NORTH CHESHIRE
Covers Warrington and Vale Royal, including Frodsham, Lymm and Northwich.
Meetings are usually held in the Warrington/Northwich area, with regular surveys of outlying areas.
New members and formerly inactive members are especially welcome.
Rupert Adams
contact@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
Branch contacts;
Nicholas Bosley chairman@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
Out Inn Cheshire articles or adverts: oiccoordinator@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
If anything of remotest interest is happening in your local, let these guys know!

www.northcheshire.camra.org.uk
North Cheshire Pub of the Year 2015:
North Cheshire Club of the Year 2015:

Lion Hotel, Moulton
Appleton Thorn Village Hall

CAMRA DIARY
All Weekday events start at 8 pm unless specified otherwise.

Sat 12 Mar;
Tue 15 Mar;
15-16 Apr;
Sat 16 Apr;
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21-24 Apr;
Sat 23 Apr;
Wed 27 Apr;
Sat 7 May;
Wed 25 May;
Sat 4 Jun;

Helter Skelter,Frodsham; 6th Annual Beer Matched Dinner
Branch Meeting Red Lion, Stockton Heath 8:00 pm
Davenham Cricket Club 5th Davenham CC Beer Festival
Merseyside and Cheshire Regional Meeting 1:00 pm
Bull’s Head, Warrington
St George’s Beer Festival, Lower Angel, Warrington
Day Trip to Leeds by train
Branch Meeting 8:00 pm Star, Statham
Annual Mild Crawl Bridgnorth
AGM & Election of Committee 8:00 pm Bowling Green, Northwich
1874 Northwich Beer Festival 3:00 pm Lostock Club

For latest updates visit northcheshire.camra.org.uk and follow us on Twitter at @NorthCheshCAMRA

North Cheshire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2016
As we go to the print our competition judges will have completed slogging around the length
and breadth of North Cheshire in the depths of Winter, visiting the candidates for our local
CAMRA Pub of the Year competition – well somebody has to do it and they tell me they
love it!
Candidates were selected in December by use of
a combination of the beer quality scores submitted
by CAMRA members far and wide, and also by a
direct poll of CAMRA members.
The judging process then kicked in with the panel
of judges visiting each pub twice over a 10 week
period and scoring according to the same guidelines
as are used for the national CAMRA Pub of the Year
competition.
The candidates this year included an interesting mix of suburban locals and rural pubs, a
modern bar featuring for the first time plus old
(and not so old) stalwarts and previous
competition winners:
Barn Owl, Agden Wharf
Brewery Tap, Lymm
Egerton Arms, Little Budworth
(pictured above)
Helter Skelter, Frodsham
Lion, Moulton (pictured left)
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The result should be known as you read this.
Look out for news of a presentation and of
course, the celebration!
Ray Head
– Pub of the Year Competition Organiser

Where’s That Pub?
The skeleton staff shown in the last issue
can be found brewing up at the Egerton
Arms in Little Budworth - thanks to Jeff for
the photo.

For this issue’s poser, outside which pub in
South Warrington can this clock be found?

Nick T

Community Pub of the Year 2016
No sooner is one competition completed,
than another begins. This year’s competition
will be judged through to the end of March
and the winner will be announced in April.

The candidates are:
Bulls Head, Warrington
Hare and Hounds , Crowton
Sportsman’s Arms, Penketh (pictured above)
Star Inn, Statham (pictured left)
Good luck to them all and may the best pub win.

Small businesses thriving in pub trade
Local businessman, Rob Spicer has recently added the Crown and Cushion in Penketh to
his growing stable of pubs rescued from near obscurity and transformed into welcoming
24 places where men, women and families can feel at ease with excellent drinks, conversation
and, if required, traditional pub grub in clean and comfortable surroundings.
Rob is meticulous about beer quality and insists that this attention to detail and consistent
achievement of high standards is applied to everything his pubs provide. Currently he plans
to have one regular and one guest beer available with the emphasis on regional beers.
Rob is not alone, Cornerstone Inns now operate six pubs in the Winsford, Northwich and
Middlewich area which have a focus on local brews. Again these are pubs which could just
have been frittered away and allowed to close but are seeing a new lease of life.
Jeff Bouch

Award Winning Coach House Enters a New Chapter
A change of ownership occurred at Coach House last year when the brewery was bought
by Martin Bailey who took over in December. The brewery was set up in 1991, following
the closure of Greenall Whitley, by former employees Dave Bolton, Tony Gandy and
Neil Chantrell . All three had decided last summer that they were ready to retire and so
Martin, who is a friend and golfing and shooting companion of Neil, made the decision to
acquire the business. There are no changes to the staff at the brewery with Neil's son
Niall remaining as head brewer. All three of the founders will remain in a consultancy role
for the time being.
Martin has an accountancy background but has connections in the brewing industry.
His father was head brewer at Hyde’s and the family has historically had involvement in
the pub trade at the Eagle & Childe at Bispham Green.
Martin expects the beer range to remain unchanged
although, as the brewery celebrates its 25th Anniversary
this year, some commemorative brews may well appear.
As cask ale is no longer brewed at Burtonwood this makes
Coach House the oldest cask brewery in Cheshire.
They also achieved great success at the SIBA North West
region beer competition held in Bolton last October. Coach
House achieved gold and silver in the Mild and Brown ales
category with Gunpowder Mild and Old Porter respectively.
They also achieved silver in the Speciality class with
Blueberry Bitter, this beer also picking up gold in the
Speciality class and overall silver in the bottled beer
competition.
An outstanding achievement of which all at
the brewery are justifiably proud.
Joe Wright
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The Legend of the Crawling Man and the Black Horse
The Black Horse, Great Sankey may be the oldest pub in Warrington. Local pub company
Bravo Inns gave it a complete overhaul resulting in a thriving business once more.
Built in 1632 as a coaching Inn it has its fair share of spooky spectacles, the most famous
being the Crawling Man. As the story goes the man in charge of the stable was an
exceptionally popular blacksmith by the name of Giles Boston. He was also a fine
swordsman. His four brothers were all very strong Cromwell supporters. During the Civil War
in the late 1600’s, many battles took place around Warrington, mainly at Winwick and on
Warrington Bridge, and three of the brothers were killed in these battles.
The last skirmish in Warrington between the Royalists and the Ironsides (Cromwellians),
took place at the Black Horse Inn when a group of Cavaliers (Royalists), on the run,
demanded all the horses in the stable. The landlord refused and was 'run through' with a
sword. Giles drew his sword and killed two of the Royalists. Their leader then drew his pistol
and shot Giles in the chest, reloaded and shot him a second time. The Royalists then took
the horses and fled.
Giles crawled and stumbled for about two hundred yards to raise the alarm and seek help.
He probably died where now stands the Sloop Inn, near Sankey Bridges.
Does the ghost of the blacksmith still roam the Black Horse Yard? Stories of sightings are
not uncommon or have these customers had enough of the other ‘Spirits’ on offer?
26 The present Black Horse is modern and inviting with a large beer garden, great for families
in the summer. It has free WiFi and a selection of Real Ales at reasonable prices.
4 large TV’s show Football, Rugby and Horse Racing. The Tuesday quiz is second to none
or perhaps you would prefer to belt out your best Karaoke song on Thursdays?
Spend an evening here and you never know, you may befriend Giles Boston in the car park!
(This article was submitted by the licensee – others are welcome to tell us about their pub)

The
Crown
Inn

Crown Lane
Lower Peover, Knutsford

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Come try our excellent freshly cooked food
and wide range of fine cask ales.
Open 12-3, 5.30-11 Mon-Sat, 12-10.30 Sun
Varied specials menu
Food served every day
12 – 2 & 6.30 – 9 (12 – 5.30 Sundays)
Tuesday Quiz (9.30 pm)
on
Seas
Thursday; Pie Night! ub of the r 2009
P

tel. 01565 – 722074

me
Sum

‘POLYPINS’ or ‘PINS’ – would they help your local?
With the growth of cask ale in recent years the standard beer container has reduced over
time with the 9 gallon firkin replacing the 18 gallon kilderkins (“kils”)which used to be the
norm, as licensees strive to offer their customers an often ever-changing range of cask ales.
But, this still presents a problem now that there is so much choice of cask ale, epitomized
by the growth in Cheshire breweries in recent years. Simply, it does not allow most pubs
to take advantage of the hundreds of different beers available on a local level, let alone
nationally, and this is where the 4.5 gallon pin, or it’s disposable brother, the
polypin can help.
The pin helps pubs to sell a broader range of beers within the overall volume
of ale sold without risking, or at least lessening, the risk of the beer going off,
making it possible to offer choice, test new beers and lessen waste. This could
indeed allow a licensee who has otherwise shied away from cask ale because
of the high risk of wastage with the larger firkins, to try cask ale with much less
risk of his inevitably tight margin being totally eroded if the beer goes off.
Potentially we have a win-win for the pub that who is able to offer its
customers more choice; the customer who might otherwise not have
the choice to drink cask beer or might not be offered the same range of beers;
and the brewer who is both able to offer a wider range of beers and potentially
expand their sales into pubs that might otherwise have been ‘off limits’.
Beer in a pin will keep just as long as in a firkin (almost certainly longer in a
polypin), which should eliminate wastage issues. By virtue of its size, it will
allow the pub to offer two different cask ales where the firkin gave you on e.
They’re easy to store and handle, take up less cellar space and can usually
be connected to a hand pump. A pin is also a more useful size for parties
and outside events, such as a barbecue.
Obviously supply may not always be easy, particularly if the landlord is tied to a PubCo's list,
but there are ways around it that will not breach PubCo agreements and North Cheshire
CAMRA would be happy to advise if this
becomes a problem.
Many smaller breweries have embraced
the concept of supplying cask ale in pins
recognizing this as a means of growing
their sales. We have a list of the local
breweries that are able to supply pins
which we will pass on as required so:

THE LOWER ANGEL

ST GEORGE’S BEER FESTIVAL
30 English Beers, 5 Ciders
St George’s Day Malt Whisky

Landlords; why not try out the pin? Many
pubs have found that if they offer cask ale
they gain new customers. Offering a range,
quality and local beer might prove a bonus!
Customers; if your local does not stock cask
ale ask if they have considered trying pins.
Demand that they become imaginative and
offer what you want to drink.
RH, Pubs Campaigns Coordinator
Parts of this article appeared in CAMRA Bristol &
District’s ‘Pints West’ magazine so I am grateful
to them for letting me reuse it.

Thursday April 21 – Sunday April 24
27 Buttermarket Street, Warrington
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Protecting your Local – Assets of Community Value (ACV)
Well-run pubs play a pivotal role in local communities, but are increasingly under threat of
demolition or being converted to another use by large developers with 29 pubs closing every
week.
As a pub lover and local campaigner, your first step to saving a pub from this fate is to list it
as an 'Asset of Community Value' (ACV). You can do this even before a pub is under
threat, which will give the pub added protection under planning law. Please note that ACV
listings only apply to pubs in England.
List your Local
If you love your local pub and think it adds value to your community, you can apply for it to
be registered as an ACV to give it extra protection from developers (England Only).
Without ACV status developers can convert local pubs to a wide range of retail uses or
even demolish them without applying for planning permission, denying local people a say.
Make sure your voice is heard by nominating your local pub as an ACV today.
You can apply for the listing as an informal group of 21 local people, as a Parish Council or
even as a CAMRA branch. CAMRA is working across the country to protect valued pubs by
listing them as ACV’s. In January 2016 1200 pubs had been listed but much still has to be
done to achieve our target of 3000 by end 2016.
Community Groups (and CAMRA members and branches) can either complete their local
council application form and ask CAMRA’s support team for any further advice and to assist
28 with the necessary land registry documents by emailing acv@camra.org.uk, or alternatively
CAMRA has an online nomination form see, http://www.camra.org.uk/list-your-local.
Reasons why ACV listing is beneficial to you as a licensee:
1; An ACV accreditation is a quality mark which confirms that your pub is valued by local
people and is an important part of community life. This can be used to promote the pub
o customers and could increase trade.
2; If you are looking to sell your pub you might be able to save on agents fees by selling
direct to the community. ACVs provide access to a group of people who may wish to buy it.
3; ACV status can prevent your PubCo selling the pub to a property developer without you
being informed. You would also have the opportunity to bid for the pub yourself.
4; The initial moratorium on demolition or change of use is just six weeks, which is much
shorter than the time it usually takes to find a buyer and for solicitors to complete a sale.
The moratorium is only extended to six months if a community group expresses an interest
in buying the pub. A sale to the community can take place within the six months.
5; Pubs sold as going concerns are not subject to the moratorium. So there is
no delay in cases where the purchaser fully intends to keep the pub open.
6; ACV status can start a conversation with the community group who have the
opportunity to work together to increase business.
7; ACV status may help when applying to alter licensing hours or applying for
planning permission to extend a pub to increase viability. This is because the ACV
status provides evidence that the pub is valued and supported by the community.
8; CAMRA are campaigning for ACV pubs to be given enhanced support by
Councils and Government. One of the ideas we are pursuing is the extension of
business rate relief for pubs listed as ACVs which would save licensees money.
9; ACV status can be used to secure valuable positive publicity in local media.
10; Having got the pub listed, people in the community are more likely to feel
loyal to the pub and use it more regularly.

What is gained by ACV listing:
Nominating your local as an ACV ensures it is protected in your community. Currently a pub
can be demolished or converted to several other uses without a planning application –
meaning your local can be converted overnight without your knowledge!
# Nomination removes the existing permitted development rights, which ensures the pub is
protected under planning law should it come under threat.
# Having more of a say over what happens to pubs in your local community.
You will be consulted if any pub you have nominated is threatened.
# Engaging positively with licensees and connecting with other local groups, MP’s and
Councillors to campaign to protect your local pub.
# If you list a pub as an Asset of Community Value, you not only protect it under planning
law but also have the opportunity to bid on the property as a community.
# There is no obligation to take over the management of a pub if you list it as an ACV,
but recent years have seen a big increase in community-owned pubs.
# The idea of working with your neighbours to run a pub business may seem daunting,
but it is possible and being done successfully across the country.
Taking ownership enables you to influence the direction of that pub business ensuring it
meets community needs, supports the local economy and has the option to diversify.
What can you do to help?
All the Cheshire CAMRA branches are actively exploring ACVs for pubs within their areas.
If you are aware of a pub that you feel would benefit from ACV listing, or one you know
is under threat of change of use or demolition then please inform us via the contact details
on the 1st page of each branch section in this magazine.
The Alvanley Arms at
Cotebrook was due
to reopen as we went
to press, after a
refurbishment.

The Great British Pub
The Best in the World

The Slow & Easy, Manchester Rd, Northwich is proud
to announce all the new fabulous changes that have
been made since our taking over in October 2015.
The most noticeable change is the development
of our very own exquisite Mediterranean Tapas
Restaurant. The menu consists of over thirty
different Tapas dishes prepared and served by our
resident Spanish chef. The restaurant is open
Tuesday - Saturday from 4pm each evening,
bookings can be taken by calling: 01606 42148
Our new extensive live act line up is proving to be
a huge hit which takes place every other Saturday
and our in-house DJ presents his karaoke and disco act each Friday from 7pm.
Call in for details of upcoming acts or check out our Facebook Page. (Slow Lostock Gralam)
The dates have now been confirmed for our 4th annual charity Bike & Bands Festival. The Festival
is split over three days starting Friday evening running through to Sunday evening. You can expect
over 15 different Live bands across the weekend, a classic bike show on th e Sunday with cash prizes
and trophies to be won, a good selection of trade stalls, outside drinking and we are able to offer
a limited amount of camping space too. The Festival starts on Friday 5th August 2016 - Sunday 7th
August 2016. Please contact Sue & Steve Lamb for more details on 01606 42148.
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HALTON
CAMRA DIARY Meetings start at 8.30 pm unless shown otherwise
Thu 7 Apr;
Tue 12 Apr;
Fri 29 Apr;
Tue 14 Jun;

Meet the brewer (Castle Rock) Prospect, Runcorn (time tbc)
Branch AGM Wellington, Hale Village 8.30 pm start
Runcorn pub surveys; Details tbc.
Branch meeting Red Lion, Moore tbc. 8.30 pm start

Trips;
Branch info;

Paul Miller 07837 749614
paul.miller@thermo.com
David Gray 01925 727787
david.grey11@btinternet.com
www.halton.camra.org.uk

Get involved with your branch!!
One of the things we often get asked is what does a CAMRA ‘branch’ do? Halton CAMRA is
a small branch (210 members) and because of this it is easy to see what everyone does and
what good fun it is to get involved!
The branch has bi-monthly meetings,
always held at pubs that serve quality
real ale!
A recent meeting was held at the
30 Norton Arms, Halton Village – a historic
multi award winning pub. As with all
activities any members are encouraged
to come along and are made welcome.
A pleasurable duty of the branch is to
survey all the pubs in Halton that serve
real ale and to ensure that the entries
on the Whatpub.com website
are kept up to date.
Many members are responsible for different pubs and my own patch
includes the Grapes in Widnes and the Four Topped Oak.
It is always good to survey these pubs and see what has changed, or
sometimes to find a pub that unexpectedly has started to keep real ale!
Halton CAMRA has appointed a new Social Secretary and she has nearly
completed her first programme of social activities. These include trips to
beer festivals, local pub surveys and brewery trips. Recent highlights have
been trips to Birmingham, Stockport beer festival and a Christmas crawl to
the pubs and bars of Chorlton.
Volunteers from the branch have helped at festivals such as the
Cheshire Beer Festival and those in Liverpool, Manchester, and even
Bristol!
Help can range from staffing the bar, setting up and taking down the
festivals, ordering the beer or many other roles. The branch is also
looking at nominating certain pubs as Assets of Community Value and
members can work with other pub regulars and liaise with the planning
department to achieve this.
If this appeals to you and you are in CAMRA, come on board and join in!
If you are not in CAMRA, join up and take part – you will be made very
welcome! (Membership form on page 47 or visit the national CAMRA
website. https://join.camra.org.uk/
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HIGH PEAK
High Peak,Tameside & NE Cheshire CAMRA covers Poynton, Disley and
Kettleshume in NE Cheshire, plus Hayfield and Glossop in Derbyshire and
Droylsden, Mossley, Hyde, Ashton and Stalybridge in Greater Manchester.
Local CAMRA website : www.hpneccamra.org.uk
Contact;
Lawrence Bamber; lolbamber@aol.com or on 01625 876469
or Tom Lord; jenni.lord@tiscali.co.uk
CAMRA DIARY
Thu Mar 14; Branch Meeting at the Navigation in Marple 8pm start.
Sat 2 Apr;
Social, Marple. Meet at Sportsman, Strines Road
April 8-10;
Beer Festival, Chalkers Snooker Club, New Mills; on A 6 & 199 Bus Route.
Opens 12 Noon daily.
Mon 11 Apr ; Branch Meeting, Fairfield Arms, Manchester Road, Audenshaw 8 pm start
Sat 23 Apr; Pub of the Year presentation, Cheshire Ring, Manchester Road, Hyde.

The Poynton Brewery
We are pleased to report the opening of the Poynton Brewery which
is attached to the Poynton Legion Club on George’s Road West.
Colin Bavins and Andy King bought the brewery in July last year and
32 spent the first three months improving the equipment and developing
and testing their recipes. Their first beer went on sale at the Legion
Club in November.
Colin explained:
‘We launched our beer on the same day that Legion Club manager
Nick Williams again received the ‘Cheshire Club of the Year’ award.
The event was well attended by a number of CAMRA officials and members as well as club
members, friends and family. The two beers which were on at the club that afternoon,
Aurora and Fireside seemed to be well received by this expert audience! Our signature
session bitter Aurora sold out by the end of the afternoon and CAMRA members in particular
were pleasantly surprised by the taste of Fireside. Since then we have had the confidence
to distribute our beers more widely and are now on sale in a dozen or so pubs, clubs and
bars in the east Cheshire and Stockport area.’‘
Andy added:
‘We have brewed five different beers so far and will be developing a summer beer which
we aim to produce in time for Easter. From the start our focus has been on quality and
consistency and striving to brew beers that people want to drink. It has been great to receive
such good feedback so early on, especially from some seriously top ‘beer’ pubs and clubs.’
Look out for:
Aurora: 3.9% ABV, a light refreshing session bitter made with Aurora
hops
Dark Side: 4.5% dark porter. Good body with a hint of coffee or
chocolate
Vulcan: 4.2%, a well-balanced best bitter with Bramling Cross and
Goldings hops
Fireside: 3.2%, a nutty brown ale with bags of taste
To date, Poynton Brewery’s beers have been on sale in the Acoustic
Lounge and the Legion Club in Poynton; Bubble Room, Bramhall;
Bull’s Head, Mottram St. Andrew; Cheshire Ring, Hyde; Grove Alehouse, Hazel Grove; Lowes Arms, Denton; Magnet and the Railway
in Stockport; Platform One, Romiley; Poachers Arms, Bollington;
Vale Cottage, Gorton; the Wharf and the Windmill in Macclesfield.
Why not hunt them out and give them a go!

SOUTH CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY

All our events are open to any CAMRA member, anyone who likes beer
or pubs, and anyone who is just curious to see what is going on!

Thu 10 Mar; 7.30 pm: Black Lion, Nantwich. Branch Meeting.
Sat 9 Apr;
2 pm: AGM 2016. Venue to be confirmed. Please check website for updates.
Sat 23 Apr; 12 noon: Narrowboat, 22, Lewin Street, Middlewich. Branch AGM.
Sat 7 May; Main summer outing for this year; a visit to Severn Valley Railway.
Joint with Halton & North Cheshire CAMRA. Heritage Bus to Kidderminster; 9:30 am depart.
Severn Valley Steam (possibly diesel) train to Bridgnorth. A gentle stroll around Bridgnorth
and its pubs. Excellent beers available at both Bridgnorth and Kidderminster Station bars.
Heritage bus to take you back again! (please see website for more details).
Sat 14 May; 1pm. White Lion, Barthomley. Branch Meeting.
(SCRAP outing, weather permitting)
Do not forget to check our website: www.southcheshire.camra.org.uk
for any alterations to the above information and for further social events.
Plus;

Every Monday evening in Crewe; CAMRA / SPBW social,
7.30 pm in the Borough Arms (3 beers at reduced prices)
then 9.30 pm in HOPS (all beers £2 a pint).

A mostly rural area, but including the towns of Crewe,
www.southcheshire.camra.org.uk
Middlewich, Nantwich, Sandbach, Alsager and Winsford.
Contacts:
Derek Davey
01270 761039
Ian Bray
01270 252045
Paul Hext
0784 6657833 (m)
Kez Challacombe 0779 4352191 (m)
Paul Tench
07790 486735

d.davey45@btinternet.com
styrian@gmx.co.uk
h3xtyp@hotmail.co.uk
kez.chal@yahoo.co.uk
southcheshirecamra@outlook.com

The Bhurtpore Inn
Aston, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 8DQ
Celebrating 21 years in CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide
& 18 years in the Good Pub Guide
11 Real Ales regularly available, Real Cider or Perry
Plus 11 Continental and Craft beers
Rated among Britain’s Top Ten Beer Pubs & Top Ten Whisky Pubs*
*Good Pub Guide

Huge range of bottled Beers, Ciders and Soft Drinks,
award winning Wine List and, of course,
our menu of freshly cooked locally sourced dishes to suit all tastes.

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Opening Times:
Monday – Thursday: Noon – 2.30, 6.30 – 11.30
Friday, Saturday: Noon – Midnight
Sunday: Noon – 11.00
01270 780917
www.bhurtpore.co.uk for general pub news
www.bhurtpore.com for beers, including what’s on now
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Good News from Sandbach
Bucking the recent trends of much publicised pub closures across the UK, there have been
some positive developments in Sandbach recently. The Lion opposite the cobbled square
has re-opened after an extensive refurbishment since our last edition and has been
sympathetically updated. There are now separate areas with comfortable seating, new tiling
on the walls and floors and a generally more welcoming atmosphere. This large pub now
sports three real ales from the Marston’s range (frequently including Jennings Cumberland
bitter) at very competitive prices. Previously there was no real ale at all on sale.
The Ring ‘O Bells, the street corner pub in Welles Street has for the last few years opened
for hire for private parties only, but has now tested the water by opening to the public on
Wednesday and Friday evenings. We gather that one real ale is available. Just outside the
main town, the Limes had closed late last year, and there were fears that this sizeable
Punch Taverns house would not re-open. However, there has been more positive news as
we go to press in that the lease has been taken up and a new landlord is being recruited to
run the pub. This is good news for all the bowlers who use the green at the front of the pub.
Further good news; the Midland, a terraced former Robinsons pub near Elworth railway
station, has been bought as a free house and is being worked on prior to re-opening some
time soon. So it’s not all doom and gloom on the pub front, in South Cheshire at least!
The Black Bear also had good news recently, when it was
jointly awarded CAMRA South Cheshire Winter Pub of the
Year - just reward for the excellent range of Salopian, Merlin
34
and other LocAles put on by landlord Serkan Yildiz.
Some interesting strong beers were in evidence in the town
over the winter, with the 6% Phoenix Wobbly Bob on at the
Cricketers and Titanic’s lovely Plum Porter on at the George
and the Old Hall. Finally, an Oakham brewery evening was
put on at the Beer Emporium in February to celebrate a
milestone birthday of landlady Yvonne (naturally, we can’t tell
you which milestone!). The place was packed, and a good evening was had by all.

DD

Pub Survey of Middlewich and Winsford
A short Winter survey of south Cheshire pubs saw a visit to Middlewich, starting with a
quick beer in the British Legion club. This huge, accommodating club had a decent pint
of George Wright Reindeers Revenge, a malty mid-brown bitter (no doubt for the festive
season), plus Thwaites Wainwright ,which we gather is the permanent ale.
Next we nipped down the canal to the Kings Lock,
under new ownership by an enterprising couple who
hand pump several beers including two LocAles from
Merlin: Gold which is the Champion Beer of Cheshire
and their new dark stout, Castle Black. Our samples of
the Weetwood Eastgate and Facers Splendid Ale at this
nicely done out canal pub were in good condition too.
Third call was the White Bear in the High Street, where
four real ales feature; Cheshire Brewhouse Lindow dark
beer being highly rated. Pennine New Year 2016 was
also sampled, and Offbeat Red and RedWillow Clueless completed the range.
The final stop in the town was at the Narrowboat, where we found Sharps Atlantic Coaster.
Moving on from Middlewich to Winsford our group descended on No 4 Bar, a converted
chemist shop at the top roundabout. The modest external appearance belies the attractive,
well stocked and friendly bar on the inside. The four draft beers on offer included the
‘amusingly named’ Piston Broke from Box Steam. Best of the bunch, in my opinion, was
Cameron Strongarm, a well balanced ruby red ale bitter with more than a hint of toffee
flavour in the malt. Not dissimilar to the toffee penny in Quality Street!
The Queens in Winsford is a modern well run Wetherspoons outlet with an ever-changing
wide range of cask beers. We felt it appropriate to finish with a high strength bitter, and
chose the excellent Phoenix Wobbly Bob, a rich strong bitter at 6%.
Our beer quality scores were submitted as part of the selection process for entries in the
2017 Good Beer Guide.
Francis Sanders
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