SOUTH CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY

All our events are open to any CAMRA member, anyone who likes beer
or pubs, and anyone who is just curious to see what is going on!

Albert’s Corner, Crewe. Christmas Social. 7pm start.
AGM, Leopard, London Road, Nantwich 2 pm. (Arriva bus 84) 2 pm start
Followed by survey of Nantwich pubs
Mon Jan 8;
Hops, Crewe. Good Beer Guide 2019 Selection Meeting #1. 8 pm start
Sat Jan 20;
Good Beer Guide survey. Transport from Hops at 2 pm
Tue Jan 30;
Branch Meeting. Red Lion, Winsford
Mon Feb 5;
Hops, Crewe. Good Beer Guide 2019 Selection Meeting #2. 8 pm start
Broughton Arms, Haslington. Social. 8pm start
Mon Feb 12;
** Because of events beyond our control, some meeting dates or times may change.
Sat Dec 2;
Sat Dec 9;

Check our website www.southcheshire.camra.org.uk for details
nearer the time and for further social events.
Plus;
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Every Monday in Crewe; CAMRA / SPBW social;
Borough Arms 7.30 pm (3 beers at reduced prices)
then 9.30 pm in HOPS (all beers £2.30 a pint)

A mostly rural area, but including the towns of Crewe, Middlewich,
Nantwich, Sandbach, Alsager and Winsford.
Contacts:
Derek Davey
01270 761039
Ian Bray
01270 252045
Kez Challacombe 0779 4352191 (m)
Paul Tench
07790 486735

d.davey45@btinternet.com
styrian@gmx.co.uk
kez.chal@yahoo.co.uk
southcheshirecamra@outlook.com

www.southcheshire.camra.org.uk

The Bhurtpore Inn
Aston, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 8DQ
Celebrating 25 years in CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide
& 18 years in the Good Pub Guide
11 Real Ales regularly available, Real Cider or Perry
Plus 11 Continental and Craft beers
Rated among Britain’s Top Ten Beer Pubs & Top Ten Whisky Pubs*
*Good Pub Guide

Huge range of bottled Beers, Ciders and Soft Drinks,
award winning Wine List and, of course,
our menu of freshly cooked locally sourced dishes to suit all tastes.

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Opening Times:
Monday – Thursday: Noon – 11.30
Friday, Saturday: Noon – Midnight
Sunday: Noon – 11.00
01270 780917
www.bhurtpore.co.uk for general pub news
www.bhurtpore.com for beers, including what’s on now

Pub of the Season; the Rising Sun, Scholar Green
The Rising Sun at Scholar Green is our Autumn Pub of 2017.
Set on Station Road it is a pleasant community pub with a friendly staff. It has been carefully
developed over the years, with
three distinct drinking areas and a
restaurant area. It is dog-friendly
and popular with walkers, cyclists
and canal users although there is
limited parking and walkers are
asked to contact the pub if they wish
to use the car park. An obvious and
reasonable condition is that you
dine at the pub afterward!
Plenty of outside seating makes it
an ideal place to stop and take in
the beautiful Cheshire countryside
over a bar meal and a refreshing
pint of Real Ale complemented with
great views of landmarks such as
Jodrell Bank and Mow Cop Castle.
The five cask ales comprise Jennings Cocker Hoop, Marston's Pedigree and Saddle Tank
along with two others from the Marston's list (Banks's, Brakspear, Courage, Ringwood,
and Wychwood).
Three trained chefs prepare fresh food with locally sourced produce. The Rising Sun won
the regional final for Marston's Community Food Pub of the Year 2014.
Website - http://risingsunscholargreen.co.uk/
@RisingSunPubSG
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South Cheshire Pub News
Wetherspoon's Gaffers Row on Victoria Street in Crewe is to close in January 2018.
JD Wetherspoon spokesman Eddie Gershon said: “We can confirm we have served notice
with the landlord. As a result The Gaffers Row will be closing in early January, although we
appreciate that the pub’s loyal customers will be disappointed with the decision to close the
pub. But JD Wetherspoon, like other companies, has to make commercial decisions and
on this occasion it was agreed that the pub would close. There is no exact date as yet.
It is expected that all staff will remain with the company”. (credit to Staffordshire Sentinel).
The pub is part of a large block of properties scheduled for demolition and re-development,
commencing in 2018.
Wolverton Arms, West Street, reopened in October following purchase and renovation by
Attleborough Leisure Ltd. It has sports TV but does not offer real ale.
Station Pilot is the name of the new build Marston's pub off Jack Mills Way in Shavington.
It will be part of their Milestone Carvery format and is due to open in February 2018.
(A station pilot was usually a small shunting engine used to move rolling stock around large
railway stations.)
The British Lion on Nantwich Road is advertised as for sale, or to let on free of tie terms.
Also on Nantwich Road, the Brunswick is for sale, freehold, with an asking price of
£275,000, through Fleurets.
28 Wilbraham’s on Welsh Row in Nantwich was closed at time of writing (November).
The Bhurtpore Inn, Aston celebrated 25 consecutive
years in the Good Beer Guide.
A certificate to mark this remarkable achievement was
presented by Derek Davey of CAMRA South Cheshire
to Simon George, the landlord and owner, in the presence
of a large and enthusiastic contingent of South Cheshire
imbibers.

8

Crewe Rail Ale Festival 2017 was again a great success, despite the monsoon type
weather experienced on the Friday and Saturday which did depress attendance slightly.
We had 71 beers including Goats Milk from Church End (CBOB 2017), beers from Cornwall,
the Lake District, Wales and a special beer called “Swamp Thing” brewed by Coastal
Brewery (Cornwall) in memory of Andy Norbury one of our regular campaigners who, sadly,
died last year. Overall winner of Beer of the Festival was “Mind Bleach“, a powerful and tasty
10% brew from Brecon Brewery.
The cider range was wider than
previously and almost sold out.
This year, the backdrop to the
beer stillaging was Robert Burns,
a class 87 electric locomotive in
original British Rail livery.
We also had a unique form of
advertising, driven carefully
around Crewe town centre on the
Friday and Saturday, an Aveling and Porter (Rochester) Traction Engine.
The APT coaches were well used by beer drinkers both
to shelter from the elements and watch trains go by
on the main lines. The Buffet Car on the APT was
also put to good use for glass washing. To cap it all
from a rail and beer perspective, on Saturday afternoon,
Union of South Africa, one of six surviving streamlined
A4 Gresley locomotives, hauled a steam special from
Crewe to Chester.
Our thanks again to all CAMRA members who
volunteered, including the Heritage Centre staff, and
without whose help the Festival could not take place.
IB/DD/PT/FS/KC et al.

29

Minibus survey to Bunbury and Wrenbury
In October we undertook our eighth campaigning survey
of the year and second by minibus, this time to Bunbury,
Wrenbury and other rural areas around Nantwich.
South Cheshire CAMRA combines social outings with surveying, beer quality scoring and
updating the pub descriptions on whatpub.com
With travel subsidized 50% by local CAMRA, conditional on all passengers submitting their
beer scores, it was an excellent way of combining business with pleasure. It proved as ever
that certain pubs off the radar previously had upped their game.
We were all well impressed by the Dysart Arms in Bunbury
which had a wide range of beers on tap, including an
excellent Rudgate Ruby. The pub was packed with locals,
eating and drinking despite it being only mid afternoon.
A detour to the Yew Tree at nearby Spurstow, proved
worthwhile as this pub which suddenly shut in the spring has
now reopened and is rebuilding its business and clientele.
We wish them the best of luck.
Cholmondeley Arms, on the edge of our area, also proved a good watering hole and its
Coachhouse Gunpowder Mild amongst three others was superb. (See front cover)
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We stopped for a meal at the Nag’s Head at Haughton Moss where, in my opinion, the best
drink of the day, Titanic Plum Porter was available. The food was generous, of good quality
and served on time. Well worth the stop!
On to Wrenbury, where the Cotton Arms had its usual large array of real ales including a
beautiful dark Clerics Cure by Three Tuns.
Nearby we discovered the Dusty Miller has a good back- bar room for drinkers but it sadly
has given up on serving Old Tom on draught.
It probably had a bad effect on canal boat
navigation after lunch!
Still, Robinson’s Unicorn was perfectly
enjoyable, if lacking a bit of kick.
Finishing up, as so often we do, at the
Bhurtpore, we were spoilt for choice.
Almost too many good beers to mention, and
little memory by this stage! However I recall
an excellent Raspberry Wheat Beer by Titanic
who seem at their peak when producing
specialist beers. Well done to Paul with
another well-organised rural survey.
FS
Sadly another local South Cheshire CAMRA member passed away earlier this year.
Jeremy Thomas was a lifelong supporter of real ale and went on many coach and
brewery visits over the years. He had amassed a considerable collection of rare and
commemorative bottled beers and beer–related books and the family generously
decided to donate these to charity by auction. This was held on the Saturday of the
Crewe Rail Ale festival and raised over £290 for good causes. It included bottles
from Royal Weddings and Jubilees and a rare original copy of the Good Beer Guide
from 1973. This was made even rarer because it was withdrawn from sale due to the
threat of legal action from the comment ‘avoid like the plague’ in the Watney’s entry.
The funds raised were split between a donation to CAMRA campaigns and to the
Mid Cheshire Hospitals charity. Jeremy will be sorely missed.

Sandbach News
The Beer Emporium maintains its range of five changing beers from
smaller breweries. One hand pump is normally devoted to a dark beer,
which used to be invariably Merlin Dark Magic. Latterly this has also
revolved though with stouts and porters from Burton Bridge brewery,
Townhouse and others included. A Salopian brewery evening in
November at the pub proved very popular.
On the Crewe Road, the
Cricketers continues to serve
Cross Bay Halo as its permanent
real ale, with beers revolving on the
other three pumps.
The Limes had three beers on hand pump on a recent
visit, with a good pint of Brains Reverend James Rye
ale joined by Doombar and Bombardier.

At the opposite end of the town
towards the bottom of the
High Street, there is always a
range of five or six cask beers
at the black and white timbered
Old Hall. Local breweries such
as RedWillow, Beartown and
Storm feature, with Brunning
and Price bitter from Phoenix
brewery and Three Tuns XXX
the staple ales.
Chalk boards include the
distance from the pub to each
brewery, so you can see how
many beer miles are involved
with each beer you drink. DD

Ladies that Beer
For too long, beer has been predominantly associated with men. Mention “real ale” or “beer”
and more often than not women will think of an older generation of men grouped in a pub,
swigging pints. However, we want to change that. Ladies that Beer is born from a group of
women who love beer, and want to help change the status quo.
Women drinking beer may not be news to many, as let’s face it we were the original brewers.
Way back in Egyptian times, brewing beer was not a man’s role.
Ladies That Beer enjoy travelling around and visiting pubs, festivals and trying beers from
any dispense method. Cask, keg, bottle or can. If it’s good beer surely that’s all that matters,
right? We don’t limit ourselves to specific ABV’s. Some of the best beers we’ve drunk have
been above what’s classed as a “session” beer. It’s all about moderation.
One of our must visit pubs in the Cheshire area is the Cellar Bar, Chester.
They serve a well-kept pint of cask, from local brewers to further afield.
Their keg choice is always interesting too. Something for everyone.
We hope that we can encourage readers to get in touch with us on our social
media to find out what we’re up to and continue the conversation of women
in beer. Find us on Twitter at @ladiesthatbeer or on Facebook. Cheers!
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WIRRAL
CAMRA DIARY
For updated details and any changes, please check our new website
www.wirral.camra.org.uk/BranchDiary.php
Mon 4 Dec; Social at the Magazine Hotel New Brighton, meet from 8 pm .
Thu 14 Dec; Branch Meeting at Gallaghers, starts 8:30, all welcome.
Thu 11 Jan; Branch Meeting at Gallaghers, starts at 8:30.
Thu 18 Jan; Pub Of The Season Winter 2017 presentation, Stage Door Tap
New Brighton - see branch website for update.
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Thu 1 Feb;

Hoylake Beer Scoring Social. Meet in the Ship Inn at 8pm, followed by
the Plasterers, Hoylake Lights and the Green Lodge Hotel.

Thu 8 Feb;

Branch Meeting and AGM at Gallaghers, starts at 8:30.
Membership cards may be required in the event of a vote.
Bookings for organized trips to Dave Hutchinson (07769 617986)/
davehutchinson@wirral.camra.org.uk
£5.00 deposit secures place (subject to sufficient numbers);
cheques payable to CAMRA Wirral Branch

Wirral CAMRA is an active group run by a committee of local members.
Our area covers the whole of the Wirral Borough Council area
plus post code CH64 (Parkgate, Neston and Willaston).
We regularly survey all the pubs within our branch and we are always looking for
active people to help by keeping us informed of any local pub news you may have.
We try to support other branches by helping out at other local beer festivals.
We have regular socials, pub crawls, trips to breweries & other amazing real ale destinations.
All our trips are open to both CAMRA and non CAMRA members.
Chair:
garethowen@wirral.camra.org.uk
Socials:
davehutchinson@wirral.camra.org.uk
Branch contact:
robcarter@wirral.camra.org.uk
Membership:
paulmossman@wirral.camra.org.uk
Web editor: Chris Neale
webmaster@wirral.camra.org.uk
Cheshire Area:
darrylshort@wirral.camra.org.uk

Wirral CAMRA visit Warrington and Lymm
First stop of the day was the Looking Glass in Warrington, a Wetherspoons close to the
city centre. A good selection of interesting real ales included Wychwood Hobgoblin,
Rudgate Charlottes Web, Couch House Coachman’s Winter ale, Thornbridge Colorado Red
and Moorland Old Speckled Hen. As CAMRA members, we were offered a 50p discount per
pint; another good reason to join CAMRA.
A short walk takes you to the Real Ale Shack in
the market www.therealaleshack.co.uk
This micro pub was opened in May 2016 by CAMRA
members. Typically up to 4 real ales are sold and
we saw Howard Town Dark Peak, Martland Mill
Knocker Upper, Willy Fox Wry Smile Rye Pale ale
and Cwrw Ial Pocket Rocket. CAMRA member
discount here too! All the beers we tried were in
good condition and it was good to see oversized
glasses being used.
>>>

>>>
The Bull’s Head is a
17th century pub, converted from
old cottages. A lot of the old
character from the cottages is
apparent inside with the
traditional low ceilings and oak
beams. Here, Inveralmond Tight
Head and Hobson's Toffee Porter
were sampled, both in great form.

A short bus journey from Warrington takes you to another
Bull’s Head, this time in Lymm.
This very welcoming pub seemed to be popular with the
local residents. It is set near the Bridgewater canal and
sometimes Peter (Matthew Corbett) well known from the
Sooty and Sweep children’s show can be seen here.
On a cold winter day the log burning fire was just what
was needed to warm us all up.
The real ales were from the Hyde's/Beer Studio range
along with Bowland Hen Harrier and Provenance Nelson
Pale ale.
>>>
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>>>
The nearby Lymm Brewery Tap
www.lymmbrewing.co.uk used to be the village
post office before being bought by Dunham
Massey brewery. Lymm brewery was set up in
the basement. A stylish modern-decorated pub,
it a very pleasant atmosphere.
The staff was very helpful, polite, and
knowledgeable about the products. 7 real ales
were from the Dunham Massey and Lymm
brewery ranges, including the award-winning
Dunham Massey porter.
We were very kindly given a tour of the
brewery by Rick. This gave a good insight
in to the brewing process used and the history
behind Lymm brewery. If you are ever in Lymm
the Tap is well worth a visit and it’s always good
to support the local breweries.
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Final stop was the Lower Angel back in the
pedestrian area of Warrington. The 4 real ales
were Hopback Crop Circle, Cotleigh Old Buzzard
and the champion beer of Britain 2015; Titanic
Plum Porter alongside Flipside Kopek Stout,
much enjoyed by us all.
It was a pleasure to visit some very good and
different pubs in Warrington and Lymm.
You just can’t tell what a pub is like from outside,
so next time you are passing somewhere you’ve
not been to before, have a quick look inside.
You could discover a hidden gem!
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