CHESTER & SOUTH CLWYD
CAMRA DIARY
For the latest events, please visit the branch web site www.camracasc.org.uk
Meetings begin at 8.15 pm unless stated
Thu 16 Mar;

Branch Social at Brewhouse & Kitchen, Love St. Chester, 8 pm.

Thu 23 Mar;

Five pubs around Wrexham. Start at Acton Park, 7 pm,
(No.1 bus stops outside) then Horse & Jockey; Saith Seren;
Fat Boar and Royal Oak in town. Ring Alan on 07754 426705 to find us.

Thu 20 Apr;

Branch meeting & AGM at the Cross Keys, Chester, 8 pm.

Sat 22 Apr;

Altrincham pubs on train. Meet at Chester station for 10.59 train.

Sat 6 May;

3 Choirs & 3 Taverns festival. Minibus departs Mill Hotel, Chester 11 am,
pick-up at Wrexham General station 11.30 am.

Thur 18 May; Branch meeting Tyn-y-Capel, Minera. Minibus departs Mill Hotel 7 pm,
pick-up at Wrexham General station 7.30 pm.

@CAMRACaSC
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As well as Chester and its environs, this Branch covers an area
stretching from Parkgate on the Wirral to Tushingham in the South.
Branch Contacts: (phone numbers, are 01244– unless otherwise noted)
Chair: Brian Vardy
373298 chairman@camracasc.org.uk
Socials: Alan Roberts 01978-361982 socials@camracasc.org.uk
Contact: Craig Papworth
313182 contact@camracasc.org.uk
Membership: Gareth Roberts
membership@camracasc.org.uk
Web editor: John Silloth
webmaster@camracasc.org.uk

Chester Snippets
The former Blackhouse Grill on Newgate Street / Pepper Street is being converted to one of
the national All Bar One chain. “All but Doom Bar” we’re going to have a guess at; if there’s
any cask ale at all!
The Bear’s Paw in Upton, formerly part of
the Greene King estate, is now owned by
J.W.Lees. Good news as this ends
speculation that the site was going to be
developed for housing.
The pub has also been given official
recognition as an Asset of Community Value
by Cheshire West & Chester Council.
ACV status is also being sought for the
Rake & Pikel in Huntington.
Opening at the end of February was
Wetherspoons conversion of the distinctive
red brick Bull & Stirrup at the top of
Northgate Street into one of their
Wetherlodge hotels.
The pub was officially opened by TV “star”
Ricky Tomlinson who, before his acting days,
met in the pub to discuss a national building
workers’ strike that ultimately lead to him
earning a spell in jail!
Bit disappointed I wasn’t asked to help with
the tape-cutting ceremony as the pub was
also where I attended my first CAMRA
meeting eons back!
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A Philippic from a Portite ...
Ellesmere Port (population 60,000 approx) is smaller than Chester (90,000) but not by all
that much. Why has the Port got so few pubs? At the last count, there were just 21 left in the
town. In comparison Chester has over 70.
Despite the lack of watering holes, pubs continue to close. Recent losses include the
Wing Half, Strawberry, Sportsmans Arms, Knot, Black Lion, Sutton (née Marquis), Viscount,
Foxfield, Sutton Way, Ellesmere Arms, Grosvenor and Westminster. Why did these fail?
Many were modern estate pubs of little character serving little or no real ale but nevertheless
providing a vital service to the local community. The Ellesmere Arms and Sutton Way fell
victim to Tesco who were able to convert these to mini supermarkets without having to go
through any sort of rigorous planning process. The Grosvenor and Black Lion were replaced
by retirement homes while property developers vied to see how many dwellings they could
cram on to the sites of the Strawberry and Sportsmans Arms. There is also competition from
clubs with decent ale on sale at the thriving Whitby Sports & Social Club.
The situation is particularly dire in the town centre where Wetherspoons are trying to sell the
Thomas Telford. This seems surprising as the pub always seems busy. Having seen off
the Knot next door, the Telford is the only pub left standing in the main shopping and
commercial centre, despite being less than 15 years old. Ellesmere Port residents and those
from wider afield now flock to the Coliseum Leisure Park at nearby Cheshire Oaks for their
evening entertainment leaving the town itself dead. It would be a tragedy if the Thomas
38 Telford were to close and it would be the final nail in the coffin of the traditional centre.
Ellesmere Port does not have a single free genuine house which is not tied to some
brewery or national chain. The micropub revolution has yet to take hold and beers from
micro-breweries are seldom seen except at the Thomas Telford and Wheatsheaf.
Discerning drinkers have to travel to out of town pubs in places like Childer Thornton, Stoak,
Parkgate, Thornton Hough, Eastham or further afield.
Is there no entrepreneur who can provide local drinkers with a decent selection of beers
and put some life back into the town?

Double Celebration for the Centurion
Following their reopening in November last year
the Centurion in Vicar’s Cross had another
cause for merrymaking when on 15 December
2016 they celebrated their 50th birthday having
opened on that day in 1966. Not only that,
but they were also runner-up in the national
CAMRA Pub Saving Award (just losing out to
the Drovers Inn in Gussage All Saints in Dorset).
At a special evening event to mark the occasion
Trevor Jones, chairman of the Centurion action group, said he was very grateful for
CAMRA’s support together with their local councillors and the city MP Chris Matheson.
Since its reopening the Centurion has been thriving and has become a
hub for the community with events ranging from weekly quiz nights,
coffee mornings, car boot sales group meetings and celebration events
such as birthdays and anniversaries. Oh, of course not forgetting a
great selection real ales from Brimstage, Spitting Feathers and Weetwood breweries.
There will be no resting on laurels however. More work
needs to be done as the pub is currently on a 12 month
lease with Admiral Taverns and, ideally, the group is hoping
to raise funds for an eventual purchase.
Pictured at the CAMRA presentation are L to R
Cllr Pam Hall, Trevor Jones Chairman of action group,
Nick Bosley CAMRA regional director,
Cambell Smith CAMRA (Chester & S Clwyd)
Bob Hindhaugh, deputy chairman action group and
Cllr. Keith Board.
The Centurion has had a sympathetic refurbishment since the reopening, including some
shiny new hand pumps. It has a Facebook page (Centurion Community Action Group) and
has embraced Twitter (@CenturionThe) It features quiz and theme nights and televises
major sporting fixtures. In the recent Chester Beer Awards it was honoured for its
Outstanding Achievement in contribution to the Local Beer Culture.

Rural News
We’re delighted to report that the Carden Arms in Tilston re-opened in December. A lovely
job of the place has been made inside with rug-covered wood and tiled floors, two fire places,
a nice mix of furniture and attractive framed pictures on the plain white walls. Beer range
has so far included the likes of Moorhouses, Weetwood, Salopian and Wincle. If you fancy
something else try writing down your preferred tipple and adding it into the suggestions jug.
For now the pub is wet sales but local craftsmen employing time-honoured methods are
developing the other half of the building to provide dining and accommodation.
Also re-opened, though not by deadline day for copy, is the Calveley Arms at Handley or the
Calveley Kitchen as it is indeed now called. The name change caused a bit of a stir but was
made to reflect that the pub will not be merely wet-led but offer a high standard of dining with
the owners having aspirations to be THE destination venue in Cheshire. As for the bar, the
plan is to have four real ales, three lagers and one cider along with an impressive bottles,
wine and spirits list including Wolfburn Whisky from the most northerly tip of mainland UK.
More in next issue.
Local CAMRA has submitted an application to have the White Horse at Great Barrow
recognised as an ACV. This is a great rural community pub which has been revitalised under
Paula and James and we feel it deserves protection.
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Pub Quiz - Question 1; Why don’t you go to the pub more often?
If you like a good battle of wits down the boozer then Chester’s well stocked with pub
quizzes at the moment. Across town on certain nights you’ll find small groups of mixed ages
muttering away under collective names such as (... selecting the clean ones) Scumbag
College, the Sunday Suppers, Swedish Dormice, North Atlantic Fishcakes, Fast Walking
Smackheads and the Tap Lads.
So, let’s mention a few that serve up a decent pint while you’re exercising those little grey
cells. In Hoole, the chatty baseball cap wearing Scott “Bricabracboy” McAnally hosts the
popular Lodge Bar triv on Tuesday. Including music intros and Blockbusters round, there’s
a potential £30 tab up for grabs - preferably all to be spent on the three guest beers.
On Wednesdays there are competing forces for your coruscating powers of recollection.
Fresh-faced Barnaby is on the mic at Ye Olde King’s Head where he comperes a compact
five rounder with a £25 tab for the winner. Uniquely in my experience it features an Arts &
Crafts section where, using sellotape, straws and anything else you can get your hands on,
you have ten minutes to construct an object (e.g. Eiffel Tower, high-masted trimaran) while
the Noveltones “Left Bank Two” (aka the Vision On Gallery theme) plays in the background.
No pressure! To help steady the hand there’s usually a choice of two guest beers here
usually (e.g. Salopian Shropshire Gold, Blackbrook Breakfast). A short walk away over the
Old Dee Bridge in Handbridge you’ll find top man “Geordie” acting as inquisitor at the
Ship Inn (guest beer plus Thwaites range). Sixty questions including two music rounds
40 culminating in Play Your Cards Right. £20 spending money to the clever clogs, wine for
second. The pub also offers 20% off food bill for participants who dine beforehand. No
wonder the place gets packed!
Still on Woden’s Day, you’ll find a cracker of a general knowledge quiz at Ye Olde Cottage
on Brook Street - local CAMRA Pub of the Year, no less. Popular with a more mature crowd perhaps due to it being music-free and relatively lacking in populist TV questions - it is
invariably closely fought and has raised over £5,000 for Dee Banks special needs School.
A brilliant effort from its creator, the scarier than Jeremy Paxman, not-to-be-argued with,
no nonsense John Lively. Half-time sandwiches. CAMRA discount / beer loyalty scheme.
£15 tab to winners. £10 to runners-up. Zip for third, which is usually us.
Onto Thursday now. Twenty five years or more Steve and his glamorous assistant Andy
having been overlording the splendid music quiz at the Pied Bull on Northgate Street.
Starting at 9:30 and, with a hundred questions to rattle through, the rounds inevitably come
at you at a tempo faster than a Motörhead drumbeat. Experience of shorthand would be
handy as well as having a living, breathing Shazam app on your team if you have any
serious aspirations of winning. It’s loud and proud but presumably not too reverberative to
disturb the Pied Bull beers nestling in the cellar. Three goes at Play You Cards Right with
consolatory confectionery item for the losers who get serenaded off with a traditional
“Take your chocolate. Now **** off!”
Over in Boughton Hydes ales are on offer at the Mount Inn where the avuncular Graham
is at the helm for a clever, well-crafted two-part quiz. The missing c-ns-n-nts round is a real
teaser. Winner takes all. Mid-break sandwiches. Ubiquitous PYC Right!
Finally, onto Sunday where the genial pairing of Ed and the aforementioned Geordie have,
for a few epochs now, been anchoring a laid-back, entertaining affair at the Bear & Billet. It
features music, pictures, dingbats, In the News, PYCR and a colossal tray of sarnies at the
mid-way break. Okells beers plus guests at the bar where youthful staff might help you with
some of those impossible 2016 music questions!!! £20 tab for victors. Wine or crisps draw
between the runners-up and one of the also-rans. A great, cheerful, upbeat end to the week!
There are other quizzes out there too e.g. Red Lion (Northgate St), Bear’s Paw (Upton),
Centurion (Vicar’s Cross). The Cross Keys was scheduled to start one in February while
Smart Phone speed quizzes have just commenced at the Boathouse and the Brewhouse
& Kitchen. Check them out, Eggheads!

Desperate Times at the Farndon
Known for over 100 years as the Raven
before its reincarnation around fifteen
years ago as the Farndon Arms, then
as the Farndon, this magnificent old lady
has been the dominating presence at the
centre of the village for all that time.
Indeed there has been a pub on the site
since the 16th century. Previously owned
by Bass, it passed into the ownership of
various pub companies, the most recent
of which, Admiral Taverns, might be about
to call time on an iconic village landmark.
The hugely expensive refit some years ago (not paid for by the pub company incidentally)
unfortunately turned a pub with food into a restaurant which sells beer, and the formula has
never really worked. In early 2016, poor trading persuaded the leaseholders to seek a buyer,
but this has not to date yielded a result for them, and now it seems they are about to leave.
In true twentieth century PubCo fashion, Admiral put up a sign seeking to attract new
leaseholders, but this particular well is beginning to run dry now as a realisation has set in
that PubCos are only there to extract as much profit as possible through high rents and
inflated beer prices. If that fails, there is always the asset value of the building and land,
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and if the pub is situated on a prime piece of land, with a good footprint, a sale to a
developer is the all-too-common tactic.
Fortunately, with commendable foresight, Farndon Parish Council had seen the value of the
pub as a village asset, and registered it as an asset of Community Value (ACV). The value
of the pub as a village asset is recognised in the Neighbourhood Plan, given the village is
in the midst of an expansion by some 30% of households with several developments in
process or recently completed. Well done the Parish Council for realising the pub is an asset
to the village and more importantly, a huge historically important focal point.
Predictably Admiral has appealed against
the ACV listing. How dispiriting that they
pay no regard to the value of the pub as a
village asset, even though it is not trading
well at the moment. They would rather take
the money and run, while the village stands
to lose one of its iconic buildings.
Many times, it has been seen that a pub,
failing with the dead hand of the PubCo at
the helm, can be turned round with the right
ownership, management and business
model. Look no further than the pubs in the
neighbouring villages.
A plague upon these rapacious pub
Companies!
Stop Press
We hear that the White Horse at Great
Barrow is planning a mini beer festival again
for the last weekend in April.
We have no more details, other than live
music will be involved, as well, of course,
as lots of lovely beer.

CAMRA Embraces Keg?
As a CAMRA member for over 40 years I never thought I’d be writing an article about keg
beer. However, we’re not talking about the dreaded 70s keg beer of Watney’s Red Barrel,
Double Diamond and Whitbread Tankard. CAMRA’s leap into the 21st century has, through
its Technical Advisory Group, recognised some Key Keg (aka Key Cask) as being real ale.
With this controversial issue in mind and with an effort to liven up our local CAMRA meeting
and inform members, our illustrious chairman Brian Vardy explained the traditional method
of dispensing real ale through tapping and venting casks using hard and soft pegs and
outlined the secondary fermentation process. Once vented, settled, conditioned and tapped,
the Real Ale is ready for drinking. After being put on sale, the beer should then be sold,
ideally, within three days.
He then showed us a Race Cask Ventilator or “Race Spile”. This is a twin chamber nonreturn valve that lets in a pint of air for every pint of beer drawn off and can double the life
of the beer by an extra three days. Helpful if your sales of real ale may be seasonal, irregular
or just low in a small pub or club.
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We then examined a cask breather, which is a device that admits carbon dioxide (CO2) at
atmospheric pressure to the cask to replace beer served, rather than air. Initially, CAMRA
was uneasy, fearing excessive gas absorption by the beer and disapproved of these, but
as part of our Revitalisation we now adopt a “neutral” attitude. These can extend the life of
a cask beer even more than the Race Spile.
In contrast, the Top Pressure system, which applie CO2 at more than atmospheric pressure,
can make the beer fizzy and is definitely not approved by CAMRA.
Now Brian showed us what a KeyKeg looked like. It’s a strengthened PET container using
the Bag in Box principle. They come in various sizes 10/20/30 litres with 30 litres equal to
about 6½ gallons. The KeyKeg keeps the beer separate in the bag from the gas that is used
to pressurise the container and push the beer out of the bag to be dispensed at the bar.
As the beer is not in contact with the CO2 there is no absorption of the gas by the beer.
It also means the beer lasts even longer and with smaller containers pubs can serve lots
of different beers without so much in the way of a time limit.
However, it depends what you put in it!
If you put filtered and pasteurised keg beer in that’s what you will get out.
But if you put real ale in that’s also what you will get out and that’s why CAMRA has
accepted it, but only for Real Ale.
What about dispense at the bar you may ask. Some of the micro-breweries have
been known to dispense through hand pumps especially at CAMRA beer festivals,
though most use the same tall fonts you see that dispense keg beers and lagers.
It’s difficult to tell without tasting or even asking at the bar. The advantage of a
KeyKeg is that the beer will last a long time, which could help a pub sell a
specialist or strong beer that could not all be sold in three days.
The main disadvantage is cost. They are at least £10 each and cannot be reused.
This, and the gas cost will be reflected in the price the customer pays.
The consensus was that the ideal way of serving real ale is for a pub to have
enough custom to sell a cask within three days and to use the traditional
system.
Life and beer in the 21st century has just got a bit more complicated and that’s
before we’ve even got on to the subject of “Craft Beer”!! We’ll just have to leave
that for another time I think.
(Bryan Monkman)

Cheshire Beer Festival
November 11th – 12 2016
The third Cheshire Beer Festival was once again staged at Chester Racecourse as several
months of planning by CAMRA groups in the county finally came to fruition. The first floor of
the County Stand was again opened up to create additional seating and this year there was
added interest with a number of vendors selling products as diverse as mead and antiques.
Over 2,000 discerning drinkers from all
over the country the attended the festival
during the weekend and special mention
must go to the party of 19 from Chelmsford
who were visiting Chester as part of a
beery weekend.
Also in attendance were a group of seven
from the Telemark region of Norway
carrying out a trial run for beer themed
holidays based in Chester which are
planned during 2017.
Drinkers were rewarded with an eclectic
choice of 110 Real Ales and 20 ciders
and perries. The cider again proved very popular and the organisers had to send out for
emergency supplies had during the Saturday evening session.
The event once again hosted the Champion Beer of Cheshire
competition which saw around 30 of the County’s best ales vying
for the award. After a marathon judging session starting around
10.30 in the morning, Beartown Brewery from Congleton
emerged triumphant winning both the gold award for their
Black Bear and silver for Ginger Bear. Merlin Brewery from
Arclid near Sandbach were recipients of the bronze award
with Spellbound.
With the event falling on 11th November the festival charity
was the Royal British Legion and generous drinkers
contributed over £1,000 to their funds. We were also grateful
to members of the Chester Bagatelle League and staff of the
Olde Cottage for their sterling work on the pub games which proved
very popular and resulted a substantial sum being raised for Dee Banks School.
The feedback from those attending has
again been very positive. It is also very
pleasing to report that 25 new members
were signed up for the Campaign during
the course of the weekend. Welcome to
campaigning for pubs and beer!
Thanks are due to all the sponsors, the
pubs who sold tickets, the entertainers,
to Chester Racecourse for use of the
excellent facilities and co-operation
of the staff and especially to all those
CAMRA volunteers whose efforts made
the third Cheshire Beer Festival such a
success.
Note your diaries for 10 and 11 November 2017 when the event returns to the same venue.
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Brewed in Cheshire
Brewers – if you have any news about your brewery that you would like to see reported
please email gary_chester@outlook.com or contact your CAMRA Brewery Liaison Officer.

In Congleton, Beartown and Manning Brewers have announced a merger, under which,
we understand, both brands and ranges of beers will continue, but brewed at the Beartown
brewery. We wish them every success.
Altrincham has a new brewery. The Con Club (not to be confused with the
Conservative Club, whose former premises it occupies) is a new bar with
a brewing operation that should be coming on steam by the time you read
this. As well as its own beer, the bar has a range of cask beers from
independent micros.
Two of the recent brews from the excellent
Dunham Massey stable that you may have spotted
are Lymm Chirotherium “a full bodied Old English
Ale, smooth and dark, with a rich fruity finish,
OG: 1056” and
Dunham Massey Walker's Bitter “Amber session
bitter inspired by a recipe from the 40's, OG: 1036.5”
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Tipsy Angel Brewery ceased brewing at the Lower Angel pub
Warrington in October 2015 but three months later by January 2016,
John Wilkinson of 4T’s Brewery, had invited Aiden Grannell to use
the spare kit at his brewery to relaunch Tipsy Angel. So was born a
partnership arrangement. Beers have been well received throughout the country. There is
a core range of four beers:
Angel’s Mild (ABV 3.8%). The original Walkers Dark Mild from the 1930’s, a
brew replaced by Tetley Mild in the 1960’s.
Angel’s Folly (5.2%). The flagship beer of Walkers of Warrington, rich,
dark, complex and moreish.
Taipur (5.9%). A newcomer, owing its origin to the sub continent, a
well balanced, golden beer, with hops from the southern hemisphere.
George Shaws Premium (4.3%). A quality old fashioned bitter, complex
with a wonderful nose and texture. Well balanced, amber in colour.
Seasonal and monthly beers are available to order.
www.4tsbrewery.co.uk or email: brewery4ts@gmail.com
Locally the beers are regularly available at the Tavern, Nine Gallon and the Beer
Shack in Warrington, the Firkin, Newton-le-Willows and Appleton Thorn Village Hall.
Wincle Beer Co. is backing English hop growers this year with a new series of all-English
single hop beers. According to the British Hop Association these are the ingredients that
produce the best session beers in the world.
The series of twelve cask beers, one produced each month, will each feature just one
English grown hop variety in the brew. The March
ale is Jester, a traditional
3.9% English session ale
with notes of Grapefruit,
Lychees and Blackcurrant.
Wincle has appointed expublican Tracy Harwood
to promote all twelve new
beers into the pub trade.

LocAle
Cheshire’s Independent Craft Brewers
plus a few very close by
4Ts (Warrington)
07917 730184
www.4tsbrewery.co.uk
Beartown (Congleton) *
01260 299964
www.beartownbrewery.co.uk
Beer Refinery (Chester)
07939 875308
Blue Ball (Runcorn)
01928 238442
www.blueballbrewery.com
Bollington Brewing Co *
01625 575380
www.bollingtonbrewing.co.uk
Borough Arms (Crewe)
07523 946730
www.borougharmscrewe.co.uk
Brew Foundation (Wincle)
0114 282 3098 www.thebrewfoundation.co.uk
Brewhouse & Kitchen (Chester) 01244 404990 www.brewhouseandkitchen.com/chester
Brewhouse & Kitchen (Wilmslow) 01625 441850 www.brewhouseandkitchen.com/wilmslow
Brimstage (Brimstage, Wirral) 0151 342 1181 www.brimstagebrewery.com
Britman Craft Beers (Neston) 07925 875836
www.burtonmanorgardens.org.uk
/whats-here/britman-craft-beers
Cheshire Brew Brothers
07890 567582
www.cheshirebrewbrothers.co.uk
Cheshire Brewhouse (Congleton) 07830 304929 www.cheshirebrewhouse.co.uk
Coach House (Warrington) * 01925 232800
www.coach-house-brewing.co.uk
Dunham Massey
0161 929 0663 www.dunhammasseybrewing.co.uk
Frodsham (Frodsham) *
01928 787917
www.frodshambrewery.co.uk
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Front Row (Congleton) *
07861 718673
www.frontrowbrewing.co.uk
Goodalls (Alsager)
01270 873669
Happy Valley (Bollington)
07758 512080
www.happyvalleybrewery.co.uk
Lymm
0161 929 0663
Manning Brewers (Congleton) 07946 278018 www.manningbrewers.co.uk
Merlin Brewing (Arclid) *
01477 500893
www.merlinbrewing.co.uk
Mobberley Fine Ales
01565 873601
mobberleyfineales.co.uk
Norton Brewing (Runcorn)
01928 579907
Offbeat (Crewe) *
07502 096 438 www.offbeatbrewery.com
Peerless (ex Betwixt) (Wirral) * 0151 647 7688 www.peerlessbrewing.co.uk
Pied Bull (Chester)
01244 325829
www.piedbull.co.uk
Poynton Brewery
07722 050733
www.facebook.com/thepoyntonbrewery/
RedWillow (Macclesfield)
01625 502315
www.redwillowbrewery.com
Sandiway (Blakemere)
*
01606 301000
www.sandiwayales.co.uk
Sandstone (Wrexham)
*
07851001118
www.sandstonebrewery.co.uk
Spitting Feathers (Waverton) 01244 332052
www.spittingfeathers.org
Storm (Macclesfield) *
01625 431234
www.stormbrewing.co.uk
Tatton Brewery (Knutsford) * 07738 150898
www.tattonbrewery.co.uk
Tipsy Angel (Warrington)
07917 730184
Townhouse Brewery (Audley) 07976 209437
Weetwood (Tarporley) *
01829 752377
www.weetwoodales.co.uk
Wincle (Wincle) *
01260 227777
www.winclebeer.co.uk
Why are we listing these? Because we believe that beer brewed in the traditional way and
sold locally is a better product, creates local employment and is kinder to the environment.
We urge you to drink it when you see it and to ask for it if your local does not sell it.
If you are a licensee we encourage you to sell local beers where you can, and if you are
not free to do so, then ask your masters why not.
Your PubCo may have flexibility if you press them hard enough.
LocAle will give your business an edge.
*

SIBA member (Society of Independent Brewers)

There may be other new, “cuckoo” or occasional brewers in addition to this listing.

HALTON
CAMRA DIARY Meetings start at 8.30 pm unless shown otherwise
Sat 18 Mar; Regional Meeting,
Norton Arms (Function room), Halton Village, Runcorn, 1 pm
Tue 11 Apr; Branch Meeting & AGM, Ring o Bells, Widnes, 8.30 pm
Tue 13 Jun; Branch Meeting, Prospect, Runcorn, 8.30pm
Trips;
Branch info;

Suzi Waller 07837 749614
David Gray 01925 727787

social.sec@halton.camra.org.uk
chairman@halton.camra.org.uk

All in a good cause!
Local CAMRA members with connections to the 4th Widnes St Bedes Scout group drew my
attention to their impending beer festival. I duly bought a ticket and visited the venue in the
setting up period where there were skilled craftspeople at work labouring hard to ensure the
evening was a success. The portents were good!
On a wet, cold winter evening in November after a long week at work I went along to the
group’s fourth annual beer festival. What an eye opener! Shortly after opening time, the
46 venue was already pleasantly full. Over the course of the evening a capacity 120 attendees
enjoyed the real ales and 2 traditional ciders.
The organisers were very much involved in a team effort, clearly relishing a very successful
event, everyone taking turns to work on the bar, serve food or sell/ run raffles. The festival
and raffles earned a substantial amount for the local scouts to carry on their good work.
Ten beers were available, all sourced from local breweries
including Connosseur (St Helens), 4Ts (Warrington),
Sandiway (Cheshire) and Seven Bro7hers (Salford). The
beer quality was superb, and the organisation very slick to
run such a successful beer festival in the scouts’ premises.
The visitors enjoyed a first class beer festival – Who says there is no demand for real ale in
Widnes? (Publicans please note!)
Roll on next years festival - make sure you get your ticket!

HIGH PEAK
High Peak,Tameside & NE Cheshire CAMRA covers Poynton, Disley and
Kettleshume in NE Cheshire, plus Hayfield and Glossop in Derbyshire and
Droylsden, Mossley, Hyde, Ashton and Stalybridge in Greater Manchester.
Local CAMRA website : www.hpneccamra.org.uk
Contact;
Lawrence Bamber; lolbamber@aol.com or on 01625 876469
or Tom Lord; jenni.lord@tiscali.co.uk
CAMRA DIARY
Sat 11 Mar;

Manchester City Centre evening.
Meet at the Piccadilly Tap on Piccadilly Station approach, 7 pm

Mon 13 Mar;

Branch Meeting, Sportsman, Mottram Road, Hyde. SK14 2NN, 8 pm

Sat 18 Mar;

Frank Wood's 60th birthday bash, Glossop Labour Club,
Chapel Street, Glossop. SK13 8AT. For details contact branch secretary.
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YOUR RIGHTS
You should receive a
full pint, not 90% - don’t
hesitate to ask for a top up.
If you suffer a poor
customer experience, let
the staff know, politely.
If they won’t put things
right, then as appropriate
contact Trading Standards
or Environmental Health
(-or call us!).

Advertise with us - let our readers be your customers!
Out Inn Cheshire welcomes new advertisers, no matter what your business.
Reach 50,000 discerning readers!
We publish quarterly, with a print run of 11,000
ADVERTISING RATES
being distributed free to over 400 pubs, off-licences
Colour Black & White
and other outlets across the county.
Small
£75
£50
We are happy to design your ad for you!
Medium
£150
£90
Full page £300
£180

New advertisers are always welcome.

Out Inn Cheshire is a not-for-profit publication of
the Campaign for Real Ale; itself a not-for-profit
Consumer Group. Printing costs are funded entirely
by advertising income. We accept advertising from
just about anybody, so long as it does not offend
our campaigning or other sensibilities!

advertising@outinncheshire.co.uk
Substantial discounts for regular slots
Next Issue;
Copy Deadline; 30 April 2017
Publishing Date; 1 June (approx)
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