SOUTH CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY

All our events are open to any CAMRA member, anyone who likes beer
or pubs, and anyone who is just curious to see what is going on!

14 - 16 Sep; Crewe Rail Ale Festival 2018 at Crewe Railway Heritage Centre
Sat 29 Sep; 14.30. Depart Hops, Crewe. Mini Bus Survey Trip for 2020 GBG.
Arrive back in Crewe for approximately 22.15
Sat 27 Sep; 13.00. Branch meeting at the White Bear, Middlewich. Thereafter to the
Royal British Legion Beer and Cider Festival. Arriva Buses 37, 37A, 37E
Tue 13 Nov; 20.00. Branch Social in Sandbach
Sat Dec 1; Christmas social. Date and time to be confirmed.
Sat 8 Dec; 14.00. AGM at the Lodge, Alsager. No 3 Potteries Bus stops close by.
Or alternatively, train to Alsager station
** These dates are not always set in stone.
Always check our website www.southcheshire.camra.org.uk
for details nearer the time and for further social events.
Plus;

Every Monday in Crewe; CAMRA / SPBW social;
Borough Arms 7.30 pm (3 beers at reduced prices)
then 9.30 pm in HOPS (all beers £2.30 a pint)
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A mostly rural area, but including the towns of Crewe,
Middlewich, Nantwich, Sandbach, Alsager and Winsford.
Contacts:
Derek Davey
01270 761039
Ian Bray
01270 252045
Kez Challacombe 07946811278 (m)
Paul Tench
07790 486735

d.davey45@btinternet.com
styrian@gmx.co.uk
kezzy2013@gmail.com
southcheshirecamra@outlook.com
www.southcheshire.camra.org.uk
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The Bhurtpore, Cheshire Pub of the Year
South Cheshire CAMRA were delighted to award a top accolade as
Cheshire Pub of the Year to Simon and Nicky George at the Bhurtpore, Aston in July.
They are multiple winners of awards from CAMRA since 1991, when they bought
and opened the pub, and they will now go forward into the Regional competition with
Merseyside to compete against the Cricketers in St Helens (which won the ultimate
award last year from CAMRA, as National Pub of the Year in Britain).
To reach this stage the
Bhurtpore has been
judged as the best pub on
a range of factors,
by a variety of CAMRA
voluntary judges;
Quality of Beer and Cider,
Service & Welcome,
Community Focus &
Atmosphere, Alignment
with CAMRA Principles
and Overall Impression.
The judges had an
enjoyable time
28 undertaking this task as
you can imagine! If you are a CAMRA member and would like to give it a go just contact us:
www.southcheshire.camra.org.uk. No special talent is needed, just enthusiasm for pubs,
fairness and objectivity.
Congratulations once again to the whole team at the Bhurtpore. We had a thoroughly
enjoyable afternoon, supping excellent beers as usual. With 11 to choose from what could
possibly go wrong! My personal favourite was Yorkshire Blonde by Ossett, at 4.5%, one of
the best pale ales I have tried this year.
FS

The Bhurtpore Inn
Aston, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 8DQ
Celebrating 25 years in CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide
& 23 years in the Good Pub Guide
11 Real Ales regularly available, Real Cider or Perry
Plus 11 Continental and Craft beers
Rated among Britain’s Top Ten Beer Pubs & Top Ten Whisky Pubs*
*Good Pub Guide

Huge range of bottled Beers, Ciders and Soft Drinks,
award winning Wine List and, of course,
our menu of freshly cooked locally sourced dishes to suit all tastes.

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Opening Times:
Monday – Thursday: Noon – 11.30
Friday, Saturday: Noon – Midnight
Sunday: Noon – 11.00
01270 780917
www.bhurtpore.co.uk for general pub news
www.bhurtpore.com for beers, including what’s on now
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COUNTRY PUBS: YOUR HERITAGE
Use Them – or Lose Them!

Brewery News:
Tom’s Tap Brewery, Crewe.
On June 14th 2018 Michelle Shipman’s Offbeat on Thomas Street in Crewe seamlessly
morphed into Tom’s Tap. Experienced new owners, Sean and Jacqui Ayling previously ran
“The Pig and Porter” in Kent and are now busy transferring their skills to the new set–up.
At the present moment, in the current heatwave, a good variety of cool keg beers are on
offer such as Soft Black Drizzle Porter 4.4%, Sandstorm Helles Lager 4.9% and Whispering
Bob, a 6.3% an American IPA, but their own draught beers are shortly to follow, one of
which Primordial Sup, a session IPA brewed in conjunction with the internet –based
Primordial Radio, has already achieved popularity at the last brewery in Kent and will be
remade under licence here.
As before, it is a music venue and Friday bands have been a regular feature on Friday nights
throughout June and July and into August with a particular focus on Rock and Metal,
accompanied by a range of food vendors such as the Sunshine Street Food Company with
its Caribbean food. Jacqui plays the saxophone semi-professionally herself, and if you want
to catch her, Sunday afternoon at the bar is the time.
Sufficient to say that Tom’s Tap is well worth a visit and South Cheshire Branch of CAMRA
have little doubt it will be building a strong reputation in no time. Good luck.
Facebook: tomstapandbrew and at https://tomstapandbrewhouse.wordpress.com
Merlin Brewing Company have been brewing up a lot of exciting news over in Arclid, near
Sandbach. As some of you will know, owners Sue & David Peart’s daughter Sarah joined
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the family business in July 2017 after graduating from Loughborough University.
Originally recruited for financial analysis, Sarah has got stuck in with every part of the
brewing process including brewing, monitoring fermentation, racking and cleaning (and
there’s a lot of cleaning in brewing!). Partly stemming from her involvement, no fewer than
four new beers have been added to the range in recent months.
Tom Thumb was a new addition to the ale range late last year. The dark, malty, delightfully
sweet 4.6% ale was brewed by Sarah on her birthday last year and went down a treat when
local CAMRA members visited the brewery. You may be wondering how ‘Tom Thumb’
links to Arthurian legend? Well according to English folklore King Arthur took a liking to
Tom Thumb and even made him a Knight of the Round Table. Sir Galahad volunteered
his belt buckle as a shield and the Queen’s sewing needles became his sword collection.
Merlin landed on this name specifically because Tom Thumb was originally born from a
rose, which also happens to be Sarah’s middle name.
Merlin also supply a 4.4% stout to the Three Greyhounds at
Allostock, to celebrate the pubs 300th Anniversary.
Named Black Hound, the beer is on permanently and has replaced
Guinness on the bar there.
Finally, another new release mentioned previously in Out Inn
Cheshire is a juicy, fruity and hoppy session IPA brewed exclusively
for Old Hall in Sandbach (apart from the occasional appearance at
beer festivals!) as the new house ale. The beautiful 17th Century
Old Hall was recently awarded CAMRA Pub of the Season. Well
done to Chris Button and his team for this fantastic achievement.
The name for this beer was chosen by competition and after an
impressive response and lots of great suggestions, Ian Mitchell
from Holmes Chapel came up with the winning name Kingsman.
The launch in April was a great success and it was fabulous to see such strong support
for local business. Merlin is the most local brewery to Sandbach and Kingsman is brewed
only 3.2 km (3300 yards) from the Old Hall. Pop down and enjoy a pint.
See also the article on page 26 for more Merlin news.

Pub and Brewery News
Crewe:
The former Reilly’s Snooker Club on High Street, has re-opened as Off The Rails serving
two real ales; Sharp’s Doombar and Atlantic, on hand pump. It is open every day (11 am-11
pm, Monday to Thursday and 10 am-1 am Friday to Sunday) and has ten pool tables, nine
snooker tables, five dart boards and a number of large TVs showing all the latest sports.
The Merlin, (Punch Taverns), on Bradfield Road, closed and tinned up for some years,
shows some signs of reopening. Planning application to totally refurbish the pub, internally
and externally was made in late June.
Hops, Prince Albert Street, is our CAMRA South Cheshire Cider Pub
2018. Normally there is a range of up to six real ciders and perries
available, representing a range of strengths and tastes to satisfy the wide
ranging palates of drinkers.
Sandbach:
Some welcome news is that the Limes has re-opened after a few months
of closure. This a large, mainly food-led pub has a bowling green as its
frontage with children's play area, so should prove popular this summer.
We await news on the beer range.
In the centre of the town, Merlin's Gold was seen in the Wheatsheaf
(again, mainly a restaurant) alongside the usual Cheshire Brewhouse beers, and a
RedWillow beer has also been on the pumps.
Speaking of Merlin, their Kingsman ale brewed for the Old Hall has proved popular and
there are now Kingsman jugs with handles to drink it from.
Traditional pubs are also served well in the town, with the Cricketers free house selling local
and national beers plus its staple Cross Bay Halo.
The town's micropub, the Beer Emporium, continues to sell 5 beers from small breweries
both local and from afar (normally one from Oakham is a good bet) and has included a
dark beer regularly, even in the hotter weather.

The Rising Sun, Country Pub & Dining
Station Road, Scholar Green, Cheshire ST7 3JT
“A good pub should be at the heart of the community.”
Here at the Rising Sun, we offer you a warm and friendly welcome,
alongside a wide range of ales, (two rotating guest ales) gins and much more.
All our food is locally sourced and cooked from fresh by our dedicated and fabulous kitchen team.
Opening times

Food Served

Monday-Thursday; 12-3 pm then 5-11 pm

Monday-Friday; 12-2.30 then 6-9 pm

Friday & Saturday; 12 - midnight

Saturday; 12 - 9.30 pm

Sundays & Bank Holidays; 12-11 pm

Sundays & Bank Holidays; 12-8 pm

Taste of Cheshire Food & Drink Awards 2016 “Best Pub, Bronze Award”
CAMRA Pub of the Season Autumn 2017
TO BOOK OR FOR MORE INFORMATION

T 01782 776235
E risingsuncheshire@gmail.com
W www.risingsuncheshire.co.uk
The Rising Sun Pub & Restaurant
@RisingSunPubSG
risingsuncheshire

20% OFF FOOD BILL VOUCHER
Monday-Thursday only
A la Carte Main Meal Menu only
Ts & Cs apply.
Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer
Management’s word is final
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Iconic country pub re-opens its doors
The Swan, the historic pub located in the picturesque village of
Marbury, has reopened its doors after a substantial restoration
and refurbishment.
The new and improved Swan now features a beautiful sun
terrace, perfect for alfresco dining, a large light and airy
Garden Room as well as a traditional bar area with comfy
seating, real fires and wooden floors. A new Cellar Room has also been created which is
ideal for larger parties, while the bar area offers a cosy dining experience where customers
can also bring their dogs.
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The quintessential English country pub has
been lovingly restored by Jerry Brunning, the
founder of the successful Brunning & Price
pub group but now private operator.
The team has breathed life back into the
iconic country pub using reclaimed materials,
wood panelling, beams and solid wooden and
tiled floors. Customers can relax and enjoy
the pub’s food and drink offer amongst an
eclectic range of antique furniture, colourful
rugs, as well as a library filled with 2,000
books supplied by Barns Brooks of Norbury.
The new menu boasts locally sourced pub classics, such as beer battered haddock with
chips and ham, duck egg and chips while the more adventurous may enjoy tasty dishes such
as crispy pork belly served alongside a black pudding boulangerie and rhubarb ketchup.
The team even creates its own homemade ice cream to complement the dessert menu or to
simply be enjoyed on its own on a hot day.
The pub offers an array of local ales with five
hand-pumped beers, including house favourites
Best Bitter and Southern Cross from Weetwood
Ales in Kelsall. A wide selection of wines is
specifically imported and blended by the team
for exclusive use in the pub, including two
house whites, two reds and a rosé dispensed
on tap from the pub’s own temperature regulated
draught dispense system – the only pub to do so
in the region.
Jerry Brunning, owner of the Swan, said “We’ve spent a lot of time, money and effort to
resurrect this gem of a pub and we’re delighted with the results.
The pub is a country classic that’s now brimming with character and provides the local
community a place where they’ll be guaranteed delicious food, quality beers and great
wine. Whether you’re on a canal walk, meeting friends for a post-work drink or organising a
family get-together, we believe the Swan is a pub for everyone.”
To support the successful reopening and meet demand from customer, the Swan is currently
cultivating their team and looking to recruit some new members to contribute to the already
friendly and warm atmosphere.
The Swan is an idyllic dining pub dating as far back as the 1700s with outbuildings listed
with National Heritage. Marbury is a regular winner of the Best Kept Village Competition,
and has easy access to Malpas, Nantwich and Whitchurch.
For more information, visit www.swanatmarbury.co.uk or call on 01948 522860.

WIRRAL
CAMRA DIARY
For updated details and any changes, please check our new website
www.wirral.camra.org.uk/BranchDiary.php
Thu Sep 13; Autumn 2018 Pub Of The Season presentation to the
Rose & Crown, Bebington Village from 8:30.
Monthly branch meeting is at same venue and follows the presentation.
Sat Sep 22; Coach Trip to Bishops Castle for the Michaelmas Festival - Coach leaves
from Ship & Mitre, Dale St. Liverpool at 9:30, then the Brass Balance at 9:40.
Thu 11 Oct; Branch Meeting, Rose & Crown, Bebington Village 8:30, all welcome.
Sat 20 Oct; Pub + Ale Survey in West Kirby. Meet in the West Kirby Tap from 1 pm.
Thu 8 Nov; Branch Meeting, Rose & Crown, Bebington Village, 8:30, all welcome.
Sat 17 Nov; Coach trip to Newcastle under Lyme - Coach leaves from
Ship & Mitre, Dale St. Liverpool at 10:10, then the Brass Balance at 10:20.
Bookings for organized trips to Dave Hutchinson (07769 617986)/
davehutchinson@wirral.camra.org.uk
£5.00 deposit secures place (subject to sufficient numbers);
cheques payable to CAMRA Wirral Branch

Wirral CAMRA is an active group run by a committee of local members.
Our area covers the whole of the Wirral Borough Council area
plus post code CH64 (Parkgate, Neston and Willaston).
We regularly survey all the pubs within our branch and we are always looking for
active people to help by keeping us informed of any local pub news you may have.
We try to support other branches by helping out at other local beer festivals.
We have regular socials, pub crawls, trips to breweries & other amazing real ale destinations.
All our trips are open to both CAMRA and non CAMRA members.
Chair:
garethowen@wirral.camra.org.uk
Socials:
davehutchinson@wirral.camra.org.uk
Branch contact:
robcarter@wirral.camra.org.uk
Membership:
paulmossman@wirral.camra.org.uk
Web editor: Chris Neale
webmaster@wirral.camra.org.uk
Cheshire Area:
darrylshort@wirral.camra.org.uk

A Manchester Lad in the Wirral
Despite working in Deeside for 13+ years, a post-work drink in some of the Wirral's finest
pubs has proved elusive. That is, until the Wirral CAMRA Cheshire Area Rep and I finally
agreed on a late June Friday afternoon that was calling out for alfresco refreshment.
Following a short journey to Neston, and then through Little Neston on foot (it was one of
those tarmac-melting days), The Harp came into view on the edge of the marsh like a
welcome beacon. Benches in the busy-ish beer garden secured,
I ventured inside to get the first round in. What a throwback the
Harp is; one of the few pubs left to completely retain its multiple
rooms, and despite being barely after midday, there were a few
drinkers in already (including the branch chairman, I believe)
meaning the tiny place felt nicely busy.
The Peerless Triple Blonde was an obvious starter, and it barely
touched the sides. Now, as a Mancunian weaned on Boddington's
and Holt's, and whose South Manchester locals are Hydes, Lees
and Holt's houses, it amused me to see Joseph Holt's Bitter, >>>
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>>>
apparently a permanent offering. I had to have a pint next, just for fun (in my Holt's
local, the bitter is nothing special and has a local reputation of being "not what it used to be").
Surprised is an understatement - this was an unrecognisable beer! Testament, I'm sure, to
expert cellarmanship. It would have been rude not to try a couple more in order to make sure
my taste buds weren't deceiving me. No, it was a truly beautiful pint, with equally stunning
views across the estuary to North Wales one way, and of the quaint little pub, the other.
Final pints of Timothy Taylor's Landlord and Higson's Amber didn't quite live up to the Blonde
and certainly the Bitter, was the group consensus.
A stroll up the hill, a swift couple in the Lady Hamilton - an excellent 'estate pub' where we
enjoyed Moorhouse's Blond Witch and a couple of us, the Rosie's Flat Tyre cloudy rhubarb
cider - and we were aboard a local bus to the second main attraction of the afternoon.
The Red Fox is the sprawling Brunning &
Price pub north of Neston, with a spectacularly
huge beer garden.
The Port Wine of Glastonbury cider served
from the cellar was proving popular.
Most of us stuck to the Tatton Gold which was
in perfect nick, and proved so thirst-quenching
in the baking heat of the fairly busy but
spacious sun garden, that we had to stay a
couple of hours, before the slow train back
34 to Manchester.
Two absolute classic pubs, the Harp and the
Red Fox. Very different, but so special due to their idyllic settings, and of course, their
perfectly kept ale (and cider). Greater Manchester is blessed with some wonderful pubs in
fantastic settings, but none quite like the Harp or the Red Fox. This trip was only a taster
for me, which begs the question: when's the next one, Mr Short (and what other Wirral pubs
can compete with these two)?
Dan
@Pubs_of_Mcr
http://pubs-of-manchester.blogspot.com
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Brewed in Cheshire
Brewers – if you have any news about your brewery that you would like to see reported
please email editorcamra@goglemail.com or contact your CAMRA Brewery Liaison Officer.

Cheshire Brew Brothers is now trading as the Oaks Brewing Company
and will be phasing in new pump clips over the next few weeks.
Notes on their beer range ...
Chester Gold (3.6%) is a fruity, hoppy bitter with a pleasant sweet finish.
Earls Eye Amber (3.8%), a smooth beer with balanced malt characteristics,
is being brewed again but to a new recipe. Also back with a new recipe is
Cascade Pale (4%), brewed with Cascade and Rakau hops.
Delamere Blonde (4%), a refreshing blonde ale, is a new beer.
The beer range will also include a series of experimental brews. The beers
may be found in the free and tied trade across North West England and West Yorkshire.
Sandiway Ales produced a special ale, the 4%blonde CWNine, to commemorate the
recent North by Northwich music festivities involving local band, the Charlatans.
I managed to find some on cask at the Salty Dog and it was most enjoyable.

Beer or Pubs?
Occasionally, we consider which is more important to us; the beer or the pub. Clearly
36 this is a spurious conundrum; we love them both and they are mutually dependent.
However, as a volunteer-led consumer organisation, we have to ponder on where
our efforts should be directed. It has often been stated in recent years that the
battle for beer has been won; there is (in most places) a good choice of
interesting beer. Regardless of the interminable technical debates, there is a lot of
good beer and cask ale appears to be secure as a part of the British beer scene.
The CAMRA website informs me that we are losing 21 pubs a week.
This is due to many causes, with a major factor being rapacious property
companies - masquerading as pub companies - busily asset-stripping in order
to keep their tottering business models afloat.
In the light of this, Out Inn Cheshire throws its weight behind campaigning for pubs;
to promote their use and well-being. A living part of our heritage, the pub is part of society.
The pub is where we unwind, find company, meet our friends, bond with peers, find romance,
celebrate special occasions, watch sports, listen to music, test our knowledge in a quiz,
enjoy a meal - and a thousand other human activities.
Often, the pub is the principal social centre of a community.
People feel the need so strongly that when the only pub in a community is under threat,
they will fight for its survival and may even buy it as a co-operative.
We will encourage our readers to visit good
pubs, to use pubs more. We will encourage
pubs to follow good practices and to
present themselves as well as possible.
We will help pubs with their publicity,
encouraging the use of web-sites and
social media.
…when you have lost your Inns
drown your empty selves,
for you will have lost the last of England
Hilaire Belloc

LocAle
Cheshire’s Independent Craft Brewers
plus a few very close by
4Ts (Warrington)
07917 730184
www.4tsbrewery.co.uk
Beartown (Congleton) *
01260 299964
www.beartownbrewery.co.uk
Beer Refinery (Chester)
07939 875308
Blue Ball (Runcorn)
01928 775628
www.blueballbrewery.com
Bollington Brewing Co *
01625 575380
www.bollingtonbrewing.co.uk
Borough Arms (Crewe)
07523 946730
www.borougharmscrewe.co.uk
Brew Foundation (Wincle)
0114 282 3098 www.thebrewfoundation.co.uk
Brewhouse & Kitchen (Chester) 01244 404990 www.brewhouseandkitchen.com/chester
Brewhouse & Kitchen (Wilmslow) 01625 441850
www.brewhouseandkitchen.com/wilmslow
Brimstage (Brimstage, Wirral) 0151 342 1181 www.brimstagebrewery.com
Britman Craft Beers (Neston) 07925 875836
www.burtonmanorgardens.org.uk
/whats-here/britman-craft-beers
Chapter Brewing (Frodsham) 07791 516848
www.facebook.com/chapterbrewing/
Cheshire Brewhouse (Congleton) 07830 304929 www.cheshirebrewhouse.co.uk
Coach House (Warrington) * 01925 232800
www.coach-house-brewing.co.uk
Deva Craft
07841 384143
www.devacraftbeer.co.uk
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Dunham Massey
0161 929 0663 www.dunhammasseybrewing.co.uk
Front Row (Congleton) *
07861 718673
www.frontrowbrewing.co.uk
Goodalls (Alsager)
01270 873669
Happy Valley (Bollington)
07758 512080
www.happyvalleybrewery.co.uk
Lymm Brewing
0161 929 0663 www.lymmbrewing.co.uk
Manning Brewers (Congleton) 07946 278018 www.manningbrewers.co.uk
Merlin Brewing (Arclid) *
01477 500893
www.merlinbrewing.co.uk
Mobberley Brewhouse
01565 873601
http://mobberleybrewhouse.co.uk
Norton Brewing (Runcorn)
01928 579907
http://nortonbrewing.com/
Oaks Brewing (Ellesmere Port) 07890 567582 www.cheshirebrewbrothers.co.uk
Peerless (ex Betwixt) (Wirral) * 0151 647 7688 www.peerlessbrewing.co.uk
Pied Bull (Chester)
01244 325829
www.piedbull.co.uk
Poynton Brewery
07722 050733
www.facebook.com/thepoyntonbrewery/
RedWillow (Macclesfield)
01625 502315
www.redwillowbrewery.com
Sandiway (Blakemere)
*
01606 301000
www.sandiwayales.co.uk
Spitting Feathers (Waverton) 01244 332052
www.spittingfeathers.org
Storm (Macclesfield) *
01625 431234
www.stormbrewing.co.uk
Tatton Brewery (Knutsford) * 01565 750747
www.tattonbrewery.co.uk
Tipsy Angel (Warrington)
07917 730184
Weetwood (Tarporley) *
01829 752377
www.weetwoodales.co.uk
Wincle (Wincle) *
01260 227777
www.winclebeer.co.uk
Why are we listing these? Because we believe that beer brewed in the traditional way and
sold locally is a better product, creates local employment and is kinder to the environment.
We urge you to drink it when you see it and to ask for it if your local does not sell it.
If you are a licensee we encourage you to sell local beers where you can, and if you are
not free to do so, then ask your masters why not.
Your PubCo may have flexibility if you press them hard enough.
LocAle will give your business an edge.
*

SIBA member (Society of Independent Brewers)

There may be other new, “cuckoo” or occasional brewers in addition to this listing.

