CHESTER & SOUTH CLWYD
CAMRA DIARY
For the latest events, please visit the branch web site www.camracasc.org.uk
Meetings begin at 8.15 pm unless stated
Wed 8 Jun;
Sat 11 Jun;
Thu 16 Jun;
17-19 Jun;
Fri 24 Jun;
Thu 21 Jul;
Sat 23 Jul;
Sat 6 Aug;

Thu 18 Aug;

Spring Pub of the Season award Farmer’s Arms, Kelsall. Visit to other
pubs in the village and possibly the Fishpool Inn. Minibus dep 7.30 pm
Lancaster pubs day trip. 10.52 train to Warrington BQ, then change
Branch meeting: Ship Inn, Handbridge (TBC)
Beer Festival at Grosvenor Arms, Aldford
Pub gardens: Shady Oak, Tiverton; Dysart Arms/Nag’s Head, Bunbury;
Yew Tree, Spustow. Minibus dep 6.30 pm
Branch meeting: Tyn-y-Capel, Minera
East Lancs Railway. 10.52 train to Manchester and tram to Bury
Steam train to Rawtenstall at 13.35
Salopian brewery and Shrewsbury pubs. On train + taxis to brewery
Train from Chester 10.19, arr. Shrewsbury 11.14. Taxi to brewery
to arrive by 11.30 for brewery tour before bar opening at noon
Branch meeting: Bridge Inn, Boughton
@CAMRACaSC
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As well as Chester and its environs, this Branch covers an area
stretching from Parkgate on the Wirral to Tushingham in the South.
Branch Contacts: (phone numbers, are 01244– unless otherwise noted)
Chair: Brian Vardy
373298 chairman@camracasc.org.uk
Socials: John Bowyer 07887-688871 socials@camracasc.org.uk
Contact: Craig Papworth
313182 contact@camracasc.org.uk
Membership: Gareth Roberts
membership@camracasc.org.uk
Web editor: John Silloth
webmaster@camracasc.org.uk

THE ENTHUSIAST’S CHOICE
16 Handpumps
10 Regularly Changing Guest Cask Ales
Over 2000 Guest Beers per Year
plus Traditional Cider
13
Featured in the Good Beer Guide 1994-2008
Weekly Competition to win a week of Real Ale
Live Jazz Band on Mondays
Bar Food

MILTON STREET
CHESTER
CH1 3NF
TEL; 01244 350035
FAX; 01244 345635
www.millhotel.com

125 En-Suite Bedrooms
~ Restaurant Canaletto ~ Broad Beam Restaurant Cruise
~ Peppermill Restaurant
~ Health Club & Beauty Spa

Chester Real Ale Pub Leaflet
A new printed guide to the pubs of Chester has been
produced by CAMRA. This informative leaflet has been
produced in time for the tourist season and is intended to
encourage people to visit the wealth of great pubs in the city.
With many visitors staying in the thriving suburb of Hoole,
a smaller map of that area is also included which highlights
the fine choice of hostelries on their doorstep.
CAMRA’s local Pub Protection Group, which created the
leaflet, explained;
“We’ve selected a dozen real ale pubs in the city centre
which serve great beers and also have interesting character.
With Chester having so many good real ale venues we’ve
also included a 'try also' section so if visitors have more
time they can explore further. As a consumer organisation
our aim was to have a truly independent guide published
which helps promote the superb pubs we have in Chester”.
Craig Elliot, bar manager of the Cross Keys (one of the
featured pubs) commented;
“Since they have arrived on the bar we have been
inundated with people taking one and asking the bar staff
about all the different pubs in Chester. Hats off to CAMRA!”
Guides have so far been distributed to around twenty pubs, several hotels / B&Bs and the
Chester Visitor Centre who were especially delighted with the leaflets. Feedback has been
very encouraging and with 10,000 copies printed there should be enough to last the summer.
CAMRA is grateful to local breweries Cheshire Brew Brothers, Deva Craft, Spitting Feathers
and Weetwood, plus specialist drinks shop Chester Beer and Wine and Kingkabs taxis for
their sponsorship of the leaflets.
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Chester Round-Up
Unexpected but definitely positive developments at Forest House in Chester. The pub,
which was amongst a tranche of 34 Wetherspoons put up for sale in November, has been
bought by the London-based company Brewhouse & Kitchen. Forest House ceased
trading as a Spoons on May 15th and will subsequently be converted to the new format
which will include a micro-brewery in the basement. Readers may be familiar with other
Brewhouse & Kitchen pubs which generally can be found in London and on the South Coast.
Expect innovative, in-house "craft ales" and "freshly cooked food with a modern twist".
Should be an excellent addition to the city's beer scene ! [On a personal note I hope they
recruit the Italian barmaid I encountered at their Islington outlet.]
Whether the Forest House sale will expedite Wetherspoons proposed conversion of the
boarded up Bull & Stirrup on Northgate Street into a Wetherlodge remains to be seen.
Out Inn Cheshire copy deadline day fell again at a very
inconvenient time as the summons arrived from the Editor
just as Chester’s first micro-pub opened its doors.
The Goat & Munch is in a former domestic appliance
repair shop in the Garden Quarter between
the Bouverie and Chichester Arms. Signage is up and
beers have arrived from Big Hand and Offbeat.
As it serves its first customers, here’s hoping it’s a rip40 roaring success. Next issue we’ll tell you the provenance
of its name - links to Norwegian expressionists perhaps?
Congratulations to Old Harkers Arms in Chester on being
declared our Cider Pub of the Year.
This Brunning & House pub offers the widest choice of
ciders and perry in the city. The likes of Orchard Pig
Navelgazer, Celtic Marshes Slack Alice and Gwynt y
Ddraig Two Trees come served direct from the cellar. >>>

>>>
Across town we’re happy for the owners of the ever popular Telford’s Warehouse.
They’ve just secured the freehold on the property - a Grade II listed building designed by
the eponymous civil engineer - from the Canal & River Trust. If there was any perceived
threat of eviction, no matter how small, hanging overhead like the Sword of Damocles, it’s
not any more. A pint of Salopian Oracle to celebrate !
Got to admit the Boathouse at
Chester is looking very good
these days - not that it was
ever bad! Last summer they
had a floating beer garden
attached alongside their
riverside terrace (complete with
colourful beach huts) and now,
this spring, some smart looking
accommodation has been built
in part of the car park.
The only disappointment is
inside where there’s a gallery
on the walls of famous
Cestrians. Surely the city can
boast of someone more
noteworthy than football pundit
Danny Murphy and Cockneywannabee comedian Bob Mills.
Anyway, if you’re enjoying a
promenade along the Dee or a
stroll through Grosvenor Park
and feel the need for a pint, you could do far worse than pop in for a pint of Lees.
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Admiral Taverns - ripping the heart out of the community:
Centurion Update
The Centurion
Community Action Group
(CCAG) and Chester &
South Clwyd CAMRA
are celebrating another
victory in their fight to
keep the Centurion in
Vicars Cross as a pub for
the community.
Owners of the pub Admiral Taverns and LNT
Developments – have
lost their appeal against
planning refusal to
develop the site. So far they have had two planning applications refused, an attempt to
stop an ACV refused, an appeal against the subsequent ACV listing refused, and now
a planning appeal refused.
The CCAG, CAMRA’s Pub Protection Group and the local community put up an excellent
42 case to support the pub at the planning appeal, which was chaired by Dr Roger Catchpole,
an Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government.
CAMRA were instrumental in debunking claims of lack of viability,
the report findings strongly backed up our points about the PubCo
model restricting profitability –
“ In this particular instance I note that a tied tenancy agreement
was in place and that profitability would have been greater had
the Centurion been free of a tie despite the reduced rent.
This is because the ‘wet sales’ of cold beverages would have
increased the estimated gross annual profit by £18,000-£23,000,
as established at the Hearing.
Furthermore, as different business models are used by different
pub companies this would further alter the estimated gross profit
margin of the Centurion.”
Dr Catchpole was also convinced of the community value of the
Centurion
“I am satisfied that the sense of community provided by the
Centurion served an important cultural and social function” and
“the majority of the local population would not benefit
from the care home. Moreover, the scheme has no provision for facilities that would
serve any of the community based functions of the Centurion.”
We now await the next move from Chester-based
Admiral Taverns and LNT Developments.
The report mentions they had interest from 3 parties
looking to run the Centurion as a pub so we hope
they now finally accept the need for the pub and sell
to a willing party who will keep the Centurion at the
heart of the community.

Out of Town
The Chester & South Clwyd CAMRA branch is
delighted to declare the Farmer’s Arms in
Kelsall as Pub of the Season for Spring 2016.
In a day and age when so many country and
village pubs have succumbed to the two G’s gentrification and gastrofication - it’s time to
cherish those locals that still survive offering a
harmonious mix of regulars, diners and casual
passers-by. And that’s the Farmers for us in a
nutshell - an all-welcoming, comfortable
multi-roomed pub devoid of pretensions.
And of course, it serves up excellent beer with Weetwood ales and Doom Bar on
permanently plus a guest ale. A presentation night was scheduled for early June so expect
in the next issue some self-conscious images of landlord and stereotypic, hirsute CAMRA
member standing behind the hand pumps.
Well done to the Cornichon at the Gunnery restaurant on the High Street in Tarvin.
They had promised the return of cask ale and they’ve duly delivered. What pairs best with
a lovely pint of Weetwood Best? Crab mac and cheese balls or spinach gnocchi ?
Disappointing news from Handley where the virtually exclusively food-led Calveley Arms
has ceased trading. To add salt to the wounds, the local parish council have declared there
was no enthusiasm amongst residents, despite “an informative talk” from our own Pub
Protection Group, to raise an ACV which might potentially safeguard their village inn.
Handley is quiet and exclusive and it’s not hard to imagine owners Enterprise Inns having
designs on conversion to private housing and development of the car park.
We find the statement from the parish quite surprising as there were certainly residents
present during our presentation who were disappointed with the closure. If you reside in
Handley parish and wish us to assist with an ACV listing independently from the Parish
council, please contact us urgently at ppg@camracasc.org.
More concerns elsewhere in the green pastures. The good folk at Tilston are starting to
getting miffed at the closure of their only local - the picturesque, cobble-fronted but presently
weed-strewn Carden Arms. Owned by business woman Didy Morgan, the pub closed in
July 2015 for scheduled refurbishment work and yet planning permission for this was only
sought in late October. This was finally granted in May. The 'hopes' now are for it to open
with a 'limited' offering in September while external alterations are made before a further
closure in the New Year to complete internal alterations. One cynic commented on
Facebook “I fear enough time will pass with the pub not open for it to be deemed acceptable
for it to become residential property - perhaps the intended purpose all along?”.
Heaven forbid such evil thoughts.
Meanwhile what of the promised replacement
pub for the demolished Farmer’s Arms at Huxley
(pictured right in 2011 and as featured on BBC’s
“The Planners” )?
The imaginatively titled Inn at Huxley has
developed at such a glacial pace we suspect that,
when / if it does open, it will ironically be just in
time for the next ice age. So a pretty row of
set-back, white-wash terraced houses has been
usurped by a brutal lump of masonry.
That planners originally believed it would not be substantially larger than the previous
premises is incredible. We hope we’ll be eating our words on this one.
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Ellesmere Port
A ghastly announcement from J.D.Wetherspoon - the Thomas Telford in Ellesmere Port is
amongst the latest tranche of their outlets put up for sale. Closure would be a terrible shame
and mean real ale options near the town centre would be restricted to a yomp to the
Grace Arms (which itself had no cask on a recent visit) or the newly refitted Cat.
There always seemed plenty of customers in the pub so maybe it’s just a victim of Spoons,
to quote MD Tim Martin, over-egging the pudding in the rush to open new outlets.
For now, the Wheatsheaf Wetherspoons at Overpool is unaffected.
The White Swan at Great Sutton has
re-opened after a refurbishment by
owners Robinsons Brewery. With
news that the pub was to be "opened
out" there were concerns that this
cask-loyal local might lose some of its
character but we're pleasantly pleased
with the job done.
The traditional lounge and public bar
lay-out may have vanished but,
agoraphobics fear not, it's been
replaced with a smart, low-lit interior
44 with plenty of nooks and crannies to
break any feeling of one-room
monotony. The previous rear raised area has been retained while a smart outdoor decking
area has been added.
All in all, helped by a fresh lick of paint on the outside and new signage, it looks very
attractive. Four cask beers were on the hand pumps for opening day to show case the
Robbies range but this will probably revert back to one or two in due course.
Following a five week closure and a major refurbishment, the Cat on Wolverham Road in
Ellesmere Port re-opened in late April. Split-level with smart compartmentalised seating,
this Punch Taverns owned local remains heavily sports orientated (pool, darts, large and
mini-screen TVs) and features popular live music and karaoke evenings.
From our perspective, the best news of the lot though is the return of cask. Three hand
pumps were initially serving Doom Bar, Old Speckled Hen and Tetley's with the Doom Bar
being in fine nick. Despite there being 20% off cask on Mondays, three ales strikes us as
ambitious - the Port generally speaking is hard-core keg. We expect this to be whittled down
in due course but, nevertheless, it's great to see such investment and commitment to an
estate pub.
Another local establishment to have undergone a refurbishment in recent weeks is the
Chimneys at Hooton. Principally food-led, the pub is part of the Vintage Inns chain and
has been brightened up and given a welcome makeover. There’s an increase in ales on
at the bar too - up to six now. These are typically from well-known national or regional
breweries with one changing guest, examples being Broughton Hopopotamus and
Moorhouses White Witch.
One to remember for next Easter, especially if you like your ale and crooning along to
traditional maritime melodies, is the Ellesmere Port Sea Shanty Festival at the Boat
Museum. The last event featured twelve different beers from Liverpool Organic, two from
Spitting Feathers and four real ciders, all on gravity dispense.
Besides a ticketed concert the bar hosted a "session" where people generally keep quiet
and listen to / join in with the impromptu singers. Me and the missus are folkies and really
enjoyed it.
Pete Z

TRAFFORD & HULME
We cover the Borough of Trafford - that's places like Altrincham, Sale, Stretford and
Urmston plus Hulme (west of Princess Road), a large chunk of Manchester City Centre
and some bits of north east Cheshire.
All members, old and new are warmly welcomed. See www.thcamra.org.uk

CAMRA DIARY
For the latest events, please visit the branch web site
10-19 June; Manchester Beer Week; see www.mcrbeerweek.co.uk for more! Includes….
Sat 16 June; Mancunian Party beer bar at Old Granada Studios, Manchester
Thu 23 June; Pub of the Year award; Pi Bar, Altrincham
7-9 July;
Chorlton Beer Festival, St Clement’s Church, Edge Lane
Fri 15 July; Chorlton Green Social; Bowling Green 8pm then onward to Horse & Jockey,
the Trevor and the Beech
Contact: enquiries@thcamra.org.uk. Phone 07879 880963 . Or E-mail Jon Gobbett at
membership@thcamra.org.uk

Altrincham into change
Lots to report in Altrincham. The centre of Alty has an increasingly lively beer scene now,
and here are some of my personal favourites. Costello’s Bar is well-established as the
brewery tap for the excellent Dunham Massey beers.
Pi Bar (right) is local Pub of the Year and has three superb
well-kept cask beers amongst its eclectic offerings.

The Jack in the Box in the market food hall has long been a favourite destination, with six
real ales to be enjoyed with some great food in a setting that has to be seen to be believed
(pictured left).
Recent openings on Stamford Road have been the Cheshire Tap and another of my
favourites, the wonderful Craftsman Bar. Further along the road we find the recently
opened Tavern on the Green formerly the Faulkner’s Arms, with four cask ales and
Wetherspoon’s Unicorn. Up at the old market place are a couple of my long-standing
haunts; the Orange Tree and the Old Market Tavern.
A new development has been an application for planning permission to turn the old
Conservative Working Men’s Club in Greenwood Street opposite the market into a
micro-brewery bar and restaurant. The applicant is owner of the George Charles gastro-pub
in West Didsbury and the Lime at Salford Quays, both of which sell Real Ales.
Not only might Alty be getting a new cask beer outlet; it might be gaining a brewery, too!
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Music Room

Alsager
Mere
01270 882019
Altrincham Old Market Tavern 0161 927 7062
Audlem
Bridge
01270 812928
Audlem
Shroppie Fly
01270 812379
Bollington
Dog & Partridge
01625 573596
Chelford
Egerton Arms
01625 831366
Chester
Bridge Inn
01244 316299
Chester
Cellar Bar
01244 318950
Chester
Marlborough
01244 323543
Chester
Ship
01244 67840
Chester
Telford’s Warehouse 01244 390090
Childer Thornton Halfway House 0151 339 2202
Congleton Beartown Tap
01260 270990
Congleton Waggon & Horses 01260 271680
Congleton
Young Pretender 01260 273277
Crewe
Brunswick
01270 849458
Crewe
Crewe Arms
01270 750392
Dutton
Tunnel Top
01928 718181
Gawsworth Harrington Arms
01260 223325
Halkyn
Blue Bell
01352 780309
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See also
www.outinncheshire.
co.uk

Live music every Tuesday in term time.
Rock music Saturday & Sunday evenings.
Acoustic folk music every Monday 8.30 pm
Live bands Fri & Sat *** BANDS WANTED***
Folk Club Fridays 8.30 - £2 unless guest is on
Jazz, last Friday of the month
Live music every Saturday
Live music Friday & Saturday evenings
Live music Friday & Saturday evenings
Acoustic Live- Friday 9 pm
Live music most evenings
Open mike night. Wednesday 9.30
Acoustic night, second Wednesday of the month
Live music every second Saturday
Live Music every Thursday
Live music every Friday, Saturday, Sunday
Live bands every Sat *** BANDS WANTED***
Monday 8 pm jam night. 3rd Tuesdays Irish/Folk
Folk Session, Friday Evening
Old time sing-a-long every Friday evening.
traditional Folk Monthly, every 2nd Thurs
Handbridge Carlton
01244 671070
Live acoustic Jam session second Friday
Haslington Hawk
01270 582181
Acoustic Mondays, live bands Saturdays
Hr Kinnerton Swan
01244 641797
Alternate Thursdays, 9pm
Knutsford
Lord Eldon
01565 652261
Thurs; open mike night, Saturday; live bands
Trad music, first Tuesday of the month, 9 pm
Little Budworth Egerton Arms 01829 760424
Bands some Saturdays, Sunday acoustic lunch
Lostock Gralam Slow & Easy 01606 42148
Saturday nights; call for details
Lower Walton Stag
01925 261680
Jazz on Thursdays, 9 pm.
Macclesfield Macc
01625 423704
Tuesday acoustic night
Macclesfield Millstone
01625 606637
Saturday
Macclesfield Railway View
01625 423657
Tuesday evgs, alternating Jam and Open Mic.
Macclesfield Wharf
01625 261879
Most Friday evgs,plus last Sunday of the month
Marston
Salt Barge
01606 43064
Friday 9 pm
Middlewich Big Lock
01606 833489
Folk, first Sunday of the month, 8 pm.
Middlewich Boar’s Head
01606 833191
Saturdays, (Folk Jam 2nd Sat of the month)
‘Open Mic’ night, third Wed of the month
Mobberley Bull’s Head
01565 873134
Smooth Jazz every other Sunday
Nantwich
Black Lion
01270 628711
Live music Fri and Sat, ad hoc Tues & Thurs
Nantwich
Leopard
01270 480484
‘Open Mic’ night, 1st & 3rd Sundays of month
Nantwich
Railway Hotel
01270 623482
Live music Friday and Saturday
Northwich
Bowling Green
01606 42333
Live bands Saturday evenings
Northwich
Kingfisher
01606 354720
Occasional live music; call for details
Northwich
Swinging Witch
01606 352315
Live bands once a month,Saturday evenings
Northwich
Witton Chimes
01606 227045
Live music Sat 8 pm & last Friday of the month
Poynton
Acoustic Lounge
01625 874456
Live music from 9 pm, Thursday to Sundays
Poynton
Royal British Legion 01625 873120
R&B 2nd Thurs, Jazz, 3rd Thurs of the month
Sandbach
The Fox at Elworth 01270 760219
Live music every Saturday 9 pm
Sandbach
Market Tavern
01270 762099
Live bands every Saturday evening
Smallwood Bluebell
01477 500262
Folk Music, last Monday of the month, 8.30
Swettenham Swettenham Arms 01477 571284
Live music most Wednesdays
Willaston
Nag’s Head
01270 650176
Live Bands on Friday and Saturdays
Wilmslow
Conservative Club 01625 528336
Live Jazz every Tuesday
Wilmslow
King William
01625 524022
Last Saturday of each month
Wincle
Wild Boar
01260 227219
Live music most Saturdays
Winsford
Red Lion
01606 552285
Live music on Friday & Saturday nights
Wybunbury Swan
01270 841280
Live music on Fridays and Saturdays
Bands, fans and licensees are encouraged to tell us about new entries for this listing.
This information is only as accurate as what we are told! Please help us keep it updated.
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YOUR RIGHTS
You should receive a
full pint, not 90% - don’t
hesitate to ask for a top up.
If you suffer a poor
customer experience, let
the staff know, politely.
If they won’t put things
right, then as appropriate
contact Trading Standards
or Environmental Health
(-or call us!).

Advertise with us - let our readers be your customers!
Out Inn Cheshire welcomes new advertisers, no matter what your business.
Reach 50,000 discerning readers!
We publish quarterly, with a print run of 11,000
ADVERTISING RATES
being distributed free to over 400 pubs, off-licences
Colour Black & White
and other outlets across the county.
Small
£75
£50
We are happy to design your ad for you!
Medium
£150
£90
Full page £300
£180

New advertisers are always welcome.

Out Inn Cheshire is a not-for-profit publication of
the Campaign for Real Ale; itself a not-for-profit
Consumer Group. Printing costs are funded entirely
by advertising income. We accept advertising from
just about anybody, so long as it does not offend
our campaigning or other sensibilities!

advertising@outinncheshire.co.uk
Substantial discounts for regular slots
Next Issue;
Copy Deadline; 31 July 2016
Publishing Date; 1 September (approx)

47

48

