EAST CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY
Everyone is very welcome, member or not!
Wed 8 Mar;

For the latest details please visit our
web-sites www.outinncheshire.co.uk
and www.eastcheshirecamra.org.uk

AGM, Congleton Leisure Centre, 8 pm

Sat 25 Mar; Spring Pub of the Season award to the Church House, Sutton
Sat 27 April; Congleton Pub Crawl with Peter Pan Club
5-6 May;

Macclesfield Beer Festival,Rugby Club, Macclesfield
Evening sessions are ticket only; see page 13 for details

Sat 6 May;

Macclesfield Beer Festival - free entry lunchtime session.
12-3.30. All the beers, quiet music, food, family-friendly, free parking.

Mon 15 May; Campaigning meeting, Rose & Crown, Allgreave
Plus every month we have Drop-inn* events at a town near you
Informal socials or pub crawls in various convenient places in our area.
Everyone welcome, member or not. Come and talk to us. See next page.
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We cover a large area including Macclesfield, Congleton, Holmes Chapel, Knutsford, and Wilmslow.

Local contacts
Macclesfield: Keith Farman
01625 572460 Knutsford:
George Symes
01565 653096
Dave Hasler
01625 572640
Martin Baxter
01565 653675
Congleton:
Dave Gittins
01260 271593 Wilmslow:
Tim Walker
01625 418625
John Barber
01260 277391
Dave Pearce
01625 530152
Please contact us if you fancy joining us at one of our events. New faces are always welcome!

Stop Press! Marthall Beer Festival 3 June in the village hall. 8-10 Cheshire ales on cask,
plus real cider. Food, music, family-friendly. In aid of local causes.

THE WATERS GREEN TAVERN
Your hosts,
Brian & Steve
96 Waters Green,
Macclesfield

Opposite the
Railway Station

Real Cider now sold!
Ever changing guest beers
including Mallinsons, Oakham,
Whim, Townhouse, Fyne Ales,
Newby Wyke& many more

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Good Beer Guide 2017
Local CAMRA Pub of the Season
Winter 2013
Bar meals served
Monday to Saturday lunch
No plastic food!
Real Chips!

Drop Inn!
We enjoy an informal drink in pubs close to you.
We pick a different pub (or mini pub crawl) in the
last week of most months and hope to meet you,
to chat about beer or pubs.
We try to remember to have some CAMRA material
visible so you can see who we are; come and talk to
us. We want to meet all pub-goers and beer-lovers including non-members and those CAMRA members
who we don’t often see.
Congleton and Macclesfield Drop-Inns are usually the last Wednesday of the month.
In Wilmslow, Handforth & Alderley Edge and in Knutsford & Mobberley,
it is typically the last Thursday of each month.
To find out more see our events diary, aside or check Facebook and Twitter.

20 years of excellence

Th
The Waters Green Tavern in central Macclesfield has
just celebrated 20 consecutive years as an entry in
CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide; the only pub in East
Cheshire to do so.
Still consistently providing both good quality and a
good range of cask beers, Brian and latterly, Steve,
have maintained the same successful formula while
the drinking scene in the town continues to evolve.
This well deserved award was presented at a highly
enjoyable CAMRA social evening just after Christmas.
A variety of light and dark real ales was available from
the hand pumps and some tasty cheese was provided.
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Winter Pub of the Season - Cotton Tree, Bollington
A large lively crowd gathered late afternoon at
the Cotton Tree in January to listen to some
Bluegrass music, followed by the presentation
by CAMRA to Jayne and Christina.
The “Tree”, as it’s known locally, has been
run by this mother and daughter team for just
under two years and offers five real ales &
two ciders. A small cosy pub with a log burner
and rocking chair in front of the fire.
The three areas have a dedicated theme:
canals, railways and guitars. Christina has
promised a small model railway although one suspects the builder might be getting
distracted by the real ale as progress seems slow. Mainly a cash-only wet-led pub with
occasional excellent “when its gone, its gone” home cooked
food.
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Jayne & Christina surprised us with a lovely buffet of which the
highlight was the pheasant game pie. Coincidentally the local
gamekeeper turned up with a brace of birds just after the
presentation decked out in all the gear – all legal by the way!
A group was found in one corner called the “Bollington Real Ale
ramblers” who walk hard but then enjoy a pint or two.
The Tree is easy to find as it’s opposite Bollington bus terminus.
Many a drinker can be seen keeping an eye out for the last bus.
It’s such a landmark that the bus ticket now has the name of
the pub on it. The Cotton Tree is obviously named after the
cotton trade with two large mills still dominating the skyline
aside the canal.
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We saved our local!
Ownership of pubs can be a fluid thing. Much like football clubs, despite any appearance of
permanence and solidity that they hope to portray, heavily-mortgaged pub companies
(PubCos) often sell off part of their estate to satisfy the accountants and release cash. Most
PubCos were born out of the fallout from the Beer Orders and associated Acts from the early
1990s and bear no resemblance to the breweries they replaced as keepers of the nation’s
favourite hostelries. So owners will come and go; the pubs become just like flags on a map,
marking otherwise anonymous points in the far reaches of some empire.
While these assets – whole groups or single pubs - are traded like mere properties, the one
constant is the pub’s clientele. Like a football club’s loyal fans, they remain, and support their
pub no matter what. Because, usually, that pub is the cornerstone of a community.
The Unicorn, Dean Row, is one such pub.
Loved and well-used by the locals, having
been recently saved from a buy out by a chain of
American style diners, it has gone from strength
to strength.
Early in 2015, the manager Mary Barrett learnt that
a planning application had been made to make
extensive changes to both the interior and exterior.
Worse still, the plans were for the pub to be
10 converted into an American-style diner.
Regulars were variously resigned to the loss of
their pub or filled with anger and indignation.
One of the latter group was Steve Cummings.
With a small phalanx of like-minded concerned regulars, planning meetings were attended,
local councillors were buttonholed, and formal objections were raised.
Save The Unicorn became the group’s Facebook page, and so support was increased,
especially from those who are just occasional pub-goers – but have just as much a say as
the regulars. With the aid of CAMRA, the locals were able to obtain Asset of Community
Value status for the pub, and signal its importance to the planning department which rolled
back from its position of looking to approve the planning.
In the face of the determined opposition, the proposal had no chance of reaching fruition,
and this directly contributed to the prospective buyer dropping out of the deal.
In the months since the pub was saved, the business has gone from strength to strength.
Christmas week takings were up 64% on the previous year, a record for the Unicorn.
The pub now sells four well-looked-after local guest ales plus Greene King’s own IPA.
Don’t just take it from us; try the beers yourself and marvel at the Cask Marque certificates
while you’re there. Don’t just take this article as evidence; look at TripAdvisor’s ratings.
Mary and her staff have maintained a constant stream of 100% reports from the company’s
mystery diners, and in the rolling year from March, sales are up over 20%, placing the
Unicorn at the top of Greene King’s area “league table”. It shows that with the right
management and supporters, even a “failing pub” can succeed.
The process was not without its nay-sayers. Some wished for the American diner, citing
fading memories of its past as a reason for change, when in fact, maybe THEY have moved
on and their tastes have changed, whereas the permanence of this pub is its appeal.
The message is simple: Use it – or lose it. Putting money into a pub’s tills is a sure fire way to
contribute to a pub’s success.
If you need help or advice, contact us at mec_camra@yahoogroups.com
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East Cheshire CAMRA Pub of the Year - Tap & Bottle,Knutsford
Knutsford’s popular watering hole the Tap & Bottle was selected recently for the accolade of
Pub of the Year for East Cheshire.
Set in a former retail premises on Minshull Street, the Tap has transformed the drinking
scene in the town. Six hand pumps dispense an ever-changing variety of cask beers.
A dark ale is usually available and Tatton brewing is usually represented along with other
local micro-brewers, as well as an eclectic choice from further afield. In addition, there is
a wide range of other craft beers and bottles. To assist in sampling, a tray of three thirds
can be ordered. The friendly staff will often offer samples to the curious.
The small bar with its sharing table encourages conversation
and many a discussion has been struck up over a glass or
two. There is a lot more room upstairs with separate areas
on either side of the stairs. A television shows major sporting
events and there is an electronic jukebox. Live music is
featured on occasion.
The award was
made to the Tap
in recognition of
the outstanding
contribution to the
beer scene in the
town made by
Rick and his team
at the Tap. It has
rapidly become a
firm favourite and sets the standard to which the
other pubs of Knutsford have to aspire.
Facebook Tap & Bottle
Twitter @tapbottlebar

12 Ever Changing casks & kegs, serving beers from local breweries
and beyond…..Always!
Weird and wonderful bottled brews from around the world,
plus spirits and wines from Independent Makers.
Knutsfords ONLY 'Beer Bar'. Proud beers From Proud People.
Serving Ales, Spirits, Ciders and more
to people that love to celebrate Beer, with beer!
15 Minshull Street
Knutsford
Cheshire
WA16 6HG
01565 228269

Mon ~ Thu
3pm ~ Midnight
Fri ~ Sat
12pm ~ Midnight
Sunday
12pm ~ 10.30pm
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All change
We managed a quick look in at "Pesto at The Davenport Arms" in Marton and the news
looks good - the space has been opened out somewhat and decorated well, it has retained
the open fires, and most importantly retained 2 cask hand pumps. The venue is free-of-tie
and local CAMRA is giving them some ideas for suitable beers of a LocAle variety.
The venue was due to officially open on 11t Feb.
In Knutsford, work is proceeding in the premises of the former Canvas Lounge, and we
hear that it will open this Spring as a bar, with a rumour of cask ale. We will bring you
more details when we have them.
Lost and Found appears to be doing
well. We heard the odd rumour of a
few teething troubles, only to be
expected in a new operation, of
course, but things seem to have
settled down nicely. Certainly, I have
enjoyed the service, food and beer.
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Two, or occasionally three, cask beers from the
Marston’s stable appear on hand pump, Oxford Gold
and EPA on a recent visit. It is always pleasing to
see that upmarket businesses with a strong food
trade are still remembering to provide a quality drink
for the discerning beer lover.
The stunning interior of this converted building simply
must be seen.
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