EAST CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY
Everyone is very welcome, member or not!

For the latest details please visit our
web-sites www.outinncheshire.co.uk
and www.eastcheshirecamra.org.uk

Tue 5 Sep; Campaigning meeting, De Trafford Arms, Alderley Edge, 8 pm
Sat 16 Sep; Cheshire Pub of the Year award, Tap & Bottle, Knutsford, 3 pm
Tue 26 Sep; Bollington Pubs Lost & Found, 11 am
Pool Bank car park, Palmerston St, SK10 5PW
Sat 30 Sep; Working up a Thirst (Walk to Wincle brewery), 9:30 am
from Poachers Inn, Bollington, £4.50 - ticket only
Tue 10 Oct; EGM, Beartown Tap, Congleton, 8 pm - All CAMRA members please attend.
Plus every month we have Drop-inn* events at a town near you informal socials or pub crawls in various convenient places in our area.
Come and talk to us. We want to meet all pub-goers and beer-lovers
including non-members and those CAMRA members who we don’t often see.
In Wilmslow, Handforth & Alderley Edge
and in Knutsford & Mobberley,
it is typically the last Thursday of each month;
Congleton usually the last Wednesday of the month.
Please see our events diary or check Facebook and Twitter.
We cover a large area including Macclesfield, Congleton, Holmes Chapel, Knutsford, and Wilmslow.

Local contacts
Macclesfield: Keith Farman
01625 572460 Knutsford:
George Symes
01565 653096
Dave Hasler
01625 572640
Martin Baxter
01565 653675
Congleton:
Dave Gittins
01260 271593 Wilmslow:
Tim Walker
01625 418625
John Barber
01260 277391
Dave Pearce
01625 530152
Please contact us if you fancy joining us at one of our events. New faces are always welcome!

THE WATERS GREEN TAVERN
Your hosts,
Brian & Steve
96 Waters Green,
Macclesfield

Opposite the
Railway Station

Real Cider now sold!
Ever changing guest beers
including Mallinsons, Oakham,
Whim, Townhouse, Fyne Ales,
Newby Wyke& many more

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Good Beer Guide 2017
Local CAMRA Pub of the Season
Winter 2013
Bar meals served
Monday to Saturday lunch
No plastic food!
Real Chips!

5

Chuch Inn crowned Dining Pub of the Year
The Church Inn, Mobberley, has won the coveted title of Cheshire Life Magazine’s Dining
Pub of the Year, pipping sister pub the Cholmondeley Arms in the Cheshire Life Food &
Drink Awards 2017.
It scooped the title after judges were blown away by the quality and taste of the food and the
ambience in which it is served. The food, described as Modern British, includes a selection
of exceptional seasonal specials as well as the favourite dishes you would expect from a
quintessentially English village pub. All dishes change regularly to match what’s in season
and available from local producers.
A light lunch menu complements the main
menu Monday to Friday and there are special
menus for diners in the George Mallory
private dining room (pictured), a room that
pays homage to the local villager and famous
mountaineer who died on Everest in 1924.
An extensive list of 80 carefully selected wines
includes 15 available by the glass.
Owner Tim Bird comments;
“It’s fantastic to be recognised in this way
and for the team to be rewarded for all
the hard work they put in, day in day out.
6
We have sought to develop dishes to suit
each occasion whether a light lunch or a special supper and we’re proud to celebrate this
recognition with all our local producers and our loyal customers.”
The Church is one of 7 country pubs (five in Cheshire) owned and operated by Tim Bird and
Mary McLaughlin’s Cheshire Cat Pubs & Bars group. The group has had an extraordinarily
successful year, receiving a flurry of awards including; Best Casual Dining Pub, Best Food
Offer in the UK, Sawday’s Favourite Newcomer, Pub & Bar’s Best Pub in the North West
and being recognised in the Northern Bar and Restaurants Top 50 Companies.
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George & Dragon, Sunderland Street, Macclesfield
The George and Dragon on Sunderland
Street is a traditional Macclesfield town
centre pub, close to the rail and bus
stations. It was tastefully refurbished
during the summer.
The landlord, Paul Day, is pleased that
it has kept its essential character,
being smartened up but, as he says,
‘without the interior designers going wild’.
It is a single large room with quieter
corners that has the character of a
smart public bar with a pool table area
to one side. In winter there’s a log burner
to add to the atmosphere.
At the rear of the pub you can find a good
sized courtyard garden with picnic table
seating and plenty of flower planters and
baskets. Dogs are welcome.
8

Traditional pub games such as pool, darts,
dominoes or crib may be played.
Robinson’s Unicorn is the George & Dragon’s
regular beer with two changing Robinson’s
beers from the standard or seasonal ranges.
Discover more on the pub’s Facebook page;
maccgeorgeanddragon
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Cheshire Pub of the Year - Tap & Bottle, Knutsford
The Tap & Bottle burst onto the Knutsford pub landscape in 2015 and
has made itself indispensable. Owner Rick Hoskins worked formerly as
assistant brewer at Tatton Brewing.
Rick said “I have a massive passion for real ale and the hard work and
love that goes into brewing and serving it. I stock quality ales which range from the easy
drinking session ales to the more specialist beer. I want to create the excitement of beer
and provide a relaxed atmosphere so my customers can enjoy it at affordable prices.”
This welcome addition to the local Knutsford
scene is an independently owned modern bar
offering 6 real ales from and a further 6 key kegs
dispensing craft beers. One cask beer is from
Tatton Brewery whilst the others nearly
always include local beers, but there is a good
mixture with beers sourced from all over the
country, mainly from the smaller brewers, with
mass branded products in particular, avoided,
even for spirits. Trays of 3 thirds are available
so you can sample more readily.
The range often includes Belgian fruit beers whilst the extensive range of bottled beer
10 ensures there is something to suit all tastes, with a few gluten-free beers available.
Occasionally, real cider appears in spring and summer.
The décor is modern and the ground level bar is
compact with a large “sharing” table to the left of
the bar, a small table to the right and window seats
at the front. The cosy setting and the enthusiasm
of staff and customers make for a welcoming and
convivial atmosphere.
The upstairs room is spacious, comfortable, light
and airy providing a pleasant place for large and
small groups to relax and enjoy the excellent beers.
The upstairs TV shows sporting events and a
digital jukebox provides an eclectic range to cater
for all musical tastes.
CAMRA members from all over Cheshire judged
the best pubs in the county (their local Pubs of the
Year) and the Tap & Bottle was a clear winner as
Champion Pub of Cheshire 2017.
Although Rick already proudly displays the
certificate, it will be formally presented to him at the
pub at 3 pm on Saturday 16 September. Do come
along and join us for the occasion, so you can see why we chose it as the best of the best.
No food is served, but some snacks are available.
Set on Minshull Street, Knutsford, neatly between the Angel and the Lord Eldon,
the Tap is closed on Mondays but is open from 3 pm to midnight Tuesday to Thursday;
from noon to midnight Friday & Saturday and from noon to 10.30 on Sundays.
www.tapandbottle.co.uk
@tapbottlebar
Tap & Bottle
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Beartown Tap refurbished
The Beartown Tap in Congleton has been
refurbished with a new bar and much more and
re-opened in July. The new bar has 6 hand
pumps for cask beers and 9 craft lines, bottled
Belgian beers and large selection of gins.
The beer garden has been spruced up and the
meeting room refurbished. Take out draught
ales are available using the Growler system
popular with our North American cousins.
We got hold of some photographs and will let
them do the talking….

The Railway Inn at Yorton
Although not in the Cheshire CAMRA area, this pub was a favourite for many for an “Out of
Area” visit, being conveniently set next to Yorton Station on the Crewe to Shrewsbury line.
The pub had been in the ownership of the same family since 1936. It has a historic interior
and is of some regional importance. Sadly, in February this year, owner Liz Newnes died,
and it is now for sale, subject to a condition that it is to be used as a pub for a further 10
years. A group of interested local people have set up the Railway Inn Community Venture,
to buy the freehold of the pub and secure its future as a key village amenity and to expand
its role as a hub for other activities. There are 70 co-operatively owned community pubs now
in the UK and not a single one has failed. Another 110 are in the pipeline.
A new Railway Inn would be for everyone, young or old, male or female. Perhaps some of
you reading this might like to get involved.
You can read more about this at www.therailwayinncommunityventure.com
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Bottle from the depth of rural Cheshire- the fight back continues
We have heard regularly and graphically over the last 5 years of the demise of the country
pub- well here’s a survival story. The Swettenham Arms owned by Frances Cunningham,
is a free house that gives real ale an equal exposure with its culinary treats.
This establishment is labelled a destination
pub because that is what it is. At the end of
a particularly ill-maintained country lane
(Cheshire East BC’s responsibility!) there is
this gem in the countryside that will give you
a good choice of real ale (usually 4 at this time
of year) often featuring Cheshire Brewhouse,
Tatton Best, Wincle Best, Hyde’s Original or
Tim Taylor’s Landlord.
The beer is well-managed and maintained by
expert manager Glyn and the pub offers a
comprehensive range of bar meals, lunches
and dinners.
By making this journey to the country you will find Lavender Fields adjacent to the pub.
The Lovell Arboretum at the back of the pub will provide you with a quiet contemplative
space containing a collection of beautiful trees; part of Bernard Lovell’s (of Jodrell Bank
14 fame) eclectic collection and walks around Swettenham Meadows.
The continuing investment, hard work and awareness of the changing beer market have
produced a sustainable and successful country pub. The Swettenham Arms welcomes
pedal bikers and walkers and has ample space for families and small groups and parking
and is open every day.
Also note on your visit, the nearby closed Black Swan (and we wish the local campaigners
success in rescuing this historical pub and stop the developers), and the Swettenham Club
which you pass en route to the Swettenham Arms. It is a popular local club with a changing
choice of 2 real ales and a magnificent crown bowling green and friendly welcome.
Go find them!
CB
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