EAST CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY (8 pm unless stated otherwise)
Everyone is very welcome, member or not!
Sat 3 Dec;
Wed 7 Dec;
Wed 28 Dec;
Thu 5 Jan;
Sat 14 Jan;
Wed 18 Jan;
Sat 18 Feb;
Tue 21 Feb;
Wed 8 Mar;
Sat 25 Mar;

For the latest details please visit our
web-sites www.outinncheshire.co.uk
and www.eastcheshirecamra.org.uk

Christmas meal at Old Dancer, Wilmslow 12:30
followed by drinks at Brewhouse & Kitchen
Christmas meal at Queen’s Head, Congleton 7 pm
Post Christmas Social at Waters Green Tavern, Macclesfield 7 pm
Good Beer Guide initial selection meeting at Lord Eldon, Knutsford
Winter Pub of the Season award to the Cotton Tree, Bollington 4 pm
Committee Meeting, Whipping Stocks, Over Peover
Social visit to the pubs of Leek. Details from website in due course.
Good Beer Guide final selection meeting at Bull's Head, Kerridge
AGM, Congleton Leisure Centre
Spring Pub of the Season award to
the Church House, Sutton

Plus every month (on the last Wednesday or Thursday) we have;
Drop-inn* events at a town near you
10 Informal socials or pub crawls held in various convenient places in our area.

Everyone is welcome, CAMRA member or not. Come and talk to us. See next page.
We cover a large area including Macclesfield, Congleton, Holmes Chapel, Knutsford, and Wilmslow.

Local contacts
Macclesfield: Keith Farman
01625 572460 Knutsford:
George Symes
01565 653096
Dave Hasler
01625 572640
Martin Baxter
01565 653675
Dave Gittins
01260 271593 Wilmslow:
Tim Walker
01625 418625
Congleton:
John Barber
01260 277391
Dave Pearce
01625 530152
Please contact us if you fancy joining us at one of our events. New faces are always welcome!

THE WATERS GREEN TAVERN
Your hosts,
Brian & Steve
96 Waters Green,
Macclesfield

Opposite the
Railway Station

Real Cider now sold!
Ever changing guest beers
including Mallinsons, Oakham,
Whim, Townhouse, Fyne Ales,
Newby Wyke& many more

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Good Beer Guide 2017
Local CAMRA Pub of the Season
Winter 2013
Bar meals served
Monday to Saturday lunch
No plastic food!
Real Chips!

Drop Inn!
We enjoy an informal drink in pubs close to you.
We pick a different pub (or mini pub crawl) in the
last week of most months and hope to meet you,
to chat about beer or pubs.
We try to remember to have some CAMRA material
visible so you can see who we are; come and talk to
us. We want to meet all pub-goers and beer-lovers including non-members and those CAMRA members
who we don’t often see.
Congleton and Macclesfield Drop-Inns are usually the last Wednesday of the month.
In Wilmslow, Handforth & Alderley Edge and in Knutsford & Mobberley,
it is typically the last Thursday of each month.
To find out more see our events diary, aside or check Facebook and Twitter.
The Congleton October drop-inn had a record eight enthusiastic participants.
First port of call was the re-opened Farmers' Arms where Thwaites Handsome Devil went
down well. Also on offer was Pedigree, although it was lacking a pump-clip. Trade was
steady and the pub seems to have picked up again quickly after its temporary closure,
although with new licensees.
Next was a very boisterous Bull’s Head, as punters enjoyed the Manchester derby at a
venue with more televisions than an average Currys. Hobgoblin, Trooper, Abbot and
Unicorn were on offer. Landlord Phil was pleased to receive the rates card for an OIC
Advert. (See page 16 for the outcome! New advertisers are always welcome.)
We finished on a high with a visit to the Prince of Wales for a catch-up with Verity and an
opportunity to enjoy the magnificent Moon Madness from Joules.
Important business was also concluded. We agreed to have our annual Christmas meal at
the Queen’s Head on 7th December - all welcome!
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Autumn Pub of the Season - Ship, Styal
On one of our first autumn evenings, a small group
of CAMRA members meandered down to the
Ship in Styal to present them with their Autumn
Pub of the Season award.
Set in a quiet lane next to Styal cricket club, this
long-established pub has served the local
community for many years.
In recent years, a takeover by the Kalton & Barlow
pub group has given the pub a welcome facelift.
Now owned by the Cheshire Pub Company (run by one half of the original partnership,
Simon Kalton), the pub still has its nooks and crannies, but has lost none of its soul.
Dark wood furnishings feature prominently, but there is a general feeling of quality about
the place. The food and drinks have been reinvigorated, and like the Dog at Over Peover,
another refurbished pub from the same stable, it now attracts a more discerning clientele.
Cask ales will always include at least one local
brewery. Tonight we had Weetwood, Titanic and
Timothy Taylor. The Weetwood Blonde was on
particularly good form. Lager drinkers may be
surprised to find the ubiquitous Fosters and
Carling replaced by original alternatives such as
Freedom India Pale Ale and Wrexham Lager.
Nice to see the local concept extending to lager
too.
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So, ‘cheers, me hearties’ and congratulations to
Kat Novotna, the operational manager for the
pub group, and Nicci Winsor, the pub manager,
who are certainly running a tight Ship and
heading in the right direction.

12 Ever Changing casks & kegs, serving beers from local breweries
and beyond…..Always!
Weird and wonderful bottled brews from around the world,
plus spirits and wines from Independent Makers.
Knutsfords ONLY 'Beer Bar'. Proud beers From Proud People.
Serving Ales, Spirits, Ciders and more
to people that love to celebrate Beer, with beer!
15 Minshull Street
Knutsford
Cheshire
WA16 6HG
01565 228269

Mon ~ Thu
3pm ~ Midnight
Fri ~ Sat
12pm ~ Midnight
Sunday
12pm ~ 10.30pm

13

Strictly Come Tasting at the Brewhouse and Kitchen
Avid readers will know that the Wilmslow Wetherspoon's was transformed into a
Brewhouse and Kitchen over the summer. You'll know that they brew on the premises and
offer members of the public the opportunity of a day's brewing. They also offer what they
term a beer masterclass - a tasting of eight beers under the guidance of their Beer Expert.
They kindly offered such a session to CAMRA so Tim Walker and I duly turned up in
November.
Our beer expert was Jake,
who joined B&K when they
opened in Wilmslow with a
serious interest in beer and
ambitions to train to become
a brewer. Any trepidation
he may have had at running
a masterclass for expert
CAMRA drinkers changed
to relaxation when the
penny dropped that we
were just a couple of bluffers
as he realised we knew
considerably less about beer
14 than he was assuming.
The class opened with
hop pellets and pale and
chocolate malts to smell and
taste. Jake would normally explain the rudiments of brewing but as we were aware that part
was skipped.
We moved on to taste eight beers, all available over the bar that evening. Half pint goblets
were about half filled for each tasting and rinsed with water between each sample.
A printed sheet was provided to let us record our tasting notes for each of the beers under
the headings of appearance, aroma, taste and mouthfeel. Helpful notes explained what to
look for - for example "Mouthfeel - Thick and chewy or thin and light? Too carbonated?"
We were then invited to give the beer an overall score out of 10. My suggestion that they
invest in a set of paddles numbered 1 to 10 seemed to go down well so maybe we'll see a
name change to Strictly Come Tasting in the future.
First tasting was a dark beer with a distinct hint of roasted malt, surprisingly light in the
mouth and turned out be a dark lager from Krombacher, on keg but not overly carbonated.
It demonstrated the benefits of the session for those who think they know what they like,
raising your awareness of other styles; I would not have picked this beer otherwise.
The eight beers nicely demonstrated a wide range of styles including their own session beer
Bollin Ruby, classic Belgian, wheat, APA and IPA and finishing with Pete Marsh porter.
Only two were on hand pump which will be disappointing to CAMRA traditionalists but
Jake explained that was unusual and would normally rise to three or four depending on
the season. Strengths ranged from 3.6 to 6%
My favourite of the night? Beavertown Gamma Ray dispensed from a key-keg. This
explained its low level of carbonation and meant I could stay loyal to CAMRA's principles.
An enjoyable evening and because it exposes you to beers you may not normally drink a
useful experience. Definitely something to quietly drop into the conversation with your loved
one as he or she ponders what to give the person who has everything this festive season.
DP
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What makes a champion pub?
Chris Stairmand is owner and licensee of the Wharf
in Macclesfield, a former Champion Pub of Cheshire.
What is the secret of his success?
In his own words, he tells us.
I purchased and moved in to the Wharf in the
August 2011; a definite challenge ahead but
I had a plan.
Macclesfield was getting a greater reputation for
beer, with RedWillow being open for a year or two,
and the bars in town seeing an increase in turnover. The
trade was looking strong, and I could see a gap. The Wharf
is surrounded by houses, and therefore potential custom.
My plan was to make a pub that I'd want to drink in; one with
good beers, nice people, a pool table and darts board, some
live music. A pub is many things to many people, but I had to
make it a pub for everybody. Serving good beers, cask and
draught lager alike, in the right environment attracts the right
customers. They bring friends and conversation, and make
a proper pub.
We got regulars and locals; we expanded the beer range and
number steadily; we got together a pool team, followed by
darts and skittles. We started to become noticed by ale
drinkers for keeping a good pint, and as the range increased,
the customers did. All of a sudden we had a proper pub, and
CAMRA noticed.
Over the years the trade has changed dramatically. Ale has
become the drink of choice, and our range is having to evolve
with it, with kegs from micro-brewers and imported bottles,
as well as ever-changing cask line-ups. But the Wharf is still doing what it does well
- good company, good beer, good music.
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Wilmslow Rugby Club
It’s a rugby club, of course and also hosts Wilmslow Running Club, home to the Wilmslow
Half-Marathon. They are also a supporter of good beer.
It’s located on King’s Road, Pownall Park, not quite half a mile from Altrincham Road.
It’s not open all the time but generally, in winter, on Tuesdays and Thursdays evenings
you’ll find it open between 7 pm to about 10 pm, and on Saturdays, between 1 pm and 9 pm,
and Sundays noon till 4 pm. On Tuesdays and Thursdays, the beer selection will most likely
be limited to one ale. The bar is sometimes open on Friday evenings during the summer.
The club accepts all-comers, and, as they have a healthy junior rugby scene, kids are
tolerated, too: check with the club. You can join and take advantage of discounts at the bar,
and entry to watch rugby union: o.k. so it’s not the Premiership. Contact the club as below.
It has a function room and a smaller, more snug bar, complete with roaring fire – although
it’s usually only lit on match-days when the club is busiest.
The bar has 4 hand-pumps and they rotate several LocAles – more often,
it’s one from Mobberley, something from Weetwood, a Storm and often
a JW Lees. Add to this a Windsor & Eton beer, fetched up regularly from
the Home Counties as one of the club members is a director of that
brewery. What is a welcome surprise is that all the breweries feature
different beers. What is more, the beers are kept well, no mean feat for
a club that is only open 4 or 5 sessions a week.
There
is the usual range of other beers, wines and spirits on the
18
well-stocked bar. There is outdoor drinking, should the weather permit,
and a smoking area. Handy for the Carrs and Styal Woods, it’s dog-friendly too.
Pownall Park, King’s Rd, Wilmslow, SK9 5PZ – 01625 522274
Website www.pichero.com/clubs/wilmslow e: wrufcvenue@gmail.com
Nearby sports clubs also flying the flag for real ale, and supporting our local breweries are:
Styal Football Club /Styal Cricket Club on the old Altrincham Road, hosts
Styal Beer Festival, usually in July each year: it is one and the same club.
When it’s busy - during the summer, especially - the club has a cask ale
on the bar, often a Storm or a Weetwood.
Wilmslow Phoenix Sports Club, on Styal Road, hosts
a range of sports, including football, lacrosse, hockey, cricket...
The bar has been refurbished in recent years and as trade is building
they can now confidently stock one ale, usually Storm, purchased in
small “pins” to help keep wastage to a minimum, alongside bar regulars.

Farewell Trevor
Many of you who have frequented pubs in East Cheshire over the last twenty five years
may have come across Trevor Wilcock, who sadly passed away on September 30th after
battling cancer for almost two years. Trevor was born in 1958 and started his working life
in agriculture before making the change to work in pubs.
At various times he assisted at the Ryles Arms in Sutton, Tytherington Club, the Ship at
Wincle and the Plough at Eaton, but for the last eighteen years had been a cheerful,
welcoming and versatile member of the staff at the Dog Inn in Peover Heath; appropriate
since one of his passions in life was dogs.
The funeral service was held in a packed St Lawrence's church, Over Peover, the hearse
being greeted by members of the hunt with hounds. A private committal took place at
Macclesfield crematorium whilst most of the congregation made for the Dog where the pub
was packed with friends, customers and past and present members of staff.
Our condolences to Trevor's wife Helen and to the family to whom he meant so much.

Wilmslow Wanderings
Mikey and Anna at the Carters Arms are to be congratulated
for winning a gold award at the North West Britain in Bloom
awards at the end of October for the magnificent floral
display that made their outside seating area such an
attractive place to enjoy a pint through the summer. On a
recent visit the place was still looking good with its array of
winter baskets and pots They report a couple of charity
events coming up. On Sunday 4 December at 1 pm they have a doggy Christmas party bring your dog in fancy dress - in aid of the Greyhounds in Need charity. On Friday 9
December at 9 pm there's an open mic night for the mental health charity SANE.
Our two Good Beer Guide entries continue to make a fine range of beers available.
The Old Dancer, which is also East Cheshire pub of the year, has its usual intelligent
selection of mainly local beers covering a good range of strengths and styles. They have
always had an interesting display of art on their walls and after the pub being a host location
on the Wilmslow Arts Trail in October this has been refreshed with new paintings from local
artists Alex Jabore and Sabine Kussmaul. Free film nights continue every Wednesday.
The Coach and Four has the full complement of Hydes beers. Seasonal beers from the
Provenance, Heritage and Beer Studio ranges complement their permanent Original, 1863
and Lowry brews. Their very popular Christmas menu launches on the 26th November and
Matt tells me they already have 2500 bookings while the monthly comedy nights and other
community events are very successful. Their Twitter feed @coachandfour is a very good
example of how to publicise your business.
Coard at the King William tells me they now offer both Sky and BT Sports and show all
major sports fixtures. Their menu has expanded to include substantial meals including an
interesting sounding Pepperpot Chicken. Their popular lunchtime deal of sandwich or jacket
and soft drink for £5 continues. Regular live entertainment is planned for the lead up to
Christmas with details to be found on their Facebook page;
www.facebook.com/thekingwilliamwilmslow/
DP
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Contact number 01625441850
Email Wilmslow@Brewhouseandkitchen.com

