NORTH CHESHIRE
Covers Warrington and Vale Royal, including Frodsham, Lymm and Northwich.
Meetings are usually held in the Warrington/Northwich area, with regular surveys of outlying areas.
New members and formerly inactive members are especially welcome.
Rupert Adams
contact@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
Branch contacts;
Nicholas Bosley chairman@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
Out Inn Cheshire articles or adverts: oiccoordinator@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
If anything of remotest interest is happening in your local, let these guys know!

www.northcheshire.camra.org.uk
North Cheshire Pub of the Year 2016:
North Cheshire Club of the Year 2016:

Helter Skelter, Frodsham
Appleton Thorn Village Hall

CAMRA DIARY
All Weekday events start at 8 pm unless specified otherwise.

Tue 6 Dec;
Sat 10 Dec;
Thu 12 Jan;
Wed 18 Jan;

Branch Meeting Stag, Walton
Xmas Social; due to popular demand back to Chorlton. 12 noon
Branch Meeting Penny Black, Northwich
Social Visit to the Manchester Beer Festival,
meet at venue open from 5pm to 9pm.
Sat 11 Feb; Social to visit Northern Quarter, Manchester meet at 1st venue 12 noon
(see website for info)
Wed 15 Feb; Branch Meeting Bull’s Head Warrington
For latest updates visit
northcheshire.camra.org.uk
and follow us on Twitter at
@NorthCheshCAMRA
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Good Beer Guide
North Cheshire marked the launch of the CAMRA 2017 Good Beer
Guide (“GBG”) in September by calling in on pubs which were either
appearing in the guide for the first time or returning after a few years
absence. First up on the gorgeous summer evening were three pubs
in the north of our area:
Kash 22 Brew & Chew, Frodsham. A lively modern bar with an
American theme, it appears in the guide for the first time and serves
beers from local Blueball brewery as well as a range of guest ales.
Ring o’ Bells, Lower Stretton; a welcome return of an unspoilt village
local – just as pubs used to be – serving up to six real ales with an
emphasis on local micro-breweries.
Red Lion, Stockton Heath; a return after a few years’ absence for
this 200 year old community pub offering four real ales from Daniel Thwaites supplemented
by a rotating guest ale.
A few us of then wandered round the corner to finish our evening in GBG-listed, Costello’s.
Two days later we ventured into the south to continue our visits with:
Chime, Hartford. This lively neighbourhood wine and ale bar was celebrating its first entry
in the Guide. The award-winning modern international cuisine is complemented by a range
of locally sourced beers.
Penny Black, Northwich; a special award to mark the noteworthy achievement of 10
22 consecutive appearances in the Guide. This highlights the staff’s dedication to and
knowledge of real ale at this well-known Wetherspoons outlet, with its extensive and
constantly changing range of beers.
The GBG 2017 highlights the best of the pubs in the country including 70 pubs in Cheshire.
North Cheshire CAMRA covers an area stretching from Glazebury to Tarporley which has
more than 180 pubs serving real ale. Our allocation for the guide is just 18 pubs so
competition for entries is fierce. We use a selection process based on beer quality scores
from CAMRA members which helps us identify pubs that serve consistently good real ale.
As a CAMRA member you can have a direct
influence on the pubs that ultimately appear
in the Guide. Get scoring! But if you want to
see the full list of pubs in the Guide, you are
going to have to buy a copy!
RH

Where’s That Pub?
The answer to
Issue 71’s
teaser: The bird
of prey seen in
the last issue can
be found outside
the Spread Eagle
in Lymm
For your latest
test of
observation,
on which
pub’s gable
end can this
date be seen?
Nick T

Rural Rides in the South of our patch
Sandiway Ales Wee Howff has recently
introduced a discount voucher scheme at
weekends, linking up with the No 4 Bar in
Winsford (pictured). This is aimed at encouraging
cyclists and walkers to use the Whitegate Way
to get from one to the other, it is hoped to expand
this idea to include other establishments in the
future. Further information is available at both
places and on the web site.
In Tarporley rumours that the Rising Sun’s
closure before Christmas for refurbishment is
imminent are unfounded – this is not expected to happen until the new year, probably
around March.
Across the street the newly opened Little Tap is thriving, particularly on weekend nights
when often it’s standing room only unless you get there early.
Recently Tarporley staged what is now becoming an annual cider festival held at the
community centre. With three live music acts, food and a variety of ciders to suit most
tastes this event continues to go from strength
to strength.
Nearby the Egerton Arms recently held a
successful “Oktoberfest” on the first weekend
of the month. On offer were ten beers from
Germany including one of Roger Protz’s “300
Beers to try before you die” the Weihenstephan
Hefeweizen. Also available were Oktoberfest
specials from Beer Nouveau, Blueball and
Brightside. Altogether a very enjoyable event
which will hopefully be repeated next year.
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Phoenix from the ashes?
In the last issue I reported the
departure of the licensee at the
Star, Statham and the potentially
permanent closure of the Pear Tree,
Collins Green. Well, I could not
have been more wrong...…which is
excellent news.
Nick was able to negotiate a
last-minute reprieve which
resulted in a 5 year deal free of tie,
which allows him to source cask ales
from wherever he likes.
The pub is in the process of being refurbished throughout and plans are afoot to implement
some of the changes that were laid out in the successful ACV application aimed at securing
the pub’s future. Look out for an extended beer range in 2017.
Then as we went to press we heard that the Pear Tree was to re-open in November with
Jackie Morris at the helm although we did not know if cask beer would be available.
Having welcomed a new licensee at the
Comfortable Gill in Glazebury in the last issue after
24 Vic’s departure, he then promptly left to be replaced
by Jennifer Axford who has set about putting her
mark on a pub which had stood still in recent
years, immediately increasing the cask ale
choice to up to three, including regulars from
Coach House.
We wish Jennifer all the best in turning things
around here.

The
Crown
Inn

Crown Lane
Lower Peover, Knutsford

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Come try our excellent freshly cooked food
and wide range of fine cask ales.
Open 12-3, 5.30-11 Mon-Sat, 12-10.30 Sun
Varied specials menu
Food served every day
12 – 2 & 6.30 – 9 (12 – 5.30 Sundays)
Tuesday Quiz (9.30 pm)
on
Seas
Thursday; Pie Night! ub of the r 2009
P

tel. 01565 – 722074

me
Sum

A Grand Day Out in Huddersfield
On a sunny Saturday in July we battled signal failure at Piccadilly station to make our way
by various trains to Huddersfield.
We started our visit at the Vulcan as it opens at 9 am and offers a choice of 6 cask beers
and excellent cooked breakfasts. We were joined by a CAMRA member from Brighton and a
former Good Beer Guide pub owner from London who had seen on our website that we
were visiting Huddersfield .
We made our way through the town centre, taking chance to obtain food en route to the
present Good Beer Guide pub, the Star which had a range of 10 cask beers on for us to
choose from.
Just down the road is
another Good Beer Guide
pub the Rat & Ratchet /
Rat Brewery Pub (pictured)
where we had 12 real ales
to pick from including 6 of
their own brews. We took
advantage of the pork pies
on sale & our Trafford &
Hulme party provided
some very welcome
chocolate cake to follow.
T-shirts purchased, we
took a slightly scenic route
to the highly acclaimed Good Beer Guide entry, the Grove. This has eclectic art work on the
wall & an impressive range of 19 cask beers to pick from and helpfully offers third of a pint
measures to assist your sampling.
Over the ring road is a new micro pub in town, Bar Maroc; an upstairs bar with a Moroccan
theme. The hazy atmosphere did not detract from the 4 beers available, with complementary
olives on the bar & pizza cooked fresh to order. Note that this bar only opens at 4 pm.
Passing Sam Smith’s Commercial, we called into the Wood Street Craft Beer House.
Three of the four beers were available. This former shop has increased in size since our last
visit, extending into the adjacent property.
Magic Rock Brewery Tap was the next destination, for those prepared to take
the not insubstantial hike, while some remained at the Sportsman with 8 real
ales available to await our return. The Tap was very lively with the 3 cask ales
on offer tucked to one side of the large bar, with the craft keg beers being the
main player. We felt that the cask beer was very good and it would be good to
see more on the bar.
Finally to the King’s Head back at Huddersfield station. Now refurbished and
opened up, with another wide range of ales, with 10 to choose from.
Our group of 28 included members from 5 CAMRA branches; North Cheshire,
Trafford & Hulme, Halton, Salford, Brighton and as well as three non-members.
(Everyone is welcome on our socials, CAMRA member or otherwise.)
Huddersfield has plenty of good pubs to visit with a wide range of local and
national beers on offer. If you are prepared to venture outside the immediate
town centre and station area, you will have twigged that there are plenty of
good beers to try!
ADP
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Real Ale Shack –
Autumn Pub of the Season 2016
CAMRA members joined regulars and
the Mayor of Warrington on 15th October
to celebrate the Real Ale Shack, which
is located inside Warrington Market, as
their Autumn Pub of the Season 2016.
The micro-pub was opened as recently
as May by Andy McKnight and Alison
Ramsden and has already become a
firm favourite amongst the pub goers
of Warrington and from further afield.
The award is recognition of not just good beer quality but also of having done something
different or innovative. LocAles and micro-brewers are featured.
CAMRA branch Secretary, Rupert Adams commented; “At a time when so many pubs
are closing, opening the Real Ale Shack in the market was a bold move more akin to
what you may expect to see in other parts of Europe, especially Germany. It is certainly
the type of bar we like to see encouraged in the development of Warrington town centre”.
Presenting the award on behalf of Warrington Borough Council, Peter Astley MBE added;
“We are pleased to join CAMRA in congratulating the Real Ale Shack. I wish them continued
26 success, with people visiting the market to support local businesses and producers.
They are a great example of how we can strive for excellence in our night time economy.”
Accepting the award Andy said; “Alison and I are delighted to win this award so soon
after our opening. We continually aim to support local brewers and to source any
requests that we receive from our customers”.
The Real Ale Shack is open Monday to Saturday 9.30 – 17.00.

Beer Festivals – a Newcomer’s Experience
As new CAMRA members, we were somewhat
apprehensive when we started attending beer festivals,
not knowing what to expect. Now that we have been to
a few we thought we would pass on what we have learnt,
to help anyone thinking about attending their first festival
to get the most out of it.
Always have your membership card handy as you often
get discount on entry to festivals organised by CAMRA.
This discount can be either a reduced entry price or free
beer vouchers/tokens. Take plenty of cash as there isn’t necessarily a cash point nearby.
When buying your beer tokens check if any leftover credit will be refunded. Don’t be tempted
to buy too many, you can always go back for more. Some venues take left over part used
tickets and donate the equivalent to charity, so keep this in mind. 10 or 20p might not seem
much to you but if there are hundreds of people going it does add up!
So on to actually tasting some beer. We recommend reading the tasting notes but be aware
your first choice might have sold out so have a few choices in reserve. We know it might
seem obvious but don’t forget to look at the strength. We would say don’t be afraid to ask
advice from both the volunteers behind the bar and your fellow festival-goers. This is often
when you will get a good tip and find a hidden gem. However, do act fast as award-winners
sell out quickly. Keep an open mind; we have both been surprised when we have tried a
beer that didn’t sound like our cup of tea from the notes but came highly recommended by
a more experienced taster, both of us really liked it. Lastly and most importantly have fun!
Tracy & Andy Edwards

Rail Ale Trip from Chester to Stockport
After experiencing and hearing about rail ale trips in places like the Peak District and
Manchester, I decided I wanted one a little closer to home. Having used the mid-Cheshire
line from Chester to Stockport many times in the past I knew there were enough villages
en route that handily had pubs next to the stations to make this work.
With our group starting at various places along the
line, the first stop was the Golden Pheasant at
Plumley. Being a Lees pub, MPA was very suitable
for the scorcher of a day we were enjoying in the
big beer garden, as did the seasonal Cyclhops,
another blonde albeit stronger at 4.2% and more
bitter in taste. The first pints went down so well that
more MPA was called for after calculating how
much of the hour between trains was remaining.
(The Pheasant closed for a make-over in October
and will have reopened by the time you read this.
The photograph here is of one of the cosy fire places before this refurb.
Next up was the aptly-named Railway
at Mobberley. Four hand pumps were
available and the ubiquitous
Wainwrights and Jennings' Cumberland 27
were good quality as usual. Of those
of us bold enough to venture into less
familiar territory, some were rewarded
with Haymaker, a very nice pale to
suit the season, however the Big Tree
from Dunham Massey was too smokey
in flavour - more of a beer in front of
a roaring log fire in winter.
Next on to Stockport and a 10 minute
walk to the excellent Arden Arms.
Four Robinsons beers were available
and between us we sampled the
ever-popular Dizzy Blonde, Double Hop IPA and the seasonal beer, Reservoir Hops another light blonde - all of which were in fine form.
More Robinsons and more Dizzy around the corner at the Baker's Vaults where there are
eight pumps and half for guest beers. The golden Honey Fayre was a favourite.
First stop on the way back was the Greyhound at Ashley. Another Lees pubs and more
easy-drinking MPA on order as we found one of the few free tables in another lovely beer
garden. Cyclhops and Lees best bitter were also on cask.
Last stop was the Goshawk at Mouldsworth, recently changed to selling Hydes beers.
The lighter of the two usual house beers, Piffle, not being available meant we had a nice
change. Six hand pumps available and both the Lowry and Pacific Jade were light and
golden to finish the session off nicely.
Same again next Saturday, lads?
On a sad note, Sharon, licensee at the Culcheth Arms, Culcheth passed away in the
Summer. Those of you who knew her will remember a larger than life character who
was always at the centre of activity in the pub. Prior to the Culcheth Arms, she had run
the Pickering Arms, Thelwall.
We understand her partner, Steven, plans to take over the licence for the pub.

