CHESTER & SOUTH CLWYD
CAMRA DIARY
For the latest events, please visit the branch web site www.camracasc.org.uk
Meetings begin at 8.15 pm unless stated
Thu 15 Sep;
Thu 22 Sep;
Sun Oct 16;
Thu Oct 20;
Thu 3 Nov;
11-12 Nov;

Thu 17 Nov;
Sat 26 Nov;

Branch meeting: Black Lion, Bersham;
20 years in the Good Beer Guide plus 2017 GBG launch!
Wrexham Five: a stroll around the town in search of real ale.
Liverpool Georgian Quarter pubs.
Branch meeting: Catholic Club Brook St, Chester.
Community pubs journey of discovery in Boughton, Chester
Cheshire Beer Festival Chester Racecourse.
110 Real Ales, 20 traditional ciders & perries.
Food available, live music.
www.cheshirebeerfestival.org.uk
(See page 10 for tickets and page 11 for details)
Branch meeting: White Horse, Overton.
Altrincham pubs: train from Chester.

@CAMRACaSC
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As well as Chester and its environs, this Branch covers an area
stretching from Parkgate on the Wirral to Tushingham in the South.
Branch Contacts: (phone numbers, are 01244– unless otherwise noted)
Chair: Brian Vardy
373298 chairman@camracasc.org.uk
Socials: Alan Roberts 01978-361982 socials@camracasc.org.uk
Contact: Craig Papworth
313182 contact@camracasc.org.uk
Membership: Gareth Roberts
membership@camracasc.org.uk
Web editor: John Silloth
webmaster@camracasc.org.uk

THE ENTHUSIAST’S CHOICE
16 Handpumps
10 Regularly Changing Guest Cask Ales
Over 2000 Guest Beers per Year
plus Traditional Cider
13
Featured in the Good Beer Guide 1994-2008
Weekly Competition to win a week of Real Ale
Live Jazz Band on Mondays
Bar Food

MILTON STREET
CHESTER
CH1 3NF
TEL; 01244 350035
FAX; 01244 345635
www.millhotel.com

125 En-Suite Bedrooms
~ Restaurant Canaletto ~ Broad Beam Restaurant Cruise
~ Peppermill Restaurant
~ Health Club & Beauty Spa

Spring Pub of the Season - Farmer’s Arms
As mentioned in the previous OIC, the Chester & South
Clwyd CAMRA Spring PotS was the Farmers Arms at
Kelsall. Since then we held a very enjoyable award
night at the pub where a few complimentary nibbles
were washed down with a choice of Weetwood Best
Bitter, Weetwood Eastgate and Sharps Doom Bar. The
Best certainly slaked the thirst of this particular cyclist.
Congratulations to Jess, Pete and Laura on the award.

Summer Pub of the Season - Greyhound
The Greyhound at Saughall has been declared the
branch's Summer Pub of the Season for 2016.
Despite an understandable eye on dining the pub
has not lost focus on cask ale. The bar has up to
eight hand pumps on at busy times (five is more
typical) and almost all are from Cheshire breweries.
Indeed supporting local micros is central to their
philosophy with the Woof Woof house ale brewed by
Cheshire Brew Brothers while other recent beers
have come from Spitting Feathers, Beartown,
Peerless, Weetwood etc.
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On a glorious evening in July we presented the
award to Martin and Holly, praising the pub on its
doctrine as well as the friendly welcome and service.
Then back to the beer garden, fresh ale in hand, to
soak up more of that all too fleeting warm sunshine.
Since the presentation we’re also pleased to see the pub has had a lovely new traditional
inn-sign fitted. Certainly nothing like the egregious efforts we see from the corporate chains
Our friends at the Inn Sign Society would definitely approve.

Chester Joins the
Micropub Revolution
After a few wrangles with
solicitors over leases etc.,
Chester's first micropub
opened in a relaxed low
profile fashion in late May.
The Goat and Munch is
located in a former machine
repair shop between the
Bouverie and Chichester
Arms pubs in the studentheavy Garden Quarter and
is the brainchild of David
Wilson, a former sales
executive in the drinks industry.
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Totally in-keeping with the intimate micropub ethos,
the place comprises of a front room with reclaimed
timber bar, wood panelling, Swedish (OK IKEA!)
high tables and stools plus a further brighter room
to the right leading to a unisex toilet. Venetian
blinds keep out excess sunlight.
There are two cask pumps either side of a six keg
unit that serves beer, lager and cider. Real ale is
generally sourced locally - e.g. Weetwood, Big
Hand, Peerless, Salopian.
Clientele is a healthy mix reflecting a good cross
section of society. In our opinion a marvellous addition to the drinking scene. They’ll be
seeing a lot of us few Chester FC fans now the football season’s started!

Dog-Friendly Pubs
Talking of the Goat & Munch, it’s very welcoming to
canine friends as are quite a few pubs around town.
Which is your favourite to take your Norwegian Elkhound
or Sealyham Terrier for a post-walkies
drinkies? We’d love to do a vox-pop and see who come
out as the top five. Cynophobes are advised to look away
now. We fancy the Bear & Billet could be in with a shout
judging by this pic they posted on Facebook!
The Pied Bull on Northgate Street in Chester
is now the proud owner of a splendid new
beer garden and what a great addition to this
historic pub, complete with own brewery, it is!
The transformation of what was previously a
weed-strewn “nothing space” cluttered with junk
into a rear terrace is highly impressive. Now, on
fresh paving, there’s plenty of solid seating and
tables plus parasols to keep the sun / rain off
and what’s more, it’s dog friendly.
Great for alfresco drinkers. Check it out.
Tremendous to see our branch Pub of the Year,
the Olde Cottage in Chester, (pictured, right )
has come out tops in the judging to be crowned
Champion Pub of Cheshire 2016! Well done
Trevor and the team. A great accolade.
The Cottage now goes up against the Merseyside
winner (Cricketers in St Helens) for the Regional
Pub of the Year award.
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Pub Gardens Tour – 24 June
Just a few days after the longest day we embarked on our traditional
pub gardens tour with all good intentions of enjoying a few pints in the
sunshine whilst admiring beautiful gardens and the setting sun.
The evening started a bit cloudy but by the time we arrived at the first pub,
the Shady Oak, Tiverton, the sun came out as I drank a good pint of
Weetwood Eastgate and my partner an acceptable glass of dry white wine.
Next destination was the village of Bunbury and the Dysart Arms, a Brunning & Price house
with their familiar interior decoration. I headed to the garden with a very good pint of
Beartown Bear Ass, walking past a BBQ and musicians about to burst into song. The band
played some folk-type music and a few of the locals started dancing. Watching this activity
made me feel hungry so my partner went to the BBQ tent but promptly returned saying that
£13.95 for a burger was a bit steep; however it was an all-inclusive price for the music and
possibly a drink!
Still hungry we headed for the other pub in the village, the Nag’s Head. After a brief spell
in the garden with a very good pint of Coach House
Paxford Pride, we sat down inside to share plaice goujons
served with fancy potatoes.
Final pub of the evening was the Yew Tree, Spurstow
which had a great atmosphere and live music. I had
Titanic Anchor and Cathedral Heights Churchill’s Pride
and the puddings were good, as was the dancing by my
partner and some other ladies in our group.
JB
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Frog Croaks Back to Life
We're pleased to report that the Frog on the busy Liverpool Road in Upton-by-Chester
re-opened in June. Since taking over at the helm new licensee Nathan Warrilow - possibly
with a nearby rival and national food chain pub restaurant in mind - has come out all guns
blazing by issuing a splendid polemic about the current state of many of today's pubs.
“I feel in this day and age there are too many imposters posing as pubs, but in reality are
void of the true tradition, run by managers and have no meaning of what a pub should be –
a home away from home, a place to come and forget your life’s problems, to socialise and
have fun whilst being hosted by charismatic landlords.”
Well said that man!!!
Cask ales to start with were Wychwood Hobgoblin and Wells Bombardier. Hopefully by now
food is up and running which should have been worth the wait judging by a foretaste
provided by a very appetising free Sunday buffet. We wish the Frog sustained success.

Inn Cider trading
As the newly appointed cider officer for Chester and South Clywd CAMRA I
would like to say I am having a good time sourcing real cider and Perry.
I work in Chester on the canal, and nothing better after a day's work, to go
to Harkers for a nice glass of real Perry.
I am glad to say I found real cider in the Goat and Munch (Dee cider medium and dry),
Telford's Warehouse and the Cellar Bar
Lots of cider and Perry out there and in lots of pubs in North Wales. Rosies cider farm in
Landegla and Dee Ciders are kept busy by this area. I am enjoying my new position for this
branch. Wassail!
Linda Harris RCC MERSEYSIDE AND CHESHIRE

Chester Canal Quarter / Cornerhouse
Some local authorities seem to think that adding the suffix ‘quarter’ to the name of an area
comprising a scruffy collection of semi-derelict warehouses will magically confer some sort of
hipster credibility. However the area now known as the Chester Canal Quarter, a stones
throw from Chester railway station, has genuinely been transformed in recent years and is
now a prime location for those who enjoy good food and quality ales.
The Old Harker’s Arms adjacent to
the Shropshire Union Canal was the
first pub in the Brunning & Price empire
to open back in the late 80’s and the
first in Chester to sell beers from microbreweries and is still dispensing top
notch cask ales from nine hand pumps.
If Harkers gets a bit too boisterous just
head a few yards down the canal to
the landmark Steam Mill where the
ground floor is occupied by Artichoke
a spacious restaurant cum bar with a
slightly more relaxed ambience than
its near neighbour.
The cask beers dispensed from four hand pumps are usually from Cheshire breweries and
there is a decent selection of craft keg and bottled beers.
Back up on City Road is the Cellar formerly known as
the City Bar which was transformed by Adam Roberts
and Andy ‘Aki’ Atkinson a few years ago into a ‘mecca’
for beer drinkers and has twice been voted Pub of the
Year by Chester & South Clwyd CAMRA.
The same team along with Adam’s wife Sophie are behind a new venture at the bottom end
of City Road in what was most recently known as Compass but has now been renamed
the Cornerhouse. The building has a somewhat chequered history having previously been
a post office, sweet shop, turf accountants and the site of Chester’s last hanging.
Older readers may have frequented the place when it was known as Jones’ Wine Bar.
The attractive interior features lots of exposed brick and wooden floors and the outside
seating area is a great place for people
watching especially on race days when the
hordes are tottering/staggering back to the
station after a long day speculating on
various nags.
It is pictured here in its previous incarnation.
The extensive wine selection is on display
behind the bar and food offering includes
sharing platters of meat and cheese. There
are four hand pumps on the bar and while
the selection might not be as eclectic as its
sister pub the beers featured so far have
been quality brews from the likes of
Salopian, Marble and Deva Craft.
Live music has moved across from the Cellar and the upstairs function room which is
undergoing a bit of a makeover will be available in October. All in all, the Cornerhouse is
an excellent addition to the already thriving pub scene in the area.
CP
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Chester & South Clwyd Pub Protection Group
Fantastic news to start with the Centurion in
Vicars Cross, Chester is
to reopen as a pub at the
end of August!
As you’ll know we’ve worked
with the excellent Centurion
Community Action Group for
a long time now and it’s
great to see everyone’s
efforts rewarded.
The pub is being leased by
the community for an initial
period, who will run the
Cenny as a co-operative
venture. The aim is to build up funds for an eventual purchase of the property from Admiral
Taverns.
The provisional open date we have is Friday August 26th so we hope all the community
come out to celebrate the reopening of this popular local.
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There is still a long way to go to secure the Cenny for the future but this episode shows how
a committed campaign can be successful in saving threatened pubs.
Don’t give up is the clear message!
Following a presentation to
Farndon Parish Council by
our Pub Protection Group,
the two pubs in
the village were then
nominated as Assets of
Community Value.
Again it’s good news as
both the Greyhound and
the Farndon Arms
(pictured) have been
accepted as ACVs,
although the council online
register hasn’t been
updated to show this yet!
As mentioned elsewhere in this issue, the Frog in Upton has reopened under an enthusiastic
new team. We were contacted by Upton-by-Chester Parish Council about the pub and are
pleased to say they then put in an application for Asset of Community Value status on the
pub. A decision is still pending.
The Pub Protection Group still has a couple of Parish Councils to visit to give presentations
to about ACVs. The process is a little slower than putting in applications ourselves but we
feel it gives the local community a real sense of ‘ownership’ of their local pubs and is a real
asset when planning applications are to be fought.
If you think your local may be under threat please let us know ppg@camracasc.org.uk
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de Trafford Arms 01625 583 881
Old Market Tavern 0161 927 7062
01625 572086
Poachers

01625 421117
01829 78233
01260 295241
01625 831366

Bull’s Head
Sandstone
Robin Hood
Egerton Arms

01244 324971
Bawn Lodge
Bridge (Boughton) 01244 312120
01244 324065
Old Cottage
01244 325829
Pied Bull
0151 339 2202
Halfway House
01270 522348
Badger Inn
Spinner & Bergamot 01606 891307
01260 277505
Castle Inn
01260 272654
Counting House
01260 408718
Old King’s Arms
01260 408718
Prince of Wales
Young Pretender 01260 273277
01270 569513
Woodside
01606 43725
Bull’s Head
01625 524379
Unicorn
01244 661636
Red Lion
01352 70309
Blue Bell
01625 523472
Railway
01270 582181
Hawk
01244 641797
Swan
01477 549282
Old Red Lion
01244 345037
Bromfield
01829 270411
Peal o’Bells
01925 815409
Plough
01829 751480
Farmer’s Arms
01928 788097
Red Bull
01565 652261
Lord Eldon

Alderley Edge
Altrincham
Bollington

Broken Cross
Broxton
Buglawton
Chelford

Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Childer Thornton
Church Minshull
Comberbach
Congleton
Congleton
Congleton
Congleton
Congleton
Crewe
Davenham
Dean Row
Dodleston
Halkyn
Handforth
Haslington
Higher Kinnerton
Holmes Chapel
Hoole
Holt, Wrexham
Houghton Green
Kelsall
Kingsley
Knutsford

W evening 8 pm
W 9.30 pm
Last Sun of
month
Thu evening
Tue 9 pm
Tue evening
Last Thu of
month 8.30
Tue 8.30 pm
Sun evening
Wed 8.30 pm
Thu evening
Thu 10 pm
2nd Mon 8.30
Wed 8 pm
Tue evening
Wed evening
Mon 8 pm
alt Tues 8 pm
Sun 8.30 pm
Tue 9 pm
Sun & Tue
Wed 9 pm
Tue 9 pm
Wed 8.30
Thu 8.30 pm
Wed evening
Alt Weds, 8.30
Wed 9 pm
Tue evening
Mon 9 pm
Thu 9 pm
Fri & Sun
Tue evening
Mon 8.30 pm

Knutsford
Knutsford
Lach Dennis
Little Budworth
Lostock Gralam
Macclesfield
Macclesfield
Macclesfield
Marton
Middlewich
Middlewich
Nantwich
Nantwich
Nantwich
Northwich
Northwich
Northwich
Penketh
Pickmere
Sandbach
Sankey Bridges
Swettenham
Warrington
Warrington
Warrington
Warrington
Warrington
Warrington
Willaston
Wilmslow
Wilmslow
Wilmslow
Winnington
Winsford
Wrenbury

Cross Keys
Tap & Bottle
Duke of Portland
Shrewsbury Arms
Watermead
Park Tavern
Railway View
Treacle Tap
Davenport Arms
Big Lock
Boar’s Head
Black Lion
Leopard
Peacock
Bowling Green
Kingfisher
Quayside
Ferry Tavern
Elms
Limes
Black Horse
Swettenham Arms
Black Horse
Chapelford Farm
Dog & Partridge
Hatter
Hoop & Mallet
Ring o’ Bells
Nag’s Head
Carter’sArms
King William
Unicorn
Winnington Lodge
Red Lion
Cotton’s Arms

01565 750404
01565 228269
01606 46264
01829 760240
01606 46470
01625 433044
01625 423657
01625 615938
01260 224269
01606 833489
01606 833191
01270 628711
01270 480484.
01270 624069
01606 44122
01606 354720
01606 333618
01925 791117
01565 733395
01270 763506
01925 635301
01477 571284
01925 634215
01925 717732
01925 813915
01925 558058
01925 419182
01925 634035
01270 650176
07970 524208
01625 524022
01625 528351
01606 74217
01606 552285
01270 780 377

Wed 9 pm
Sunday, 7 pm
call for details
every other Wed
Thu 8 pm
Mon 8 pm
Sun evening
Sun 8.30 pm
Thu 9 pm
Wed 9 pm
Sun
Mon 8.30 pm
Tue 8.30 pm
Wed 9 pm
Tue 7 pm
Thu 9.30 pm
Sun 9 pm
Sun 9 30 pm
Thu
Tue 9.30 pm
Tue evening
Thu 9.30 pm
Tue 8 pm
Tue 9 pm
Tue
Sun 9.30 pm
Thu 9 pm
Wed 9.30 pm
Thu
Wed 8 pm
Sun
Wed 9 pm
Tue 9 pm
Sun
Fri 9 pm

? ? ? PUB QUIZ LISTINGS (Question 1; Why don’t you go to the pub more often?) ? ? ?
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EDITORIAL DETAILS
Telephone: 01565-653096 (H)
E-mail:
editor@outinncheshire.co.uk
Website:
www.outinncheshire.co.uk
@editorcamra

Edited by George Symes
Production & Technical
Support by Martin Baxter

£24

£26

£29.50

£31.50

Published by
the Cheshire
branches
of the
Campaign
for Real Ale
Views expressed herein are
those of the individual authors
and are not necessarily
supported by the editor or
CAMRA
Printed by
Delmar Press (Colour Printers) Ltd
of Wall Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire
CW5 5LS
01270 624122 Fax: 01270 626841
E-mail: info@delmarpress.co.uk

YOUR RIGHTS
You should receive a
full pint, not 90% - don’t
hesitate to ask for a top up.
If you suffer a poor
customer experience, let
the staff know, politely.
If they won’t put things
right, then as appropriate
contact Trading Standards
or Environmental Health
(-or call us!).

Advertise with us - let our readers be your customers!
Out Inn Cheshire welcomes new advertisers, no matter what your business.
Reach 50,000 discerning readers!
We publish quarterly, with a print run of 11,000
ADVERTISING RATES
being distributed free to over 400 pubs, off-licences
Colour Black & White
and other outlets across the county.
Small
£75
£50
We are happy to design your ad for you!
Medium
£150
£90
Full page £300
£180

New advertisers are always welcome.

Out Inn Cheshire is a not-for-profit publication of
the Campaign for Real Ale; itself a not-for-profit
Consumer Group. Printing costs are funded entirely
by advertising income. We accept advertising from
just about anybody, so long as it does not offend
our campaigning or other sensibilities!

advertising@outinncheshire.co.uk
Substantial discounts for regular slots
Next Issue;
Copy Deadline; 31 October 2016
Publishing Date; 1 December (approx)
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