NORTH CHESHIRE
Covers Warrington and Vale Royal, including Frodsham, Lymm and Northwich.
Meetings are usually held in the Warrington/Northwich area, with regular surveys of outlying areas.
New members and formerly inactive members are especially welcome.
Rupert Adams
contact@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
Branch contacts;
Nicholas Bosley chairman@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
Out Inn Cheshire articles or adverts: oiccoordinator@northcheshirecamra.org.uk
If anything of remotest interest is happening in your local, let these guys know!

www.northcheshire.camra.org.uk
North Cheshire Pub of the Year 2016:
North Cheshire Club of the Year 2016:

Helter Skelter, Frodsham
Appleton Thorn Village Hall

CAMRA DIARY
All Weekday events start at 8 pm unless specified otherwise.

Sat 4 Mar;

Trip to Wigan Beer Festival in the afternoon

Wed 22 Mar; Branch Meeting, Salt Barge, Marston.
Sat 1 Apr;

Beer Matched Dinner, Helter Skelter, Frodsham
(Booking essential see website)

Davenham Cricket Club Annual Beer Festival (Non CAMRA)
16 7-8 Apr;
Tue 18 Apr; Pub of the season presentation Stag, Lower Walton.
Tue 25 Apr; Branch Meeting, Sportsman, Warrington.
Wed 10 May; North Cheshire Branch AGM, Albion, Warrington.
Sat 20 May; Mild walk round Warrington town centre, see website for details.
For latest updates visit northcheshire.camra.org.uk
Follow North Cheshire CAMRA on Twitter or Facebook

Pub of the Year 2017
Spring is the time of year when the branch goes into overdrive selecting the best local pubs
and clubs for a number of awards which kick off with North Cheshire CAMRA Pub of the
Year 2017.
This year we had selected five candidates across the length and breadth of the branch, three
chosen as top of the ‘ league table’ of last year’ s beer scores (all 7500 of them) and two via
a CAMRA member poll in December.
An interesting mix of previous pubs of the year and recent award winners ranging from ‘old
favourite’ city-centre to vibrant Cheshire village pubs:
Brewery Tap, Lymm
Dunham Massey’ s first pub in our patch and home of the Lymm microbrewery.
A thriving village local offering up to seven cask ales from the Lymm
and Dunham Massey ranges invariably including at least two dark ales.
Egerton Arms, Little Budworth
Recent Pub of the Season, this popular rural and family-run pub has
gone from strength to strength since reopening in 2013.
The cask ale range has increased, now two regulars including a
locally-brewed house beer, and five rotating.
Helter Skelter, Frodsham
A multiple winner of this award, a single-roomed bar which remains
a local trend-setter and has also increased its range to offer three
regular cask ales and seven ever-changing hand pumped beers
sourced from far and wide.
Lion, Moulton
Local CAMRA Pub of the Year 2015. The management team continue
to successfully focus their efforts on keeping this village pub firmly at the heart of the local
community. Up to five cask ales mainly from local breweries.
Tavern, Warrington
A stalwart of the
North Cheshire
cask ale scene
and previous
winner of this
award, an
ever-popular
sports bar
which features
four regular beers from Warrington’s
4Ts brewery – for which it serves as
brewery tap -plus up to four guests.
So in my view every one of them deserves
to win this award! By the time you read this
the judging will be complete and the winner
will have been declared. Which will it be?
As a quick footnote, congratulations again
to Chris and the team at Appleton Thorn
Village Hall who have retained the local
CAMRA Club of the Year crown for the
4th year in succession. They must be doing
it right!
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Winter Pub of the Season -Bull’s Head, Warrington
North Cheshire CAMRA winter pub of the season is the
Bull’s Head in Warrington.
Traditionally it was one of the best Greenall Whitley pubs in
Warrington, and being just outside the town centre it didn’t
suffer the open plan blight of other pubs and retains its snugs
and crannies. However over recent years, with licensee changes,
the pub became tired and was in need of some ‘TLC.’
Put another way, it needed a kick up the backside.
In November 2015 a new licensee arrived in the person of Lesley
Hepworth to provide that proverbial kick. A complete paint job
and general tidying up of the pub followed, the solitary working hand pump providing a
national beer is becoming a quartet, serving Doom Bar and guest beers from the Finest
Cask list. (The Holden’s Toffee Porter at the recent OiC meeting was delightful. -Ed.)
The pub is active with three quiz teams, dominoes and pool teams and a couple of teams
for the crown bowling green at the back. There is a large function room, frequently used
for birthdays, anniversaries and occasionally, CAMRA Regional meetings.
Warrington Folk Song Club meet every Sunday at 8.30. When it comes to managing the pub,
Lesley is ‘old school’ in her belief that landladies and landlords should be seen and heard
(except maybe when it comes to karaoke!).
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Her approach has enhanced the activity and
community feel of the pub, actively involving the locals.
Music features some Saturdays and these can link up
with charitable events such as saving the Warrington
YMCA and more so for prostate cancer. In the case
of the latter that the locals feature in a (male)
Calendar Girls equivalent and the calendars can be
bought in the pub to support the charity.
Congratulations to all involved with the Bulls Head.

History going to the wall
Have you ever really looked at the photos that adorn the walls of some of our pubs?
OK, some are generic pictures dreamed up by corporate pub designers to create an
authentic pub look, but many are valuable reminders of the pub’s history and that of its local
area. Too often we treat them as wallpaper.
I was in the Chapel House, Burtonwood looking at the photos of massed American GIs
beaming at us from the Burtonwood airbase when an elderly lady joined me and said it
reminded her of when she lived locally during the Second World War. She confided that,
like many of her contemporaries she fancied the Americans. I asked why she preferred them
to the locals and was told that snuggling up to a British uniform was rough and scratchy on
the skin but the GIs had super smooth uniforms! One picture shows a later American B-47
jet bomber parked on the tarmac, probably in the Fifties, dwarfing the support vehicles under
its wings.
The Ferry Tavern in Penketh has a growing collection of local photos chronicling the history
of the pub from early prints and sepia photos to records of the floods from the Mersey that
have put the pub out of action for weeks on seven occasions in recent years. Perhaps this is
the reason that landlord Andy has acquired the Manna House down the road in Penketh for
use as an event venue with cask ale on tap – more news on this in future Out Inn Cheshire
issues. I particularly liked the two similarly staged photos
of Ferry staff and family groups in 1885 and 2014. The
Black Horse has pictures of
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Warrington notables such as Pete Postlethwaite and
Chris Evans on one of its walls to complement the
pictures of an actual Horse Fair in the town centre and
other local landmarks as they used to be.
I am sure many other pubs have valuable reminders of
our history just waiting to be admired and cherished.
With 21 pubs a week closing their doors forever I hope
that we don’t lose these pointers to our heritage.

The
Crown
Inn

Crown Lane
Lower Peover, Knutsford

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Come try our excellent freshly cooked food
and wide range of fine cask ales.
Open 12-3, 5.30-11 Mon-Sat, 12-10.30 Sun
Varied specials menu
Food served every day
12 – 2 & 6.30 – 9 (12 – 5.30 Sundays)
Tuesday Quiz (9.30 pm)
on
Seas
Thursday; Pie Night! ub of the r 2009
P

tel. 01565 – 722074
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Sum

Now that is what I call local brewing
As you approach the Stag at Walton you realise it has a lot going for it: adequate parking,
a well tended Crown Green Bowls area leading to an impressive turn of the century building.
Once inside you are treated to a large and welcoming bar area, home cooked food served
in separate dining areas and now its own in house brewery in the basement.
With the number of pubs closing their doors forever still averaging 21 a week it is
a delight to find a pub that is not only thriving, but is expanding its activities.
The Stag at Walton has been increasing the take up of cask beers for some years
with the help of its pubco and the enthusiastic landlord, Steve Hammersley has
now taken the (some would say brave) next step of producing his own range of
beers to supplement the standard national offerings. Not only is he brewing, he
is brewing on premises: about 20 feet from the cellar to the bar. The word
Brewery evokes pictures of large buildings with huge copper vessels but this
the micro brewery equivalent: the immaculate brewing plant is based on a
Craftmaster micro-brewery which can produce 1 brewer’s barrel (36 gallons
or 288 pints) a day.
The beers are not sold to other pubs but Warrington has a wealth of beer
festivals and so from time to time you may stumble across one of the Stag
beers at one of them. The following beers have been available recently, with
the promise of more variations to follow.
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Stag Ale (3.9 ABV) is the house beer, available all the time. Stag ale is a
golden ale made predominately with cascade hops. It has a well rounded taste, with a bitter
citrus finish Bridgewater Ale (4.1ABV) Named after the Bridgewater canal, Bridgewater is a
single hopped ale using Bravo hops. This is a deep powerful beer. Some people get a spicy
flavour off the beer, others citrus.
Stag IPA (4.5 ABV)is a classic English pale ale, single hopped with Goldings.
The highest strength beer which balances high alcohol with the understated floral flavour of
an English Pale
The Wire (4.2 ABV)Taking its name from Warrington’s
oldest industry of wire making, the Wire balances
Golding and Bravo hops to give a clean refreshing
beer with a spicy finish, staying on the tongue for a
long time.
The Bridge (3.9 ABV) Named after the 790 tons of steel spanning the Manchester Ship
Canal which is the pub’s close neighbour, the Bridge is a blend of Cascade hops for
bitterness and Savinjsky for aroma. This makes a complex but deeply satisfying beer.
The Stag has just been chosen as North Cheshire CAMRA Pub Of the Season for Spring
2017. One does not gain this award solely for having a micro brewery on the premises but
this is an example of the innovative thinking that has converted many regular drinkers to
cask ale.
The pub is popular with both locals and people from further afield because of its welcoming
ambience, its home cooked food, live music and quiz evenings with the bonus of Crown
Green Bowls in the summer. The pub is conveniently close to Warrington Crematorium
and Fox Covert Cemetery and provides sensitive and appropriate funeral receptions.

PEOPLE WITH TASTE
ARE DRINKING
REAL ALE

The Stag at Walton
Warrington’s Only Brew Pub
Winners of CAMRA’s …. ‘Pub of the Season’ Award Spring 2017
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Cask Ales hand-made in our micro-brewery in our cellar
Award winning home-made food
Live music twice a week
Two quiz nights a week

The Stag at Walton
Chester Rd
Warrington
WA4 6EG
01925 261680
thestagatwalton.co.uk
facebook.com/thestagatwalton

Davenham Cricket Club – Onward and Upwards
We are blessed in the North Cheshire CAMRA area with excellent clubs including past
regional and national Clubs of the Year. The competition to attract our (real ale drinkers’)
custom is fierce and the light hearted should not underestimate the commitment involved.
Davenham Cricket Club has proved up to that challenge. With clear leadership, a small
team of paid staff and a band of dedicated volunteers they have transformed it from an
average cricket club to a progressive sports venue incorporating a real ale outlet of some
distinction. They have gained a place in the Good Beer Guide and the annual Beer Festival
has become part of the social calendar. This year’s festival is on Friday and Saturday 7/8
April. Tickets available at the Club or from Bob Floyd (07969 185839).
From providing the occasional ale in a bottle, the Chairman had a vision to see a range of
constantly changing hand pumps on the bar. Today you will find 3 or 4 real ales, every day
of the year. Most are modern light ales sourced by cellar manager Ian, from local breweries
and not surprisingly (considering the chairman’s allegiances) from Yorkshire. Brightside,
Mallinson and Merlin beers are regular. The success of the bar has been reinvested in the
club, with a major bar and lounge refurbishment in January 2017.
New flooring, an improved seating layout, all re upholstered, a new ceiling and lighting work
together to create a great social space. Improved parking and access for disabled visitors
has also been recently completed. Even through this period of change ales remained
available thanks to support from Mike Elliott and a temporary bar he installed.
22 In just a few years in the real ale business, they are now challenging more established clubs.
A family Club with a village feel about it, on a Sunday afternoon you can watch the cricket
in glorious sunshine (we can hope!) with a pint of best to round off a quintessential British
summer afternoon. There are links with the local junior football team who play on the
adjacent field and the it now has its own table tennis team and is the base for a group of
cycling enthusiasts who enjoy some real ale after some serious riding around Cheshire.
The Club is open every day but opening times vary according to the season and what sports
fixtures are taking place or being shown on TV. For up to date information visit
www.facebook.com/davenham.cricketclub

You can’t take a horse to water...…
It’ s a challenging world but while many pubs struggle to survive there are many examples of
doing something different to make all the difference. Having a quality product is always a
good starting point and in the case of Ale on a Bale, it’ s well served, often locally sourced,
real ale. As a Northwich based CAMRA member I’ve now seen Ale on a Bale at outdoor
events, where the availability of real ale has added greatly to the experience.
Ale on a Bale is a mobile bar based in a converted vintage ‘Rice’ horse trailer. Owners
and self-styled ‘Landlords’ Jonathan Annet and Colin Jaffray were inspired by a village fair’s
poor quality beer tent. Colin explained; “The beer served in the tent was something of a
tepid, tinned disappointment. We thought surely it’s possible to serve decent beer at
outdoor events for a reasonable price? A friend’s horse trailer provided further inspiration
and that’ s how we started”.
The two had gained some experience helping to run the Good Beer Guide listed Davenham
Cricket Club bar. Learning how to manage a cellar and look after real ale helped them to
develop the concept. The bar is equipped with two hand pumps as well as lager and cider
fonts. It also has ample fridge capacity for wine, fizz and soft drinks. In the spring and summer the bar is paired with a refrigerated trailer equipped with a cellar board so that the casks
and kegs can be kept at a managed temperature regardless of location or length of an event.
Drinks are delivered via a further cooling unit between the two trailers. The CaskWidge
vertical stillage system is used to save space. For the rest of the year, when refrigeration is
not needed, the kegs are set outside the bar trailer and delivered via a cooler. The casks are
situated below the bar and the product is pulled directly from them. 2016 saw the launch of
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the business and the bar was regularly engaged from late April until New Year’ s Eve for
weddings, birthdays, corporate functions, as well as small, medium and large public events,
from the Lake District to mid Wales. However, much of their business is local to Northwich
and you’ll regularly see them at Northwich and Winsford public events, where they organise
and apply for the necessary Temporary Event Notice. This is a great example of how to
stand out, finding a niche where a quality product can prove successful.
It just proves that, to complete the heading of this article,
....but, you can take a horse box of real ale to appreciative customers.

? ? ? PUB QUIZ LISTINGS
Alderley Edge
Altrincham
Bollington
Broken Cross
Broxton
Buglawton
Chelford
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Childer Thornton
Church Minshull
24 Churton
Comberbach
Congleton
Congleton
Congleton
Congleton
Congleton
Crewe
Davenham
Dean Row
Dodleston
Halkyn
Handforth
Haslington
Higher Kinnerton
Holmes Chapel
Hoole
Holt, Wrexham
Houghton Green
Kelsall

de Trafford Arms
Old Market Tavern
Poachers
Bull’s Head
Sandstone
Robin Hood
Egerton Arms
Bawn Lodge
Bear & Billet
Bear's Paw
Boathouse
Brewhouse & Kitchen
Cornerhouse
Cross Keys
Mount Inn
Olde Cottage
Pied Bull
Red Lion
Ship Inn
Halfway House
Badger Inn
White Horse
Spinner & Bergamot
Castle Inn
Counting House
Old King’s Arms
Prince of Wales
Young Pretender
Woodside
Bull’s Head
Unicorn
Red Lion
Blue Bell
Railway
Hawk
Swan
Old Red Lion
Bromfield
Peal o’ Bells
Plough
Farmer’s Arms

01625 583 881
0161 927 7062
01625 572086
01625 421117
01829 78233
01260 295241
01625 831366
01244 324971
01244 311886
01244 370183
01244 328709
01244 404900
01244 347518
01244 344460
01244 317688
01244 324065
01244 325829
01244 321750
01244 678400
0151 339 2202
01270 522348
01829 270850
01606 891307
01260 277505
01260 272654
01260 408718
01260 408718
01260 273277
01270 569513
01606 43725
01625 524379
01244 661636
01352 70309
01625 523472
01270 582181
01244 641797
01477 549282
01244 345037
01829 270411
01925 815409
01829 751480

Wed evening 8 pm
Wed 9.30 pm
Last Sun of the month
Thu evening
Tue 9 pm
Tue evening
Last Thu 8.30
Tue 8.30 pm
Sun 9 pm
Thu 8 pm
Sun (alt weeks)
Wed 8 pm
First Sun 8:30
Thu 8:30
Thu 9 pm
Wed 8.30 pm
Thu 9.30 pm
Sun 9 pm
Wed 9 pm
Thu 10 pm
2nd Mon 8.30
First Thurs, 8 pm
Wed 8 pm
Tue evening
Wed evening
Mon 8 pm
alternate Tues 8 pm
Sun 8.30 pm
Tue 9 pm
Sun & Tue
Wed 9 pm
Tue 9 pm
Wed 8.30
Thu 8.30 pm
Wed evening
Alt Weds, 8.30
Wed 9 pm
Tue evening
Mon 9 pm
Thu 9 pm
Fri & Sun

Business Rates threat
Publicans are bracing themselves for the next financial and red tape hurdle for the start of
2017.
Britain’s businesses small & large have all been given advance notice of their business rates
increases for the effective date of 1 April 2017.
The Valuation Office Agency (VOA), an agency of HMRC, is responsible for assessing all
rateable values across England and Wales.
There is a multiplier calculation that is used for shops and warehouses which are normally
based on rent and size of square footage. The calculations for pubs are more complex for
some reason and are based on turnover, postcode and rent.
Many pubs have enjoyed a reduction in their rates for some years as was promised by the
last government from the hangover of the 2009 recession.
>>>

(Question 1; Why don’t you go to the pub more often?)
Kingsley
Knutsford
Knutsford
Knutsford
Lach Dennis
Little Budworth
Lostock Gralam
Macclesfield
Macclesfield
Macclesfield
Marton
Middlewich
Middlewich
Nantwich
Nantwich
Nantwich
Northwich
Northwich
Northwich
Penketh
Pickmere
Sandbach
Sankey Bridges
Saughall
Swettenham
Vicars Cross
Warrington
Warrington
Warrington
Warrington
Warrington
Warrington
Willaston
Wilmslow
Wilmslow
Wilmslow
Winnington
Winsford
Wrenbury

Red Bull
Lord Eldon
Cross Keys
Tap & Bottle
Duke of Portland
Shrewsbury Arms
Watermead
Park Tavern
Railway View
Treacle Tap
Davenport Arms
Big Lock
Boar’s Head
Black Lion
Leopard
Peacock
Bowling Green
Kingfisher
Quayside
Ferry Tavern
Elms
Limes
Black Horse
Greyhound
Swettenham Arms
Centurion
Black Horse
Chapelford Farm
Dog & Partridge
Hatter
Hoop & Mallet
Ring o’ Bells
Nag’s Head
Carter’sArms
King William
Unicorn
Winnington Lodge
Red Lion
Cotton’s Arms

01928 788097
01565 652261
01565 750404
01565 228269
01606 46264
01829 760240
01606 46470
01625 433044
01625 423657
01625 615938
01260 224269
01606 833489
01606 833191
01270 628711
01270 480484.
01270 624069
01606 44122
01606 354720
01606 333618
01925 791117
01565 733395
01270 763506
01925 635301
01244 881122
01477 571284
01244 319837
01925 634215
01925 717732
01925 813915
01925 558058
01925 419182
01925 634035
01270 650176
01625 525111
01625 524022
01625 528351
01606 74217
01606 552285
01270 780 377

???

Tue evening
Mon 8.30 pm
Wed 9 pm
Sunday, 7 pm
call for details
every other Wed
Thu 8 pm
Mon 8 pm
Sun evening
Sun 8.30 pm
Thu 9 pm
Wed 9 pm
Sun
Mon 8.30 pm
Tue 8.30 pm
Wed 9 pm
Tue 7 pm
Thu 9.30 pm
Sun 9 pm
Sun 9 30 pm
Thu
Tue 9.30 pm
Tue evening
Thu 9 pm
Thu 9.30 pm
Wed, Sun 8 pm
Tue 8 pm
Tue 9 pm
Tue
Sun 9.30 pm
Thu 9 pm
Wed 9.30 pm
Thu
Wed 8 pm
Sun
Wed 9 pm
Tue 9 pm
Sun
Fri 9 pm

Licensees and regulars;
please help us keep our lists up to date by checking these details and telling us of changes.
>>>
The review drafts of rateable value however have seen some increases of over 125%.
These are listed online for the public – any one can see their local pubs rates increase (or
decrease) at www.gov.uk/voa/revaluation.
Luckily VOA has confirmed that over 2 million businesses had called to ask for a
reassessment stating that ‘they were not in the business of closing pubs down’ and
mentioned that the publishing the high estimated revaluations early enabled businesses to
volunteer more current and up-to-date information on their business to be properly revalued
in good time before 1st April.
If any publicans haven’t done so, now is the time.
If any one has any relevant stories on this subject, good or bad, please share them to
assist those not yet reviewed.
Jeremy Hague
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