RedWillow's 9.4% 'Thoughtless' a mighty, slightly smoked, Imperial
Stout. Normally a sceptic of the
strong ones, I found its complex
flavour convincing and deeply
satisfying. Highly recommended. AH
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Drop Inn!
What’s that then? Well, we’re meeting once a month, informally, in pubs close to you.
We want to meet all pub-goers and beer-lovers - including non-CAMRA-members and
CAMRA members who we don’t often see.
We pick a different pub for the last week every month and hope to meet you, especially if
you want to ask us anything or chat about most things from beer to pubs, stopping at most
points in between. We try to remember to have some CAMRA material visible so you can
see who we are; come and talk to us.
Congleton, Knutsford and Macclesfield Drop-Inns are the last Wednesday of the month.
In Wilmslow, Handforth & Alderley Edge it is the
last Thursday of each month.
To find out more see our events diary, at
www.eastcheshirecamra.org.uk/Diary
If you have a question or two or even a suggestion,
please e-mail us on
contact@eastcheshirecamra.org.uk
We will even try to use Facebook and Twitter!
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The Stag’s Head, Great Warford now has a sign saying it is re-opening in 2016.
Wilmslow’s Wetherspoon, the Bollin Fee appears to have been sold to the Brewhouse &
Kitchen chain who have a good reputation for cask beer including brewing on the premises.
More news when we have it.
Volk is a new Cafe bar at 15 Chestergate in Macclesfield. It opened at the end of February.
The food offering features burgers, hot dogs and other meats from "the smoker".
It will feature 2 cask beers along with 6 keg. It is open from 9.30 am - 6 pm Mon-Wed;
9.30 am - 11 pm Thu-Sat; and is closed on Sundays (but opens on Sunday for Treacle
Market - usually the last Sunday of Month).

Award winning cask ales
& bottle conditioned beers
With over a decade of brewing
excellence and five Champion Beers
under our belt, we know that you’ll want
to ‘come round to our way of drinking’.

Our beers are brewed just as Mother Nature intended, without additives,
flavourings and colourings. We only use the finest natural ingredients,
pure hops and our carefully created blends of malts.

Tel: 01625 431234

email: stormbrewing@dsl.pipex.com
www.stormbrewing.co.uk

The Storm Brewing Co. Ltd, 2 Waterside, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 7HJ

Winter Pub of the Season - Rose and Crown, Allgreave
An intrepid group of walkers braved wind, rain and mud to walk from the Cat & Fiddle pub to
the Rose & Crown in Allgreave for the presentation for Winter Pub of the Season as part of
a longer walk back over Shutlingsloe – the so-called Cheshire Matterhorn. It is a lovely cosy
pub nestled against the hillside deep in the beautiful Peak District. We were warmly
welcomed by our hosts Ian & Luda Rottenbury who took over the pub as a free house in
2014. The cask ale, usually served in a pot, is kept in excellent condition and sourced from
local breweries and beyond. They have been renovating the pub with the walker-friendly
main bar area being the initial focus with sturdy wooden tables and log burner.
Next on the renovation list is the restaurant and beer
garden. Ian & Luda are not new to the area having run
the Legh Arms in Prestbury and Hanging Gate in
Sutton for many years.
The pub can’t easily be reached by public transport
but has its own accommodation and is a great base
to explore the surrounding countryside around with
walks of varying ability. Their website lists several
walks and it’s on the Langley 11 walk every May
which takes in 11 pubs over 15 miles.
Not for the faint hearted!
The Rottenbury’s are justifiably proud of the food menu which will be expanded from the bar
menu to a full restaurant menu during 2016. Ian bakes his own bread; we can attest to its
excellent quality having been treated unexpectedly to plates of sandwiches.
A grand, if wet, day out and highly recommended as a destination pub.
In East Cheshire we have a lot of stunning rural pubs that deserve our support and are well
worth the effort of diverting off the usual town centre suspects.
whatpub.com/pubs/MAC/8/rose-crown-allgreave
www.roseandcrownallgreave.co.uk

THE WATERS GREEN TAVERN
Your hosts,
Brian & Steve
96 Waters Green,
Macclesfield

Opposite the
Railway Station

Real Cider now sold!
Ever changing guest beers
including Mallinsons, Oakham,
Whim, Townhouse, Fyne Ales,
Newby Wyke& many more

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Good Beer Guide 2016
Local CAMRA Pub of the Season
Winter 2013
Bar meals served
Monday to Saturday lunch
No plastic food!
Real Chips!
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Horse & Jockey, Wilmslow
The Horse and Jockey, a traditional red brick Punch-owned pub in
rural south Wilmslow, has new owners - Paul and Angela Dineley.
Leaving Failsworth in November for Cheshire, they have already
introduced changes which they hope will help re-instate the Horse
as a thriving community pub.
It was refurbished following a partnership arrangement between
Punch and Inglenook Inns & Taverns at the end of 2014, but
since then, it has had a succession of managers, each having
had trouble making it financially worthwhile. A shame because it
is a homely welcoming place, and perfectly situated for a wide
range of clientele in a densely populated residential area.
Paul and Angela have a long history of working in the licensed
trade, and will be putting on regular social events such as an
interactive pub quiz, and an open mic night.
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Freshly cooked food is available
seven days a week, and at
reasonable prices, and there is a
child friendly menu. Three house
beers are available (Black Sheep,
Robinsons Dizzy Blonde, and Lees
Manchester Pale Ale) with 1 rotating
guest - Bombardier when I called in.
I sampled the MPA and Bombardier
and both were on fine form.
If you are in the Wilmslow area, call
in and help support Paul and Angela
in their new venture.
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Featured Pub - Prince of Wales, Congleton
The Prince of Wales on Lawton Street
was re-opened last year by Shropshire
based Joule’s Brewery .
Craftsmen restored the original
features echoing the two shops’
separate identities. Tilers from Stoke
on Trent created a classic frontage,
featuring specialist vitreous enamel
signs.
The refurbishment focused on
enhancing the cosy snugs and corners
that the Prince of Wales was once
famous for.
The pub sells Joule’s range of cask
ales, including Pale Ale, Blonde &
Slumbering Monk as well as the Joule’s
seasonal collection along with freshly
prepared bar snacks.
Landlord Gareth, who previously
16 worked at Joule’s Cross Keys in
Chester commented, ‘Verity and I are excited to bring Joule’s beer to Congleton and become
part of the community”.
Joule’s said “Lawton Street is fast becoming an independent part of the town with a cluster
of individual operators and brewers. Titanic with whom we have a very friendly rivalry
opened close by. It’s an interesting place to be and very different from the top of the town
with the bigger and more corporate pub chains”
‘We are delighted to have such a great pub in a great location. Gareth and Verity love their
pub and its great atmosphere. We see ourselves as sponsor of this great and historic old inn,
so we are looking forward to being a part of Congleton’s community.”

GO
OD

Spring Pub of the Season - Tap & Bottle, Knutsford
This welcome addition to the local Knutsford scene has been chosen
as the Spring Pub of the Season for East Cheshire. Open since July
2015, it is an independently owned modern bar offering 6 real ales in
casks and a further 6 key kegs dispensing craft beers.
One cask is from Tatton Brewery and the others usually include LocAles, but there is a good
mixture with some beers sourced from all over the UK, mainly from smaller brewers.
Mass branded products are avoided, even for spirits. Trays of 3 third-pints are available.
The range often includes Belgian fruit beers and the extensive range of bottled beer ensures
there is something to suit all tastes, with a few gluten free beers available. Occasional real
cider is available in spring and summer.
The décor is modern and whilst downstairs is compact with a large table to the left of the bar,
a small table to the right and window seats at the front, the upstairs room is spacious,
comfortable, light and airy providing a pleasant place for large and small groups to relax and
enjoy the excellent beers.
The upstairs TV shows sporting events.
A quiz is held on Sunday evenings.
Dogs are welcome. There is no food, but
some snacks are available.
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Licensee Rick Hoskins said; As a landlord
and ex brewer this really is one award I’m
delighted to have received within 6 months
of being open. Beer is my passion.
I started in this trade working for Robinsons
as a bar man/ cellar man. This is where my
passion for real ale was ignited.
Following my climb to management and
moving around to different bars I became a brewer with the award winning Tatton Brewery.
While with Tatton I gained an understanding of and respect for beer production and delivery
from mash tun to glass.
As a brewer and a consumer of beer; drinking in my home town of Knutsford became a
struggle, due to the lack of choice. This is the point I decided to build Tap & Bottle.
At Tap & Bottle we strive to offer the best quality beers, with
a continued effort for change and diversity. With an ever
changing selection of cask, keg and bottled beers we can
provide a beer style for everyone; even lager drinkers!!
To complement our beer range we also offer some unique
wines, spirits and soft drinks. We pride ourselves on using
local breweries and distilleries along with exclusive
continental beers from all around the world.
We are a fun beer’ducation for Knutsford. We love people
to come along and try something new or some old classics.
We get people excited about the world of beer, excited
to come in and see what’s “new on” that day.
With the success of Tap & Bottle Knutsford we are looking
at expanding to more towns in and around Cheshire
“Watch this space!”
Winter hours are 3 pm to midnight Mon-Thu,
noon-midnight Fri, Sat, noon to 10.30 Sunday
https://www.facebook.com/tapandbottle @tapbottlebar www.tapandbottle.co.uk

El Nuevo King William, Wilmslow
In recent years the King William
could be regarded as something of
a ‘marmite’ pub.
Many customers loved the rustic
Spanish style with bright yellow
walls and dark wood furnishings
and with an authentic tapas menu.
Others though were not convinced.
While accepting that there may be
demand for a Spanish restaurant
in Wilmslow they did wonder
whether it fitted well in what had previously been a traditional Robinson’s town pub.
They were not certain that the tempranillo sat well alongside the Unicorn. Well since the turn
of the year those seeking the Spanish experience have had to go elsewhere as the pub has
returned to its Robinson roots. The walls have been painted a more subdued cream colour
and the Spanish ephemera have been removed. North country pies have replaced tapas on
the menu.
Coard and Phil took over the tenancy last December with the intention of re-establishing
the King William as a community pub. They have previously run the Saracen’s Head at
Warburton near Lymm for nine years, a family pub that was part of the Spirit Group.
Beer will continue to be supplied from the Robinson’s stable, Dizzy Blonde and Hartley’s XB
being available during my visit. Food is currently centred on pies from Wilmslow’s own
Great Northern Pie Company with sandwiches and soup also available. However they plan
to expand the menu in the near future which is something to look forward to as Phil has
previously been a chef at Manchester’s Midland Hotel.
Monthly live music is planned and a weekly quiz night. The pub will not be sport-dominated
although free-to-air matches will be shown.
Opening hours are 12-2 and 5-9 Mon-Thurs, and all day Fri-Sun.
DP

19

Knutsford news
Lots to report in Knutsford. The Tap and Bottle
was chosen as the Spring Pub of the Season by
local CAMRA (see page 17). The Botanist opens on
20 March where the old Knutsford Wine Bar was,
selling a new cask ale, Passionate Blonde (3.8%)
brewed exclusively for them by Cloudwater.
A new bottled beer shop opens at the end of March;
Dexter & Jones is at 10 Princess Street and will
stock a range of 500 bottled beer, including some
Real Ale in a Bottle. It will also feature 50 gins for those so inclined. It will also host regular
‘tasting events’ and ‘meet the brewer/distiller evenings’ where local producers will present,
discuss and showcase their products, giving customers the ability to discover more about
these modern masterpieces and the processes involved in creating them.
Dexter & Jones aims to become a destination for craft ale & gin lovers, keen to discover new
tastes and the team hope that Knutsford will be the ideal location for this new venture.
www.dexterandjones.co.uk info@dexterandjones.co.uk @dexterandjones
The Cross Keys is busy following its make-over while the Freemasons is happily selling
three cask beers and now offers evening meals. http://freemasons-knutsford.co.uk/.
The Knutsford Beer Festival returns. It will be held on 7-8 October at the larger venue of
20 Egerton Youth Club on Mereheath Lane just a few minutes’ walk from the town centre.
As well as the range of cask beers, a Prosecco Bar will be provided.
http://www.knutsfordbeerfestival.org.uk/
A little further east, the Roebuck in Mobberley is expected to reopen during the life of this
issue. Tim Bird, co-owner of Cheshire Cat Inns tells us that it will be different from its former
incarnation. Following a protracted planning process which had to take into account the
listed status of the building, it has been extensively reworked. It will reopen as a bistro with
letting rooms. Tim assures us that cask beer is likely to be available but will not be the focus.
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