Culcheth Calling
This is the story of a survey using the number 19 bus from Warrington to check out the pubs
right on the fringe of our patch ;over to the border of the East Lancs taking in Glazebury and
Culcheth, uncovering a few hidden gems.
Comfortable Gill, Warrington Road, Glazebury
Opposite the imposing Bents Garden Centre, the Comfortable Gill is a welcoming, friendly
pub with bags of character and offering some seriously good beer. Indeed, the owners,
James and his wife, Helen, certainly know a thing or two about serving great beer; being
supplied by Coach House brewery, there were 3 pumps in operation: Inn Keeper’s Special
Reserve, Farriers Best Bitter and Gunpowder Mild. The pub itself is spacious, with a large
bar and a dining area, and with a beer garden big enough to host a footy match in it is just
the ticket on a hot day. A cracking pub and well worth a visit, either with the family, to enjoy
a meal, or just to sample the superb quality Coach House beers.
Pack Horse, Church Lane, Culcheth
Nestling under the shadow of Newchurch Parish church, this attractive little country pub
offers 3 cask ales: Courage Director’s, George Wright Pipe Dream and a consolatory Black
Sheep Bitter. The long, narrow bar area was lively, leading to some comfortable little nooks
as you follow it round. Benches are arrayed outside the pub
Culcheth Arms, Church Lane, Culcheth
A quick glance at WhatPub.com will tell you this place is part of the Star (Heineken UK)
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chain, although to my untrained eye it’s practically indistinguishable from most
Wetherspoons pubs. A spacious yet homely pub, with 4 pumps in operation offering Adnam’s
Southwold Bitter, Theakston’s Old Peculier, Robinson’s Trooper and their house beer
Caledonian Lion’s Share.
Liberty’s, Common Lane, Culcheth
Without doubt, Liberty’s is easily the coolest pub in
Culcheth. At first glance it seems like the kind of
bar you’d see down most town centre high streets.
Once inside the first thing that hits you is all the
promotional signage for offers on cocktails and gin
– but look a little closer and you’ll soon notice that
this cracking bar takes its real ale very seriously.
Supplied by the Wigan brewery, Martland Mill, the
pub offered 3 of their cask ales: Chonkinfeckle,
Liberty’s Ale and Bomber’s Blonde. The pub has a
stylish interior, designed like an American diner
with booths and an outdoor area overlooking Common Lane. It’s great to see a pub which is
obviously popular with the “yooth” championing cask ales and it’s a tribute to the great job
the landlord, Ken, and his team are doing. If you call into only one pub in Culcheth village
Liberty’s has got to be it.
Cherry Tree, Common Lane, Culcheth
Not to steal the Cherry Tree’s thunder but this pub reminded me a lot of the Culcheth Arms,
in the manner of its similarity to a Wetherspoons pub. This is the kind of pub WhatPub
describes as ‘family-friendly’, ‘spacious’ and ‘open plan’ – all the adjectives you’d happily
throw at the Culcheth Arms. In terms of beer there was initially Moorhouse’s White Witch,
Robinsons Dizzy Blonde and Sharp’s Doom Bar. Later on a 4th pump became available
offering Timothy Taylor’s Landlord.
Pleasant surroundings, emphasis on food and a nice bar area with a few wall-mounted
screens, indicating the pub’s predilection for showing sports.
I really enjoyed our mini crawl round Glazebury and Culcheth; cracking pubs, great beer and
well worth another visit. Cheers!
JF

? ? ? PUB QUIZ LISTINGS
Alderley Edge
Altrincham
Appleton
Bollington
Broken Cross
Broxton
Buglawton
Chelford
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Chester
Childer Thornton
Church Minshull
24 Churton
Comberbach
Congleton
Congleton
Congleton
Congleton
Congleton
Crewe
Croft
Croft
Croft
Culcheth
Culcheth
Culcheth
Culcheth
Dean Row
Dodleston
Fearnhead
Glazebury
Grappenhall
Great Sankey
Halkyn
Handforth
Haslington
Higher Kinnerton
Hollins Green
Holmes Chapel
Hoole
Holt, Wrexham
Houghton Green
Houghton Green
Kelsall
Knutsford
Knutsford
Knutsford
Little Budworth

de Trafford Arms
Old Market Tavern
London Bridge
Poachers
Bull’s Head
Sandstone
Robin Hood
Egerton Arms
Bawn Lodge
Bear & Billet
Bear's Paw
Boathouse
Brewhouse & Kitchen
Cornerhouse
Cross Keys
Mount Inn
Olde Cottage
Pied Bull
Red Lion
Ship Inn
Halfway House
Badger Inn
White Horse
Spinner & Bergamot
Castle Inn
Counting House
Old King’s Arms
Prince of Wales
Young Pretender
Woodside
General Elliot
Horseshoe
Plough
Cherry Tree
Culcheth Arms
Liberty’s Bar
Pack Horse
Unicorn
Red Lion
Farmer’s Arms
Grey Horse
Bellhouse
Chapel House
Blue Bell
Railway
Hawk
Swan
Black Swan
Old Red Lion
Bromfield
Peal o’ Bells
Millhouse
Plough
Farmer’s Arms
Lord Eldon
Cross Keys
Tap & Bottle
Shrewsbury Arms

01625 583 881
0161 927 7062
01925 267904
01625 572086
01625 421117
01829 78233
01260 295241
01625 831366
01244 324971
01244 311886
01244 370183
01244 328709
01244 404900
01244 347518
01244 344460
01244 317688
01244 324065
01244 325829
01244 321750
01244 678400
0151 339 2202
01270 522348
01829 270850
01606 891307
01260 277505
01260 272654
01260 408718
01260 280 714
01260 273277
01270 569513
01925 766900
01925 764464
01925 766001
01925 762624
01925 764722
01925 767029
01925 763100
01625 524379
01244 661636
01925 811200
01925 268633
01925 488860
01352 70309
01625 523472
01270 582181
01244 641797
0161 222 4444
01477 549282
01244 345037
01829 270411
07769 624744
01925 393744
01829 751480
01565 652261
01565 750404
01565 228269
01829 760240

Wed evening 8 pm
Wed 9.30 pm
Tue & Sun 9 pm
Last Sun of the month
Thu evening
Tue 9 pm
Tue evening
Last Thu 8.30
Tue 8.30 pm
Sun 9 pm
Thu 8 pm
Sun (alt weeks)
Wed 8 pm
First Sun 8:30
Thu 8:30
Thu 9 pm
Wed 8.30 pm
Thu 9.30 pm
Sun 9 pm
Wed 9 pm
Thu 10 pm
2nd Mon 8.30
First Thurs, 8 pm
Mon 8 pm
Tue evening
Wed evening
Mon 8 pm
alternate Tues 8 pm
Sun 8.30 pm
Tue 9 pm
Thu
Sun
Thu
Wed
Thu
Thu 8.30 Smartphone speed quiz
Thu
Wed 9 pm
Tue 9 pm
Tue
Wed
Thu 9 pm
Mon
Wed 8.30
Thu 8.30 pm
Wed evening
Alt Weds, 8.30
Wed, Thu, Sun
Wed 9 pm
Tue evening
Mon 9 pm
Tue, Thu
Thu 9 pm
Fri & Sun
Mon 8.30 pm
Wed 9 pm
Sunday, 7 pm
every other Wed

(Question 1; Why don’t you go to the pub more often?)
Little Leigh
Little Neston
Locking Stumps
Lostock Gralam
Lower Peover
Lower Stretton
Lower Walton
Lymm
Macclesfield
Macclesfield
Macclesfield
Marton
Middlewich
Middlewich
Moulton
Nantwich
Nantwich
Nantwich
Nantwich
Norley
Overton
Penketh
Pickmere
Sandbach
Sandiway
Sankey Bridges
Saughall
Statham
Swettenham
Thelwall
Vicars Cross
Warrington
Warrington
Warrington
Warrington
Westbrook
Willaston
Wilmslow
Wilmslow
Wilmslow
Wilmslow
Winnington
Winsford
Wrenbury

Holly Bush
Harp
Turf & Feather
Watermead
Crown
Ring o’ Bells
Stag
Golden Fleece
Park Tavern
Railway View
Treacle Tap
Davenport Arms
Big Lock
Boar’s Head
Lion Hotel
Black Lion
Leopard
Oddfellows
Peacock
Tiger’s Head
Bull’s Head
Sportsman’sArms
Elms
Limes
Blue Cap
Black Horse
Greyhound
Star Inn
Swettenham Arms
Pickering Arms
Centurion
Chapelford Farm
Hatter
Hoop & Mallet
Saracen’s Head
Seven Woods
Nag’s Head
Carter’sArms
Coach & Four
King William
Unicorn
Sir John Brunner
Red Lion
Cotton’s Arms

01606 853196
0151 336 6980
01925 826191
01606 46470
01565 722074
01925 261680
01925 755538
01625 433044
01625 423657
01625 615938
01260 224269
01606 833489
01606 833191
01606 606049
01270 628711
01270 480484.
01270 624758
01270 624069
01928 788309
01928 733761
01925 722831
01565 733395
01270 763506
01606 883006
01925 635301
01244 881122
01925 753715
01477 571284
01925 861262
01244 319837
01925 717732
01925 558058
01925 419182
01925 485292
01925 241036
01270 650176
01625 525111
01625 525046
01625 524022
01625 528351
01606 74217
01606 552285
01270 780 377

Licensees and regulars;
please help us keep our lists up to date
by checking these details and telling us
of changes.
We are sure that there are many more,
including smartphone quiz nights.

Question 2;
Would you rather stay in and watch the
telly yet again, or pop to a pub for an
hour and have a chat, listen to the quiz,
maybe get co-opted onto a team?

???

Sun
Tue
Thu 8 pm
Tue 9pm
1st & 3rd Tue
Wed, Sun
Tue 9 pm
Mon 8 pm
Sun evening
Sun 8.30 pm
Thu 9 pm
Wed 9 pm
Sun
Thu
Mon 8.30 pm
Tue 8.30 pm
Thu 9 pm
Wed 9 pm
Tue
Sun
Mon
Thu
Tue 9.30 pm
Thu
Tue evening
Thu 9 pm
Tue
Thu 9.30 pm
Wed, Sun 8 pm
Tue 9 pm
Sun 9.30 pm
Thu 9 pm
Sun
Sun
Thu
Wed 8 pm
Wed 9 pm Hotspot speed quiz
Sun
Wed 9 pm
Tue 9 pm
Sun
Fri 9 pm
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SOUTH CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY

All our events are open to any CAMRA member, anyone who likes beer
or pubs, and anyone who is just curious to see what is going on!

8 - 10 Sep ; Crewe Rail Ale Festival at the Crewe Heritage Centre.
See our website and the advertisement on page 31 for details.
Sat Sep 30; Branch Meeting, Merlin Brewery, Arclid 2 pm. (Arriva bus 38)
Tue Oct 3; Branch Meeting, Willaston Social Club 8 pm. (Arriva Bus 84)
Sat 7 Oct;
Survey of outlying pubs in the north-western area of Branch, not normally
accessible by public transport. Depart Hops at 2 pm.
(Contact Secretary, Paul Tench for further details)
Sat 2 Dec; Christmas Social, at a time and venue to be announced.(Check website).
Sat 9 Dec; Branch AGM, Leopard, London Road, Nantwich 2 pm. (Arriva bus 84)
** Because of events beyond our control, some meeting dates or times may change.
Check our website www.southcheshire.camra.org.uk for details
nearer the time and for further social events.
Plus;
Every Monday in Crewe; CAMRA / SPBW social, Borough Arms
7.30 pm (3 beers at reduced prices) then 9.30 pm in HOPS (all beers £2.30 a pint)
A mostly rural area, but including the towns of Crewe, Middlewich,
26 Nantwich, Sandbach, Alsager and Winsford.
Contacts:
Derek Davey
01270 761039
Ian Bray
01270 252045
Kez Challacombe 0779 4352191 (m)
Paul Tench
07790 486735

d.davey45@btinternet.com
styrian@gmx.co.uk
kez.chal@yahoo.co.uk
southcheshirecamra@outlook.com

www.southcheshire.camra.org.uk

The Bhurtpore Inn
Aston, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 8DQ
Celebrating 21 years in CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide
& 18 years in the Good Pub Guide
11 Real Ales regularly available, Real Cider or Perry
Plus 11 Continental and Craft beers
Rated among Britain’s Top Ten Beer Pubs & Top Ten Whisky Pubs*
*Good Pub Guide

Huge range of bottled Beers, Ciders and Soft Drinks,
award winning Wine List and, of course,
our menu of freshly cooked locally sourced dishes to suit all tastes.

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Opening Times:
Monday – Thursday: Noon – 11.30
Friday, Saturday: Noon – Midnight
Sunday: Noon – 11.00
01270 780917
www.bhurtpore.co.uk for general pub news
www.bhurtpore.com for beers, including what’s on now

Summer Pub of the Season; the Barbridge Inn
In July our local CAMRA group visited the Barbridge Inn, a delightful canal-side pub with a
superb beer garden, just off the Chester- Crewe A51. Many travelled by bus as the No 84
virtually stops outside, one of the few buses that seem unaffected by the proposed cuts.
We finished our monthly meeting in record time partly because the background noise of
so many locals and visitors enjoying themselves, but also
because we wanted to present the Summer Pub of
the Season award and sample the Weetwood Beers!
The Barbridge Inn was part of the Woodland Brewery
stable until a couple of years ago when the new
general manager, Moe Jones arrived. Woodlands
ceased trading in January 2016 and now, most of
his beers, including the house beer, Eastgate, are
provided by the excellent Weetwood Brewery.
Jonny Brooks as bar manager has made a great
success of this transition and alongside the other
regular Weetwood ales, Cheshire Cat and Old Dog,
other LocAles are sourced from within a radius of
40 miles or so. The pub combines excellent dining
facilities too, and by chance we met one of our original
South Cheshire CAMRA members from the 1970s
who is so impressed with the place that he moors up
his narrowboat for long periods of time outside.
What better recommendation!
The presentation by South Cheshire CAMRA Chair
Derek Davies was received by Jonny Brooks on
behalf of the pub to much applause from the many
people present.
FS
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Shavington area survey
South Cheshire CAMRA combines social outings with surveying, beer scoring and updating
information on the CAMRA pub site Whatpub.com covering all South Cheshire over the
course of a year. A great many pubs are visited and scored for their beers, giving the
less-visited and more remote pubs a better chance to get into the Good Beer Guide or win
a CAMRA seasonal award.
These well-supported surveys are partly subsidised as a campaigning activity. (Evening bus
services are as rare as rocking horse droppings and set to get rarer!) We use an excellent
taxi firm and a helpful minibus firm when numbers are high enough to warrant it.
Our July visit covered four semi-rural pubs. We descended upon the Vine in Shavington to
discover that all three beers under the Marston’s umbrella were fresh and lively; particularly
Ringwood’s Boondoggle. This well-supported local community pub clearly turns over its
beer well. The Elephant in Shavington has expanded its beer range and has opened up an
attractive lounge area for drinkers. LocAle, Salopian Shropshire Gold was in sparkling form.
The White Hart at Hough is now part of the Hart and Buck group that also includes the
White Lion at Barthomley and the Loggerheads in Northwest Staffordshire. It has risen from
the ashes since its reopening a couple of years ago and is now both a pub for drinkers (and
their dogs) and a popular place for meals, with plenty of room for both groups. From its
range of three cask beers I enjoyed Castle Rock Pale Ale the most.
Finally to an old favourite, the White Lion at
28 Barthomley. As ever it did not disappoint with its
range of Jennings beers and Snecklifter was the
best beer of the evening, a beautiful strong dark
beer; not to be missed.
The Bikers group, sat outside on the night, meet
there on a regular basis. It is in a beautiful rural
setting and definitely worth a visit however you
choose to get there!
FS
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PEOPLE WITH TASTE
ARE DRINKING
REAL ALE

South Cheshire Pub News
The Boar’s Head, Walgherton at the junction of the A51 (London Road) and the B5071
(Wybunbury Lane) was acquired by the Parogon Pub Group (based in Newcastle under
Lyme). Following extensive internal and external refurbishment, to a very high standard, it
re-opened in August. Four hand pumps serve a good range of beers, including LocAles,
plus an interesting array of gins from small craft distillers. Fuller details in the next Out Inn
Cheshire. An added advantage is that it may be reached by bus service, number 39 (Mikro)
Crewe - Wybunbury - Nantwich, on Mondays to Saturdays. (No evening or Sunday service).
The attractive Yew Tree, Spurstow re-opened in July following a short closure. Jaipur from
Thornbridge Brewery was one of the real ales seen along with beers from Sandstone
Brewery in Wrexham.
The Cheshire Cheese, Shavington cum Gresty, re-opened in June
after several months closure. A one-time Hyde’s pub, (see picture)
it is now part of the Greene King Pub Partners. Real ale is available,
from well- known brewers.
The Wolverton, West Street Crewe was bought by Attleborough
Leisure Ltd of Coventry in March 2016 and is undergoing refurbishment
with a view to opening fairly soon.
Attleborough also own the Albion on Mill Street, since renamed as the
Blind Beggar.
30 Memories of last year’s ‘rail ale’ from Chester to Stockport had been re-kindled and with the
summer in full glory it was time to arrange another. A new route was planned: this time a
circular trip to Shrewsbury, again stopping off at villages in-between.
Via Crewe, the timetables perfectly got us
to our first stop of Wrenbury for noon; the
Dusty Miller . A Robinson’s pub first up
was always going to begin proceedings in
a good manner, with the light Dizzy Blonde
perfect in the beaming sunshine and
over-looking the canal (see picture).
The aptly-named Lift Bridge, a golden
beer which one suspects was Unicorn
re-badged, was eponymously enjoyed as
the boats chugged by. Trooper was also
available, as was Old Rosie cider on cask.
Over the road at the Cotton Arms we
were really spoilt for choice, so much so
that it was worth missing the next train for
to indulge ourselves adequately. This time no fewer than seven ales available on cask as
well as Old Rosie again. The golden Old Prickly from Hobsons went down well, as did
Harviestoun’s Bitter & Twisted, slightly hoppier and fruitier.
As lovely as Wrenbury was, Shrewsbury was calling. Tight for time, there was one obvious
choice; the Armoury being a Brunning and Price meant the usual assortment and quality
offering. Six beers on pump and a good range of light to dark available, along with a cider.
A great pub right by the river and a nice setting to enjoy Hobson’s Town Crier, quite pale for
refreshment but with a nice, lingering bitter finish.
Halfway back to Chester we paused at Chirk. A bit of a walk to the Bridge, but well worth it
along the canal and across the aqueduct, which provided a picturesque backdrop for our
last orders. Banks’ was the order of the day here with their Amber and Mild available, but
their Sunbeam was ideally suited to the weather, a zesty blonde to see us home.

Rural Ramblings near Crewe
A ramble round some outlying pubs round Crewe uncovered considerable changes at the
Verdin Arms on the Middlewich Road. This former Robinson’s pub is now a free house,
has been sensitively refurbished and is being gradually expanded by a new young landlord.
There is no food as yet, but two unusual beers were on: St. Peters Bloody Marvellous and
Wickwar Sundowner, both in good condition. Watch this space!
Over in Warmingham, the Bear’s Paw
was bustling and had Pennine Brewery
bitter, equally rare in these parts and a
good malty ale, plus two Weetwood ales
and a house beer from Cheshire Brew
Brothers.
The Badger at Church Minshull (pictured)
now has Titanic Iceberg and the house
Badgers Best permanently, with Tatton
Lazy Daze and Stonehouse Off the Rails
on our visit.
After sampling some Robinson’s at the
Tollemache Arms we finished off at the
timeless, unspoilt Traveller’s Rest at Alpraham with Tetley Bitter and Weetwood Eastgate.
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Sandbach Ramble
A tour round Sandbach reveals changes at one or two pubs. New licensees at the Limes
plan to increase the beer range to up to 6 ales and expand the variety. We tasted Hook
Norton Old Hooky and Castle Rock Harvest Pale, with Bombardier and Doombar also on.
Landlord Mark has had several real ale pubs before, and we await further reports on this
promising development.
Well-known free house, the Cricketers
(pictured) had its staple Cross Bay Halo plus
Marston’s Power of 3 and Banks Sunbeam.
LocAles also revolve on the pumps here.
The Wheatsheaf is now a ‘gastropub’ owned
by Pecks restaurant. It has kept the same
range of beers since it opened, two from
Cheshire Brewhouse plus a house beer and
we sampled a decent pint of Engine Vein.
The George (Wetherspoons) had a good
selection including Titanic Steerage, Phoenix
Wobbly Bob and the pick of the bunch, Moorhouse’s Black Cat. The Beer Emporium range
featured beers from Cwrw Ial, Brew Foundation, Oakham and Merlin’s Dark Magic.
At the historic black and white timbered Lower Chequer the Joules range of Blonde, Pale
and Slumbering Monk has been expanded with Brew Foundation Hops and Dreams and
Marston’s 61 Deep added. The Military Arms has a range of national brews (John Smiths,
Black Sheep, and Jennings Cumberland) while the Lion also has a widespread range of
beers in Thwaites Nutty Slack, Wainwright and Marston’s Pedigree.
Finally the comfortable surroundings of the Old Hall provided an excellent drop of
Happy Valley Black Out. It was nice to finish on a good dark ale, but there was also
Three Tuns XXX, Timothy Taylor Boltmaker and Weetwood Southern Cross for those
who prefer their beers on the lighter side.
DD

WIRRAL
CAMRA DIARY
For updated details and any changes, please check our new website
www.wirral.camra.org.uk/BranchDiary.php
Thu 14 Sep; Branch Meeting at Gallaghers, Birkenhead. 8:30 pm
Sat 23 Sep; Coach trip to Bishops Castle Michaelmas festival - Coach will pick
up from Ship & Mitre, Dale Street Liverpool at 9:45 am, followed by
Brass Balance, Argyle Street Birkenhead at 10:00 am.
Still to be confirmed is a pickup in Neston. See website for updates.
Thu 28 Sep; Autumn Pub Of The Season presentation, John Masefield, New Ferry 8:30.
Mon 9 Oct; Committee Meeting, Rose & Crown, Bebington 8:30 followed by social
Thu 12 Oct; Branch Meeting, Gallaghers, Birkenhead. 8:30
Sat Oct 21; Coach trip to York - Come and enjoy all that York has to offer including
wonderful pubs, Christmas market, National Rail Museum, the Minster,
Jorvik museum and many more.
Coach leaves the Brass Balance at 9:45 am, Ship & Mitre at 10 am.
Mon 6 Nov; Committee Meeting, Venue TBC. 8:30 pm followed by social, all welcome.
Thu 9 Nov; Branch Meeting at Gallaghers, Birkenhead. 8:30
Thu 16 Nov; New Brighton/Liscard Half & Half social. Stanley’s Cask, Rake Lane 8 pm,
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then on to the Telegraph, Mount Pleasant Road.
Bookings for any organized coach trip to Dave Hutchinson (07769 617986) /
davehutchinson@wirral.camra.org.uk
£5.00 deposit secures place (subject to sufficient numbers)
for all organized coach & bus trips; cheques payable to CAMRA Wirral Branch
Wirral CAMRA is an active group run by a committee of local members.
Our area covers the whole of the Wirral Borough Council area
plus post code CH64 (Parkgate, Neston and Willaston).
We regularly survey all the pubs within our branch and we are always looking for
active people to help by keeping us informed of any local pub news you may have.
We try to support other branches by helping out at other local beer festivals.
We have regular socials, pub crawls, trips to breweries & other amazing real ale destinations.
All our trips are open to both CAMRA and non CAMRA members.
Chair:
garethowen@wirral.camra.org.uk
Socials:
davehutchinson@wirral.camra.org.uk
Branch contact:
robcarter@wirral.camra.org.uk
Membership:
paulmossman@wirral.camra.org.uk
Web editor: Chris Neale
webmaster@wirral.camra.org.uk
Cheshire Area:
darrylshort@wirral.camra.org.uk

The Harp; A pub with great history, character and a sense of community
The Harp is Wirral CAMRA runner up for Pub of the Year 2017. Looking over the Dee
Marshes often with great views of North Wales, it serves 5 well-kept real ales; Holts Bitter,
Peerless Triple Blonde and Timothy Taylors Landlord plus 2 guest ales.
I've delved into its rich history to see what makes this pub rather special. One of Wirral's
oldest pubs, it may be a former fisherman’s house dating from around 1780. The fisherman’s
wife began brewing beer as a sideline to give the miners from the nearby colliery a watering
hole. Evidence of the colliery can still be seen a short walk along the marsh from the pub at
Denhall Quay.
>>>

>>>
The pub was bought in 1963 by
Birkenhead Brewery and gained a full public house
licence, operating before this as a beer house.
In the mid 2000's the pub was acquired by its current
owners, Admiral Taverns.
Current licensee Sue Cameron took over in 2015
after working behind the bar for 11 years.
She has done a fantastic job; beer quality is
excellent and I would venture that the welcome and
community spirit at the Harp must be some of the
best in the UK. Sue knows all of her regulars by name and
seems to have time for everyone. She is also a real ale
enthusiast; the Phoenix Black Bee sometimes seen as a
guest ale is one of my best pints this year.
Talking with her one evening I witnessed something really
rather magic. She looked out of the window and excused
herself for a second saying "The oldest member of my pub
has just arrived". An elderly gent was standing outside
supported by two walking sticks. Sue helped him with the
step down into the pub, took his walking sticks, hung up his
coat, asked people to move so he could sit and took him to his chair, took his money and
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brought him a pint.
Our Pub of the Year guidelines refer to "community focus" and I fail to see how a licensee
could go further than this to provide for a member of the community- and this is on top of the
extensive charity work the pub does for local cancer charities.
This great community focus and atmosphere coupled with great real ale, make the Harp very
deserving of its award. Very well done to Sue and her team.
Thanks to Ashley Standidge, Sue Cameron, Jerry Harris and Paul Wilkinson for assistance
with the history of the pub.
RC
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