SOUTH CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY

All our events are open to any CAMRA member, anyone who likes beer
or pubs, and anyone who is just curious to see what is going on!

Mon 12 Dec; 8 pm: Branch Meeting, Raven Inn, Brookhouse Drive. (Bus 6).
Mon 19 Dec; 8 pm: Good Beer Guide selection meeting, Borough Arms, Earle St, Crewe.
(please ensure you bring a valid CAMRA Membership Card).
Sat 24 Dec; Informal social at the Bhurtpore Inn, Aston. Noon
(11.20 train from Crewe.
Trains back from Wrenbury Station to Crewe are at 14.57, 16.59 and 1900).
Thu 19 Jan; Red Bull, 8 pm. Kidsgrove. Branch Meeting. (Firstbus 3).
Mon 6 Feb; Good Beer Guide selection meeting, King’s Arms, Earle St, Crewe. 8 pm
(please ensure you bring a valid CAMRA Membership Card)
Wed 15 Feb; Branch Meeting. Midland Inn, Elworth. 7.30 pm.
(Close to Sandbach Railway Station and Arriva Bus 37 stop).
Sat 25 Mar; Branch Meeting. Cotton Arms, Wrenbury. 2 pm.
** Because of events beyond our control, some meeting dates or times may change.
Check our website www.southcheshire.camra.org.uk for details nearer the time
and for further social events.
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Plus;

Every Monday in Crewe; CAMRA / SPBW social, Borough Arms 7.30 pm
(3 beers at reduced prices) then 9.30 pm in HOPS (all beers £2.30 a pint).

A mostly rural area, but including the towns of Crewe,
www.southcheshire.camra.org.uk
Middlewich, Nantwich, Sandbach, Alsager and Winsford.
Contacts:
Derek Davey
01270 761039
Ian Bray
01270 252045
Kez Challacombe 0779 4352191 (m)
Paul Tench
07790 486735

d.davey45@btinternet.com
styrian@gmx.co.uk
kez.chal@yahoo.co.uk
southcheshirecamra@outlook.com

The Bhurtpore Inn
Aston, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 8DQ
Celebrating 21 years in CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide
& 18 years in the Good Pub Guide
11 Real Ales regularly available, Real Cider or Perry
Plus 11 Continental and Craft beers
Rated among Britain’s Top Ten Beer Pubs & Top Ten Whisky Pubs*
*Good Pub Guide

Huge range of bottled Beers, Ciders and Soft Drinks,
award winning Wine List and, of course,
our menu of freshly cooked locally sourced dishes to suit all tastes.

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Opening Times:
Monday – Thursday: Noon – 11.30
Friday, Saturday: Noon – Midnight
Sunday: Noon – 11.00
01270 780917
www.bhurtpore.co.uk for general pub news
www.bhurtpore.com for beers, including what’s on now

Pub News
Crewe: Scaffolding has appeared around the closed King’s Arms in Earle Street and a
major external refurbishment is under way. The inside has similarly been redecorated.
It is understood that a new tenancy has been agreed and the pub should have re-opened
by the time you read this. No news yet on the potential beer range available.
Planning permission for a major revamp of the Merlin on Bradfield Road has been granted,
but so far the pub remains tinned up and looks rather forlorn.
The refurbished Cheese Hall on the corner of Hill Street and Earle Street reopened as
a sports pub, Amber Taverns, with multi screens showing BT and Sky sports.
The good news is that they have four competitively priced real ales and not all of them are
what you might expect.
Further afield; the Foresters at Winterley is reported as having been closed again.
The Swan at Marbury, has
been sold to ‘Pubs Limited’ of
Broxton. Planning permission
for remedial arboreal work on
the site has been applied for.
The outhouse in the pub yard
is a Grade ll listed building,
dating from the 17th century.
A new-build Marston’s
pub-restaurant construction
is well under way on the
A530, near the Sainsbury’s
roundabout.
It will be called the
“Sacred Orchard”.
The pub will operate as a
Marston’s Milestone Rotisserie outlet. Scheduled opening should be in February 2017.
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Autumn Pub of the Season - Badger, Church Minshull
Towards the end of the mild October, South Cheshire CAMRA made its Autumn Pub of the
Season award to a deserving rural inn at Church Minshull.
The Badger had stood closed for a period a few
years ago, but is now a successful village pub
and restaurant once more and welcomes both
diners and regular drinkers alike. The award was
made in the pub’s convivial tap room, where a
Four Nations rugby league international was on
the TV, to the enterprising Landlord, Phil.
Unfortunately we were unable to conjure up a
win for England, who narrowly missed out
against New Zealand. We found the beers to be
on good form, with Battlefield brewery’s 1066, a
rich amber ale, one of the favourites. Titanic
Plum Porter, Salopian Shropshire Gold and the
House Beer, Badgers Best, completed the range, which is normally 4 real ales.
The Badger large, with a spacious lounge area mainly
set out for food from the extensive menu, and has
been tastefully furnished, keeping the beams and tiled
flooring and attractive bar. There is a conservatory
30
and sunny patio area to the rear. Should you wish to
stay overnight, accommodation is available in five
luxurious rooms. The buildings date from the 1770s
and was once a coaching inn; the ‘Badger’ comes from
the family crest of the Brook family, early owners and
local landowners. In 1898 it was known as the Brooks Arms Inn.
DD
Photograph shows Derek Davey, (CAMRA South Cheshire Chairman),
Natasha and Harriet behind the bar, and Badger Inn manager Phil, on the right.

Nantwich notes
I must admit, I am a fan of the 'new wave' of micro bars, bottle shops and so on.
So we decided to take a little tour into Nantwich to visit the two new beer outlets of this style.
These beer outlets seem to fit the bill for the new way of drinking bottle conditioned beers
and of course, key-keg/cask draught beers and hand pumped ales. I like this type of bar as
they attract the young and curious, who may go on to try cask ales.
There were four young men in the newly opened Beerdock on
'Swine Market' in Nantwich town centre, along with two couples.
The bar is a replica of its founding father on Nantwich Road in Crewe,
but square in design, allowing room to explore all the wonderfully
stacked bottles on display, from local to world wide brewers.
There are plans for a cask ale to be installed soon. This is a great
bar to visit, right in the heart of Nantwich.
We moved on to the other side of town on the way out
towards Crewe, on Hospital Street. The Barrel and Tap is
another new wave bottle and draught beer outlet, perhaps more 'gimmicky' than
Beerdock. It had loud albeit good piped music and a good crowd was in. This
means that people gather in front of the bar, making it hard to see the row of
hand pumps, although we were served without delay by the knowledgeable and
friendly staff. We moved into the second room then the third and back room.
Here there are 'self service' mini bars that work by purchasing a 'credit' card
from the bar, then inserting it into the device to deliver your beer of choice.
We then called in almost next door, the Boot and Shoe is a traditional pub,
a world apart. This pub offers four hand pumps mainly from the big brewers.
The first ale I tried was at the end of its life but the staff happily changed it
without question and I had the very good Salopian Shropshire Gold.
This pub is like the Tardis, the back patio is huge and many folk were
enjoying the warm weather.
We decided to end the day at our local pub,
the Hop Pole on Wistaston Road, Crewe.
This is a truly great pub, distinct rooms with
a real bar! I enjoyed the 'Jackdaw Porter'
from Flying Monk brewery which could
become a regular in here. It has a smoky
roast nose and bitter sweet aftertaste;
at 4.3% this the brewery's latest beer.
We used the fantastic back area of the pub,
a wonderful patio and a brilliant bowling
green which had a lot of bowling taking
place; a great spectacle.
So in my view, we should welcome the
new but
cherish
the old
and
traditional.
There is
room for
both.
KC

Has your local been closed yet?

If you don't use it, it might!
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Crewe Rail Ale Festival 2016
South Cheshire CAMRA held its 4th Beer Festival at
Crewe Heritage Centre in September. Over 1000 visitors
enjoyed the 55 cask beers and 15 real ciders to the extent
that we ran out just before the Sunday afternoon closing
time. We hosted a first session of the Best Beer of Cheshire
Judging competition, considering standard bitters. This was
won by Weetwood Best, their first and most traditional beer,
a 3.8% old fashioned bitter using Maris Otter malt and a variety of hops.
This year we had all of the hall with a new lay-out and it went very well. Friday was very
busy, and our entertainers “Baxter” were excellent. We had a 50 ton ex steam crane, dating
from 1940 as a nice back drop to our main bars. Saturday was enjoyed by plenty of families,
the mini train rides were thoroughly enjoyed until closing time.
Our wonderful visitors gave us some excellent feedback; a very big thank you. The festival
was enhanced by a range of food companies from a Pizza bar, to barbecued food cooked in
a unique miniature train engine boiler, plus Indian and other snacks.
One of the other new features this year was the electronic advertising of sponsors on an
overhead projector. This also included adverts of the breweries, beers on offer etc. This
worked well and complemented the usual Programme. Thanks to Chester Beer Festival for
the idea and Paul Tench for the implementation
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As ever keen CAMRA volunteers staffed the festival serving, cleaning glasses, attracting
new members, and ensuring a safe and enjoyable festival.
The charity, CLIC Sargent raised more than £1300 from a raffle, an auction, a cake sale and
donations. This also included £270 worth of unused tokens donated from the generous beer
festival visitors easily breaking Heather and Dennis’ previous fund raising record .
A very big thank you to all our wonderful volunteers for once again making the Festival a
great success. We are already planning next year’s festival and we will keep improving on
what is probably the ‘most atmospheric beer festival in the North West’.
KC/FS/IB

All Change in Sandbach
Two prominent pubs in Sandbach are currently undergoing some far-reaching changes.
The Wheatsheaf has been sold by Marston’s to the local Pecks Restaurant group and was
scheduled to open in December after alterations as a ‘quintessentially British gastropub’.
The management “Aim to make the Wheatsheaf your regular haunt, appreciated for
outstanding food quality, great beers, wines, cocktails, friendly engaging service, and
perhaps most importantly, superb value for money”. Looks promising and a review will follow
in the March edition of Out Inn Cheshire. See www.wheatsheafsandbach.co.uk for a
progress report. Pecks restaurant near Congleton certainly has a reputation for excellent
gourmet food, so the group will no doubt give a much needed boost to the Wheatsheaf,
which is a large establishment needing to attract custom.
The same can be said for the Olde Black Bear at the corner of the cobbled square, currently
closed and rumoured to be changing to a wine bar. Again, we hope there may be room for
a decent ale too.
Beneficiaries of these two pubs closing for refurbishment are no doubt the Lion and the
George, both in the High Street. The Lion continues to have three or four real ales at
reasonable prices from the likes of Greene King and the Marston’s range, and the George
(the town’s Wetherspoons) has featured well- attended monthly ‘Meet the Brewer’ evenings
with Stonehouse and Titanic in the autumn. Also in the town, the Military Arms opposite
the Commons continues to feature mainly National brands such as John Smiths Cask and
Old Speckled Hen, together with Jennings Cumberland and Thwaites Wainright.
On the Crewe road, the independent free
house, the Cricketers, maintains Cross
Bay Halo as its permanent beer,
accompanied by three changing beers from
small, often local breweries, with Tatton
Indian Summer and Spitting Feathers
Thirst Quencher on a recent visit.
It was all change behind the bar at the
Beer Emporium, too, when in late Summer
Richard took over from Steve and Yvonne
Davis. Real ale drinkers in the town (and
beyond) are thankful that they brought such
an eclectic and varied range of bottled
beers in from the UK and abroad and that they branched out into making the shop such a
welcoming and sociable micro-pub.
Richard has retained the four real ales on hand pump, with Merlin Dark Magic normally
included, and the others revolving from small breweries; Tiny Rebel, Fyne and BlackJack
being included of late. The range of bottled beers remains equally varied.
Beer quality has remained at the usual high standard, so Steve obviously trained Richard
well. Steve and Yvonne celebrated their new found freedom from the bar by taking on
Wainwright’s 190 mile Coast to Coast walk, which they successfully completed with the
help of a few beers after each days trek. We wish them a long and happy retirement.
One pub which has reopened is the Limes, tucked away in Sweetooth Lane off Middlewich
Road. This has been comfortably refurbished, retaining a darts area by the bar but mainly
set out for dining with good value pub fayre. There are three hand pumps, with Brakspear
bitter, Wells Bombardier and Lancaster Blonde on just after opening.
Further towards Middlewich, near Elworth station, the Midland, a small ex-Robinsons pub
is now a free house. Brightened up without losing its character, three hand pumps are in
evidence, with Oakham Citra, Brains Reverend James and Sharps Doombar on when
we nipped in.
DD
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WIRRAL
CAMRA DIARY
For updated details and any changes, please check our new website
www.wirral.camra.org.uk/BranchDiary.php
Thu 8 Dec;

Branch Meeting at Gallagher’s Pub & Barbers Shop,
Birkenhead. 8:30 pm. Catch up on local pub and brewery news.
Thu 12 Jan; Branch Meeting at Gallagher’s Pub & Barbers Shop, Birkenhead. 8:30 pm.
Wed 4 Jan; Committee Meeting, the Lion, Market Street, Birkenhead. 8 pm
followed by Branch Social.
Wed 1 Feb; Committee Meeting, venue to be announced. 8 pm followed by Branch Social
Thu 8 Feb; Annual General Meeting followed by Branch Meeting at Gallagher’s.
Please note the AGM will start at 8:30 pm.
Please bring CAMRA membership cards to vote.
Wirral CAMRA is an active branch run by a committee of local members.
Our area covers the whole of the Wirral Borough Council area
plus post code CH64 (Parkgate, Neston and Willaston).
We regularly survey all the pubs within our branch and we are always looking for
active people to help by keeping us informed of any local pub news you may have.
We try to support other branches by helping out at other local beer festivals.
34 We have regular socials, pub crawls, trips to breweries & other amazing real ale destinations.
All our trips are open to both CAMRA and non CAMRA members.
Chair:
davegoodwin@wirral.camra.org.uk
Socials & Branch contact: davehutchinson@wirral.camra.org.uk
Membership:
timsmith@wirral.camra.org.uk
Web editor: Chris Neale
webmaster@wirral.camra.org.uk
Cheshire Area:
darrylshort@wirral.camra.org.uk

whatpub.com - your free on-line pub guide
CAMRA has created for you the ultimate online pub guide; whatpub.com
With 47,000 pubs, around 37,000 of which serve real ale, it is the UK best
online guide to real ale.
It is available FREE to anyone, CAMRA member or not!
You can find the best pub to suit your needs. It automatically optimises for use on
laptops, tablets and mobile devices, and has over 30 different search fields ranging from
dog-friendly pubs to those that offer meals, quiz nights, newspapers or live music, so
you can customise the search for your own preferences.
A full entry provides description and pictures,
address, opening hours, the owner, the regular
real ales, refers to any Guest Beers, highlights
main features such as food, gives a map
Sat Nav & OS references and local transport.
Most of the real ale pubs have details of the
real ales sold.
Compiled by local CAMRA volunteers,
it guarantees an independent view.
WhatPub also allows CAMRA members
to score the quality of the real ale in these pubs
to help choose entries for the Good Beer Guide
Visit whatpub.com or scan the QR code - and enjoy our pubs!

Neston Walkabout
The plan was to gather details to update CAMRA’s useful WhatPub.com website while
sampling a few real ales.
First stop was the Royal Oak, Little Neston. The one real ale available, Marstons Pedigree
was in good condition. The barman showed us pump clips from other beers that had been
on recently and some of them looked very interesting. He took on board the suggestion to
update the Facebook page when a new real ale is available.
A 10-15 minute walk away is the Wheatsheaf in Ness. This pub has been through a lot of
changes over the years. It is now back to being a traditional pub serving typical pub food at
good prices. The 3 Thwaites beers included a seasonal. The Wainwright was first class.
A 15 minute walk along
footpaths takes you to the Harp
in Little Neston (pictured).
This is a lovely place
overlooking the river Dee
estuary and Welsh hills.
The regular real ales Timothy
Taylor Landlord, Holts Bitter
and Peerless Triple Blond
were joined by guests Titanic
Plum Porter and Peerless
Crystal Maize. The former was
very good. The Harp now has
LocAle accreditation. Food is
now served here at lunchtimes.
A 10 minute walk away is the Lady Hamilton in Little Neston. This pub has only been
serving real ales again for about the last 3 years. They serve meals lunchtimes and
evenings. The regular beer is Moorhouse Blonde Witch which was in top form. The other
cask beers were Greene King IPA, Wychwood Hobgoblin Gold and Wadworth 6X.
We learn that the pub is soon to be under new ownership
Next was a 20 minute walk up in to Neston to the Brewers Arms. There was one real ale
available which was Holts Bitter and this was very pleasant. We got talking to the owner
and completed part of the survey before he had to go elsewhere. He was very keen to work
with CAMRA and wants to introduce more real ales to the pub. The pub now sometimes
sells beers from the local Britman brewery based at Burton Manor. A CAMRA member
discount of 40p a pint is offered too. Another reason to join the pub users’ union!
Nearby is the Brown Horse. This had 2 real ales and the Robinsons Wizard went down well.
The Malt Shovel and Greenland Fisheries no longer serve real ale
I was very pleased with the quality of the real ales I found; all were well kept and in good
condition. If some places introduced a more varied range of real ales then Neston could
become a very good place to sample some really great cask beers.
Another survey of the Cheshire Wirral pubs in October revealed 38 different real ales from
23 breweries in 14 of the 15 pubs visited from Parkgate to Willaston.

PEOPLE WITH TASTE
ARE DRINKING
REAL ALE
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HALTON
CAMRA DIARY Meetings start at 8.30 pm unless shown otherwise
Sat 3 Dec;
Tue 13 Dec;
Tue 10 Jan;
Tue 14 Feb;
Trips;
Branch info;

Branch Christmas social crawl; details to be confirmed
Branch meeting at the Crown, Widnes 8.30 (tbc)
Good Beer Guide selection meeting Norton Arms, Runcorn
Branch meeting; venue TBC
Suzi Waller 07837 749614 social.sec@halton.camra.org.uk
David Gray 01925 727787

chairman@halton.camra.org.uk

Use your pubs!
When you think of Halton, perhaps you don’t immediately think of quality pubs and pleasant
environments in which to have a drink. It is true that there is still a “Greenall Whitley”
legacy in some parts of Halton, and the Campaign for Real Ale has been working hard
to encourage more pubs to stock cask ale and attract customers.
The fringes of Halton contain some attractive
pubs where cask ale, good food and a
pleasing environment can be found.
The Wellington in Hale, Ring O Bells in
Daresbury (pictured) and Red Lion in Moore
leap to mind.
Halton is changing - the Weston area of
Runcorn is a mini oasis.
The Royal Oak has recently been refurbished
under new stewardship. Terry and Sharron
have a commitment to serve cask ales and
usually 2 are available. On a recent visit I enjoyed a superb pint of Caledonian Autumn Red.
A real cider was also available. The Round House always has a real ale available.
Not far away, the Prospect, a Halton CAMRA Pub of The Year has a deserved reputation
for home cooking – especially the Sunday lunches! However the pub also hosts many
community events, has a real fire and importantly a good selection of real ales. Adnams
Broadside, a full flavour real ale is one of the regular beers.
The Old Town area has struggled for quality pubs that serve real ale, but the Ferry Boat
(Wetherspoons) is a beacon! Not far to go to the Lion in Greenway Road where 2 changing
guest beers and a real cider are served. Also not far to the Norton Arms in Halton Village
where 4 changing guest beers are served in a very historic pub set beneath Halton Castle.
Moving North of the Mersey, central Widnes was a real ale desert but there has been a
renaissance! A crawl of real ale pubs could be held in venues including the Premier
(Wetherspoons), Derby, Grapes and the Kingsway Hotel. These are very traditional type
pubs. On a recent visit a superb pint of Pedigree was on offer from the new management
at the Grapes.
Away from central Widnes, food and a good selection of real ales from Ember Inns can
be found at the Four Topped Oak. The Church View similarly has a wide and varying
selection and has been subject to a recent refurbishment. Amongst the real ales available
on a recent visit was an excellent pint of Timothy Taylor Boltmaker. The Eight Towers
whilst offering food also serves up to 6 real ales mostly from the Ringwood, Banks and
Wychwood breweries.
We all moan when pubs close – but the truth is we need to use them and enjoy them if they
are to stay open. Certainly in Halton I think you will be very pleasantly surprised!
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