EAST CHESHIRE
CAMRA DIARY
Everyone is very welcome, member or not!

For the latest details please visit our web-sites
www.outinncheshire.co.uk
and www.eastcheshirecamra.org.uk

Sat 1 Sep; Summer Pub of the Season award to Windmill, Bollington
Sat 8 Sep; Visit to National Pub and Club of the Year (see page 9)
21-23 Sep; Old Hall Beer Festival, Chinley
Mon 24 Sep; Campaigning meeting, Young Pretender, Congleton
29 & 30 Sep; Pub-related walks (10 & 2 miles); see www.bollingtonwalkingfestival.co.uk/
Sat 13 Oct; Knutsford crawl (see @editorcamra on Twitter for details)
Sat 10 Nov; Autumn Pub of the Season award & Meet the Brewer
Brewhouse & Kitchen, Wilmslow 2 pm
Tue 20 Nov; Campaigning Meeting, Robin Hood, Rainow
Plus most months we have “Drop-Inn” events
- informal socials or pub crawls in various convenient places in our area.
Come and talk to us.
We want to meet all pub-goers and beer-lovers
including non-members and those CAMRA members
who we don’t often see.
Congleton usually the last Wednesday of the month.
Please see our events diary or check Facebook and Twitter.
We cover a large area including Macclesfield, Congleton, Holmes Chapel, Knutsford, and Wilmslow.

Local contacts
Macclesfield: Keith Farman
01625 572460 Knutsford:
George Symes
01565 653096
Dave Hasler
01625 572640
Martin Baxter
01565 653675
Dave Gittins
01260 271593 Wilmslow:
Tim Walker
01625 418625
Congleton:
John Barber
01260 277391
Dave Pearce
01625 530152
Please contact us if you fancy joining us at one of our events. New faces are always welcome!

THE WATERS GREEN TAVERN
Your hosts,
Brian & Steve
96 Waters Green,
Macclesfield

Opposite the
Railway Station

Real Cider now sold!
Ever changing guest beers
including Mallinsons, Oakham,
Whim, Townhouse, Fyne Ales,
Newby Wyke& many more

GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

Good Beer Guide 2018
Local CAMRA Pub of the Season
Winter 2013
Bar meals served
Monday to Saturday lunch
No plastic food!
Real Chips!
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Spring Pub Of The Season
- Bottle Bank, Holmes Chapel
The end of May saw
the Bottle Bank in
Holmes Chapel receive
the Macclesfield & East
Cheshire CAMRA
Spring Pub Of The
Season Award.
An excellent turnout of
CAMRA members and
regulars witnessed the
award being presented
to an outlet which has
offered something
different to the town
in terms of the range of beers and drinking environment
that it offers.
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Such a good time was had that three
Congleton residents had to sprint to the
bus stop to make sure that they got on the
(ludicrously early) last bus back!
The Bottle Bank and its close neighbour,
the Red Lion (pictured left) offer quite
different environments and beer ranges;
to visit all three would make a for a
pleasant little beer outing. Why not try it?

A Day Out to Pub and Club of the Year
We are fortunate this year in having not only CAMRA’s
national Pub of the Year within reach but also its
Club of the Year, and as a bonus one of the three
runner-up pubs of the year. We’re planning a trip to
visit all three.
The winning pub is the Cricketers Arms in St Helens a well-established local with an excellent selection of
13 locally sourced cask ales and up to 20 ciders. When announcing the award
Paul Ainsworth, CAMRA’s national pub of the year coordinator said:
"In less than five years a boarded up pub on the brink of closure has been converted into
a true destination pub for be er lovers across the country. What impressed me the most is
that the Cricketers is a genuine community pub where people from all walks of life come
together to socialise. It is a shining example of how a pub, which seemed destined for
closure, can have its fortunes turned around when in the right hands."
The national club of the year is the Flixton Conservative Club. Keith Spencer, Chairman
of CAMRA's Clubs Working Group explained:
"The club has transformed itself over the last few years and expanding the real ale offering
from just two to six at a time. The club is reaping the benefits and has become a thriving
hub to the local community and a worthy winner of this year's award."
The runner-up is Wigan Central which was Greater Manchester CAMRA’s pub of the year
for 2017. Camra’s regional director Graham Donning described it as
“a wonderful take on a modern bar nestling in a 19th century railway arch. It signals that
imagination and attention to detail can make a themed pub a winner. Our judges gave
points for the friendly service, condition of real ales and ciders, and the unique use of
railway arrival and departure screens to give clear information about the beers on tap and
in the cellar.”
The winners are conveniently close to railway stations and Macclesfield and East Cheshire.
We plan to go on 8 September but have
recently learned that there may be a rail
strike that day. If that goes ahead we will
postpone our trip to a later date. If you are
interested in joining us drop an email to
social@eastcheshirecamra.org.uk and
we’ll contact you to confirm the date and
give you more information including the
rail ticket you need.
It may also be possible to fit one or two
pubs in the Deansgate/Oxford Road area
Independent Stocktaker
between trains.
Most of the travel (including into
Manchester from Cheshire and out again)
can be covered by a Greater Manchester
Wayfarer ticket which will keep the cost
reasonable.
It should be a great day out. Why not
make a note and come along - you will be
most welcome and…..
…you don’t have to be a CAMRA member!
DP

for the licensed trade

- Wet & Dry Stocktaking
- Increase yield
- Improve GP
- Analyse variances
- Free consultation
- Stock valuations
Tel: 07399 268986
www.independenteyestocktaking.co.uk/
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Drop inn and see us!
If you’re new to CAMRA or haven’t been to a meeting before, our monthly
Drop-Inn events are a fantastic opportunity to meet other CAMRA
members in your area and to check out what’s happening on your local pub
scene. At the moment, we have a lively group evening regularly in
Congleton (on the last Wednesday of the month). We also have plans to
promote groups in other areas if there is sufficient interest.
These are very informal occasions, usually visiting one or two pubs on the night and a
chance to chat about literally anything. Whilst we all share a love of great beer and great
pubs and these will naturally get a mention, there are many other topics that we find to talk
about on these evenings. Everyone is welcome. As an example, the Congleton Drop-Inn
has had members from their 20s to their 70s attend, both male and female.
There’s no agenda, no tasks to be allocated and no requirement to stay all evening.
All we hope is that you enjoy yourself.
If you’d like to come along, please look at the contact details page and speak to one of the
members listed. They should be able to advise you as to events in your immediate area.
Do get in touch – we’d love to see you!
Along the lines of the above, earlier this summer, an East Cheshire-wide Drop-Inn style
event was held at RedWillow Bar in Macclesfield on a Saturday afternoon.
10 This was a hugely successful event with several
new faces appearing at their first social event
with CAMRA. We also saw a few members who
we hadn’t seen for a while coming along as well.
Everyone was made to feel welcome and there
was plenty of positive feedback after the event.
One or two people have been to subsequent
events as well – which is great and hopefully
they feel that this is adding value to their CAMRA
membership.
We will be running something similar in the future.
There is also likely to be the traditional Christmas
Social at the Waters Green Tavern in Macclesfield in between Christmas and New Year –
and every member is very welcome to attend that. Details should be in the next issue of
Out Inn Cheshire, on the website and also on social media.

Congleton Development
After a turbulent start to the year, that saw three changes of manager before June was out,
things now seem to be settling down at Congleton’s Cheshire Tavern. Under the
stewardship of new manager, Richie, customers are returning and good reviews are once
again being posted regarding the food offering. Richie has brought a chef with him from a
previous pub that he ran, so there is confidence that the turnaround can be maintained.
Beer-wise, Richie has removed Marston’s Pedigree, which had been selling sluggishly,
and has been trying out different ales from across the Marston’s range. Cocker Hoop,
Razor Back, Wainwright and Sunbeam have all featured in recent weeks, with two generally
being available at any one time. Richie is hoping to increase that number, dependent on
sales volumes and may be able to look beyond the range offered by Marston’s.
A couple of local CAMRA members visit each week and can vouch for the quality of the ale
on offer. Why are they there so frequently? Because there is a board games club meeting
upstairs, every Thursday from 6:30 pm. All are welcome – just turn up - there are usually at
least 15-20 people there willing to play a huge variety of games.
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Castle Inn, Congleton
The Castle Inn, an idyllic dining pub located in the Cheshire countryside between Biddulph
and Congleton, offers visitors a classic and cosy experience in a 20th Century building,
brimming with English character and charm.
The Castle, which dates back to the 1900’s re-opened after
a series of major refurbishments by Life & Soul Ltd in 2017,
which saw the Congleton pub restored to its former glory,
keeping the unique and inviting features of the original
pubs, while refreshing the décor with contemporary textiles
and wood burning stoves. The Castle is a famous pub
among ramblers and walkers making their way through the
Gritstone Trail, on the edge of the Peak District and is a
popular stop for dog walkers too.
The pub offers an array of cask ales on tap and has been
awarded a Cask Marque, an independent award for pubs
serving cask ale, serving Doom Bar, Timothy Taylor as
well as their very own ‘Castle’ pale ale. The Castle is part of the Timothy Taylor Champion
Club, which not only means that they have the renowned ale on tap, but that they are
permanent stockists, recognised by the brewery for going the extra mile to serve the perfect
pint. The pub also prides itself on offering a great selection of gins including Forest Gin,
12 distilled in Macclesfield Forest, Cheshire.
You can also find a carefully selected range of red, white, rosé and sparkling wines from
across the world, including Loire Valley in France to the famous Central Valley in California.
More than 10 of these worldly wines are served by the glass, giving a great variety
for guests who are popping in for a glass by the wood burning stoves or as a pairing with
their meal.
The pub prides itself on its fresh, home cooked pub classics, all sourced from local
producers to create wholesome, hearty dishes. You can find dishes such as Beer Battered
Fish & Chunky Chips served with minted mushy peas and homemade tartar sauce and
‘Egerton Brooks’ Black Pudding, Bacon & Caramelised Onion Sausages served with rustic
mash potato, braised red cabbage and onion gravy on the menu.
The Castle also benefits from outside space with a dog station for drying dogs off after a
walk and a fresh water barrel with bowls to keep them refreshed. The outdoor picnic tables
also look out onto Congleton Golf club, great for those who want to pop in for a pint of ale,
sit back and enjoy the views.
The pub features wood burning stoves, formal dining areas and a regular Tuesday pub quiz.

Attention licensees and brewers!
We are constantly amazed how few of you have a website, Facebook page or Twitter feed
(or if you have; how out-of date it is).
You are incredibly busy; we know that - but in the constant struggle for more customers,
you must keep advertising your wares.
Every one of you will have different circumstances, but we want to help.
- Tell us your news and your new beers.
- We will link to web-sites from our own.
- We will re-Tweet your messages to all our followers.
- We will publish material and photographs in this magazine.
Help us to help you. Together, we can promote your business.
And it’s free.
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Along the Canal and Back
There is always an incentive to head for a pub during a walk, especially in view of this year’s
unusually hot summer. We aimed for an easy walk down to Sutton Hall along the
Macclesfield Canal.
We headed out of Macclesfield along
Buxton Road.
Resisting the temptation to head into the
Puss in Boots we took to our path.
Along the towpath there are helpful maps
advising what pubs are easily accessible
from the canal.
We had decided to get (not far) out of
Macclesfield, along the way and in view
of the heat we couldn’t resist the
Old King’s Head situated next to the
Gurnett.
This old building dates from 1695 and
used to be a Smithy. In the left hand area
there are interesting stained glass
windows depicting Kings’ Heads.
Four beers were available but we all opted for a local ale which was RedWillow’s Feckless,
very refreshing, but a difficult choice with a second Locale from Storm.
Then it is only a short distance
back along the canal to
Sutton Hall which was
impressive. This is a stunning
16th century manor house
formerly a convent and family
home to the Earls of Lucan
(though not at the same time!).
The beers available are chalked
up over the bar including tasting
notes and how far away the
brewery is. We found that
Brightside Hoppy Days, Great
Heck Mercy, First Chop Ava and
Bass plus a beer from Brunning
and Price were available.
Together with a beautiful selection of sandwiches (and in one case waffles and ice cream),
the beers went down well.
The pub was especially popular during our visit as it was just across the road from the local
Annual Sheep Dog Trials.
Returning to Macclesfield we left the Canal to go back past the Old King’s Head along the
Road. We were making for the Macc. This is the only local outlet for Wander Beyond beers
(previously named Dan’s Brewery). Other outlets are the Knott and the Chorlton Tap in
Manchester. Their beers are well worth seeking out and the Great Rift proved very popular
as did Mutant Rat.
At this point our party split, some headed to Fiveclouds Tap and Bottle while some headed
home (via a local ice cream maker).
LW

The Wet Led Bar Macclesfield
Macclesfield should have a new bar by
the time you read this. The Wet Led Bar
is handily placed on the stone sett hill
Church Street between Fiveclouds Tap
and the Waters Green Tavern.
This new bar is a small and smartlydecorated but has the potential to expand
upstairs or maybe even into an old cellar
that was discovered beneath during the
fit-out.

The Wet Led Bar pictured before opening

There’s a corner bar with five hand pumps. Close behind the bar, with a short pipe run, the
beer store can hold up to ten ‘9s’ with the Marston’s Fast Cask system allowing a for a rapid
turnover. Beer policy is to stock mainly LocalAles with Wincle, Beartown from Congleton and
Tweed in Hyde mentioned as regular suppliers.
We hope to bring you more on this venture in the next copy of Out Inn Cheshire when the
bar is open.
MW

Breaking News; Macc Picturedrome to become food hall and bar?
Market Operations have applied to develop the iconic 1911-built Picturedrome on
Macclesfield’s Chestergate. Following their success with the popular Altrincham Market
House and the Mackie Mayor development of the old Smithfield market in Manchester,
we have great hopes for this.
You can expect family-friendly and sociable sharing tables in a communal space, a variety
of high-quality food choices and a beer bar. The other bars are run by Blackjack Brewing
and provide very well-kept cask beer from their own Manchester brewery and imaginative
guest ales. This will be an excellent development for the town and one which we fully
endorse.
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The Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA)
Anyone with an interest in beer or pubs cannot have failed to
notice the recent storm of comment about CAMRA, the Campaign
for Real Ale. Partly stimulated by the recent Revitalisation Project
and the resultant votes to clarify its aims, much of the comment
has been negative. Tired old cliches have been trotted out
(like the beards and sandals image dreamt up by a lazy journalist in
the Seventies). CAMRA has been blamed for everything and vilified
on a regular basis. CAMRA-bashing has become something of a sport.
Perhaps we should sit back and take a cool-headed look at one of the key
elements in this. Certainly, there is a school of thought within the Campaign that cask beer is
good and everything else is bad. I don’t agree.
Depressingly often, I am served uninteresting cask beer in poor condition by bar staff with
no idea what it is about and unequipped to know whether it is in good condition or not.
Real Ale - the stuff that you see typically on a hand pump - has the potential to be
absolutely superb. Well-brewed by a caring artisan, tended with skill and care by a
competent cellarman and served by an experienced licensee, it can knock spots off the
industrial products of the multi-national conglomerates with their huge advertising budgets
and accountant-controlled brewing factories.
16 Why does it fall short of this nirvana? Lots of reasons.
# Too many brewers chasing a limited market are forced to cut corners (and margins) and
are often afraid to experiment for fear of losing sales.
# Too many established larger brewers with tied estates are complacently knocking out
the same boring beers, or minor variations thereon, to their captive audience.
# Too many licensees lack the knowledge of how to care for cask beer and do it a disservice.
# Too many bar staff are poorly-trained minimum-wage youngsters with no knowledge or
passion for real ale.
# Too many pubs are so tight on margins that they are reluctant to pull beer through
the pipes before serving the first one and unwilling to take a barrel off when the beer
has reached the end of its life.
Is it any wonder then, that lots of people are put off real ale by a boring or downright bad
experience and seek out something more interesting, more reliable? Craft brewers of many
kinds are producing adventurous beers and selling them to an appreciative audience.
But it’s not that simple. Empirical evidence suggests that the market for craft beers may be
limited and predominantly urban. Not all beer-lovers are prepared to switch to craft beers,
put off by the generally lower temperatures at which they are served and the higher levels
of carbonation.
The real rival for Real Ale is not craft beer, it is real ale itself. Unless its quality can be
improved, consistently, drinkers will fail to be satisfied by it. I feel that this is an issue that
must be addressed by brewers, pub-owners and licensees alike. Training, awareness and
a love for the product are essential. When I visit specialist beer bars in Australasia or
North America, I am served by well-informed bar staff who know what the beer tastes like,
appreciate its flavouring and are authoritative and enthusiastic. I can count on the fingers of
one hand the number of Cheshire pubs that have impressed me in that way.
Out Inn Cheshire is neutral on the technical debates around ‘keykeg’, real ale in a can,
yeast counts and the like. What we do care about is good beer, and we are dismayed at the
potential being lost by the trade by serving low quality cask beer. It can be so much better.
Please, brewers and pubs; nurture and promote the USP that is British Real Ale
and present it in gorgeous condition so that customers come back for more!

GS

A mid-Cheshire waterways ale hike
My sister, her husband, my niece and me completed a 10-mile circular hike starting and
ending at Winsford rail station and threading the towpaths of the Shropshire Union canal,
the Trent and Mersey Canal and the Weaver Navigation.
Commencing in the anticlockwise direction, the first swift port of
call at lunchtime was the King’s Lock at Middlewich. In addition
to Timothy Taylor's 'Knowle Hill' and Black Sheep 'Best Bitter',
they served two Beartown ales Polar Eclipse and Peach Melbear.
Each LocAle was served on good form by friendly staff at this comfortable, convivial canal-side pub.
Continuing north up the Trent and Mersey canal that runs parallel
with the sinewy River Dane, this stretch is a tranquil and remotefeeling area of the county despite being very near to several
towns. Nearing the approach to Davenham - the Gothic spire of St
Wilfrid's ever conspicuous - we left the canal to join a lane and
then a farm-crossing footpath to reach Moulton village for a visit to
the Lion Hotel.
It’s a homely traditional public house with thick timber
beams and a central bar around a large open-plan
lounge area. On our visit it was wonderfully aglow
thanks to the south-facing sunlight-grabbing windows.
Further, there's a rear room with pool table and a back
yard with benches for those needing fresh air.
In addition to the Thwaites's
Wainwright, there were three local
cask ales: Tatton's classic Best,
Beartown's rich, fruity Bear Ass and
the marvellously malty golden
Parson Jack, a limited-run session ale from Cheshire Brewhouse.
Between us we sampled each local ale and all three were found to be
served on top form. The Parson Jack was steeped in flavour and it was
my favourite of the day.
Continuing the hike along a track and under the railway tunnel, we
connected with the Weaver Navigation opposite the salt mine and
followed the its winding towpath to Winsford's Red Lion.
Like Moulton's Lion Hotel, this pub has a central bar around an open plan area with a couple
rooms down one side and a bench-decked exterior side yard, vibrantly blooming with potted
hanging flowers on this occasion. The yard overlooks the River Weaver.
Arriving at the Red Lion by 6.30 pm, we ordered our dinners; a pie of the day, a dish with
chicken skewers and a curry of the day.
The meals were reasonably priced and of good
quality. Moreover, they complemented the local
cask ales, Weetwood's Southern Cross and
Beartown's Peach Melbear, extremely well.
Worth noting is the Red Lion's commitment to
live music by way of regular evening events.
However, we couldn't hang on for this evening's
performance due to having to catch a
home-bound train from Winsford. Aside from
missing the music, it was a fantastic, long,
sunny day out in(n) Cheshire.
AH
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